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Coming this month 

SCHOOL MAY DAY CELEBRATIONS 
and 

THE ABBOTSKERSWELL SINGERS  
SUMMER CONCERT 
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Perhaps warmer weather is almost here. Gardens and gardeners are coming out of hibernation. The sound 
of lawnmowers can be heard in the village. Spring flowers are everywhere.  
 
2019 will be the twelfth year that the 
village has taken part in the National 
Gardens Scheme. This year eight 
gardens and the village allotments will 
be open on Saturday and Sunday 8th 
and 9th of June. The gardens range from 
large to small, traditional to modern. 
There is something for all tastes, with 
lots of interest for both keen gardeners 
and those who just like looking at 
gardens. 
 
As usual, Church House will be open on 
both days for brilliant teas, cakes etc.  
At several of the gardens, there will be 
additional attractions of plant, book and 
produce sales. 

 
The National Gardens Scheme is in 

its ninety-second year. In the last 

ten years alone it has raised more 

than £25 million for the charities it 

supports. This year over £3 million 

will go to the scheme’s selected 

charities. It is the largest single 

donor to Macmillan Cancer 

Support, for which it has raised 

almost £15 million and Marie Curie 

Cancer Care, almost £7 million. 

Among the other charities which 

benefit from the scheme are 

Hospice UK, Parkinson’s UK and 

the MS Society.  
 

 

In addition to its charity donations, the NGS sponsors work on Gardening and Health. 

Every penny of the admission price goes to charity – none goes to the gardeners and  

the scheme’s running cost are met through sponsorship. 

8th & 9th June 2019—Put the date in your diary now! 
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 Dear Reader 

Yet another busy month ahead. There is always some music in 
the village and this month we have the AK Singers Summer 
Concert on the 17th which will be a an entertaining evening. 
Before that is the May Day Celebrations and as always the 
traditional Maypole dancing expertly performed by children 
from the school plus plenty more family fun. 

If, like me, you could do with having a sort out at home there 
are two car boot sales coming on both bank holiday Mondays at 
the AK cricket ground. 

On Saturday 18th the coffee morning in Church House is in aid 
of Cancer Research UK so why not have your morning coffee 
there and get some delicious cake and you never know you 
might get lucky in the raffle! Happy May Day.  

Ann Allen, AbbTalk Editor 

annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 

Cover photo kindly taken by Ray Vyse 

Next deadline for June 2019 issue 
Advertisements and Articles – May 15th 
Next delivery date – 1st & 2nd June 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Zoe Truman Secretary (zoe_truman@hotmail.com ) 

Lynn Howard Treasurer (modelstores@btconnect.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Picture Editor (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Richard Whiffin  Church Representative 
 (richardwhiffin@hotmail.com ) 

Diary Dates for May 2019 
Abbotskerswell Ladies Group ............ 8th ................ page 10 

Cricket Club home fixtures .....................  ................ page 26 

Cricket Club Car Boot Sales ... 6th & 27th ................ page 27 

AbbPast  .......................................... 13th .................. page 8 

Coffee Morning in aid of CRUK........ 18th .................. page 9 

Knit and Natter .................................. 13th 

AK Singers Summer Concert ........... 17th ................ page 16  

Coming in June: 

Open Gardens Weekend ......... 8th & 9th ........ see opposite 

Monthly Rainfall Totals 
 mm ins 
 January  63 2.48 
February 69 2.72 
 

The total rainfall for March was 112mm or 4.41ins 
compared to the average of 100mm or 3.94ins, so not far 
from an average month although we only had 3mm in the 
last 13 days.  Much of the early part of the month as well as 
being wet was very windy.  

Annual Rainfall Statistics kindly supplied by David Munden 

Traditional maypole dancing 

from the school children, BBQ, 

bouncy castle, refreshments, 

table top sale. 

Please come along and help to 

keep the tradition alive in the 

village. 

If you would like to book a table 

for ony £5 to sell items looking 

for a new home please contact: 

Abbotskerswellptfa@gmail.com 

There is a box in St Mary’s Church  for the 
collection of non-perishable foodstuff for 
the Teignbridge Foodbank.  
All donations are gratefully received and 
the box is emptied regularly. Thank you. 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com
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11am start for main Sunday Services 
Please see Current pattern of Worship for full details 

*********** 

Are you developing your natural 
Spiritual Intelligence ? 
 

