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ABBOTSKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, etc.,  
including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required 

One room all day ............................. £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ................ £45.00 
Two rooms all day  .......................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight .............. £90.00 
Use of bar ............................................ £10.00 
All other groups per hour ................... £8.00 
Weddings fee .................................... £320.00 
+ includes lighting & heating 

Abbotskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 
 

Registered Charity No. 264508 

Sat 6th August 2016 at the Village Hall 

Bring your exhibits on  Fri 5th 5pm–7pm   or Sat 6th 7:30am–9:15am 
 

Why not have a go and enter a class?  Cups and prize money to be won.  
All exhibits entered free of charge. 

Programmes are on the Abbotskerswell Village Website (www.abbotskerswell.org.uk) 
Extra copies available from David Wilds (07779 685788),  

Central Stores, Babbinis or Court Farm Inn 

ABBOTSKERSWELL CRAFT AND GARDEN SHOW 2016 
IS ONLY A MONTH AWAY! 

For exhibitors entering the Garden Classes 104–109,  
please let me know by email (d_wilds@sky.com) or telephone 
(07779 685788) asap. 

104 Garden in an Unusual Container 
105 Best Hanging Basket (judged at home) 
106 Best Kept Allotment/Vegetable Garden 
107 Best Kept Small Flower Garden 
108 Best Kept Large Flower Garden 
109 Best Wildlife Gardens 

Judging of the above will take place on Sat 30th July. Please 
make sure the judges have access to your gardens on the day. 
Many thanks – David Wilds,  
Garden Show Chairman 

Children’s  Classes (under 16) –  
Living Miniature Garden in a Container  
Animal Made from Fruit and/or Vegetables 
A Zoom Photograph of Something Interesting 

Outdoors 
Painting or Drawing of a Creepy Crawly – any 

medium 
Handmade Card for Any Occasion 
3D Flower – any medium (self-standing) 
Any Item Made with Textiles 
Any Other Craft  
Best Edible Item Grown in a 20cm/8" Pot 

Please … 
 

Garden Show sponsors who 
have not yet donated their 
pledge, please do so by 
popping your money to Lynn 
Howard in an envelope 
marked “Garden Show” with 
your name on, too.  
 

Many thanks.  

David Wilds,  
Garden Show Chairman 

Abbotskerswell Craft and Garden Show 2016 is dedicated to the memory of Christine Mackness and Shirley Maddicott  

mailto:d_wilds@sky.com


 

 

Dear Reader 

The sun came out for the open gardens weekend and the street 
party and both were a great success. The gardens and the 
village were looking lovely as you can see from the great photos. 

We can now look forward to the Craft and Garden Show, St 
Mary’s Flower Festival and a Treasure Hunt and Barbecue 
organised by the Twinning Association and don’t forget the Fun 
Quiz Night on 9th July in Church House. 

There is no AbbTalk in August, back in September with all the 
Autumn news and events. Do keep sending your items to me 
and don’t forget to check the website. 

Have a great summer. 

Ann Allen—AbbTalk Editor 
 

annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 
 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 

Next deadline: 
Advertisements and Articles – August 19th 
 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Kevin Eales Chairman & Village Hall Representative 
 (kevin@eales.eu) 

Felicity House  Secretary & AbbPast Representative 
(felicitygh@aol.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Pictorial Editor  
 (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Tim Collins  Church Representative 
 (tpandme@btinternet.com) 

IMPORTANT NOTICE FROM DEVON AND CORNWALL POLICE COMMUNITY MESSAGING SYSTEM  

This message relates to Crime No. 33256/16. Sometime between 2000hrs on Saturday 21st May and 0600hrs on 
Sunday 22nd May 2016 someone stole a green Daihatsu Fourtrak which had been left parked insecurely with the keys 
in the ignition in the Stoneyhill area of Abbotskerswell. Also around the same time another vehicle, a green Nissan 
Terrano which was also left insecure in the Stoneyhill area was entered and searched thoroughly. Please be aware of 
this. Always ensure your vehicle is locked and secure when leaving it unattended and always remove any valuable 
items. If you have any information contact 101 quoting either crime no. 33256/16 or 33273/16. Thank you.  

 

Police have received a report of a letter purporting to be from the People’s Postcode Lottery. The letter sent to a 
resident in Torrington told of them winning a substantial amount and gave Serial Numbers to tickets bearing their name 
and giving contact details. 

If you are a member of the Peoples Postcode Lottery, Do Not Be Fooled. If you receive such a letter, there are 
indications on the letter that do show it is a scam. 

Do not ring any of the numbers given on the letter or give any personal, banking or card details. If you are unsure as to 
the authenticity to letters of this nature, go to your local Police Station for assistance in confirming a scam. Thank you. 

If you have taken photographs of the village or village events and would like to submit them as possible future covers for AbbTalk 
please email them to annallen1000@gmail.com—Ideally jpeg files and as large as possible to fit the A4 size cover. 

Fair Dawns the Day 
 

Fair dawns the day with mists abound  
ere sunshine’s rays do warm the ground. 

It writhes and twists and rolls away  
as night is shed and turns to day. 

 

The morn lifts high to fill the cup  
of nature’s sights and sounds to sup. 

The honeyed blossoms bob and dance  
for birds and bees to find perchance. 

 

The swallows now do sweep in flight,  
and skylarks climbing out of sight,  
and pheasants calling in the lea. 

With nestlings twelve, who rush to see  
 

the treasured seeds found just for them,  
of thistle head and cowslip stem. 
Behind the mother now, in line  

to feed on nature’s food and wine. 

The nestlings now of duty bound,  
do scratch and search upon the ground,  

until the light of day is tied  
and safe beneath her wings they hide. 

 

Not far away a sylvan stream  
rolls ever onwards, while they dream  

of cornfields fair with ears of gold  
‘til light of day they now behold. 

 

The water singing in the brook  
does seek out every crag and nook. 

Life to give to beast and plant  
its sparkling gift cannot supplant. 

 

The spring flows on with endless day  
until the summer claims its sway. 

Then autumn comes to own its trace  
‘til winter comes with cold embrace. 

 

A poem by Pam Wakeham from Pam’s Poems for Ewe 

mailto:felicitygh@aol.com
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mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com


 

 

Priest: Revd John Leonard Tel. 01803 873006  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
Reader Tim Collins Tel: 01626 365139 
  (email tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Please note our website: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

What a Month! 

