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Dear Reader 
 
Happy New Year and I hope you enjoyed a peaceful, 
happy and healthy Christmas. 
 

I have taken over the editing of your AbbTalk 
magazine, following in the very capable footsteps of 
Ellie Oakley. 
 

Having spent many years in the academic publishing 
world I retired in 2013 and then lived in Bulgaria for a 
short time due to my husband’s job. We moved to the 
village in March 2015. 
 

I look forward to getting to know more about 
Abbotskerswell and being involved with AbbTalk. 
 

Ann Allen 
Abbtalk Editor 
 

Ann Allen 
annallen1000@gmail.com 
01626 330965 
 
 

Next deadline for Advertisements and Articles: 
February 12th 
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Happy New Year From The Chordettes, Ladies Close 
Harmony Chorus 

Wow what an end to 2015 the chorus experienced. 
Thank you to all those who came to the Village Hall to 
support us in our Dress Rehearsal prior to our entry in 
the Ladies Association of British Barbershop Singers 
(LABBS) competition. We were under the spotlight, 
literally, as a friend of the chorus, David Cartwright 
came along to film the rehearsal which then appeared 
on BBC Spotlight South West in October. The 
rehearsal was great practice and we improved on last 
years’ scores in both competition entry songs in all 
categories judged. We are aiming to perform even 
better in 2016 and are excited to have two weekends 
of coaching this year from the Musical Director of The 
Cheshire Chord Company, who have a successful track 
record of winning in the competition! 

Ending 2015 we were also honoured to sing at the 
Abbotskerswell Christmas Fair in the Village Hall, at 
the Newton Abbot Christmas Shopping events in 
town and also in Exmouth as guests in a charity 
concert “A Winter Serenade”, with the Classical No.1 
Selling Soprano, Rebecca Newman.  

Rebecca Newman affectionately known as ‘The 
People’s Soprano’ by fans has sung with some of the 
biggest selling classical singers, touring the UK with 
Tenor, Russell Watson and sharing the stage with 
Alfie Boe, Aled Jones, Max Boyce and smash hit 
group, G4. Her debut album, “Dare to Dream” 
entered the Official UK Classical Albums Chart at No.1 
in September 2014. Rebecca, an inspiration, has won 

the hearts of many with her energy, passion for her 
music and down to earth commitment to raising 
funds for many charitable causes. 

The Chordettes are now busy planning a new ‘Learn 
to Sing’ one day workshop on Sunday 28th February 
2016, taking place in Abbotskerswell Village Hall, 
arriving at 9.30am for a 10.00am start, until 4.00pm. 
The majority of the chorus is still fairly newly formed, 
so this will be great experience for beginners and 
experienced singers alike. If you enjoy singing and 
would like to sing with the chorus come and join us 
for a fun day learning to sing songs in four part 
harmony, with tips on breathing, posture and voice 
projection. A small fee of £5 to help cover costs is 
payable on arrival. 

To book ring Jane Barry, Musical Director on 
01626 203901, or email jebarry2002@yahoo.co.uk. 
Alternatively, come along on the day, find details on 
the notice board in the hall or on our website: 
www.thechordettes.co.uk 

The Chordettes: Ladies Close Harmony Chorus 

STOP PRESS 

The Public Meeting arranged by Abbotskerswell Parish Council to gauge 
parishioners’ views on the Linden Homes Appeal against TDC’s refusal to allow 
the building of 53 homes (16 affordable) on land adjacent to the Old Cider Works 
was well attended.  

Recent experience of flooding and transport problems in the parish were the foremost discussion points, 
followed by the need for affordable housing. When you read this article, the Informal Hearing on the 26th 
January will be over and the Inspector’s decision awaited.  

The Parish Council would like to express its profound gratitude to all those who attended and to those who 
gave their well-articulated views. 

mailto:jebarry2002@yahoo.co.uk
http://www.thechordettes.co.uk


Priest: Revd John Leonard Tel. 01803 873006  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
Reader Tim Collins Tel: 01626 365139 
  (email tpc@supanet.com) 

Please note our website and address: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

Looking back; looking forward 

By the time that you read this, February will already have 

become a reality and Christmas will seem an age away! But 

as this is the first AbbTalk of 2016, I couldn’t let the 

occasion go past without expressing my thanks to all those 

involved in ensuring that the village was able to joyfully 

celebrate Christmas. 

All the services we had were very well attended – but only 

made possible by the army of volunteers behind the scene 

who work so hard to make things happen. Whether it’s 

producing service sheets, or providing refreshments; 

ensuring that everyone is in place or making the church 

look stunningly clean and beautiful; the playing of music or 

helping people find a seat – these only happen because of 

the hard work and dedication of many people. So, please 

accept my thanks for all that you do. 

And yet, this year – because of the vagaries of the date of 

Easter – almost as soon as Christmas is over (the ‘official’ 

end of Christmas and Epiphany is Candlemas on 2nd 

February) we begin the penitential season of Lent, leading 

up to Easter! Ash Wednesday – the start of Lent – is 10th 

February. And so all those New Year resolutions which you 

have no doubt very diligently kept since the 1st January, 

can be continued through that period of abstinence that is 

traditionally seen as an integral part of Lent! 

