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Abbotskerswell Village Hall Trust 
Annual Garden Show – Sat 6th August 2016 

We are preparing this year’s programme. This means collecting sponsor money, which is kindly 
donated by villagers and local businesses, to put towards the staging of the show, prize money etc. 

It would not happen without your support. 
The programmes then need to be typed up and printed ready for publishing at the beginning of June, giving people time 
to decide which classes to prepare for.  

STOP PRESS – NEW AND CHANGED CLASSES for 2016 
Largest Tomato ***New 

Arrangement to Celebrate Queen's 90th Birthday ***New 
A Cake for the Queen ***New 

Loaf of Bread ***New 
Collage (any subject) ***New 
Self-decorated Pot ***New 

Limerick (any subject) ***New 
Photograph – Water or snow or ice ***New 

Some people help by sponsoring the show (sponsorships are from £5 and sponsors’ names are included in the 
programmes), others donate a raffle prize and some give their time on the committee or help out on the day.  

 
All help is gratefully received. 

 
Please contact Dave Wilds on 01626 355541  

or 07779 685788 if you would like to help  
or require any further information. 

In February the ATA held a their monthly meeting in Church 
House with a three-course meal followed by table-sports. 
Members Ian and Julie Arrow organised the sports which 
included football, shot-putt, curling and javelin, mostly carried 
out on tables. 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

A very different and enjoyable 
evening for the 30 members who 
attended. New chairman Andy 
Rose thanked all those who had 
made the event possible. 



Dear Reader 
 

Easter will soon be here and hopefully Spring is just 
around the corner—or at least the rain might stop! 
 

There are lots of upcoming events in and around the 
village and organisations recruiting new members, so 
why not go along and try something new. 
 

Also remember to keep an eye on the website for all 
the latest news and events. 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 
 

Happy Easter from AbbTalk. 
 

Ann Allen 
AbbTalk Editor 
 
annallen1000@gmail.com 
01626 330965 

 
Next deadlines: 
Advertisements – March 15th  
Articles – March 18th 

 

11:00‒11:30am 
UNDER 14s INVITED WITH PARENTS 

£1 PER PERSON 
100% ADMISSION FEES TO CANCER RESEARCH 

9:30–11:00am – MIXED NETBALL 
MEN AND WOMEN, BOYS AND GIRLS  
14 YEARS AND OVER INVITED TO JOIN IN 
£2 PER PERSON 
100% ADMISSION FEES TO  
CANCER RESEARCH 

Raffle and cake sale 

raising funds for 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Contact:  
Jen 07817 726083 

Sensible shoes and no jewellery please 
(except wedding rings). 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Kevin Eales Chairman & Village Hall 
Representative 

 (kevin@eales.eu) 

Carol Bickley  Treasurer & Advertorial Manager 
 (clbickley50@gmail.com) 

Felicity House  Secretary & AbbPast Representative 
(felicitygh@aol.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Singers and 
 Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

Peter Bickley 

John Whitehead Pictorial Editor  
 (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Tim Collins  Church Representative 
 (tpandme@btinternet.com) 

mailto:Manager-(clbickley50@gmail.com
mailto:Manager-(clbickley50@gmail.com
mailto:felicitygh@aol.com
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Priest: Revd John Leonard Tel. 01803 873006  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
Reader Tim Collins Tel: 01626 365139 
  (email tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Please note our website: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

Lent – What is it all about? 

Having just left the celebration of Christmas behind, the 
Church finds itself plunged into the penitential season that 
is Lent. Austere, self-denial, giving things up – chocolate, 
coffee, alcohol; or taking things on – extra prayer time, 
bible study, community service, Lenten lunches. What’s it 
all about? What’s it for? 

The forty days from Ash Wednesday to Good Friday (and 
before you get your calendars out I know that is more than 
40 days, but Sundays don’t count!) reflects the forty days 
Jesus is said to have spent in the wilderness after his baptism 
by St John and before the start of his public ministry. You can 
read of this time in the Gospels: Matthew Chapter 4 v1–11, 
Mark Chapter 1 v12–13, Luke Chapter 4 v1–13.  

Since the formation of the church, it has also traditionally 
been a time for the preparation of those who wished to 
become part of the family of Christians. It was a time of 
seeking and searching, exploring one’s deepest thoughts 
and beliefs.  

This tradition carries on today, when churches will 
encourage their members to use the time of Lent to deepen 
their faith, by reflecting on the time of trial of Jesus in the 
wilderness, and to consider the needs of the wider 
community.  

And so, giving up and taking on. 

Me? What will I be doing? Well, I am in the middle of some 
significant personal development for ministry, but I am also 
committed to spending at least twenty minutes a day in 
stillness and quiet contemplation. Using, perhaps, a verse 
or two of scripture or some images of Christ in the 
wilderness to help me focus. Wish me well. 

Tim Collins (Reader and Ordinand) 
 

Lent & Easter Services 

6th March 10am  Mothering Sunday 

20th March 10am Palm Sunday Service 

21st March 7pm  Holy Week Night Prayer 

22nd March 7pm Holy Week Night Prayer 

23rd March 7pm Holy Week Night Prayer 

24th March 7pm Agape Service Kingskerswell 

25th March 2pm Good Friday Devotional Service 

27th March 10am  Easter Day Celebration 

Please keep an eye out for more details on these services 
on the Church Noticeboard on Church House 
 

Magical Mystery Mayhem…. 

Friday 5th February witnessed a real treat in Church House. 
Oliver Meech entertained a lively audience in an evening of 
comedy and magic. Oliver has performed to sell-out audiences 
at the Edinburgh Fringe. This experience ensured that he 
engaged all ages – from 7 to 77 and beyond – with his unique 
blend of improvisation, wit and wonder. Responding to the 
vagaries of the eclectic gathering, Oliver produced a show that 
somehow combined the tale of a disillusioned taxidermist 
who wanted to become a magician, with card tricks, coin 
tricks, rope tricks and impossible tricks. All who attended left 
feeling amused and amazed. If you get the chance do go and 
see Oliver at Honiton on 23rd April at the Beehive – you won’t 
regret it. 
 