There can be little doubt that that June was a momentous 
month. By the time that you read this, the Queen will have 
celebrated her 90th Birthday – and in style! And we will 
know where the United Kingdom stands when it comes to 
Europe – in or out. It seems that the whole world has been 
focused on this tiny island throughout the month. And our 
own small village enthusiastically and diligently embraced 
both of these momentous events!  

As I reflect on all that has happened in the month and think 
about what this might mean for the future, the Service of 
Celebration for the Queen’s birthday reminded us strongly 
that at the heart of our nation are Christian values, 
Christian beliefs. Our sense of justice, equality, respect, 
tolerance; of service one to another. Of love. It is these 
values that have sustained the Queen throughout her life 
and her reign as monarch. It is these values that will sustain 
and support us through whatever lies ahead. 

We can’t know what the future will bring, though we can 
be certain that there will always be an element of change – 
large or small – in our lives. But we also know that 
whatever happens we will be sustained by God’s love and 
grace. 

Tim Collins Reader and Ordinand 

 
Pattern of Worship 

For some years, we have known that Abbotskerswell has 
enjoyed a larger number and wider choice of the type of 
service available than parishes of a similar size. The clergy 
has been keen to continue to offer this choice with the 
knowledge of parishioners’ preferences, even though it 
meant that the clergy were not able to spend time on other 
parts of their mission.  

Gill Still’s departure made the task of maintaining the 
pattern of services increasingly difficult but it has been 
possible to maintain the pattern with noble support from 
clergy not formally attached to the parish and our team of 
readers from all three parishes. However, we knew that this 
was not sustainable in the longer term and changes at 
Kingskerswell mean that changes here are not only 
necessary but urgent. 

The Parish Church Council has considered the options open 
and proposes a possible pattern of services which continue 
to meet the objectives of: 

 providing a communion service in the village every 
Sunday except the fifth Sunday 

 providing as wide a choice of patterns of service to 
the current congregation as is practically possible  

 reaching out to the wider community, and 
particularly those who will form the congregation in 
future, to encourage attendance at Church and 
worship 

 being realistic in terms of the time taken to prepare 
for and lead services for the availability of those who 
preside at them. 

Suggested Changes  
 

These changes are being proposed by the Parish Church 
Council for as wide discussion as possible. Please let me or 
any member of the PCC have your views. The PCC will meet 
to consider everyone’s comments and agree changes to be 
implemented in July or August. 

Upcoming Events 

Quiz & Buffet Supper Night: 

Saturday 9th July Church House 

£8 per person 

The Revd Leonard will be our quizmaster for an evening of 
quizzical conundrums, teasers and tip-of-the-tongue 
frustrations! And all sustained by a lavish buffet. 

Bring your own wine, beer etc. 

 

St Mary’s Church 

First Sunday 10.00 Eucharist (CW)  

Second Sunday 8.00 Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer) 
9.00 Fresh and Early  

Third Sunday 10.00 Eucharist (CW)  

Fourth Sunday 8.00 Eucharist (BCP) 
10.00 Morning prayer  

Fifth Sunday No Service at Abbotskerswell  

mailto:tpandme@btinternet.com
http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk


 

 

Flower Festival: 

August Bank Holiday weekend will see the church filled 
with colour and fragrance as we fling wide our doors to 
welcome one and all to witness the floristry skills of the 
village. Details of the theme and displays will be available 
soon. 

 
Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly 
by church members. We will continue to do all that we can 
to meet the needs of others, during the time of being 
without a dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in 
people’s homes do so with the authority and support of 
the parish church and will pass to Revd John Leonard any 
additional spiritual support that might be needed. 

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own 
support, then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church 
Warden. 

Sunday Lunch 1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church 
House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have been 

providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of each 

month at Church House. This was the vision of Revd Gill 

Still, who recognised that for many people Sundays can be 

a little challenging. They may be on their own, or just find 

the effort of making Sunday lunch just one thing too much 

in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and 

talented volunteers have prepared, cooked and served 

over 3000 traditional Sunday roasts, with organic, locally 

sourced meat and vegetables, and a further six teams of 

sweet-toothed connoisseurs have provided a choice of 

delicious puddings. The suggested donation is £6, with any 

profits being reinvested in Church House facilities, and as 

such have contributed to new chairs, a dishwasher and a 

refurbished kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact 

Pat Mackness 01626 353529 

Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful 
cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good time is had 
by all. 

Wed 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 

 Contact: Johanna Westgate 01626 364652 

 
 

Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  

We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 

1st Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion  
(Book of Common Prayer – BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

10am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 
 
2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 

An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

10am  Morning Prayer (CW) 

A non-Eucharist service that lasts about an hour. 
 
3rd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

10am  Eucharist (CW) 

A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 
 
4th Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) 

A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

10am  Parish Praise 

A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 
 
5th Sunday of the Month 

On the 5th Sunday of the month there will be no services at 
Abbotskerswell. There will be a joint Eucharist for the three 
parishes of Abbotskerswell, Coffinswell and Kingskerswell 
and this will take place at 10.30am at Kingskerswell Parish 
Church.  

 
(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 10.30am.) We also have a number of 
occasional services throughout the year which are 
advertised at Church House and throughout the village. 
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  mail@carrickjohnson.com  

Visit our website: www.carrickjohnson.com 

 
 

 

 



 

 

Abbotskerswell Singers 
Abbotskerswell Singers are enjoying a fun-filled summer 
season culminating in our Summer Concert. Many thanks 
to all of you in the village who come along and support. 
We take great pride and enjoyment in singing for our 
local community and together it really does uplift all of 
our spirits in such a positive way. 

Also to anyone who enjoys their singing, come along for 
a visit to our informal practice on Wednesday evenings. 
Newcomers always welcome to join the gang! 

Michael Roberts our current Musical Director is the 
contact for anyone who may be interested in joining 
our choir. Telephone number:  01626 335091 

We would like to thank and are very grateful to Andy 
Rose who has been our faithful Chairman for the last five 
years. With his many commitments, he has taken off his 
Mr Chairman hat and can now have a well-deserved rest 
from the organising of us all! He will however continue 
his enjoyment in singing with AKS in the basses. 

Also our lovely Musical Director Michael Roberts is 
regretfully stepping out of his conductor shoes this 
summer. Michael and the Committee are now actively 
searching for his successor to continue the good work. 
Michael has been a devoted MD for the last three 
years and has enabled our choir to develop into a very 
happy friendly group, helping many of us to gain 
confidence and enjoyment in our singing. We are so 
very grateful for all his hard work and 
commitment to the Abbotskerswell Singers.  

As always we must thank Wyn Turner our wonderful 
musical accompanist. He continues to make our 
singing practices extremely enjoyable and has the 
patience of a saint and the angels at his fingertips! 