But, having talked above about the challenges of the 

moveable feast that is Easter, it was amazing to hear the 

Archbishop of Canterbury announce recently that the 

worldwide church may soon be in a position to ‘fix’ the 

date of Easter. Since about 325AD the date of Easter has 

been based on a very complicated formula which relates to 

the Jewish celebration of Pesach (or Passover). This had 

meant that Easter day could be as early as 22nd March or 

as Late a 25th April. To have a settled date (well relatively 

settled because Easter has to be celebrated on a Sunday) 

will make things easier for schools and businesses. But 

don’t hold your breath – as ‘soon’ within a church context 

could mean anytime within the next decade or so! 

Upcoming events 

Friday 5th February 7.30pm 

Whose Trick is it Anyway? 

Oliver Meech – comedian and magician will be performing 

in Church House his unique blend of entertainment. This is 

part of the Village in Action season of shows. Fred Still has 

been trying for years to get Oliver to Abbotskerswell and 

he comes highly recommended by him. This is a show for 

all the family and is guaranteed to leave you with a real 

sense of the impossible! Tickets are available from Model 

Stores or by calling 07449 111663 (see notices around the 

village). 

Tuesday 9th February from 11am 

Shrove Tuesday – Pancakes!! 

Who doesn’t love a pancake – either sweet and sugary or hot 

and savoury? What better way to prepare for Lent than to 

indulge in all those ‘naughty’ treats on the day before! 

Available from Church House from 11am there will be a 

great menu of savoury and sweet pancakes available. Not 

your thin crepes masquerading as pancakes, but good, old, 

traditional pancakes – thick and oozing with cream, sugar 

and lemon or chocolate or banana. Or perhaps savoury is 

more your style – well come along and taste that  

indulgence, freshly prepared by a band of talented cooks. 

Here to Hear and Help 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly 

by this team of dedicated and committed volunteers. We 

will continue to do all that we can to meet the needs of 

others, during the time of being without a dedicated priest 

St Mary’s Church 

http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk


in the village. Those who visit in people’s homes do so 

with the authority and support of the parish church and 

will pass to Revd John Leonard any additional spiritual 

support that might be needed. 

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own 
support, then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church 
Warden 

Sunday Lunch 1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church 

House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have been 

providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of each 

month at Church House This was the vision of Revd Gill 

Still, who recognised that for many people Sundays can be 

a little challenging. They may be on their own, or just find 

the effort of making Sunday lunch just one thing too much 

in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and 

talented volunteers have prepared, cooked and served 

over 3000 traditional Sunday roasts, with organic, locally 

sourced meat and vegetables, and a further six teams of 

sweet-toothed connoisseurs have provided a choice of 

delicious puddings. The suggested donation is £6, with any 

profits being reinvested in Church House facilities, and as 

such have contributed to new chairs, a dishwasher and a 

refurbished kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact 

Pat Mackness 01626 353529 

Regular events 

Tues    10.00am  Coffee Morning Church House 

Please remember that Church House is open every 
Tuesday from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and 
wonderful cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good 
time is had by all. 

Wed 6.30pm: Bell Ringers 

 Contact: Johanna Westgate 01626 364652 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 

1st Sunday of the Month 
8.00am Holy Communion  

(Book of Common Prayer – BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 

40 minutes. 

 

 

10am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 

contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 

 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 

40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 

An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 

those who have little experience of formal church services 

and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

10am Morning Prayer (CW) 

A non-Eucharist service that lasts about an hour. 

 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 

40 minutes. 

10am  Eucharist (CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 

about an hour. 

 

4th Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 

40 minutes. 

10am  Parish Praise 

A non-communion informal service using contemporary 

language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

 

5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 

40 minutes. 

10am  Eucharist (CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 

about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 

and Kingskerswell 10.30am.) We also have a number of 

occasional services throughout the year which are 

advertised at Church House and throughout the village. 





Did you attend either of the concerts in the Church in 
the lead up to Christmas? If not you missed a treat. 
This not just the opinion of the choir but reflects the 
many messages of praise we have received. The 
members certainly enjoyed performing the items 
which I think came across to the audience and all 
present left feeling in good spirits for the festivities 
ahead. Many thanks to all who came along and joined 
in heartily and also to those who have let it be known 
how much they enjoyed the concerts. 
 

In early January we held our annual dinner at Stover 
Golf Club which was well attended. This was another 
evening of fun and merriment with some impromptu 
folk singing led by Hugh Edwards on guitar. 
 

All of which has left us in good shape for the new 
season. Michael Roberts our Musical Director is 

selecting a series of songs through the ages to 
demonstrate the way music has always made an 
impact on people’s lives. More details will be 
available in due course. However we do have a date 
for our village concert – WEDNESDAY 1 JUNE in the 
Village Hall. Book that date now. We also hope to put 
on another concert in May but are awaiting an 
invitation. Perhaps someone supports a charity and 
would like to invite us to come along to help raise 
funds. If so do get in touch. 
 

Rehearsals are on Wednesdays 7:30–9:00pm in 
Church House. 
 