Shrove Tuesday – Pancakes!! 

Grateful thanks to all who made the traditional pancake 
making session another great success. A fantastic range of 
both savoury and sweet pancakes were produced to feed 
the hungry hoards. Perfectly cooked and tossed, the 
pancakes were enjoyed by all who partook. Though I am 
not really sure how the cyclists managed to pedal away so 
furiously after so many pancakes were consumed! 

Again, many thanks to the cooks, the waiting staff and the 
washing-uppers. 

Upcoming events 

Mothering Sunday – 6th March 

No one is absolutely certain exactly how the idea of 
Mothering Sunday began, but we know that on this day, 
about four hundred years ago, people who lived in little 
villages made a point of going not to their local church but 
to the nearest big church. To what was called the Mother 
Church. And some would go to the nearest city to worship 
in the cathedral – the 'mother church' of all other churches 
in that area or 'diocese'. People who visited their mother 
church would say they had gone "a mothering." 

If you enjoyed our services over the Christmas period, then 
please join us for another of those significant Sunday 

St Mary’s Church 

mailto:tpandme@btinternet.com
http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk


services. A chance to say thank you to all those who act as 
‘mothers’ in our lives. 

This will be an informal service, during which there will be 
an opportunity to make posies to give to that special 
person in your life who has provided for you and cared for 
you and helped you be who you are. 
 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly 
by church members. We will continue to do all that we can 
to meet the needs of others, during the time of being 
without a dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in 
people’s homes do so with the authority and support of 
the parish church and will pass to Revd John Leonard any 
additional spiritual support that might be needed. 

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own 
support, then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church 
Warden. 

Sunday Lunch 1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church 

House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have been 
providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of each 
month at Church House This was the vision of Revd Gill 
Still, who recognised that for many people Sundays can be 
a little challenging. They may be on their own, or just find 
the effort of making Sunday lunch just one thing too much 
in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and 
talented volunteers have prepared, cooked and served 
over 3000 traditional Sunday roasts, with organic, locally 
sourced meat and vegetables, and a further six teams of 
sweet-toothed connoisseurs have provided a choice of 
delicious puddings. The suggested donation is £6, with any 
profits being reinvested in Church House facilities, and as 
such have contributed to new chairs, a dishwasher and a 
refurbished kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact 
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 

Regular events 

Tues 10.00am  Coffee Morning Church House 

Please remember that Church House is open every 
Tuesday from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and 
wonderful cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good 
time is had by all. 

Wed 6.30pm: Bell Ringers 

 Contact: Johanna Westgate 01626 364652 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 

1st Sunday of the Month 
8.00am Holy Communion  

(Book of Common Prayer – BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

10am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 

 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 

An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

10am Morning Prayer (CW) 

A non-Eucharist service that lasts about an hour. 

 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

10am  Eucharist (CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

 

4th Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

10am  Parish Praise 

A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

 

5th Sunday of the Month 

On the 5th Sunday of the month there will be no services at 
Abbotskerswell. There will be a joint Eucharist for the 
three parishes of Abbotskerswell, Coffinswell and 
Kingskerswell and this will take place at 10.30am at 
Kingskerswell Parish Church.  

 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 10.30am.) We also have a number of 
occasional services throughout the year which are 
advertised at Church House and throughout the village. 





The Chordettes ladies barbershop close harmony chorus 
rehearse weekly in our Village Hall led by Musical Director 
Jane Barry. They are the main attraction in a charity 
concert to be held at The Avenue Methodist Church on 
Friday 18 March 7:30pm. They will be singing a wide 
variety of well-known and popular songs in their unique a 
capella style in each half of the concert. In addition we are 
pleased to have two soloists, our very own Julie Arrow 
playing the harp and Ian Doddrell organist at The Avenue. 
This is an evening not to be missed, one of quality 
entertainment. All this plus interval refreshments is yours 
for just £7.50 a ticket. They are available from Andrew 
Rose aprose53@hotmail.com or 01626-351886. 
 

All funds raised will go to support Newton Crisis Aid 
established a few months ago to support the growing crisis 
of refugees across Europe.  
 

Newton Crisis Aid was set up in September 2015 by the 
people of Newton Abbot and surrounding areas as a practical 
response to the refugee crisis in Syria, its neighbouring 
Countries and Europe. It provides a quick local response 
through fund raising, collection or purchasing of goods, and 
raising awareness. We have already raised nearly £4000 that 

has gone to Red Cross Europe Refugee Crisis Appeal and we 
also support Refugee Support (Devon) Ltd. 
 
Clothes Collection for Refugees 
 

Recently Newton Crisis Aid has been provided with storage 
facilities for goods which are transported on a regular 
basis to a depot in Taunton. This depot operated by People 
to People Solidarity Group Refugee Aid sorts and delivers 
these goods to the point of greatest need across Europe 
on a weekly basis. Can you help? There is an urgent 
demand in particular for the following goods:  
 

Good quality warm clothes, hats, gloves and scarves 
for all, sensible shoes waterproof coats, trousers and 
jackets and also blankets and sleeping bags. 

 

If you want to help please bring goods to the Race Course 
to the room under the old grandstand on Thursdays 
between 2:00–4:00pm where volunteers will be on hand 
to gratefully receive what you can bring or contact me for 
further details. 
 
Andrew Rose 

Local Talent in Charity Concert 

ABBOTKERSWELL 
VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, etc.,  
including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required  

One room all day .............................£100.00 

One room 6pm–midnight ................ £45.00 

Two rooms all day ..........................£160.00 

Two rooms 6pm–midnight .............. £90.00 

Use of bar ........................................... £10.00 

All other groups per hour .................. £8.00 

Weddings fee ....................................£320.00 

includes lighting & heating  

Abbotskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 

Registered Charity No. 264508 



Abbotskerswell Primary School 

This year we are having a big push to improve our 
science teaching and learning in school. We are trying 
to get more writing and maths done via science and 
we tried to inspire enjoyment for the subject with a 
special Science Week. 