Look out for Wyn’s amazing musical workshops in 
Church House in Abbotskerswell during the summer. 

The Abbotskerswell Singers will be starting the new 
year again in September. 

During June and July, Michael Roberts will be holding 
informal summer singing sessions on Wednesday 
evenings at 7.30pm in Church House, which is open for 
choir and non-choir members to come along and enjoy 
at £1 per evening session. 

ABBOTSKERSWELL SINGERS 

We are looking for a new MUSICAL DIRECTOR 

for our friendly village choir 

Please contact our present Musical Director 

MICHAEL ROBERTS 
TEL ‒ 01626 335091 
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 Live Monitored Alarms 
 
 Burglary • Fire • Medical Help 
 
 Don’t leave it to chance 
 
 24 Hour live monitored response 

 

 For a quote call 
 
 01626 362017 



 

 

MONDAY - CLOSED 

TUESDAY - 9AM – 5PM 

WEDNESDAY - 9AM – 5PM 

THURSDAY - 9AM – 5PM 

FRIDAY - 9AM – 5PM 

SATURDAY - 9AM – 5PM 

SUNDAY - 9AM – 12.30PM 



 

 

FREE CALL OUT 

CALL TIM ON: 07757 121550  

OFFICE: 01626 211153 



 

 

 

Superior Transport Limited 
Service Hours 24/7 

LOCAL COURIER 

Lee Seaborn 

Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 
superiortransport247@hotmail.com 

Tel. 07479 039762 / 07447 917066 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Tree Care Specialist 

Hedge Trimming & Pruning 

Tree Surgery & Felling 

Logs & Wood Chip Delivered 

Stump Removal 

 
 

Fully Insured  Free Estimates & Advice 
 

 

Rob Ewers 

Tel: 01626 201189  or  

07878265631 

robewers61@gmail.com   

Seager 
Garden Services 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business 
Established 1997 

 

Available for one off jobs,  
contracting and  

regular maintenance   
 

Weeding & Grass cutting 
Hedges & Tree Surgery 
Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing 
Clearance & Restoration 

General Tidying 
 

Free quote call Julian Seagers  
01803 875260 

Luxury bed and breakfast  
with three individually styled  

en-suite rooms from  
£81 per night. 

 
Mark and Liz Lamport 
Bulleigh Barton Manor 
Ipplepen, Newton Abbot 

Devon, TQ12 5UA 
www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk 

01803 873411 

“A country house  

B&B in the heart of 

South Devon.” 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 

     COMMUNITY SINGING, Newton Abbot 

Fun singing groups with no auditions. 

Pay as you go! 

Shower singers and seasoned singers welcome! 

Newton Gospel Group Wednesdays 7.30-9pm £5 

Newton Community Choir Thursdays 7.30-9pm £5 

FIRST SESSION FREE! 

Both groups held at 

The Avenue Church (small hall), Newton Abbot 

 

www.communitysinging.co.uk 

Megan 07865 779977 

http://www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk/


 

 

  



 

 

Abbotskerswell’s ninth Open Gardens Weekend was blessed this year with 
dry warm weather. The seven gardens which were open, plus the village 
allotments, welcomed around 350 visitors over the two days of the 
weekend. They saw a large range of gardens from a large well-established one at Fairfield through a completely 
rebuilt one at Briar Cottage to a small almost new garden at 2A Manor Close. 

Over £3,500 was raised from entrance to the gardens, teas, plants and other sales. This money goes as a 
charitable donation to the National Gardens Scheme, none to the gardeners. Almost 4,000 gardens open every 
year under the scheme and last year £2.6 million was distributed in grants. The scheme is the largest single 
donor to both Macmillan and Marie Curie and also supports the MS Society, the Carers Trust and a number of 
other charities connected with nursing, health and gardening. The target for 2016 is £3 million! 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
On May 28th/29th the allotments were open to the public as part of the National Open Gardens scheme. This is 
the third year running that the allotments have been part of this event and an interesting addition to the lovely 
gardens that were also open. The event attracted 348 visitors over the two days. Many members of the 
allotment association were working on their plots sharing tips and advice. This generates a lot of interest to the 
people of the village who may think about taking on a plot in the future. At present we have two plots vacant so 
anyone interested please contact the number on the back of AbbTalk. The next gardening event is the village 
show the first Saturday in August let's hope the weather holds out. 

Margaret Crompton 

NEWS 

So, I may be biased but I think Abbotskerswell 
Toddler group is fab! 

Biased because I am currently running it; biased 
because my little girl absolutely loved it and biased 
because I’ve made some really good friends there. 
And that’s the brilliant thing about the toddler group, 
it is a great place for the children to play and a nice 
relaxing place for mums, dads grandparents and 
carers to meet and have a cuppa and a chat.  

Every Monday (term-time) we meet at 10.00am in the 
village hall. We have soft play, ride on toys, tents and 
tunnels, books, puzzles, blocks and a kitchen area. We 
have a craft table with a variety of activities which 
include play dough, colouring, painting, gluing etc. 
This month we have made groovy ties for Fathers 
Day. We are enjoying some fun in the playground with 
our friends from pre-school. At 11.00am we stop for a 
drink and a snack and then play continues until 11.45 
when we finish with a story and some songs.  

I am chuffed with the success we have had at toddlers 
over the last 12 months, I love seeing familiar faces and 
meeting new families every week.  

Julie X 

Abbotskerswell Baby and Toddler Group 



 

 

10 Wilton Way 

Abbotskerswell Open Gardens Weekend—28th & 29th May 

10 Wilton Way 

Fairfield 

Abbotsford 

Briar Cottage 

Abbotswell Cottages 

37 Wilton Way 

Allotments 

Fairfield 

Dorne Cornelius—2a Manor Close 



 

 

The Queen’s 90th Birthday Street Party 
Sunday 12th June 

Huge thanks to the organisers Wendy, Viv and Lynn for all their hard 
work and everyone else who worked hard to 
make it such great afternoon for everyone 

Delicious barbecue 

Great  
headgear! 



 

 

Bungee!! 

Fun for all ages 

Super bowling! 

Country Dancing 
in the sunshine 



 

 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 
 
 
 
 
 

OPEN INVITATION TO ALL VILLAGERS 
WALKING TREASURE HUNT AND BBQ 

SUNDAY 17 JULY 
 

This is an invitation to all families and those young in heart within the village. It is summer and why not join us 
for a fun village event to kick start your Sunday. We have personally invited the families of the children from 
the primary school who have been on an exchange with our twinned communities in Le Pre D’Auge and Les 
Monceaux in France at the beginning of July. This will be an opportunity to meet with them, hear about their 
visit and share experiences of France and French culture. 
 