Last month I said I would say more about Spiritual 
Intelligence (SQ). 

According to neurological research this is something that 
can be nurtured and grown, by the regular use of the nerve 
pathways in the temporal lobes of the brain. 

SQ has no necessary connection with any specific religion 
though it is probably the reason archaeology shows us that 
the most primitive Homo Sapiens used rituals and 
particular ways of burial. It is part of being human and the 
great religions of today all have ways of cultivating it – but 
they sometimes fall short of bringing about such 
development because they become law based and rule 
bound. That was Jesus’s problem with the Pharisees, once 
those in authority become frightened by people who ask 
WHY? They tend to turn nasty, afraid of losing their power. 

A nice safe set of beliefs may be comfortable and 
comforting but what happens when the reality of life today 
makes a nonsense of creation that happened in six days or 
the Ascension of Jesus after the resurrection? 

Then we have to look again and reinterpret the stories, and 
that needs a breakdown of the old beliefs before the 
reconstruction of new ones. 

People in a state of spiritual growth have periods of 
unbelief and much doubt before coming onto new firm 
ground again. 

This does not only happen in religious belief of course. 
Spiritual development happens in contact with nature, with 
the arts and music of any kind. Any activity, or meditation, 
which makes us more aware, alive, develops SQ. 
Sometimes a major loss or other event in our lives causes 
us to think again. People who have been abused find trust 
and faith very difficult and may try some fundamental 
religion or cause to hang on to. This can be a cul-de-sac. 
There is ancient wisdom to be found in fundamental or 
evangelical religion. The problem is in the rigid 
interpretation. As a twenty first century person, with 
science and astronomy upsetting any literal words of the 

Bible, the new approach has to be about interpretation. 
There is a crisis in our culture, of how to go about 
connecting our Christianity with our life experience. Where 
economic progress, built on endless trade injustice, has 
become a God, we struggle to find truth. But many are 
somehow driven to try. We might call this the work of the 
Holy Spirit in us or just a human desire to fulfil our spiritual 
nature. Words are inadequate to express those things 
which are still a mystery to us, and mystery is still 
important, calling us on. 

Pat Heath  
 

Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful 
cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good time is had 
by all.  

Thurs 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 
 Contact: Liz Smyth-Osbourne 01626 368400 
 lizsmytho@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly 
by church members. We will continue to do all that we can 
to meet the needs of others, during the time of being 
without a dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in 
people’s homes do so with the authority and support of the 
parish church and will pass to the clergy any need for 
additional spiritual support.  

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own 
support, then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church 
Warden (07526 470080 ) or Pat Heath (01626 369416). 
 

Sunday Lunch  
1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church House 

For over ten years a roast lunch has been served in Church 
House on the first Sunday of each month. It is enjoyed by 
people for whom Sunday otherwise tends to be a rather 
quiet day. The suggested donation is £6. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact 
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 
 
 

Priest:  To be appointed  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
 Richard Whiffin Tel: 01626 365626  

Please note our website:  www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church 

http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk
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Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  
We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 

 

1st Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer – BCP) 
A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 
An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

3rd Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

4th Sunday of the Month 

11am  Parish Praise 
A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

6pm (BST) Choral Evensong (BCP) 

A non-communion sung service of the word, lasting about 
an hour. 

5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

10am  Eucharist (CW) at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 10am.) There are a number of occasional 
services throughout the year which are advertised at Church 
House, on our website and in AbbTalk. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The next  Messy Church 

session will be on Thursday 

30th May from 10.00am 

Special Services in May 2019 

Ascension Day 

Thursday 30 May 2019 

7pm Eucharist at Kingskerswell 

Below are a couple of photos of St Mary’s Church taken in the spring sunshine by Ray Vyse. 
Ray also provided our cover picture this month. 
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World class coaching for the Chordettes Acappella Chorus 
 

During April the Chordettes Acappella Chorus 
experienced the most amazing education weekend with 
top coach Sally McLean. The world-renowned Musical 
Director brought her expertise to Abbotskerswell for 
the weekend and really put the chorus through its 
paces. The weekend included vocal technique coaching 
to help us improve our sound and precision, with lots of 
help and advice on breathing and resonance of sound, 
as well as guidance on improving performance and 
interpretation. We felt very privileged to have such a 
talented and in-demand coach come and spend this 
time with us. 
 