In this week, our youngest children came into school 
one day to discover that their class treasure chest had 
been stolen. The crime scene was duly cordoned off 
and an investigation launched. Using their senses to 
discover the culprit, they followed the trail of 
handwriting clues, finger prints and a mysterious shoe 
print. They interviewed several witnesses and 
arrested a suspect. However, I firmly believe that a 
miscarriage of justice took place and the wrong 
person was accused! 

Other children explored teeth and skeletons, 
completing experiments with coins to look at the 
corrosive affect of different solutions on teeth. They 
also undertook some interesting work investigating 
mathematical measures of the human skeleton to 
look for correlations. 

The older children got into some food science 
technology as they designed, cooked and evaluated 
different pasta dishes. They also took part in a 
computer-based car-design racing project led by the 
manager of Plymouth Fab Lab who commented that  

 

out of the 30 primary schools he had done this in, our 
children were the most advanced in their 
programming skills. He also said that they got further 
than some of the secondary schools he has worked in. 
We hope to further develop our link with Fab Lab. 

Our Year 4, 5 and 6 enjoyed a trip to a science 
museum, @Bristol which was a real inspiration to 
their engagement with the subject. 

The culmination of our week was a Science Fair on 
the last day. Scientists from Kingfisher Class worked 
hard to create an amazing experience for parents and 
visitors as they showed off their new talents and 
shared their expertise. It was a very big success and 
we received some lovely feedback from visitors so we 
plan to make it an annual affair. 

I would like to say thank you very much to Mrs 
Kerswell who masterminded the Science Week and 
has invigorated the school with a new lease of life for 
the subject.  

We are also working hard to meet the demands and 
higher expectations of the new Maths curriculum. To 
help with this we ran another of our Maths Days 
recently when we invited parents into school to see 
how their child is being 
taught and for them to 
have a lesson themselves. 
We hope that by doing 
this, parents will gain a 
better insight into how 
we teach Maths and be 
better able to support at 
home. 





Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club are proud to 
announce that we have now been bowling for 30 years.  
 

For those of you who can remember 1986, the original 
committee members were Gilbert Eales, Phil and Trish 
Tucker, Tom and Joan Campbell, John and Angela 
Mitchinson and myself. Over these past years we have 
punched above our weight for a small club and had a 
range of notable successes. We are rightfully proud of 
our trophy cabinet, displayed for all to see in the 
Village Hall. Some years ago now we participated at 
County level but more recently have made the 
Teignbridge Triples League our main focus. We won 
this competition in 2014 and are hopeful again of 
winning this League Trophy this season.  
 

Having the benefit of the fabulous new Village Hall 
floor, we are able for the first time to play three mats 
and run a tournament. Our first such tournament is 
planned for Saturday 9 April when the Abbotskerswell 
Charity Fours competition will take place. We hope to 
raise a substantial sum of money in aid of the 

Huntingtons Disease Association, in honour of our past 
member John Sayers.  
 

We still play Mondays and Thursdays, 7.15–9.30 and 
would welcome new bowlers to come and join us in 
the coming weeks and months. Just come along or 
have a chat to our village members – George Field, 
Pam Medland, Frank Tritchler and Mike Veale, or ring 
me on 01803-875496.  
 

ASMBC Chairman, Ray Vyse 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

League Winners 



Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956 07917 354340 David Munden 01626 356080 07980 253363 

Sue Collingsworth 01626 361982 07720 116187 Julie Kniveton 01626 337623 07958 637641 

Simon Crawshaw 01626 333214 07516 500183 Dave McNee 01626 352601 079312 15435 

Dave Wilds 
FLOOD WARDEN 

01626 355541 07779 685788 Gillie Byrom 01626 335359 07894 831441 

Bob Chambers 
Kevin Eales 
SNOW WARDENS 

01626 352651 
01626 331947 

07899 076614 
07767 475630 

Barry Hedger 
Paul Richards 
GRITTER 
OPERATIVES 

01626 352724 
01626 361410 

07866 607025 

Contacts Telephone Numbers & Areas 

Jenny Brook  Wilton Way south side (j/w Odle Hill to j/w Grange Rd), 
Wilton Way north side (j/w Odle Hill to j/w Berry Close) 

01626 355024 07745 941419 
  

Peter Booth Manor Park Farm, Slade Lane (Gt Oak Cross to and 
including The Butchers, and Ladywell 

01626 366809 07980 075465 

Dick & Briony Carr Slade Lane (j/w Ford Rd to j/w Odle Hill), Monks 
Orchard, Odle Hill (j/w Slade Lane to Abbotskerswell 
Cross), Old Cider Works, Mallands Meadow 

01626 334639 07971 699295 

Bob Chambers Hillside Cottages, Abbotshill, Totnes Road 01626 352651 07899 076614 

Julie Collins Emmets Place, Slade Lane (roundabout to j/w Ford Rd) 01626 367575 07902 884208 

Ann & Charles Down Ruby Farm, Two mile Oak, Grange Park 01803 812425 07717 762758/ 
07974 740769 

Gillie Byrom The Priory 01626 335359 07894 831441 

Trevor & Lynn Howard Rear of Model Stores 01626 351564 07900 185341 

Barry Hedger Grange Rd, Wilton Close, Wilton Way (south side Grange 
Rd to Slade Lane) 

01626 352724 07866 607025 

Kevin Farrelly The Orchard 01626 354956 07917 354340 

Julie Kniveton Manor Gardens, Stoneman’s Hill, Vicarage Rd 01626 337623 07958 637641 

Mark Langabeer Stoneyhill 01803 872838   

John Lewis Odle Hill Grove 01626 351378   

Tim Oakley Manor Rd, Manor Close, Laburnum Terrace, Ford Rd, 
Orchard Terrace, The Paddocks 

01626 351683 07788 704840 

Geoff Revill Forde Close 01626 360573 07717 472171 

Mike Roberts Corn Park Rd, Court Rd, St Mary’s Close 01626 335091 07932 152498 

David Wilds Slade Lane (roundabout to but excluding Butchers), 
South View, Lakeland, Barnfield Tce, Wilton Way north 
side (j/w Slade Lane to/inc Berry Close) 

01626 355541 07779 685788 

Rosemary Whiffin Court Grange 01626 365626 07840 291117 

PLEASE KEEP THIS CARD HANDY 
Preparing for an Emergency 

 
INTRODUCTION 

Abbotskerswell Parish Council has, in conjunction with the District and County councils, formed a sub-committee 
to assist locally with emergencies in the parish. This leaflet from the Emergency Planning Committee is a 
summary of important information for you to keep handy in case an emergency does strike the village.  