On SUNDAY 17 JULY villagers are invited to take part in a Walking Treasure Hunt which begins at 18 Wilton Way 
(home of Viv and Ced Bell), takes you on a tour of the village finding the clues and ending at the home of Brian 
Mackness, Fairfield in Vicarage Road. Here there will be a barbecue and drinks for all. The clue sheets will be 
available from 11:00am until noon and food will be ready at Fairfield from noon onwards. To encourage families to 
attend we are only charging £5 per adult for a ticket with accompanying children free. This will entitle the ticket 
holder to an item from the barbecue, a drink and an ice cream. Further items may be purchased separately. 
 

Please do come along for what will be a fun event and bring your friends. 
(Should it be wet we shall meet in Church House.) 

To help with the catering please let us know if you will be attending 
Andrew Rose aprose53@hotmail.com or 01626-351886 

Julie Arrow juliearrow@gmail.com or 01626-356877 

Andrew Rose (Chairman) 

 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association held their summer garden party in 
June at the Wilton Way home of member John Brench. 

Over 30 members gathered in John’s lovely garden to enjoy a glass or two 
of wine and a buffet lunch prepared by members. The weather stayed 
fine for us and chairman Andy Rose thanked all for coming and bringing 
the food. 



 

 

Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell, Tel: 01626 333387 
 

Now managed by Chris, assisted by Sue, Belinda and Trevor 
 

Summer’s here and we have all your sunshine requirements 
 

 Salad vegetables and fruit 

 Ham...sliced in store how you like it 

 Speciality cheeses, including various goat’s cheeses 

 BBQ coals and lighters, Calor Gas 

 Burgers, sausages, steak, pork loin and chicken 

 Large selection of ice cream and lollies 

 And of course freshly cooked croissants and slices 

 

Open from 7.00am to 8.00pm every day 
 

Your friendly local store 



 

 

AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 
ABBPAST JUNE MEETING 
Dealings with the Dead 

We were very pleased to welcome back anthropologist 
Stephany Leach for her fascinating talk entitled “Dealings 
with the Dead”, in which she described the ways that 
mankind has dealt with its dead bodies and what that 
tells us about how modern life evolved.  

The joining of anthropology and burial archaeology has 
added a great deal to the understanding of the subject 
although much still involves interpretation. The study of 
funerary and mortuary treatment has shown various 
phases that give an appreciation on life and attitudes to 
the afterlife. In the Iron Age bodies were left in the open 
to rot so the soul could escape. 

It was Neanderthal Man who began burying their dead 
some 60 000 years ago, when they were covered in ochre 
and buried with goods useful in the afterlife. In Mesolithic 
times, 20 000 years ago, proper burial grounds appear, 
with cremations and ship burials; in Denmark a burial of a 
young woman with her baby resting on a swan’s wing 
was found, presumably to help them fly to heaven. In 
Neolithic times they seemed obsessed with death, 
building huge burial monuments to help reach their 
ancestors, although bones were jumbled together as it 
was not important to have an individual burial. 

In Roman times there are many burial rituals imported 
from all over their empire, the idea of large cemeteries 
outside of a town began, so travellers passed the dead on 
their way in. It was the Saxons who first brought burials 
into communities with graveyards around churches, but 
by Victorian times these were so overcrowded that 
coffins were stacked 10 high. This brought about the 
modern large out of town cemeteries with elaborate 

statues and graves in the gothic or classical style. The 
modern phase of cremation began because of the need 
to save burial space, with the first one being in 1885; 
today 70 per cent of burials in Britain are by cremation. 

Stephany is a splendidly enthusiastic and knowledgeable 
speaker whose work is much enjoyed by the members. 
Our next meeting is on 11 July at 7.30 in Church House by 
AbbPast member Brian Mackness who will be trying to 
make sense out of Britain’s relationship with Europe. Our 
topics are always diverse and interesting so why not give 
it a go and join us for the evening? Everyone is welcome: 
come as a visitor and see what we have to offer. 

Look at our website, www.abbpast.co.uk, and find out 
what we are up to. 

 

HERBERT ROWE—Died age 19 

Bert was born in Staverton in 
1897 to Richard and Bessie and 
in 1916 was a farm labourer 
living at 2 Mount Pleasant Cottage 
(now December Cottage). He 
became a Private in the 8th 
Service Battalion of the 
Devonshire Regiment and was 
killed on 20 July 1916 during the 
Battle of the Somme in the High 

Wood area when his Battalion attempted to clear the 
wood of Germans. He was buried on the battlefield with 
no known grave and is listed on the “Thiepval Memorial 
to the Missing of the Somme” in France. 

The Abbotskerswell Village History Series 

The first book in the series, Industry & Commerce, was 
launched at Babbinis (originally a Co-op shop) on 14 
June, with former owner Mrs Holmes attending. The 
booklet is now available free of charge, thanks to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, in the Model Stores; call in to 
collect a copy. 

Abbotskerswell Football Club  
We are looking for new players age 16 and over 

Training on Tuesday evenings and Matches on Saturdays 
If interested call Kevin on 07917354340 



 

 

01803 814309 

 

Telephone 01803 814309 
Ipplepen, Devon  |  Andrew Ward 07711 184309 

email: andrew@abilitybathe.co.uk  |  www.abilitybathe.co.uk 



 

 

Abbotskerswell Pre-School 
The Village Hall, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF 

Monday – Friday 9.10 – 11.10 Term Times 
For all children from the age of two 

NEWS 

We all learned a lot and had great fun when two of the 
veterinary nurses from Abbotskerswell Vets came to 
see us. Mel and Tiffany planned a morning filled with 
interesting activities and there were plenty of things to 
learn about how we can look after our pets and other 
animals.  

There was a beautiful pet rabbit called Malibu to 
smooth, he was very good and I’m sure he enjoyed all 
the attention! Many children have pets of their own at 
home and this gave them a wonderful opportunity to 
share their experiences of animals and to talk about 
how they look after their own animals.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
The visit was very interactive, children dressed up and 
role-played being vets, they treated sick and injured 
toy animals. Wrapping bandages around the tail of a 
snake, giving medicine to a sick sheep and taking care 
of a poor toy cow who somehow managed to injure all 
four of its legs, its head and its tail too!  

Well done to all the children who took part in the 
colouring competition, especially our winners Jasper, 
Lewis and Freya.  