Andrew Rose (Chairman) 01626-351886 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

ABBOTKERSWELL 
VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, 
etc.,  

including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required 

One room all day ........................ £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ........... £45.00 
Two rooms all day  ..................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight ......... £90.00 
Use of bar ...................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour ............. £8.00 
Weddings fee ............................... £320.00 
+ includes lighting & heating 

Abboskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 
 

Registered Charity No. 264508 



Chairman’s 2015 AGM report 
 

This year we have built on the successes of previous 
years. Items of note were: 
 

 The village May Day event was, for the second 
year, run successfully by the PTFA and enjoyed by 
the attendees and many thanks to the Maypole 
dancers and their trainers. 

 The Garden Show was run successfully by the 
Show Steering Group, led by David Wilds. Again 
the early engagement with the School contributed 
significantly to its success this year. The Garden 
Show cuisine was a well-presented feast assembled 
and delivered by Maggie and Leo Gibbs and their 
support team.  

 Apart from the contribution all the Trustees make to 
the wellbeing of our community by maintaining an 
important facility for sports and social activities, we 
also support the Parish Council by accommodating 
sandbag storage, salt storage and salt gritter on 
behalf of the Emergency Planning Group. In 2016 a 
defibrillator will be put on an outside wall for 
emergency use. Hopefully, it will not be needed. 

 Project Clean Sweep, a collaborative project 
between Short Mat Bowls and the Village Hall 
Trust to level and renew the main hall floor, was 
successfully delivered by Kevin Farrelly. The end 
result is impressive and certainly has improved the 
ambience of the main hall. A job well done. 

 Not all is always smooth in the running of the Hall 
but day to day problems are quickly resolved with 
the assistance of our hall manager and caretaker, 
David Wilds, who has contributed significantly to 
the Village Hall’s well-being once again this year. 

 

What does go unnoticed, and often un-thanked, is the 
myriad of small tasks and duties that are essential to 
the smooth running of Abbotskerswell’s community 
hall. Thanks to all who have helped over the last year. 
Lynn Howard has now taken sole responsibility for 
booking. 
 

So, 2015 was another good year and although we 
made a trading loss due to the major refurbishments, 
our successes remain highly visible.  

I am sure 2016 will be equally successful. 

Village Hall Voice 

 

Learn to Sing Workshop with The Chordettes 
Ladies Close Harmony Chorus 

 
 

Date: Sunday 28th February 2016 
 

Time: Arrive 9.30am for a 10.00am start, until 4.00pm 
 

Venue: Abbotskerswell Village Hall 

 
Experienced singers or beginners and all age groups 
welcome. 

 
Join us for a fun day learning to sing songs in four 
part harmony, with tips on breathing, posture and 
voice projection. A £5 fee is payable on arrival to help 
cover costs. 
 
To book ring Jane Barry on 01626 203901 or email 
jebarry2002@yahoo.co.uk. Alternatively, come along 
and join us on the day or see our website for details 
www.thechordettes.co.uk 





Abbotskerswell Primary School 
Happy new year to everybody! 
 

I hope you all had a wonderful Christmas and New 
Year. Children and staff here have all come back from 
the break refreshed and ready for 2016. December 
seems a long time ago now but have a look at our 
school pictures taken in the run up to the Christmas 
break; there was a very festive atmosphere.  
 

We have started our new year with an appropriate 
learning theme for January which is Change for the 
Better. This is part of our Cognitive Behaviour Therapy 
work which is linked to Devon’s worthy initiative 
which started this month to support children and 
their parents with mental health. You have probably 
read a lot in the news about mental health and the 
need for the NHS to prioritise this to a similar level to 
physical health. While we are very lucky here to not 
have severe needs, we are using CBT to help us all 
make positive changes in areas that we each think are 
important to us as individuals. It’s a very positive 
programme and follows on well from our Thrive work.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

We are continuing to work hard on providing an 
exciting curriculum. Children in Kingfisher are 
currently working on a project to build a car using 
their Design Technology skills and their understanding 
of forces. Their growing knowledge of the subject is 
being put to good use in their English lessons as they 
write persuasive car adverts. 
 

This term we have had some local residents 
volunteering to help with reading in school which is 
much appreciated. This is in addtion to the super 
work that Felicity House does with our young 
historians and the continued work that the Twinning 
Association are doing to help develop our links with 
France. If you have any area of expertise that you 
would like to share or you would just like to help out, 
we would very much appreciate it. 
 

Equally, our wonderful PTFA would also be very 
appreciative of any time you could spare. While 
raising a lot of money for school they also do an 
amazing job at show-casing the village such as the 
Christmas Craft Fair and the Mayday celebrations. If 
you think you might have a little time to spare the 
next AGM is scheduled for Friday 12th February at the 
Court Farm. Or you could just let school know and I 
will pass on your details. 
 

Finally, please can I request your help. One of our 
local residents, who is disabled, needs to be able to 
use the village shop car park and is understandably 
frustrated because he frequently can’t get access at 
busy school times. If this applies to you, please can I 
respectfully ask you to consider where you park. 
Many thanks. 
 

I wish you health and happiness for 2016. 