Remember, in the event of an emergency overwhelming the county’s emergency services, the best people to 
support us are each other.  

    Western Power     0800 0320311 
    Transco Gas Emergency Service  0800 111999 


 



PLEASE KEEP THIS CARD HANDY 
Preparing for an Emergency 

 
The following is a short checklist of the things you should be thinking about now, in case there is a possibility 
of an emergency – keep this list handy: 

Preparing for an emergency 

 Keep all family / friends' home and work phone numbers with you. Select someone living away to be 
your contact point. If anything happens, contact them.  

 Ensure your mains electrical, gas and water valves / switches are well marked and you can turn them on 
and off.  

 Get a member of the family on a first aid course. 

If an emergency strikes 

 Listen to local radio. Follow the advice of the emergency services. 
 Check for immediate dangers like smoke, water, unsafe buildings. 
 Assist vulnerable people near you. 
 Give first aid and get help. 
 Prepare to evacuate yourself, family, vulnerable neighbours and pets. If you have time  and it is safe to 

do so, take your emergency bag. 
 Follow your personal contact plan (see point one). 

If you are evacuated and you have time 

 Turn off all services like electricity, water and gas. 
 Drain the water off if you can. 
 Pack an emergency bag with bottled water, radio and torch with spare batteries, your medication and 

first aid kit.  
 Pack what you would need for your own family and pets’ use for up to two days, including warm 

clothing, duvets and blankets, good waterproof boots, food and cash.  
 Bring cards, musical instruments, or small games for keeping children (and adults) amused. 
 Bring your pets, but anticipate that they may be kept elsewhere.  
 Lock the house up. 
 
If you want further information, refer to the “Preparing for Emergencies” booklet that the government 
delivered, or if you can’t find it, here’s the weblink for it:  
 

http://www.direct.gov.uk/en/Governmentcitizensandrights/Dealingwithemergencies/index.htm 
 

Teignbridge DC link to their emergency planning is here:  

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/emergencyplanning 
 

Devon County Council link to their emergency planning area is here:  

http://www.devon.gov.uk/emergencies.htm  
 

Abbotskerswell Parish Council Emergency Self-Help Plan is here:  

http://www.abbotskerswell.org.uk/index.php/council/committees/emergency-planning  

 
 

Call 999 if it’s an emergency!! 
 

Feb 2016 
 


 

https://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/emergencyplanning
http://www.devon.gov.uk/emergencies.htm
http://www.abbotskerswell.org.uk/index.php/council/committees/emergency-planning




 

Seager 
Garden Services 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business 
Established 1997 

 

Available for one off jobs,  
contracting and  

regular maintenance   
 

Weeding & Grass cutting 
Hedges & Tree Surgery 
Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing 
Clearance & Restoration 

General Tidying 
 

Free quote call Julian Seagers  
01803 875260 

 

Superior Transport Limited 
Service Hours 24/7 

LOCAL COURIER 

Lee Seaborn 

Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 
superiortransport247@hotmail.com 

Tel. 07479 039762 / 07447 917066 

Luxury bed and breakfast  
with three individually styled  

en-suite rooms from  
£81 per night. 

 
Mark and Liz Lamport 
Bulleigh Barton Manor 
Ipplepen, Newton Abbot 

Devon, TQ12 5UA 
www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk 

01803 873411 

“A country house  

B&B in the heart of 

South Devon.” 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tree Care Specialist 

Hedge Trimming & Pruning 

Tree Surgery & Felling 

Logs & Wood Chip Delivered 

Stump Removal 

 
 

Fully Insured  Free Estimates & Advice 
 

 

Rob Ewers 

Tel: 01626 201189  or  

07878265631 

robewers61@gmail.com   

Want to advertise in AbbTalk? 
Contact: Carol Bickley 

clbickley50@gmail.com 

http://www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk/


     COMMUNITY SINGING, Newton Abbot 

Fun singing groups with no auditions. 

Pay as you go! 

Shower singers and seasoned singers welcome! 

Newton Gospel Group Wednesdays 7.30-9pm £5 

Newton Community Choir Thursdays 7.30-9pm £5 

FIRST SESSION FREE! 

Both groups held at 

The Avenue Church (small hall), Newton Abbot 

 

www.communitysinging.co.uk 

Megan 07865 779977 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 



01803 814309 

 



NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN – HAVE YOUR SAY  
RESULTS OF THE WORKSHOP  

(12/13th February 2016) 
AND QUESTIONNAIRE 

 

“General support for the Aims and Objectives of the Plan.” 
 

Following the Questionnaires sent out to everyone in the Parish and the open Workshop, the Steering group now has to 
analyse the results of the completed questionnaires and the comments left at the Workshop. However, it is already obvious 
that there has been overwhelming support for the Aims and Objectives of our proposed Neighbourhood Plan.   

“Overwhelming” may be too strong a word in view of the fact that this is based on just 60 people who attended the workshop and 
who completed the questionnaire. The small number may be as a result of the awful weather during the Workshop, or maybe the 
uncertainty that currently exists over the outcome of the Linden Homes appeal on the land in Manor Road. On the other hand we 
are informed that this sort of turnout is not particularly unusual although, as far as the Steering Group is concerned, it felt rather 
disappointing as this Plan, when approved, will determine the direction the Parish wishes to take over the next 20 years. 