Each child took home a bag full of goodies, these were 
well-received and they also came in very handy for 
taking home all the pictures the children had drawn 
and coloured in during the morning.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
The nurses were brilliant they really put a lot of 
thought and effort into the session and we are 
extremely grateful to them for coming to visit. Thank 
you very much.  



 

 

The children took part in our Easter show recently. 
Parents and other family members were invited to 
come along and watch the children perform a number 
of favourite songs including ‘Chick, chick, chicken’ and 
‘Little Peter Rabbit.’ It is always nerve wracking to get 
up on stage and perform, even if it is just for friends 
and family. There is definitely something about being 
on stage that can give even the most confident child 
the wobbles, but they were all really brave and put on a 
great show which was enjoyed by all. Well Done!  

We are looking towards the new school year, with 
many children leaving us to continue their learning 
journeys up at big school; it is an ideal time for new 
enrolments. If you are thinking about starting your child 
sometime soon please do give us a call or pop in to see 
us any time. Children are able to start coming to pre-
school as soon as they are two years old. We are 
currently offering taster sessions to new enrolments so 
now could be the ideal time to get in touch.  

We look forward to meeting you and your child.  
 

E: abbotskerswellpreschool@hotmail.co.uk  
T: 07986519495 

W: abbotskerswellpreschool.org 

Blink and you missed it! 

On Wednesday 8th June the BBC Spotlight News programme did a 
round up of preparations for the celebrations happening in our 
area for the Queen’s 90th birthday. The eagle-eyed among you 
might have spotted the reporter Heidi Davey outside the school. 
Everything looked great! 



 

 

  
 
 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held Monday  
23rd May 2016 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.50pm following the AGM 
 

Present Cllr K Eales (Chairman), Cllr K Farrelly, Cllr B Chambers, 
Cllr Mrs W Grierson, Cllr R Whiffin, Cllr Mrs M Colclough, Cllr 
Mrs L Clowes, Cllr P Marino, C Cllr A Dewhirst (from Item 5). 
 

In Attendance 1 Member of the Public, John Lewis (Tree 
Warden), Margaret Crompton (Allotments).  
 

Apologies for Absence – D Cllr D Smith  
 

Declarations of interest  
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Mon 25th April 2016. 
Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting – Mon 25th April 2016. 
Minutes of the Planning Meeting – Wed 11th May 2016. 
 

The above minutes have been distributed and read – proposed 
by Cllr Mrs W Grierson & seconded by Cllr B Chambers with all 
in agreement and duly signed by the Chairman – Cllr K Eales. 
 

Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes) 
a) Police Report – vehicles broken into at Stoneyhill and one 

vehicle was stolen, the vehicles were left unsecure. 
b) Water leak in Court Grange Lane has now been fixed and 

the road is dry.  
c) Rubbish on private land in Court Grange Lane – this will 

be picked up by Cllrs. 
 

Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council –  
 

a) Application no 16/01295/FUL – Mr & Mrs Buckpitt – 
Fairview, Vicarage Road – Single storey rear extension 
with patio area. No objections – proposed by Cllr R 
Whiffin & seconded by Cllr P Marino with all in 
agreement. 

b) Application no 16/01297/FUL – Mr D Hodges – 5 
Odlehill Grove – Raising of roof and extension including 
dormers and roof lights to facilitate first floor 
accommodation and extension to rear. No objections – 
proposed by Cllr R Whiffin & seconded by Cllr Mrs W 
Grierson with all in agreement. 

 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council 
a) Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – Application 

no 16/00484/FUL – Mr M Watts – 4 Wilton Close – 
Single storey extension to front elevation. 

 

Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr K Eales reported that the first 

draft has been produced and TDC have a new 
Neighbourhood Plan officer – David Kiernan. Shortfall in 
funding for the consultation, which might take another 4 
days at a cost of £2,000 – proposed by Cllr R Whiffin and 
seconded by Cllr K Farrelly that this goes ahead.  

b) Provision of a Bus Shelter in Wilton Way – Cllr P Marino 
reported several quotes have been obtained, the 

cheapest being  timber framed at £4,000 the cost for the 
glazing within this is £1,800 so this would reduce the cost 
without glazing. Further designs will be looked at to 
reduce the cost. Toby Sheds have been approached for a 
cost and also Timberline and these would be without 
glazing. Proposed by Cllr Mrs M Colclough that we have 
fully investigated the cost of this and for its use it does 
not warrant the expense and whilst the parish council 
fully support bus travel they will not be taking this matter 
forward, seconded by Cllr Mrs W Grierson with all in 
agreement. 

c) Land behind Wilton Way – noted in the banks Dormouse 
boxes had been put in and they had suddenly appeared 
before a weekend, TDC have been informed but cannot 
react if nothing is happening. This piece of land has a 
woodland preservation order on it. 

 

Correspondence –  
 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 

Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written report 

attached to the minutes. 
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – Cllr Mrs M Colclough reported TDC AGM held 
the new Chairman – Graham Price and Vice-Chairman – 
John Nutley. Meeting on 6th June to discuss connecting 
Devon and Cornwall Broadband project.  

c) Emergency Planning Committee report – Cllr K Farrelly 
confirmed that the defibrillator is now installed, details 
to go into Mid Devon Advertiser and AbbTalk. Grit bin to 
be purchased for £384.00 – £200 of grant money to be 
used plus topped up by the Parish Council. Priory Road 
HGV sign can be put in position but will need to be paid 
for by the Parish Council, C Cllr A Dewhirst will look into 
the cost of this and may be able to fund some of it from 
his DCC budget. 

d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – Cllr B 
Chambers reported – pipework down at the Pavillion 
done and any leaks present have been alleviated.   
Chains on the big swing need replacing.  

e) Allotments Report – Mrs M Crompton reported – open 
gardens this weekend but due to the cold spring not 
much produce is available to look at.  

f) P3 Report – nothing to report. 
g)  Village Hall Report – Cllr K Eales reported, progress being 

made on the sheds, heating and decoration being looked 
at to be upgraded, also the kitchen facilities.  

h)  Tree Warden Report – John Lewis reported, look at Ash 
Trees in the village which seem to be very slow this year. 
Any signs of Ash dieback need to be reported. 

i)  Reports from Parish Councillors of any external meetings 
or Committees. 
1) TALC – meeting on Thursday – Cllr K Eales & Cllr K 

Farrelly to attend. 
2) Stoneycombe Liaison – nothing to report. 

j) DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges. 
1) Grass Cutting – Manor Road, this has been raised by 

a Parishioner but its noted that the piece of land in 
question is not owned by the Parish Council.   