Getting in the Mood for Christmas 



Check out the snowmen 

Christmas Parties 

Farewell  
Mrs Farley 



Before Christmas the Abbotskerswell Twinning Association held their annual festive dinner-dance. As in the past 
few years it was held at Stover Golf Club where around 30 members donned posh frocks and dinner-suits to 
enjoy the event. Chairman Sandra Eales welcomed the members who enjoyed a meal followed by a disco. A 
good night was had by all before we boarded our coach and headed back to the village  

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

 
 
 
 
 

 
at The Courtenay Centre, 

Kingsteignton Road, Newton Abbot 

Saturday 6th February 2016 
Between 9.30am–12.30pm 

Tickets – £9 pre-booked or £10 on the door 
Children £5 

Veggie option available 

In aid of 

Newton Abbot & District Committee  
invite you to join us for… 

WORLD CANCER DAY 

Tickets available from Pauline 01626 206736  
Or any committee member 

www.cruk.org 
Cancer Research UK is a registered charity in England and Wales 

(1089464), Scotland (SC041666) and the Isle of Man (1103) 





 

Seager 
Garden Services 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business 
Established 1997 

 

Available for one off jobs,  
contracting and  

regular maintenance   
 

Weeding & Grass cutting 
Hedges & Tree Surgery 
Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing 
Clearance & Restoration 

General Tidying 
 

Free quote call Julian Seagers  
01803 875260 

 

Superior Transport Limited 
Service Hours 24/7 

LOCAL COURIER 

Lee Seaborn 

Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 
superiortransport247@hotmail.com 

Tel. 07479 039762 / 07447 917066 

Luxury bed and breakfast  
with three individually styled  

en-suite rooms from  
£81 per night. 

 
Mark and Liz Lamport 
Bulleigh Barton Manor 
Ipplepen, Newton Abbot 

Devon, TQ12 5UA 
www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk 

01803 873411 

“A country house  

B&B in the heart of 

South Devon.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Tree Care Specialist 

Hedge Trimming & Pruning 

Tree Surgery & Felling 

Logs & Wood Chip Delivered 

Stump Removal 

 
Fully Insured  Free Estimates & Advice 

 

 
Rob Ewers 

Tel: 01626 201189  or  

07878265631 

robewers61@gmail.com   

Want to advertise in AbbTalk? 
Contact: Carol Bickley 

clbickley50@gmail.com 

http://www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk/




 
 
 

 

 Live Monitored Alarms 
 
 Burglary • Fire • Medical Help 
 
 Don’t leave it to chance 
 
 24 Hour live monitored response 

 

 For a  quote call  
 
 01626 362017  



AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 
ABBPAST JANUARY MEETING 

Lido Days are Limited 
 

The new year saw the beginning of AbbPast’s sixth year 

of history talks, the members were presented with their 

membership cards and ‘AbbPast Chronicle’ magazine. 

Once the talk got underway it proved to be a rather 

idiosyncratic offering on the history of outdoor 

swimming pools, with a particular focus on the Art Deco 

lidos of the mid-20th century. However, Earl Connolly’s 

talk delivered a fascinating piece of social history and 

one that the members could relate to from their own 

experiences of holidays from long ago. 

Earl is a retired architect who was once involved in a 

project to restore an Art Deco lido and from there his 

interest grew, and once he retired he set out to chart 

the 200 that were built and how they fair today. 60 still 

exist and he showed us photographs of some stunning 

examples such as Saltdean in Brighton. The word ‘lido’ is 

Italian for beach and came into use in England in 1935 

with the Edmonton Lido in London. There had been 

outdoor swimming pools, the oldest existing one was 

built in 1815 at Bathwick; of course Newton Abbot had 

one at Penn Inn from 1935 until 1987. Earl defined a lido 

as more than a swimming pool, with bathers being able 

to sunbathe and take recreation as well.  

He also showed us some examples of sea pools, ones 

that fill up with sea water as at Plymouth Hoe, where 

there were five pools. This was because there was no 

mixed bathing, in fact until the 1900s when men and 

boys bathed they didn’t wear trunks and in reality it was 

more like taking a bath; men had to wear torso 

costumes until the 1930s to cover their bodies. We were 

taken through a tour of swimming costumes, the bikini 

was created in 1946 and had to be able to pass through 

a wedding ring, bathing machines, holiday camps, 

concrete diving boards and the sad decline of the lido. 

This was a talk that was really enjoyed by the members, 

full of good research, interesting knowledge and splendid 

social context for an event we have all been involved in 

but rarely considered its history. Our next meeting is on  

8 February at 7.30 in Church House when our talk will 

be on “Heroes & Villains” (we will find out who was 

brave and who wasn’t) by AbbPast member Nick 

Nicholson. Our topics are always diverse and interesting 

so why not give it a go and join us for the evening? 

Everyone is welcome: come as a visitor and see what we 

have to offer. 

Look at our website, www.abbpast.co.uk, and find out 

what we are up to. 

Pete Wade 

Date for your diary 
12th June 2016 

FREE VILLAGE STREET PARTY 
After the success of the 2012 street Party, we thought it would be good to do it again  

this time to celebrate the Queens 90th Birthday 
Hopefully without the rain!! 