The full results will be published on the website – www.abbotskerswell.org.uk  

THE NEXT STEPS for the Steering group are now to amend the Aims and Objectives document where necessary and submit it to 
our Planning Consultant who will draft preliminary policies for our approval. Policies are the words which will put the aims and 
objectives into effect, and in many ways are the most important declarations of intent in the whole process. To give one 
example of what this may look like in practice (taken from the Questionnaire you have all seen): 

Topic –  Population and Housing 
Aim –  Support additional new small scale housing development in appropriate locations only where it meets 

local need 
Objective –  Proposals for housing will be supported if they meet the identified local need for affordable housing 
Policy –  to meet the above objective by building X affordable housing units on the Y piece of land by 20?? 

 

As before, the Steering group will keep everyone informed of the progress of the Plan through articles in AbbTalk and also 
communicate further consultative opportunities. If the present rate of progress is maintained, we would hope to see our Plan 
approved in the early autumn of this year. 

In the meantime, if anyone has any queries or comments on the process, please do not hesitate to contact any member of the 
Group. The main group is: 
 

David Munden david@hootenwheals.co.uk 01626 356080 
Wendy Grierson wendytq12@btinternet.com 01626 353701 
Kevin Eales  kevin@eales.eu 01626 331947 
Richard Whiffin richardwhiffin@hotmail.com 01626 365626 
 

For your information, the other members of the Group (who can also be contacted) are : 
 

Ian Arrow ianarrow@gmail.com  
Tim Collins tpandme@btinternet.com  
Charles Down ruby.downs@googlemail.com  
Trevor Howard t.howard300@btinternet.com  
Brian Mackness brianmackness@clara.net  
Paula Simmons nigel_simmons@btinternet.com 

David Munden (Chairman of the Steering Group) 
15.02.16 

STOP PRESS—LINDEN HOMES APPEAL—INFORMAL HEARING AT 
FORDE HOUSE 26 JANUARY 2016 

Approximately 50 parishioners attended a packed Council Chamber, demonstrating to the Inspector, Mr Phillip Ware, 
the feelings within the community about this development. Many parishioners were allowed to voice their individual 
views on transport, flooding, affordable housing and bio-diversity. Abbotskerswell Parish Council (APC) welcomed and 
appreciated the support given on the day and would like to thank all parishioners who attended the Hearing.  

The Hearing itself lasted from 10:00am to 19:00pm, a long day for those that lasted the course and the Inspector 

concluded by advising that he would report on his decision by the 1st week of March.   





AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 
ABBPAST FEBRUARY MEETING 

Heroes and Villains 

February saw a return to the speaker’s lectern for 

AbbPast member Nick Nicholson with a thought-

provoking talk on the nature and meaning of heroism 

and cowardice in war. As always Nick’s knowledge of 

military history shone through as he drew on history 

and personal experience to give examples of the 

points he was making. 

Nick began with an unusual approach, by questioning 

the very essence of his talk, looking at both sides of what 

we might understand bravery to mean. Often soldiers 

are brave just to stay alive, as at Rorke’s Drift or they are 

fighting for and with their comrades which is then 

interpreted as fighting for Queen and country in a medal 

citation. Nick took the theme of the medals to give 

examples of his point. Theodore Hardy won the VC, DSO 

& MC, yet he was an ageing chaplain whose bravery 

wasn’t in the fighting but in the saving of wounded men. 

Lt Col. Edward Parker was dismissed from the army for 

incompetence but re-joined as a private and won a 

DCM for great bravery in leading an attack. 

Then there was cowardice, where Nick used some 

examples from the 306 men who were executed for 

this crime in the British Army during WW1. Harry Farr 

had been in hospital for 5 months and had all the 

symptoms of shell shock when he refused to return to 

the front and was consequently executed – was he a 

coward? Similarly Jimmy Smith had been wounded, 

buried in an artillery duel and suffered as did Farr. 

This was a talk that had the members nodding, gasping 

and groaning as Nick went on; to say they enjoyed it 

would be rather simplistic as the subject content 

needed more from them, but it was definitely 

appreciated. Our next meeting is on 14 March at 7.30 in 

Church House when our talk will be on “Victorian 

Crime” by another welcome returning speaker, Jill 

Drysdale. Our topics are always diverse and interesting 

so why not give it a go and join us for the 

evening?  Everyone is welcome: why not come as a 

visitor and see what we have to offer. 

Look at the website, www.abbpast.co.uk, and find out 

what we are up to. 

Pete Wade 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held Monday  
25th January 2016 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm  
 

Present Cllr K Eales (Chairman), Cllr K Farrelly, Cllr Mrs M 
Colclough, Cllr B Chambers, C Cllr A Dewhirst (from item 6), Cllr 
Mrs W Grierson. 
 

In Attendance Mrs M Crompton (Allotments), 1 Member of the 
Public. 
 

Apologies for Absence – D Cllr D Smith, Cllr R Whiffin (Vice-
Chair), Cllr P Marino. 
 

Declarations of interest  
Before the meeting began the Chairman – Cllr K Eales reported 
that Shirley Maddicott has passed away. She was elected to 
Abbotskerswell Parish Council in 1988 and was an active member 
of the ARA for a number of years. A donation from the Parish 
Council will be sent to the British Heart Foundation. 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 14th December 
2015. 
Minutes of the Planning Meeting – Wednesday 13th January 2016. 
 

The above minutes have been distributed and read – proposed 
by Cllr Mrs W Grierson & seconded by Cllr B Chambers with all in 
agreement and duly signed by the Chairman – Cllr K Eales. 
 

Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes)  
a) Police Report – no report given. 
 

Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council – none. 
 

Applications received from Devon County Council –  
Application no DCC/3663/2014 – Stoneycombe Quarry, Newton 

Abbot – Scheme of conditions submitted in respect of First 
Periodic Review. Chairman – Cllr K Eales confirmed he would 
speak to C Cllr A Dewhirst regards this application. 