 

 

2) Pothole – Wilton Way.  
3) Grass cutter to be asked to cut in the Village as 

soon as possible. 
4) Railings in the village have been painted by the 

community payback team. 
5) Weed spraying in the village, this will go ahead 

shortly.  
k) Primary School Report – Cllr R Whiffin reported, 99 

pupils for September with an extra class and a new 
teacher has been appointed who is also an ex pupil. It is 
expected to have a pupil waiting list in September; an 
audit has given the school a clean bill of health.  

l) Volunteer Action Group. 
m) Consultations. 
 1) Electoral Review of Teignbridge – no parish boundaries 

proposed to be changed but ward sizes will change 
but the number of Cllrs will stay the same. Cllr K 
Eales will circulate comments to be made to TDC. 

n) Street Party – Queens 90th Birthday – Cllr Mrs W 
Grierson reported, all being organised at present. 200 
from ARA account to be available for upfront costs, but 
fund raising should cover this and £138 is still available 
from the ARA account. All Cllrs in agreement. 

o) Website maintenance online support to be purchased 1 
hour per month at £40 per hour – all in agreement that 
this is done.  

 

Cheques for Signature/Finances   
Parish Council 
Cheque no 1304 = £100.00 – Newton Abbot Ring & Ride (PC 

Donation). 
Cheque no 1305 = £45.91 (Vat £1.01) – EDF (Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1306 = £178.78 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning May). 
Cheque no 1307 = £20.00 (Vat £3.33) – Bob Chambers 

(Expenses). 
Cheque no 1308 = £107.70 – Wendy Grierson (Picture Framing). 
Cheque no 1309 = £91.74 (Vat £4.36) – EDF (Tennis Courts). 
Cheque no 1310 = £52.51 (Vat £2.50) – EDF (Pavillion). 
Cheque no 1311 = £66.00 (Vat 11.00) – South West Plumbing 

(Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1312 = £1,026.57 – Came & Company (Annual 

Insurance). 
Cheque no 1313 = £98.40 (Vat £16.40) – AP Building Services 

(Toilet Door Repair). 
Cheque no 1314 = £240.98 (Vat £5.41) – British Gas (Pavillion 

Gas). 
Cheque no 1315 = £4,008.48 (Vat £684.75) – Hydrorod 

(Pavillion Water). 
Cheque no 1316 = £34.62 (Vat 84p) – British Gas (Toilets). 
Cheque no 1317 = £488.48 – Sharon Raggett (Clerks Wages May). 
Cheque no 1318 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick May). 
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1008 = £50.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1009 = £20.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1010 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1011 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1012 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1013 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance May 2016 = £2,743.92 

Village Events Account - £138.83 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance May 2016 = £29,843.16 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 
CPRE Donation = £1,000 (held within Parish Council Account). 
Cheques proposed by Cllr P Marino and seconded by Cllr B 
Chambers with all in agreement. 
 

Any Items to go onto next Parish Council meeting’s Agenda. 
 

Parish Council on Facebook. 
 
ARA Draw – April 2016 & May 2016 Draw to be made at June’s 

meeting. 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 
9.55pm  
 

Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 27th June 2016 @ 7.30pm. 
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS AND 
REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM – 
PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607 

2015 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 
(Chairman) Cllr K Eales 

9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  
01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr R Whiffin 
The Coach House, Court Grange, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NH 

01626 365626 or richardwhiffin@hotmail.com 

Cllr R Chambers (Chair ARA) 
3 Hillside Cottages, Totnes Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NG 

01626 352651 or Bob-chambers@hotmail.co.uk 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or mary@marycolclough.freeserve.co.uk 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 
8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956  or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 
31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

Cllr Mrs W Grierson 
Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr    Vacancy  

District Cllr D Smith 

Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 
County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 

Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 
34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 



 

 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 
Front runners 

The 1sts have had a resounding start to the season despite a 
set back against Kingsbridge on a damp wicket. This 
dropped them to second in the table just 2 points adrift 
after blazing a trail as runaway leaders. There have been 
some impressive performances along the way. A score of 
259 for 9 was far too good for Chelston and Kingskerswell 
who made just 90. Star of the show was Alex Birt who 
scored 97 and also took 3 for 21. Aron Owen supported with 
55. The following week the team scored 406 for 7, smashing 
the league record for the highest team score. Charlie 
Mitchell lead the way with a 68 ball score of 106 with half 
centuries from Tom Durman (87 in a 174 first wicket stand), 
Charlie Hill (58) and returning former captain Dickie Acton 
(55). Matt Beasant with 6 for 25 destroyed Whitchurch 
Wayfarers who mustered just 115. After two massive wins 
the team lost a low scoring match to Kingsbridge 180 (Tom 
Durman 3 for 21) by 38 runs despite a defiant 56 not out 
from Ricardo Small-Boyce down the order. 
 
Youthful exuberance 

The 2nds are third in their table after also coming unstuck in 
their most recent game against Kingsbridge, managing only 
145 against Kingsbridge’s 166. The side is full of youngsters 
and two colt off-spinners Ben Cowdry (4 for 31) and Charlie 
Smout-Cooper (4‒35) impressed as did another colt Aidan 
Lighthowlers (35) opening the batting. Charlie impressed the 
previous week against Cornwood 3rds taking his first five 
wicket haul (5 for 25) as the opposition made 229. Another 
colt Josh Morgan took 3 for 45 but the star of the show in 
this match was undoubtedly Steve Bowman. He smashed 
143 off just 73 balls including hitting six successive sixes, not 
in the same over but nevertheless a phenomenal 
achievement. Connor Adams scored a rapid 77 in a third 
wicket stand of 182 with Bowman and James McMurray 45 
as Abbots closed on 351 for 6. Sadly the week before 
chasing 153 by Ashburton (Jonny Joseph 3 for 21) there was 
a batting collapse with no one able to keep skipper Ryan 
Holmes (87 n.o.) company as Abbots lost by 7 runs. With so 
many promising and confident youngsters the odd blip will 
occur but the side is playing lots of positive cricket. 
 