25 Years of LABBS Membership 
 

Chorus member Yvonne Chamberlain was presented 
with her Long Service Award for being a member of 
LABBS, the Ladies Association of British Barbershop 
Singers, for over 25 years. As the Chordettes Acappella 
Chorus is a founder member of LABBS we have several 
ladies who have received 25, 30 and even 40 year 
awards and we are very proud to be able to continue 
our long standing relationship with the association.      Chordettte Yvonne Chamberlain receives her 25 year award.  

L-R Sally McLean, Yvonne Chamberlain, LABBS Regional Rep 

Lee Westlake and Chordettes Chair Kathy Dean. 
 

Barbershop to Broadway – an evening to remember! 
 

We are delighted to announce details of our summer 
concert – Barbershop to Broadway – which will take place 
on 20th July at the Babbacombe Theatre. Our performance 
will include our varied repertoire from arrangements of 
popular artists including Pharrell Williams, Adele, Michael 
Buble, Queen and Abba, to songs from the musicals and 
traditional barbershop classics.  
 

The Chordettes will be joined by Bells & Baxter, a fresh, 
funny and dynamic act sure to deliver an evening to 
remember. 

Bells & Baxter are a fantastic musical duo taking the world 
by storm. Having met whilst performing for the Duke and 
Duchess of Cambridge, these two are sure to blow you away 
with a sumptuous evening of soaring vocals. 

Both classically trained and from musical backgrounds, 
this talented pair have cut their teeth in hit West End shows 
such as ‘Les Miserables’ and ‘Jesus Christ Superstar’ as 
well as appearing in Number One UK Tours and sell out 
shows at the well renowned Edinburgh Fringe Festival. 

Tickets are £10. For bookings please see the Babbacombe 
Theatre website:  
https://www.babbacombe-theatre.com/upcoming-
shows/barbershop-to-broadway 

If you would like to know more about the Chordettes 
Acappella Chorus please pop down to the Village Hall on 
Wednesday evenings from 7pm, visit our website or 
contact us via singchordettes@gmail.com  

mailto:singchordettes@gmail.com
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WILTON WAY, ABBOTSKERSWELL 
 

Welcome to our beautiful 17th century village Inn, 
with traditional values & a friendly, relaxed 

atmosphere. 
 

We can cater for private dining, parties, wedding 
receptions and business meetings.   

 

We also specialise in outside bars & catering. 
 

Lunchtime Specials are served Monday to Friday, 
two meals for £13. 

 

Sunday Roast Dinners are freshly prepared and 
served all day.  Sunday Prize Draw starts at 5pm. 

 

Takeaway Menu also available. 
 

01626 361866/ info@courtfarminn.com / 
www.courtfarminn.com 

Bars are open all day every day 
 

Food service Monday to Wednesday 
lunchtimes and evenings 

 

Food service Thursday to Sunday All day 

Kitchen Companion 
Helping men prepare the sort of food  

they really enjoy. 

Discover the pleasure of cooking  

in your own kitchen with the friendly 

support of an experienced cook.   

 A new hobby with delicious results!   

If you want to find out more or have an 

informal chat, with no obligations, 

 contact  

Fin Heath 

01803 812849,  07728 730275,    
fin.heath@hotmail.co.uk 

mailto:info@courtfarminn.com
http://www.courtfarminn.com


 

8 

AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 

AbbPast Extras 

When talking to villagers about our Abbotskerswell Village History Series one of the most popular questions is “where does 

all the material come from?” Well the document below came into our possession recently (thanks to Ipplepen History 

Group) and is a good example of just that. It is from a Trade Directory by J W Hills & Co. dated 1869–1870, entitled “A 

Directory of Torquay with the towns and parishes with 15 miles”. It gives amazing detail on the village on all kinds of 

things, such as the chapels, the businesses in the village and who was living where. There were various types of directory 

dating from the 1850s onwards, perhaps the best known were “Kelly’s Directory”. 