BBQ, entertainment, music and games 

Tickets and more details to follow in the Spring 

We’d love as many people as possible to be involved before the event, and on the day,  
so if you’d like to help in any way then please contact 

Lynn at model stores@btconnect.com 
Wendy at wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Viv at mrcpbell@talktalk.net 

Lets make this another memorable village event 

Any donations towards the running costs would be gratefully received 

mailto:stores@btconnect.com
mailto:wendytq12@btinternet.com
mailto:mrcpbell@talktalk.net


Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Comings and goings 

As ever at this time of year clubs are seeking to bring 
fresh blood in to the club while others are moving on. 
Sadly our young opening bowler Hugo Whitlock who 
represented the Devon Lions last year has transferred to 
Bovey Tracey and Premier League cricket. He is a 
talented cricketer and we wish him well. Another 
stalwart Guy Harrison-Roberts a former Second team 
captain and more recently regular first team player has 
moved away but we hope he may return in the future. 
However we have managed to find new faces. Brett 
Williams from Hallora Cricket Club in Australia, with 
whom Abbotskerswell have developed close links over 
the years with players making the journey in both 
directions, is following in the footsteps of his older 
brother Ryan who had a very successful season with us 
in 2014. Brett is a left arm bowler and batsman. Ricardo 
Small a fast bowler who has represented Barbados 
Under 19s is taking a 6 month sabbatical from his Sports 
Studies degree to come and play in Devon. As he has a 
UK passport he can also play for our firsts. Another 
Australian from Bendigo Cricket Club in Australia, a 
carpenter by trade, known to a previous overseas player 
at our club is making his own way to Devon and is happy 
to play in our seconds. We shall try and support these 
arrivals with accommodation and hopefully some work 
and if anyone in the community thinks they can help 
please get in touch with our Chairman Paul Mitchell 
abbotsccchairman@gmail.com. From Ashburton, after a 
break via the cruise ships where he has been working, 
comes Tom Durman a more than useful all-rounder who 
will add his experience to strengthen a youngish side full 
of potential that should come to the fore in 2016. 
 
Playing Matters 

There are two sides playing in the Torbay Indoor 
League this winter. They are playing with great 
enthusiasm and also some success and having a lot of 
fun taking part and keeping their skills in good shape. 

For those who are looking forward to the outdoor 
season and playing for our adult sides we have 
booked St. Cuthbert Mayne School, Paignton, Sports 
Hall for indoor nets from 6:00–8:00pm on the 
following dates: 

Tues 8th March 

Tues 15th March 

Tues 22nd March 

Weds 30th March 

Tues 5th April 

If you would like to come along please do so or if you 
want more details contact Paul Mitchell or our Secretary 
through the website www.abbotskerswellcc.co.uk, or me. 

 
Ground Developments 

The club as always is looking to develop the facilities 
we have both to attract players to what we can offer 
and to ensure our own members enjoy the match day 
experience. We have applied for grants to help with 
this work and hope for a favourable outcome. More 
ambitiously we are exploring the possibility of a new 
pavilion in the top corner of the field inside the gate 
and to extend our car parking facilities. Again this will 
require extensive fund raising to top up whatever 
grants we can obtain. We will keep you posted on 
developments. 
 
Sponsorship 

Shortly our Sponsorship Secretary James Cartwright 
will be contacting our existing sponsors in the hope 
that you will all renew. If you are not yet a sponsor 
please contact the club (see above) as there are lots 
of ways big and small you can support your local club 
to ensure it continues to prosper. 
 
Andy Rose  
01626-351886 

mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
http://www.abbotskerswellcc.co.uk/


Abbotskerswell Pre School 
The Village Hall, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF 

Monday – Friday 9.10 – 11.10 Term Times 
For all children from the age of two 

NEWS 

Here at Abbotskerswell Pre-school we have been 
extremely busy over the last few months changing the 
way we are managed. We have changed from being a 
Charity run by a Committee of volunteer parents, to a 
Community Interest Company run by members of 
staff. We will continue to run as a not for profit social 
enterprise and have, as always, got the best interests 
of children and the community at heart. We hope you 
will find this change to be for the better and be 
certain that the future of preschool is secured. 

Preschool is for all children from the age of two. We 
have a curriculum to follow called the Early Years 
Foundation Stage. This is the statutory framework set 
out by the Department for Education to cover the 
development and care of all children from birth to 
five years.  

There are 7 areas of learning and development which 
must shape activities and experiences (educational 
programmes) for children in all early years settings. 

All areas of learning and development are important 
and inter-connected. Three areas are particularly 
crucial for igniting children’s curiosity and enthusiasm 
for learning and for building their capacity to learn, 
form relationships and thrive. These three areas, the 
prime areas, are:  

Personal Social and Emotional Development 

This involves helping children to develop a positive 
sense of themselves, and others; to form positive 
relationships and develop respect for others; to 
develop social skills and learn how to manage their 
feelings; to understand appropriate behaviour in 
groups; and to have confidence in their own abilities.  

Communication and Language 

This involves giving children opportunities to 
experience a rich language environment; to develop 
their confidence and skills in expressing themselves; 
and to speak and listen in a range of situations.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Physical Development 

This involves providing opportunities for young 
children to be active and interactive; and to develop 
their co-ordination, control, and movement. Children 
must also be helped to understand the importance of 
physical activity, and to make healthy choices in 
relation to food.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Play is essential for children’s development, building 
their confidence as they learn to explore, to think about 
problems, and relate to others. Children learn by leading 
their own play and by taking part in play which is guided 
by adults. We thoroughly believe children learn best 
when they are happy and engaged in play. 