Seniors give a lead 

The 3rds are enjoying their games under our young skipper Josh 
Reilly but struggling to get that first win. After the league 
reorganization into regional leagues in the lower divisions after 
promotion 2 years ago, by a quirk Abbotskerswell were promoted 
2 divisions. This year it has caught up with them. Many of the 
youngsters from last year’s side are now playing for the 2nds. This 
has provided opportunities for more new players to represent the 
club but it will take time for them to gain the necessary match 
experience. Close defeats have come against Plympton 3rds by 3 
wickets, Bovey Tracey 3rds by 16 runs and league leaders Shaldon 
2nds by 13 runs so there is hope of a change in fortunes shortly. 
Senior players Paul Lightowlers and Steve Beasant have led the 

bowling attack but 13-year-old Eddie Smout-Cooper down from 
the 2nds that week has had the best figures 5 for 45 v. Bovey 
Tracey on the same day his brother took 5 wickets. Is this yet 
another cricket record? In the batting it is the seniors who have 
mainly carried the day apart from 42 by Jamie Stoyles v. Bovey 
Tracey. Paul Lightowlers has scored runs regularly, dad Ian 
Tomlinson scored 46 v. Plympton, veteran Andy Rose 32 v. 
Shaldon but an unlikely star was Alok Rana returning to the side 
after 3 years away who coming in at No. 7 went on the attack and 
scored 96 n.o. almost forcing an improbable win against 
Shaldon. Despite no wins the side is second bottom and only 
2 points below the relegation cut off so there is hope but 
also room for improvement. 
 
Sunday stars 

Now in the top division of the South Devon Sunday League 
the side has flourished. Tom Durman scored 105 in a defeat 
of Ipplepen by 85 runs. Ricardo took 3 wickets in that match 
but doubled this against Lustleigh as he took 6 for 19 as the 
opposition made 109 in reply to Abbots’ 260. Father and son 
partnership of Paul Mitchell (59) and Charlie (52) led the 
way. Against South Plymouth the side was weakened as the 
club put out two teams that day because of the Village Cup. 
The loss by 5 wickets was the first by the Sunday side since it 
rejoined the SDL in 2013. 
 
Cup success 

In the 2nd XI Brockman Cup the side are through to the semi-
final which was postponed due to rain after defeating 
Lustleigh and Dartington & Totnes. They are of course 
defending champions. In the National Village Cup we 
defeated Chumleigh and Mid-Devon who made 188 for 7. 
Connor Adams and Alex Birt took 3 wickets apiece. Charlie 
Hill (76) and Charlie Mitchell (70 n.o.) set the team on the 
road to an easy victory by 6 wickets. However as per last 
year we came up against Cornish side Roche in the regional 
final and couldn’t make it through. 
 
Colts celebrate 

Colts competitive matches are well underway despite a few 
rained off games. There is boundless enthusiasm especially 
amongst our younger sides who are clearly enjoying the 
games and demonstrating their skills within the true spirit of 
cricket. Thanks must go to our coaches for fostering this 
sense of enjoyment especially to Geordie and James Hartley 
with the Under 11s and their manager Claire Mitchell. A 
celebration picnic was organized at the beginning of half 
term when parents brought along food enough to feed an 
army and everyone sat on the grass around the pavilion 
after training having a whale of a time. Friday night 6:00–
7:30pm continues to be a hive of activity as the bar is open 
and the barbecue keeps parents and children happy – a 
great way to start the weekend. For full details of Colts 
matters please contact our Colts manager Steve Cooper 
(s.j.c.cooper@btinternet.co or 07967-108742). 



 

 

Car Boot Sales 

At last the weather was kind to us on May Bank Holiday and 
we had a fantastic turn-out, one of our best ever. As usual local 
people supported us in droves as well as those from further 
afield but many thanks to all who contributed to a highly 
successful event. Further dates for your diary for future boot 
sales are: Sunday 31 July 12:00pm, Mon 29 August 8:00am, 
Sunday 13 September 12:00pm and Sunday 27 September 
12:00pm. Other social events are on Facebook and the club 
website www.abbotskerswellcc.co.uk. 
 

For details of club events or how you can become involved 
in supporting your local club contact the Chairman Paul 
Mitchell (abbotsccchairman@gmail.co) or Vice Chairman 
Richard Codd (abbotsarmy @gmail.com) 
 
Andy Rose  
01626-351886 
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BREXIT: UNCHARTED TERRITORY 

Speculation over Britain’s future within the European Union (EU) gained fresh momentum at the announcement of the referendum 
that will take place on Thursday 23 June and has built up ever since. The UK-wide referendum – the country’s twelfth since 1973 – 
will ask voters whether Britain should remain in the EU or opt for a ‘Brexit’. 

The EU’s single market is intended to facilitate free movement of people, goods, services and capital throughout all member states. 
Although the EU remains the most important single export market for the UK, its importance has declined over the last decade as 
exports to other areas of the world have risen. According to think-tank Open Europe, about 60% of the UK’s trade is conducted 
through its EU membership. 

At this stage, the economic effect of a Brexit is difficult to calculate because the impact would hinge on any trade pacts the UK 
manages to agree – not only with the EU, but also the rest of the world. The Confederation of British Industry calculates that 
membership of the single market gives the UK’s businesses tariff-free access to Europe’s 500 million consumers.  

More than one-third of UK-exported goods to the EU are concentrated in industries on which the EU imposes high tariffs. Including 
automotive, chemicals, clothing, food, beverages and tobacco; these could be at risk in a Brexit deal that does not include relevant 
trade agreements. Meanwhile, financial services and business services account for more than half of all the UK’s services exports, 
according to EY ITEM Club. Some two-fifths of the UK’s financial services are exported to the EU, and a Brexit might undermine the 
City of London’s status as the world’s leading financial centre. However, unshackling ourselves from Brussels may stimulate 
entrepreneurship and enterprise. 

A Brexit could well also affect the UK’s labour market and its productivity levels. Anti-Brexit campaigners fear that leading companies 
would relocate jobs from the UK to cheaper EU countries. On the other hand, those campaigning for a Brexit believe British jobs – 
particularly those concentrated among medium-sized and smaller  

Companies would benefit form a release from EU regulation. Britain’s own bureaucrats and regulators consistently demonstrate their 
ability to inflict unnecessary cost and time burdens on business, but Brussels is beyond control and reason, and my personal feeling is 
that we are better off without them. 

2016 is shaping up to be a challenging year for investors. Sentiment has already been undermined by high levels of instability in 
financial markets, caused by concerns over China, falling commodity prices, interest rate policy and wider geopolitical anxieties. The 
build-up to the Brexit referendum is likely to provide fresh fuel for continued share and bond market volatility. 
 

TAX-EFFICIENT OPTIONS 

As life expectancy in the UK continues to rise, financial planning is becoming increasingly important. If you are thinking of saving for 
retirement, then you might consider a pension to be the best way to ensure you have enough to live on when you are older. 
However, this is not the only way to achieve your retirement goals, and Individual Savings Accounts (ISAs) can form a useful 
component in your long-term financial plans. 