 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council – none. 
 

Planning Matters 
a) Conitor House – noted that TDC originally took a strong line 
with developers asking for information required. The developers 
subsequently wrote to TDC confirming that they have taken advice 
from Landmark Barristers. Applicant stated they had provided 
information and paperwork required and TDC has now confirmed 
that Permission will be approved.  
Helen Murdoch from TDC has written to the developer/agents 
to ask that they comply with CONDITION 3 in 14/01453/COND1.  
 

A 5 page letter has been drawn up by Lisa Foster at the request 
of Paul Evemy and concludes by asking: 
“18. Due to the 200m proximity of a legally protected GHB 
satellite roost and the site’s situation within the South Hams SAC 
flyway, we are requesting that the bio-diversity officer carries out 
an Assessment of Likely Significant Effect (ALSE) and an 
Appropriate Assessment (AA). 
19. TDC, as the competent authority, must determine and 
produce an effective composite lighting design for the entire Conitor 

site, including industrial, business and residential sites, plus street 
lighting, the impact of vehicular movements and household lighting 
from the Conitor House’s 11 apartments and office complex. This 
composite approach is the only effective means to ensure that the 
flyway and nearby satellite roost are fully protected. ” 
 

The letter extracts from TDC’s planning portal key statements 
from between the developer/agent, Helen Murdoch, Natural 
England and TDC’s Biodiversity Officer. The letter will be sent to 
Helen Murdoch, Duncan Moors, Natural England and the 
developer/agent and it basically supports Helen Murdoch’s 
stance on CONDITION 3. 
 

b) NA2 Whitehill consultation closes on the 15th January 2016 – 
Chairman – Cllr K Eales met with Richard Jenks on site who is part of 
the Highweek Residents Association (HRA). Comments will be made 
from the Parish Council to support the HRA.  

APC’s response was circulated to councillors and submitted 
to TDC by Sharon on 15 January 2016. 

c) Linden Homes – Land at Manor Road – Appeal hearing on 
the 26th January 2016 at 10am TDC. Residents will be encouraged 
to attend, a notice will go onto the website and Manor Road 
Residents will be spoken to. Progress report to be given on the 
next Planning Agenda (also circulate comments made by the 
Parish Council to the original Planning Application).  

 

A successful public meeting was held on 21st January and was 
well attended. [A statement appeared in February AbbTalk.] 
 

d) Scoping opinion – NA3 – Historic England have made 
comments on this application and have suggested that the local 
plan is re-visited with regard to the housing allocation.  
 

APC previously responded to NA3 and was surprised by a second 
Wolborough Barton Farm application: 
 

15/03338/AGR: – Wolborough Barton, Coach Road, 
Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 1EJ 
Proposal: Portal framed agricultural building for general 
purpose agricultural storage (machinery, feed, fertiliser, etc.)  

 

APC’s views were expressed in its response (APC 15-03338-AGR 
Wolborough Barton .doc) sent to councillors on the 5 January 
2016 and submitted to TDC. 

 

Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr Mrs W Grierson reported that 
on the 12th & 13th Feb 2016 a workshop will be held in the Parish 
Rooms for feedback from Parishioners on the NP Vision, Aims and 
Objectives. A notice/questionnaire for this will go into AbbTalk and 
posters will go around the parish. A letter has been received from 
Steve Anderson regarding land at Hillside. Mr Anderson confirmed 
that he has been instructed to proceed with plans for eight 
affordable dwellings by the owners of the land as Teign Housing 
have currently withdrawn their interest in the site. 
b) Provision of a Bus Shelter in Wilton Way – 3 quotations 
have been received to remove the old shelter and make good and 
put into position the new one. A decision now needs to be made on 
the type of shelter that is purchased, a plastic off the shelf one or a 
wooden one. There are various fors and againsts – the plastic 
modern bus stop is very low maintenance, the wooden structure 
would be more rural but would be high maintenance and much 
costlier. Cllr P Marino will be asked to provide some drawings and a 
quote for a wooden structure before the next meeting.  
c) Quaker Burial Ground – this has now been attended to 
by the Lawn Rangers – they will come back when its drier and 
rotavate and re-seed the area. 



Correspondence –  
Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 

Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written report 

attached to the minutes.  
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D Smith – 

Cllr Mrs M Colclough reported that at a TDC meeting today 
devolution was again mentioned but nothing much further to 
report on it as it is changing all the time. New electoral 
boundaries will be discussed in the future and the Parish 
Council will be consulted on their views.  

c) Emergency Planning Committee report. 
1) Grants for defibrillators – Cllr K Farrelly reported that the 

grants from the British Heart Foundation have run out 
for this year. New funds will be available in April 2016 
and another application will be made then for it. C Cllr A 
Dewhirst confirmed he would be able to fund this now 
from his DCC money. 

2) Devon Communities Together are offering grants for 
Community Flood Resilience and an application will be 
put forward for this to provide 2 new sheds, also the cost of 
a new grit bin which makes the grant bid around £1,900.  

3) Grit Bins – One bin in Corn Park Road is still empty. DCC 
have also been approached to provide a new grit bin at 
the end of Priory Road joining Kingskerswell Road. The 
gritter is currently by the Village Hall covered by a sheet, 
if grant money is received for the new sheds it can be 
stored in these. 

d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report. 
1) Letter from South West Water – Changing Rooms Leak – 

Cllr K Farrelly & Cllr B Chambers met them on site, the 
pipes will be isolated to see if they can ascertain where 
the leak is. 