 
 

Our next Monthly Meeting is on 
 Monday 13th May at 7.30pm in Church House 

"Hairy Hands, Devils & Black Dogs" 

Paul Rendell, sometimes known as ‘Dartmoor Paul’ remarkable work on Dartmoor,  

both in written material and practical activities guide. 
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Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
 

The group started in June 1976 and was known as the Young Wives Group (we were young once, a long 
time ago)! 
 
It was agreed to hold meetings on the 1st Monday of the month, membership was 75p per year and 10p 
per meeting (how times have changed). It’s now £10 per year and £2 per meeting and excellent value. 
 
I joined in the 1980s when it was a thriving group with at least 38 members. Today sadly we are down to 
about 20 paid up members. We are rather like other organisations in the village, all getting older and no 
new members coming along to keep things going. 
 
We would welcome anyone of any age to join us. We have a fun time, speakers, trips out, Christmas 
lunch, etc, etc. 
If you would like to come along and meet us all (we don’t bite) you would be most welcome. 
 

Sylvia Hallett 
01626 365411 

 
Please get in touch if you have or had an interesting career, we are always looking for speakers. 

 
Our next meeting is on Wednesday 8th May, when we are visiting the Mare and Foal Sanctuary,  

transport can be arranged. 
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Design, Supply & Fit.  

Bedrooms. 
Bespoke Furniture. 
Worktop Changes. 

01626 206121 
07879 416504 

richard.heyward@hotmail.com 

 
28 Years Joinery, Kitchen Design, 
Manufacture & Fitting Experience 

TO ADVERTISE HERE 
email: annallen1000@gmail.com 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 

 

HAIR Cair 
The Salon in the Village 

 

Ladies, Gents & Children’s Hairdressing  

 

 

for an appointment call Abbotskerswell 361600 
 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 
07791 972585 

rharmer136@gmail.com 

Facebook: @RHarmerpandd 

 

Heritage Decorators 

Established in 1999  

in Abbotskerswell 

All aspects. 

Now taking bookings for exteriors 

Tel: Paul Ede 

07542366651 

http://www.rhkitchens.com
mailto:richardheyward@hotmail.com
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Cleaner Ovens 
Established in 2003 

Office: 
01626 363748 

Let us put the sparkle back into your Oven 
Prices from £50.00 

Telephone 

Chris Hallwood 

Freephone: 0800 5838463  Mobile: 07966 613160 

TOLCHARDS 
ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS 

 

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

SAM TOLCHARD 
FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN 

 

DOMESTIC | INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL 

tolchardselectrical@gmail.com  
07368508127 

 

 

TO ADVERTISE HERE 
email: annallen1000@gmail.com 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 
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Henry – a story by Pam Wakeham 
 

Henry was an owl, an eagle owl, and lived on the roof of Highridge Hall. Lady Catherine had found him as a chick, wet 
and cold on the lawn after a bad storm. She whisked him into the kitchen by the Rayburn, in a box with a specially 
warmed towel. He was fed on chopped up raw meat and grew and grew and then grew some more. He was about two 
feet high and hefty with it. No more going in and out of the cat flap. Sir William made him a shelter on the roof because 
he frightened the other birds hysterically. 

It was 2am now and his infra-red vision had picked up a van creeping in and parking behind some bushes. Two of the 
most wanted men in the country were now walking brazenly towards the house. Both carried shotguns. They knew the 
owners had gone away but didn’t know they had returned early. Henry didn’t like the look of this. The men walked up 
to the windows and shone torches in, then walked to the front door. The tall one handed his gun to the other then took 
a bunch of lock picks from his pocket. As he bent to try them Henry spread his wings and stepped off the roof. Time to 
do something. His family were in there, unaware of the danger they were in. He folded his wings and hurtled down. He 
aimed for the gunman and shot over his head, his talons making deep scratches. The gunman howled and leapt 
backwards. The lock man spun round, his torch shining on the bloody head of his mate. “Only a branch” he sniggered, 
pointing to the bush by the door and turned back to the lock. The gunman dropped one gun as he scrabbled for tissues 
to dab his bleeding head. In a bad temper he kicked the fallen gun away. Above them Henry was not happy. They were 
still there, not good! The lock man’s back was a perfect target so he folded his wings and rocketed downwards. He gave 
a horrendous screech as he hit the man’s back. His razor sharp talons causing deep scratches as he tore through his 
shirt. The man shrieked and swung his torch around wildly, looking for his unseen assailant. The screech had frightened 
both of them and the gunman was firing wildly around. The lock man shouted, “Shut up!” Henry floated quietly above, 
pleased with the result. The two men suddenly realised lights had come on in the house and treble nine had most 
certainly been called. “Run, run!”, said the lock man as a light came on downstairs. They took off, only for the gunman 
to trip over the fallen gun and immediately dropped the other one. The second man now tripped over the first one and 
both crashed to the ground. They scrambled up and legged it as a flashing blue light was coming up the hill. Halfway up 
the lawn number one caught his feet under the hose for the sprinkler system, which pulled it tight and caught out the 
second man and they both crashed down again. The blue light roared through the gates, veered off the drive and sped 
towards them, blinding them with the headlights. Two more cars arrived now and recognising the pair they gleefully 
handcuffed them and called for the custody van. The two were bundled into it and taken to casualty with armed escorts 
fore and aft. 

