
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

THE FUTURE OF YOUR PARISH – HAVE YOUR SAY (PART 2) 

 

This year will hopefully see the production of the first Neighbourhood Plan for our Parish.  

This is a very important document as it sets out the Community’s vision for our area for 

the next 20 years.  Your input is crucial. 

The Parish Council began the process of producing the Plan some 12 months ago through 

the setting up of a group of local residents to carry out the project.  However, although the 

Council has to take the responsibility for every aspect of the Plan from its inception to its 

implementation and review, the key requirements by law are: 

 The Plan has to be developed and owned by the community 

 This has to be shown to have happened 

 The Plan must be based on verifiable evidence 

 The Plan must accord with the planning policies contained in the District Council’s 

Local Plan 

 The Plan must be approved by an Independent Inspector appointed by the District 

Council 

 The Plan must be approved by a referendum of the community 

The Community’s first involvement with the Plan (Have your say - Part 1) took place with a 

weekend workshop in the Parish Rooms last June.  From this the Group received much 

information on the needs and views of those attending concerning the future direction of 

our Parish.  Part 2 will be a questionnaire to be sent to every household, business and 

organisation in the Parish to gather a much more detailed feedback on this future direction.  

The questionnaire will be sent out with the March edition of AbbTalk but should also be 

available on the Parish Website (www.abbotskerswell.org.uk) and in the Model Stores.  This 

flyer is intended to set out some very important background information about the Parish 

which should help with filling in the questionnaire.   
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ABBOTSKERSWELL’S NEIGHBOURHOOD PLAN 2015 -2035 

1.  Abbotskerswell Parish: 

Below is the map of Abbotskerswell Parish with the boundary shown in blue. 

Some basic statistics:- 

Population: 2011 census – 1560 of whom 1267 live in the village of Abbotskerswell, (2001 – 

1515):  Density 3.1 persons per ha; Number of dwellings 676 

Age structure: 0-4  4.3%; 5-17  14.9%; 18-29  7.5%; 30-44  14.8%; 45-59  21.5%; 60-74  

24.4%;  75-84 8.8%; 85 and over 3.8%      

Area: 503 hectares 

Other statistics, including Household size, Dwellings by Council Tax Band, tenure of 

occupation, type of dwelling, number of persons per household, car and van ownership, 

occupations, economic and business activity, are all publicly available.  If anyone is 

interested, please contact Richard Whiffin (e-mail: richardwhiffin@hotmail.com).  There are 

many other documents which are very relevant in giving background information to the 

development of our Neighbourhood Plan, most of which can be accessed on line.  Two 

significant ones are – the Community Plan the Parish produced in 2007 - 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk/chttphandler.ashx?id=13811 and the Biodiversity Audit also 

produced in 2007 www.devon.gov.uk/text/abbotskerswellpba.pdf. 
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2.  Abbotskerswell – Current Planning Policies in Place.  

The map below shows the Conservation Area (inside the purple line) and the Village 

Envelope (inside the brown line).  There is then a brief explanation of these two planning 

tools. 

 

2(a)  Conservation Area. 

The Conservation Area concept was enshrined in law through the Civic Amenities Act 1967. 

There are now over 10,000 in force across the UK, set up by Local Planning Authorities. In 

our case it is Teignbridge District Council who set up Abbotskerswell’s Conservation Area in 

February 1990.  

For the current detailed document covering Abbotskerswell use: 

http://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/media/pdf/3/h/Abbotskerswell_1.pdf) 

http://www.teignbridge.gov.uk/media/pdf/3/h/Abbotskerswell_1.pdf


 
 

 

Planning restrictions are much more stringent in a conservation area than any outside of 

those areas. The Localism Act 2011 created neighbourhood plans and in formulating our 

plan, the community will have to demonstrate that the existing conservation area has been 

at least maintained or better still, enhanced.  The Plan must contain policies which show this 

to have happened and Teignbridge District Council will be obliged to take these policies into 

account when making decisions on planning applications.   

2(b)  Village Envelope: 

This planning tool, similar to the concept of “The Green Belt”, was designed to restrict 

development in any given location to within an existing built up area, called “The Envelope”.  

In Abbotskerswell, the Envelope has been in place for many years and is now included 

within the policies of the new Teignbridge District Council’s Local Plan.  Therefore, the 

Neighbourhood Plan will need to take account of the existing Envelope but, unlike the 

Conservation Area, it will not necessarily prevent proposals being put forward outside that 

area. 

2(c) Outside the Village Envelope: 

Teignbridge District Council’s Local Plan defines areas outside the Village Envelope but 

within the Parish Boundary as countryside. The Local Plan has specific policies for areas 

defined as countryside which the Neighbourhood Plan would need to take into 

consideration. 

 

 