2) Security light to be put on the Pavillion wall and some 
electric works need doing on the fuses in the Pavillion. 
Light is £205 and Fuses £148. All in agreement that this 
work goes ahead.  

e) Allotments Report – Mrs M Crompton reported, 1 allotment 
vacant at the moment.  

f) P3 Report – Survey forms to be completed by Feb – Cllr B 
Chambers and Cllr K Eales. 

g) Village Hall Report – Planning for the Garden Show on the 6th 
August 2016 is ongoing. 

h) Tree Warden Report – Court Grange Lane branch hanging 
down from Oak Tree, which has now been safely removed.  

i) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external meetings or 
Committees. 
1) TALC – meeting this Thursday – Cllr K Farrelly and Cllr K 

Eales to attend.  
2) Stoneycombe Liaison. 

j) DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges. 
1) E-Mail from Brian Mackness regards cut through road to 

Mallands where there is a hole in the road, this has been 
reported to DCC by C Cllr A Dewhirst.  

2) Entrance to the vets, road breaking up and the 
pavement outside the shop, also the entrance to Forde 
Close.  

k) Primary School Report – nothing to report. 
l) Volunteer Action Group – Saturday 27th Feb 2016 – Village 

Clean Up – Poster to be circulated for this which is being 
organised by C Cllr A Dewhirst.  

m) Website – Neighbourhood Planning documents now being put 
on to the website, grant money has been spent on updating it 
to comply with the transparency code. 

n) Consultations – nothing to report.  
o) Annual Parish Meeting – no speaker this year, just the 

normal reports then to be produced into an Annual Report. 
p) Precept 2016/2017 – £22,000 proposed by Cllr K Eales, which 

would amount to a £3 increase per year per household, 
seconded by Cllr B Chambers with all in agreement.  

 

Cheques for Signature/Finances   
Parish Council 
Cheque no 1261 = £153.88 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning Jan & Materials). 
Cheque no 1262 = £861.00 (vat £143.50) – Clystnet Ltd (Website 

Build). 
Cheque no 1263 = £50.00 – Carl Bloxidge (Litter Pick Jan). 
Cheque no 1264 = £34.27 (vat £1.63) – British Gas (Parish Rooms 

Electric). 
Cheque no 1265 = £25.00 – British Heart Foundation (PC Donation). 
Cheque no 1266 = £488.48 – Sharon Raggett (Clerks Wages January). 

 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 979 = £50.00 – ARA Draw  
Cheque no 980 = £20.00 – ARA Draw  
Cheque no 981 = £5.00 – ARA Draw  
Cheque no 982 = £5.00 – ARA Draw  
Cheque no 983 = £5.00 – ARA Draw  
Cheque no 984 = £5.00 – ARA Draw  
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance January 2016 = £2,666.16 
Village Events Account - £138.83 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance January 2016 = £21,255.94 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 
Neighbourhood Plan = £3,500 (held with Parish Council Account). 
Cheques proposed by Cllr Mrs M Colclough and seconded by Cllr 
B Chambers with all in agreement. 
 

Financial Matters 
a) Chairman – Cllr K Eales had circulated the final figures for 
the TDC Local Plan Challenge, the final cost to the Parish Council was 
£3,476.03 with the total cost overall being £58,894.23. There is a 
current shortfall on the final bill of £1,202.49 and it was proposed by 
Cllr Mrs W Grierson and seconded by Cllr K Farrelly with all in 
agreement that the Parish Council pay this final account. 
b) The CPRE have agreed to award the Parish Council a 
£1,000 Grant, they wish to come and present this which will be 
done at April’s Annual Parish Meeting, the money will then be 
ring fenced within the Parish Council account expenditure for 
environmental issues which may occur in the future. 
 

Any Items to go onto next Parish Council meeting’s Agenda. 
 

ARA Draw – January 2016 
£50 – 285 – Mr & Mrs Royston – 2 Abbotshill Park 
£20 – 150 – Mr A Jackson – 3 The Paddocks 
£5 – 577 – Mrs Henwood – c/o 6 Lakeland, Abbotskerswell. 
£5 – 403 – Miss Howard – c/o 9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell 
£5 – 578 – Mrs Richards – Abbots Barn, Slade Lane 
£5 – 265 – Lindy Wiltshire – c/o Ruby Farm, Totnes Road, 
Abbotskerswell 
 

 



2015 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 
(Chairman) Cllr K Eales 

9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu     

(Vice Chairman) Cllr R Whiffin 

The Coach House, Court Grange, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NH 

01626 365626 or richardwhiffin@hotmail.com 

Cllr R Chambers (Chair ARA) 

3 Hillside Cottages, Totnes Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NG 

01626 352651 or Bob-chambers@hotmail.co.uk 
 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 

1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or mary@marycolclough.freeserve.co.uk 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 

8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956  or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 

31 Wilton Way,Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

Cllr Mrs W Grierson 

Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr    Vacancy  

District Cllr D Smith 

Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 

Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 

34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm  
 

Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 29th February 2016 @ 7.30pm. 
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS AND 
REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM – PLEASE 
CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607 
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‘West End Star treats Devon to a local concert for everyone’ 

Former West End Leading Lady, Alexandra Jay from Newton Abbot, is 
back in town and treating everyone to an exciting new show. 
Alexandra, who played the lead role Eliza Doolittle (famously 
understudying Martine McCutcheon) in the West End musical My 
Fair Lady will be presenting her first show, ‘We’re Stepping Out’ on 
Sunday 13th March at The Great Hall, Seale Hayne, Newton Abbot at 
2pm. The concert will be a showcase of song and dance from the 
best local clubs, classes and groups, all keen to show off their talent. 
Alexandra has collaborated with local Musical Director and Choir 
Leader Megan Taper, and together they have invited special guest 
performances from Newton Gospel Group, The Chordettes, Newton 
Community Choir and more. 

Alexandra’s newly formed Devon based Dance Company, AJ’s 
Showdance will be performing and guest choreographer Ami Fullalove 
and The Dawlish Dancers will be providing some exciting contrasts. Local 
shop owner, Sunny Van Der Pas of Past and Presents in Bovey Tracey 
takes centre stage with her musical theatre star quality, as well as styling 
the dancer’s costumes. 

AJ’s Showdance runs weekly adult classes, reaching high standards with 
fancy Tap footwork and sexy, yet sophisticated Burlesque routines.  