Pensions and ISAs receive different tax treatment. Payments into your pension will qualify for tax rebates up-front at your highest 
rate of income tax (subject to certain limits) and 25% of any withdrawals can be taken tax-free; however, the income you receive will 
be taxable. In comparison, ISA contributions come from taxed income, but any withdrawals are tax-free. Also, it is important to 
remember your pension income counts towards your personal tax-free allowance, whereas your ISA withdrawals do not. 

As such, the choice between pensions or ISAs could seem to boil down to the relatively straightforward question of rates. If someone 
receives higher-rate tax relief on their pension contributions, but only pays lower-rate tax on their income at retirement, pensions 
appear to make the most sense. Meanwhile, for those whose income may be greater in retirement, the opposite appears true.  

The reality, however, can be less clear-cut. Tax rebates on pension contributions are important as they add value up-front, and 
investors welcome the effect of compounding on their portfolios, which helps to influence the size of pension ‘pot’ that can be 
accumulated. Equally, if you eventually decide to buy a pension annuity – and pension rules have changed to allow greater flexibility 
for savers – those payments can be guaranteed for life, whereas withdrawing the equivalent sum from an ISA is rather less 
predictable, although you could use the ISA fund to buy a life annuity and pay some tax on the income. 

Pensions offer additional attractions: employers can contribute to a company or stakeholder pension scheme, and annual 
contribution limits for pensions are much higher than for ISAs. Nevertheless, an ISA offers flexibility: you usually have to wait until 
you are 55 to make withdrawals from a pension, whereas an ISA can typically be accessed at any time. Ultimately, it is not necessarily 
a question of whether an ISA or pension is better; rather, it is a question of planning your finances to make the most of both.  

Written 12th May 2016 



 

 

Abbotskerswell Parish Council were delighted to take 
possession of a Defibrillator for the village on Wednesday 
8th June. The Defibrillator was bought from County 
Councillor Alistair Dewhirst’s Locality Budget and has 
been installed on the outside of the Village Hall at the 
centre of the village. It will be available for anyone to use 
after having dialled 999 for an ambulance. Cllr Kevin 
Eales, Chairman of the Parish Council, said “Although we 
hope we never have to use it, it is reassuring to have the 
defibrillator here and know that we can save a life if 
necessary.” He praised David Wilds, the village hall 
manager, and parish Cllr Kevin Farrelly for their help in 
installing the unit. Emergency defibrillation is commonly 
used for life-threatening cardiac problems. The machine 
delivers an electrical current to the heart which allows it 
to re-establish a normal rhythm. Abbotskerswell’s unit is 
an automated external defibrillator, which means that 
bystanders are able to use it successfully with no training. 
Cllr Alistair Dewhirst, County Councillor for Teignbridge 
South, said “This is just the sort of thing our Locality 
budgets should be used for. I am always happy to help the 

village where I spent so much of my youth and pleased to 
have enabled the village hall to have this life-saving piece of 
equipment installed.” 

 
 
Devon County Councillor 
Alistair Dewhirst, formally 
presents Abbotskerswell’s 
new defibrillator to David 
Wilds, Village Hall 
Manager, together with 
Kevin Eales, Chairman of 
Abbotskerswell Parish 
Council. 

EMERGENCY DEFIBRILLATOR @ VILLAGE HALL ABBOTSKERSWELL 

HOW TO USE: 

1. Call emergency services. Dial 999 or 112 and ask for ambulance 

2. Ask for code to open defibrillator box: 

 Release clasps from side of cabinet 

 Rotate keypad cover 

 Type in access code & press # 

 Turn black knob to open. 

3. If trained, start CPR, or follow South West Ambulance Control  
CPR instructions 

4. Use defibrillator as instructed by South West Ambulance Control 

5. Continue until ambulance arrives. 

6. Please advise the Parish Council after use by email to  
sharon.raggett@sky.com 

Flower Festival 
On the 26th, 27th and 28th August, we are having a Flower Festival,  

at St Mary’s Church, Abbotskerswell 

The theme will be ‘A Cottage Garden’ 

We will be serving teas in Church House each day. 

All proceeds will go towards the upkeep of the church. 

If you would like to help or sponsor a display  
please contact Guy Rogers on 01803 558058 

mailto:sharon.raggett@sky.com


 

 

ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. 
Visit & host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet 
for a Social evening & supper. Middle of each month usually in 
Church House. Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or 
Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact 
Marilyn Whitefoot 361275 

Abbotskerswell W.I. 

Church House 2nd Tuesday of the month 7pm. W.I for the 
woman of today. Make new friends, have a good time, 
learn new skills. Wl meet for talks and demonstrations on 
anything from gardening to computers, they also organise 
outings and get involved in the community. Contact: 
Christine Lewis 01626 351378 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every 
month. Speakers on historical topics both local and further 
afield. Contact: Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible 
lighting available to book. 
Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Wednesday 
evenings from 7pm–8pm. We would love to welcome some 
new members. You do not have to be musical – just be 
able to count to six! Contact Johanna Westgate on 364652 
or just come along to the church on Wednesday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every 
Wednesday from 7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs 
who is interested in the possibility of joining is welcome to 
come along preferably after contacting the Chairman or 
Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and late 
May/early June. Contact: Michael Roberts 01626-335091 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation 
Area court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 3 Devon 
League sides on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also 
play friendly sides, with training on Tuesday nights from April. 
Colts coaching for boys and girls from 6 upwards takes place 
on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams from Under 10 to 
Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 07778-
017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. 
We have working layouts in OO and N scale where members 
can run their own models. Refreshments available. Contact 
John Whitehead on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the 
Flood Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or 
sandbags to protect your property, then please contact Dave 
on: 01626 355541 or 07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 

Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–10:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES Tel: 01626 333387 
   Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Nearest Post Office services can be found in  

Ipplepen, Kingskerswell and Newton Abbot. 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626215838 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your 

house name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

British Telecom Faults          151 

Electricity Western Power    08456 012989 

Gas       0800   317960 

Water       0800   378937 

Street Lighting     0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council        01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council    01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden     01626 351378 

Dog Warden      01626 215881 

Crimestoppers     0800   555111 

Samaritans      01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital     01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital    01626 324500 

RSPCA      0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line    01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line    01626 833664 

National Express Coach    08705 808080 

Rail Information     08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter    01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth    01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre    01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema     08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre      01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn    01803 812717 

Locksmith      01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly      01626 354956

(Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line     03444 111 444
(Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College    01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School   01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

 

Parish Rooms 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