Scene of crime and two detectives turned up now and Henry sat and watched all this activity he had caused. Sir William 
and Lady Catherine spent the next hour making cups of tea and bacon sandwiches. 

“Have you got any big animals wandering around?” asked the DI. Puzzled by the deep scratches on the burglars. Sir 
William pointed to Simon, their elderly Corgi. “That’s the only one we have.” “Any wild cats about?” the DI asked. “Oh 
no” was the reply, “Henry would soon see them off”. “Who’s Henry?” was the next question. “He’s our pet owl” was the 
answer. 

The DI laughed “I don’t think a little own could make those 
scratches”. “He’s not very little” said her Ladyship. “Let’s go and 
see if he’s still up.” She got a plate of meat from the fridge and 
out they went. Henry was still there, so she called to him. He 
warily eyed the crowd below. Still, if his Lady was there it must 
be alright. So he stepped off again and drifted down. There were 
gasps at his size as he landed with a thud and started on his food. 
Her Ladyship was the only one he allowed to touch him. Stroking 
his back, she told him how clever he had been, then casually bent 
down and lifted one huge foot and untangled a piece of shirt. 
Having finished his food, Henry eyed he line of policemen, he 
didn’t like the look of that lot either. As it was nearly daylight, 
and Henry didn’t do daylight, he took off back to his shelter on 
the roof. A delighted DI phoned his boss, who phoned their Chief 
Constable, who phoned the Lord Lieutenant, previously burgled 
and threatened by the two burglars, he in turn phoned an elderly 
Lord, not only burgled but knocked about as well. His Lordship rang a very important lady in a palace on a very secure 
and private line. She then rang her daughter at her stables. The Princess had come back from the Badminton Horse 
Trials to find her front door open and the house ransacked. “Serves the B…... Right” she said and they were both still 
laughing as they put their phones down. 

And Henry, he was in his shelter, fast asleep. 
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Abbotskerswell Singers (AK Singers) Summer Concert  
this year is being held on Friday 17th of May at 7.30pm in the village hall. 

 

This year’s concert is titled  “Stories in song” and includes a variety of music from the 
UK and US as well as some from the musicals “Les Miserables” and “The King and I”. 
Please make a note in your diaries.  
 

Tickets will be on sale in the shop from the end of April. 
 

The AK Singers are always looking for new members. If you enjoy singing please feel 
free to come along. We are a very friendly 4 part (Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Bass) choir. 
Don’t worry if you can’t read music, many of us can’t. Singing is great fun, relaxing, 
great for mental health and sociable. 
 

We meet in Church House on Wednesday evenings 7.30–9.00 PM.  Alternatively if you 
have any questions feel free to contact me on 07976 985513. 
 
Garry Kendall 
Chair of AK Singers 
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DOG FOULING 
 

It has recently been noted that dog mess has been found within the village recreation area. This is clearly unacceptable in 
a place where children play and people walk through to access the football pitch and tennis courts as well as the 
allotments. There is a clear sign at the entry to the recreation ground that No Dogs are Allowed. 

Below is some information from Teignbridge Council regarding dog fouling and irresponsible dog ownership. 

 

In January this year following detailed considerations by Teignbridge District Council a Public Space Protection Order 
(PSPO) was adopted. 