Alexandra says, ‘I feel so excited to have the opportunity to showcase 
such talented dancers and singers. I hope this will be the first of many 
shows to come, incorporating children as well as adult performers within 
the local area’. 

Tickets are available now. £9 adults and £5 children (16 yrs & under). 
The concert is at 2pm on Sunday 13th March at The Great Hall, Seale 
Hayne, Newton Abbot. Refreshments will be available during the interval 
and tables can be booked before or after the performance in The Bistro. 

For more information or tickets contact Alexandra on 07886 681731 or 
visit AJ’s facebook page www.facebook.com/AJShowdance 





FREE CALL OUT 

CALL TIM ON: 07757 121550  

OFFICE: 01626 211153 
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Changes in the new Tax Year 

By the time you read this we will know the contents of the budget. 

Many of the changes announced in budgets come into force from the end of the following tax year, allowing 
people to plan in plenty of time (and allow the relevant changes to computer systems and paperwork). 
Others are more immediate and allow no time to take avoiding action. 

Pension tax relief is likely to have been changed and the effects are going to affect many people. 

Changes introduced last year – Personal Savings Allowance 

Last year the Chancellor heralded a savings revolution by scrapping Income Tax paid on interest from regular 
High Street accounts. In a major move to counter the effects of years of historically low interest rates, he 
announced a new personal savings allowance that will make ordinary accounts tax-free for 95 per cent of 
the population. 

It means a basic rate taxpayer can earn £1,000 in savings interest without paying tax. A higher rate taxpayer 
will be able to earn £500. At current rates, a basic rate taxpayer would need to have more than £70,000 in 
an average account to go over the new £1,000 allowance. 

By stopping tax on savings the Chancellor has effectively handed a 20 per cent boost to the rates earned by 
most savers in the UK. 

His introduction of a personal savings allowance means that from 6th April those who earn below £16,800 a 
year won’t have to pay any tax on savings interest. Meanwhile, anyone earning below £42,700 – the point at 
which higher rate tax starts – will be allowed to have £1,000 in savings interest tax free. 

Those with earnings from £42,701 to £150,000 will have a £500 allowance. 

Anyone earning more than this, and paying the 45 per cent tax band, has to pay tax on their savings interest. 

Dividend Taxation 

The dividend tax credit will be abolished from 6 April 2016. There will be a new Dividend Allowance but 
increased rates of tax on dividends. Individuals will receive their first £5,000 in dividends tax-free. After that, 
where dividends exceed this annual amount, they will be subject to new, higher, dividend tax rates. 
Dividends are taken as an individual’s last slice of income (in other words, after all other income and 
allowances, so taxable at the highest rate): 

 Basic rate tax band (current effective rate – nil) = 7.5% on dividend income 
 Higher rate tax band (current effective rate – 25%) = 32.5% on dividend income 
 Additional rate band (current effective rate – 30.56%) = 38.1% on dividend income. 

Dividends and interest received in ISAs and pensions will continue to be exempt from tax. 

The personal allowance will be increased to £10,800 for 2016–17 and £11,000 for 2017–18. The basic rate 
limit will be increased to £31,900 for 2016–17 and £32,300 for 2017–18. As a result, the higher rate 
threshold will be £42,700 in 2016–17 and £43,300 in 2017–18. From 2016–17, there will be one income tax 
personal allowance regardless of an individual’s date of birth. 

To ensure you know and understand how this could affect you personally contact  
Dave Hedge on 01626 360654 to discuss your individual personal circumstances. 



ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. 
Visit & host twinning friends' alternate years. Members 
meet for a Social evening & supper. Middle of each month 
usually in Church House. Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or 
Rosemary Whiffin 365626 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact 
Marilyn Whitefoot 361275 

Abbotskerswell W.I. 

Church House 2nd Tuesday of the month 7pm. W.I for the 
woman of today. Make new friends, have a good time, 
learn new skills. Wl meet for talks and demonstrations on 
anything from gardening to computers, they also organise 
outings and get involved in the community. Contact: 
Christine Lewis 01626 351378 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every 
month. Speakers on historical topics both local and further 
afield. Contact: Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible 
lighting available to book. 
Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Wednesday 
evenings from 7pm–8pm. We would love to welcome some 
new members. You do not have to be musical – just be 
able to count to six! Contact Johanna Westgate on 364652 
or just come along to the church on Wednesday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every 
Wednesday from 7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 
16yrs who is interested in the possibility of joining is 
welcome to come along preferably after contacting the 
Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at 
Christmas and late May/early June. Contact: Andrew Rose 
01626 351886. 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation 
Area court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080. 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 3 Devon League 
sides on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly 
sides, with training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for 
boys and girls from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 
6:00pm. Colts teams from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local 
leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 07778-017326 or Richard Codd 
07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. 
We have working layouts in OO and N scale where members 
can run their own models. Refreshments available. Contact 
John Whitehead on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the 
Flood Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or 
sandbags to protect your property, then please contact Dave 
on: 01626 355541 or 07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Bridge Club 

We meet at the Village Hall (parking available) on Thursday 
evenings at 6.45pm. This is a friendly club which offers a warm 
welcome. Contact numbers are David Carpenter 01803 392581 
and Cathy Lee 01626 779147 

Parish Rooms 
To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–10:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES Tel: 01626 333387 
   Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Nearest Post Office services can be found in  

Ipplepen, Kingskerswell and Newton Abbot. 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626215838 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your 

house name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

British Telecom Faults          151 

Electricity Western Power    08456 012989 

Gas       0800   317960 

Water       0800   378937 

Street Lighting     08705 561851 

Teignbridge Council        01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council    01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden     01626 351378 

Dog Warden      01626 215881 

Crimestoppers     0800   555111 

Samaritans      01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital     01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital    01626 324500 

RSPCA      0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line    01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line    01626 833664 

National Express Coach    08705 808080 

Rail Information     08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter    01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth    01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre    01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema     08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre      01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn    01803 812717 

Locksmith      01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly      01626 354956

(Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line     01626 203141
(Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College    01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School   01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

 

 

 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