This is what happens every day at Abbotskerswell 
Preschool. 

E: abbotskerswellpreschool@hotmail.co.uk  
T: 07986519495 

W: abbotskerswellpreschool.org 



 
 
 
 

 
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held Monday  

14th December 2015 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  
Meeting commenced at 7.30pm  

 
Present Cllr K Eales (Chairman), Cllr R Whiffin (Vice-Chair), 
Cllr K Farrelly, Cllr Mrs M Colclough, Cllr B Chambers, Cllr P 
Marino, C Cllr A Dewhirst, Cllr Mrs W Grierson. 
 

In Attendance – Mrs M Crompton (Allotments), 1 Member 
of the Public, Mr J Lewis (Tree Warden). 
 
Apologies for Absence – D Cllr D Smith. 
 
Declarations of interest  
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 30th 
November 2015. 
Minutes of the Planning Meeting – no meeting held. 
 
The above minutes have been distributed and read – 
proposed by Cllr R Whiffin & seconded by Cllr B Chambers 
with all in agreement and duly signed by the Chairman – 
Cllr K Eales. 
 
Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes)  
1) Police Report – no report given. 
2) Potholes – Odle Hill Grove, 2 holes appearing.  
 
Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council – 
 
Application no 15/03319/MAJ – Rydon Farm, Two Mile 

Oak – Variation of condition 2 to planning application 
13/02129/MAJ – Installation of ground mounted solar 
array (total site area of 68,000m2) estimated output of 
12 megawatts (mW) and associated infrastructure) to 
change overall layout and reduce number of panels, 
relocate 3 transformers, changes in mounting 
framework, removal of ground mounted radar sensors 
and addition of 7 CCTV poles, 7 monitoring cabinets, 
variation of dimensions of the inverters, collector 
stations, surrounded by timber and wire fence, vary 
sizes of collector station and client substation, 
dimensions and external finish of the DNO substation, 
removal of 2 sections of hedge, provision of a 
composting wc and amendments to landscaping. No 
comment from the Parish Council – all in agreement.  

 
Applications received from Devon County Council –  
Application no DCC/3663/2014 – Stoneycombe Quarry, 

Newton Abbot – Scheme of conditions submitted in 
respect of First Periodic Review. C Cllr A Dewhirst 
updated the Parish Council on the situation. Concerns 
raised are the use of the roads and the lorries used.  
Also the fact that they are proposing to eventually dig 
down to -40 metres below sea level which could affect 
the water table in the area. This matter will be carried 
forward to January’s PC agenda for further comments 

once all the information provided has been looked at. 
 
Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council  
Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – Application no 

15/02549/FUL – Mr & Mrs J Urquhart – Maristowe, 
Priory Road – Replace flat roof with pitched roof, 
single storey replacement extensions to south east 
and south west elevations and conversion of 
outbuilding to ancillary accommodation.  

 
Planning Matters 
a) Conitor House – noted that TDC originally took a 
strong line with developers asking for information 
required. The developers subsequently wrote to TDC 
confirming that they have taken advice from Landmark 
Barristers and they stated they had provided information 
and paperwork required and TDC have now confirmed that 
Permission will be approved.  
b) NA2 Whitehill consultation closes on the 15th 
January 2016 – Chairman – Cllr K Eales met with Richard 
Jenks on site who is part of the Highweek Residents 
Association (HRA). Comments will be made from the 
Parish Council to support the HRA.  
c) Linden Homes – Land at Manor Road – Appeal 
hearing on the 26th January 2016 at 10am TDC. Residents 
will be encouraged to attend, a notice will go onto the 
website and Manor Road Residents will be spoken to. 
Progress report to be given on the next Planning Agenda 
(also circulate comments made by the Parish Council to 
the original Planning Application).   
d) Scoping opinion – NA2 – Historic England have made 
comments on this application and have suggestion that the 
local plan is re-visited with regard to the housing allocation. 
 

Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr R Whiffin reported that 
the aims and objectives have been drafted and will then be 
formally set out and revised. Public workshop to be 
organised in early February 2016.  
b) Provision of a Bus Shelter in Wilton Way – Cllr B 
Chambers reported that a quote has been received from 
AP Building Services for putting in the shelter and 
removing the seat and putting in new concrete bases.  
2 more quotes will be required and a planning application 
needs to be submitted. Noted that also the Post Box and 
Phone Box need a clean and repaint – the Clerk will write 
to the relevant companies to ask them to do this.  
c) Quaker Burial Ground – some works have already 
been done by the community payback team. A quote has 
been received to clear the Parish Council ground on Wilton 
Way now of the tree stumps and get it ready for seeding 
for a sum of £230, also £200 has been quoted to clear the 
Quaker Ground. Cllrs were all in agreement to get both 
jobs done and try to get reimbursed the £200 from the 
owners of the Burial Ground. 
 
Correspondence –  
Queens 90th Birthday – June 2016 – Cllr Mrs W Grierson 

confirmed that a street party is to be organised on 
Sunday June 12th 2016. 



Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 
Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see report 

attached to the minutes. 
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough and District Cllr D 

Smith – Cllr Mrs M Colclough reported on Heart of 
South West devolution which will be considered by TDC 
on the 11th January 2016, more information will be 
forthcoming at January’s PC meeting. 

c) Emergency Planning Committee report. 
 1) Grants for defibrillators – Cllr K Farrelly has 

applied for a grant from the British Heart Foundation. 
Matter was raised at the Village Hall Committee who 
are supportive of having it installed at the Village Hall.  

d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – no 
meeting held. 

e) Allotments Report – Ivy on the Parish Rooms has been 
done by Derek Scarr – letter of thanks to go to him for 
this work.  

f) P3 Report – nothing to report. 
g) Village Hall Report – Cllr K Eales reported – AGM held, 

May Day event and Garden Show both very successful. 
The renewal of the Hall Floor has been completed and 
is very impressive. Lynn Howard has now taken on sole 
responsibility for booking of the Hall. Hall made loss this 
year but money was spent on the Floor and the Toilets, 
so this was expected. 

h) Tree Warden Report – no report given. 
i) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 

meetings or Committees. 
1) TALC – minutes have been circulated.  
2) Stoneycombe Liaison. 
3) Cllr K Eales attended a meeting of the CPRE who 
are close monitoring planning applications and will give 
the PC £250 towards ongoing costs. 

J) DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges – Sign at 
Great Oak Cross has now been replaced. Rubbish 
dumped to be reported to the Blitz Team.  

k) Primary School Report – nothing to report. 
l)  Volunteer Action Group – spraying to be done early 

Spring 2016. 
m)  Website – the new site has had over 700 hits. Letter of 

thanks to Liz Clowes for getting the website to its current 
stage. 

n)  Consultations – CIL Consultation now currently underway 
– Cllr K Eales and Cllr P Marino will look at this. CC 
Highways Consultation – Cllr K Eales will do this one.  

o) Grass Cutting Contract 2016 – prices will stay the same 
as 2015. Ask Paul if suitable can he do another grass cut 
if the weather is right as the grass is still growing, all in 
agreement for renewing at next year’s contract at 
current 2015/16 pricing.   

 
Cheques for Signature/Finances   

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1252 = £20.00 – Cash (Stamps). 
Cheque no 1253 = £140.70 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning). 

Cheque no 1254 = £150.70 – TDC (Uncontested Election 
Expenses). 

Cheque no 1255 = £15.01 (vat £2.50) – Bob Chambers 
(Fuel). 

Cheque no 1256 = £1,179.88 (vat £196.65) – Hydro-Rod 
(Toilet Drainage Repairs). 

Cheque no 1257 = £651.60 (vat £108.60) – Hydro-Rod 
(Toilet Drainage Repairs). 

Cheque no 1258 = £352.78 (vat £58.80) – South West 
Grounds Maintenance (Grass Cutting). 

Cheque no 1259 = £50.00 – Carl Bloxidge (Litter Pick 
December). 

Cheque no 1260 = £488.48 – Sharon Raggett (Clerks 
Wages December). 

 
Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 973 = £100.00 – ARA Draw  
Cheque no 974 = £20.00 – ARA Draw  
Cheque no 975 = £5.00 – ARA Draw  
Cheque no 976 = £5.00 – ARA Draw  
Cheque no 977 = £5.00 – ARA Draw  
Cheque no 978 = £5.00 – ARA Draw  
 
Bank Balances      
ARA Account Balance December 2015 = £3,311.33 
Village Events Account – £138.83 (held within ARA 
Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance December 2015 = 
£22,414.23 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 
Neighbourhood Plan = £3,500 (held with Parish Council 
Account). 

 
Cheques proposed by Cllr Mrs M Colclough and 
seconded by Cllr B Chambers with all in agreement.  
 
Audit Procurement for 2017 Accounts – an opt out 
option is available to Parish Councils who need to 
advise of their intent in writing by the end of January 
2016 – proposed by Cllr R Whiffin and seconded by Cllr 
K Farrelly with all in agreement to opt out and use 
Hania Lee Accounting for 2017 audit.  
 
Any Items to go onto next Parish Council meeting’s 

Agenda.  
 
ARA Draw – December 2015 
£100 – 964 - Sarah Leach – Croft Cottage, Slade Lane 
£20 – 770 – Mrs J Sherlock – 15 Grange Road 
£5 – 239 – Mr D McNee – Bede Cottage, Slade Lane 
£5 – 596 – Mrs Julie Arrow – Crystalwood, Stonemans 

Hill  
£5 – 324 – Mrs Jenning – 17 Wilton Way 
£5 – 675 – Mrs Clemments – 52 Wilton Way 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 
9.25pm  



2015 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 
(Chairman) Cllr K Eales 

9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu     

(Vice Chairman) Cllr R Whiffin 

The Coach House, Court Grange, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NH 

01626 365626 or richardwhiffin@hotmail.com 

Cllr R Chambers (Chair ARA) 

3 Hillside Cottages, Totnes Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NG 

01626 352651 or Bob-chambers@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 
 
 
 
 
Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish  
Rooms – Monday 25th January 2016 @ 7.30pm. 
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS 
AND REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO 
THEM – PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607 

 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 

1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or mary@marycolclough.freeserve.co.uk 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 

8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956  or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 

31 Wilton Way,Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

Cllr Mrs W Grierson 

Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr    Vacancy  

District Cllr D Smith 

Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 

Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 

34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 

 

FREE CALL OUT 

CALL TIM ON: 07757 121550  

OFFICE: 01626 211153 

 



01803 814309 
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Members of  the AbbTalk committee presenting the 
prizes to the winning artists of  the pictures in last 

month’s edition of  AbbTalk  
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Don’t get caught out by spring changes 

April 2016 will usher in a series of new tax and regulatory changes for the savings and investment industry. 
With just six months to go, here are four changes that should be on the radar of every investor and their 
adviser. 