What is a PSPO 
Public Space Protection Orders are broad powers which allow councils to enforce and manage particular anti-social 
activities within a specified area. They are used where needed to help tackle persistent issues that are damaging 
communities or the environment. When used proportionately and appropriately they can be effective in dealing with 
some issues local residents and businesses face on a daily basis, or tell us are a problem for them. 

Why introduce one? 
It will help us keep our beautiful environment even cleaner which, in turn, makes Teignbridge a healthy and more 
desirable place where people want to live, work and visit. 

While there are laws covering dog fouling and irresponsible dog ownership, it can be patchy and in some places we have 
no control over enforcement. This inconsistency makes enforcement more challenging in areas where people have 
reported a problem. 

Without the PSPO, byelaws which apply to some council-owned parks, green spaces and beaches cannot be enforced 
using fixed penalty notices and offences must be prosecuted through the courts which is very expensive and rarely used. 

The PSPO replaces existing controls and introduces new ones so there’s a consistent approach. We made a commitment 
to reviewing our policy within the Council Strategy – which has been adopted by councillors – and are carrying out that 
promise. 

What does it now mean? 
You can be fined if your dog is out of control in public or you do not pick up after it. We have put in place a PSPO to help 
deal with these issues. If you ignore a PSPO you can be fined: 

• £100 on the spot (a fixed penalty notice) 

• Up to £1,000 if it goes to court 

The PSPO, introduced 1 April 2019, means you have to: 

• pick up after your dog in public places 

• not walk your dog on some beaches from 1 April to 30 September 

• keep your dog out of areas signed as dog exclusion areas (for example, children’s play parks) 

• keep your dog on a lead in certain areas 

• keep your dog on a lead when walking next to a road, on footpaths next to the road or on cyclepaths 

• where a dog is being a nuisance or annoying to people or other animals, you must put your dog on a lead if 
asked to do so by a council officer or police officer 

• limit the amount of dogs you have with you to a maximum of six (this applies to professional dog walkers too) 

• carry sufficient dog poo bags. 

Teignbridge has a small team of enforcement officers who routinely patrol hotspots around the district, including early 
mornings, evenings and on weekends. All staff, members, residents and visitors are able to report issues for 
investigation. The team are all always ready to report and respond where necessary which means there is a relatively 
high chance you will be caught should you not clear up after your dog has fouled. 

People report incidents to us regularly, so residents, businesses and visitors can also play a part in helping us tackle a 
problem where it is seen and reported. 

Dog poo can be bagged and placed in any normal public bin. It does not have to go in a dog poo bin. If there are no bins 
available please take it home and discard in your usual way. If you come across any bins that are full please report it by 
going to the Teignbridge website and we will empty it as soon as we can. 

Please be considerate to others and pick up your dog’s poo and if you spot anything please report it: 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk/environmental-health-and-wellbeing/dogs/dog-fouling/report-dog-mess/ 
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VILLAGE HALL VOICE 
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

2ND   MAY – ELECTIONS FOR DISTRICT & PARISH COUNCILLORS 

6TH   MAY – MAY DAY   
17TH MAY – AK SINGERS CONCERT 

22ND MAY – EUROPEAN ELECTIONS 

26TH MAY – SHORT MAT BOWLS OPEN AFTERNOON 

27TH JULY – 40TH ANNUAL GARDEN SHOW 
 

You might have seen our school children recently on a Friday afternoon busy practising their maypole dancing 
ready for the celebrations on the 6th May. The children would love the support of the village on May Day from 
2pm. Refreshments will be on sale in aid of the school. 

On the afternoon of Sunday 26th May the Short Mat Bowls Club are opening their doors to anyone who 
wishes to try out this year round sport. Why not give it a go!  All ages welcome. 

Don’t forget that we have a badminton court and net for use if you fancy a game. Hire charge is £8 per hour 
whether it is singles or doubles. Children would need to be accompanied by a responsible adult. 

Emma Grice is kindly in the process of creating a website for the hall to bring us into the 21st century! Thanks 
Emma we are looking forward to seeing your work. 

I hope you all have the date of the Village Garden Show in your diaries. This year there will be an entry form 
to make it easier for booking in the entries. This will be in the June issue of AbbTalk along with the 
Programme.  Please could you also let me know if you have a garden/wildlife garden or hanging basket to be 
judged as this is prior to the show.  It doesn’t matter how large or small, there are different classes for these 
entries. The closing date for this isn’t until July 14th but I am happy to take calls from now on. Nothing like 
being organised! 