PERSONAL SAVINGS ALLOWANCE  

A shake-up of the personal savings allowance will see basic rate taxpayers receive the first £1,000 of interest 
tax free and higher rate taxpayers the first £500. 

When the change takes effect from 6 April, banks and building societies will stop automatically taking 20% in 
income tax from interest earned on non-ISA savings.  

FLEXIBLE ISAs 

Fully flexible ISAs are set to arrive in April 2016, allowing investors to withdraw cash and replace it in the 
same tax year, without impacting their annual ISA allowance.  

DIVIDEND TAXATION 

From April 2016, investors will not pay any tax on the first £5,000 of income they receive from dividends. 
Dividend income over this amount will be taxed at 7.5% for basic rate payers, 32.5% for higher rate payers 
and 38.1% for savers in the additional rate band. 

As a result, there will be changes to the half-yearly statements and tax credits and statements issued by 
companies and unit trusts and, as the underlying taxation assumptions are updated, it should make 
completing tax returns simpler. 

Investors will need to pay greater attention to the funds that pay interest and those that pay dividends.  

Given the large volume of cash being invested into multi-asset style funds, this will be particularly 
interesting for assets held outside of ISAs and pensions, identifying which funds pay interest distributions 
and which funds pay dividend distributions. 

Most multi-asset funds pay dividend distributions but a small proportion do pay interest distributions.  

So for people looking to leverage their income from different pots as they drift into retirement this becomes 
more interesting, and professional investment advice is strongly recommended. 

Future changes 

While we can expect plenty of other changes ahead of April – including a potential announcement on 
pension tax relief – preparing early and putting a plan in place can prevent any spring surprises. 

The tax year end is looming and the early Easter date means for ISA and pension savers the closing date is 
effectively 22nd March for last minute investments. 
 
For professional investment advice please contact Dave Hedge at Hedgelands on 01626 360654. 



ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. 
Visit & host twinning friends' alternate years. Members 
meet for a Social evening & supper. Middle of each month 
usually in Church House. Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or 
Rosemary Whiffin 365626 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact 
Marilyn Whitefoot 361275 

Abbotskerswell W.I. 

Church House 2nd Tuesday of the month 7pm. W.I for the 
woman of today. Make new friends, have a good time, 
learn new skills. Wl meet for talks and demonstrations on 
anything from gardening to computers, they also organise 
outings and get involved in the community. Contact: 
Christine Lewis 01626 351378 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every 
month. Speakers on historical topics both local and 
further afield. Contact: Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible 
lighting available to book. 
Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Wednesday 
evenings from 7pm–8pm. We would love to welcome some 
new members. You do not have to be musical – just be 
able to count to six! Contact Johanna Westgate on 364652 
or just come along to the church on Wednesday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every 
Wednesday from 7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 
16yrs who is interested in the possibility of joining is 
welcome to come along preferably after contacting the 
Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at 
Christmas and late May/early June. Contact: Andrew Rose 
01626 351886. 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.30–8.30pm Abbotskerswell Recreation 
Area court – £1 a session. Contact: Mandy Henwood 01626 
364080. 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 3 Devon League 
sides on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly 
sides, with training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for 
boys and girls from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 
6:00pm. Colts teams from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local 
leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 07778-017326 or Richard Codd 
07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. 
We have working layouts in OO and N scale where members 
can run their own models. Refreshments available. Contact 
John Whitehead on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the 
Flood Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or 
sandbags to protect your property, then please contact Dave 
on: 01626 355541 or 07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Bridge Club 

We meet at the Village Hall (parking available) on Thursday 
evenings at 6.45pm. This is a friendly club which offers a warm 
welcome. Contact numbers are David Carpenter 01803 392581 
and Cathy Lee 01626 779147 

Parish Rooms 
To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–10:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES Tel: 01626 333387 
   Open 7 days a week  6am–8pm 

Nearest Post Office services can be found in  

Ipplepen, Kingskerswell and Newton Abbot. 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays - 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626215838 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your 

house name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

British Telecom Faults          151 

Electricity Western Power    08456 012989 

Gas       0800   317960 

Water       0800   378937 

Street Lighting     08705 561851 

Teignbridge Council        01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council    01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden     01626 351378 

Dog Warden      01626 215881 

Crimestoppers     0800   555111 

Samaritans      01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital     01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital    01626 324500 

RSPCA      0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line    01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line    01626 833664 

National Express Coach    08705 808080 

Rail Information     08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter    01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth    01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre    01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema     08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre      01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn    01803 812717 

Locksmith      01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly      01626 354956

(Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line     01626 203141
(Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College    01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School   01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

 

 

 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