Finally please have your Scarecrows out and ready for judging by Friday 7th June for judging. I will need to 
have entry forms in at the latest by Sunday 2nd June. Entry forms should be handed in to Central @ 
Model Stores.  Alternatively, you can ring me on the phone number below. 

Lynn Howard 
07702 092278 or email modelstores@btconnect.com 

 

Love reading but you can’t 
get to your library 

The Home Library Service 
can bring BOOKS – CDs etc to your door for FREE 

Contact 
KINGSKERSWELL LIBRARY 

01803 873723 

Remember to visit the Abbotskerswell Parish 
website for all the latest news and events 

and previous copies of AbbTalk are all 
available there. 

 
www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 

mailto:modelstores@btconnect.com
http://www.abbotskerswell.org.uk/
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FEEL Relaxed, Happy, Radiant and 
Energised 

 
✓ Strengthen your immune system 

✓ Help with better sleep 
✓ Reduce stress levels 

✓ Ease your joints 
✓ Lift your energy 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

With Sue Mutlow EEM-CP, IIHHT 
www.positivestepsforgoodenergy.co.uk 

 
 
 

Tel: 01803 391628 / 0747 7921961 

Every Wednesday 
9.45 am to 10.45 am 

 

Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
 

Introductory class only £5 
4 classes £32 

Or £10 per individual class 
 

Please bring a yoga mat/towel and blanket 

Hello, I am Sue 

Eden Energy Medicine Practitioner, qualified March 2015. 

Reflexolgist and Reiki Healer working in and around Torbay 
since 2018. 

I completed a 2 year Foundation Course in Energy Medicine in 
Bristol and Dorking and completed my final test in person with 
Sarah Owen, renowned Aura Specialist. 

My journey into alternative health really began when I was 40, 
after leaving my secretarial background and training to be a 
nursery nurse I unfortunately became ill and was diagnosed 
with Chronic Fatigue. Reading “You Can Heal Your Life” by 
Louise Hay was literally a lifesaver for me and from then on I 
wanted to be a Reflexologist. When I was well again I completed 
my course in Reflexology in 2007 and I have never looked back. 

I can honestly say that Chronic Fatigue save my life. It made 
me see changes I needed to make in my life to become healthy 
once more and to live life to the full, which I do. 

Shortly after signing up for my Foundation Course in Energy 
Medicine I was diagnosed with an Autoimmune Thyroid. 
Thanks to finding Energy Medicine my results are now back to 
normal, much to the amazement of my GP. 

For me I am so grateful to have experienced such positive 
changes using natural exercises and I can therefore highly 
recommend them and look forward to teaching you how you 
can feel more energised, happy and healthy. 
 

Please refer to my website: 
www.positivestepsforgoodenergy.co.uk  for my Reflexology 
and Reiki information. 
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70’s THEMED SCARECROW COMPETITION ENTRY FORM 
 
 
 

The Village Hall Garden Show Committee invite all residents and businesses of 
Abbotskerswell to enter into a competition to find the Best Homemade Scarecrow in 
the village. 

The scarecrows can be made of any materials and need to be displayed either in your 
garden or window by  Friday 7th June for the summer. 

The scarecrows will be enjoyed by all the visitors to our village over the Open Gardens 
weekend on 8th and 9th June and then through the summer. 

The winner and runners up of the competition will be announced at the 40th Village Hall 
Garden Show on Saturday 27th July. 

 

NAME 
 
 
ADDRESS 

 

 

 

NAME OF SCARECROW 
 

 

 

 

Entry forms to be handed into Central @ Model Stores or 
contact Lynn Howard Mob No: 07702092278 

by  Sunday 2nd June 2019 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
Monday 25th March 2019 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

Present Cllr Mrs W Grierson, Cllr P Marino, Cllr C Ward, Cllr 
Mrs M Colclough, Cllr Mrs A Walkden, Cllr K Eales, Cllr Mrs L 
Clowes, Cllr Mrs A Allen, D Cllr D Smith, C Cllr A Dewhirst 
(from item 4). 
 

In Attendance – 4 members of the public, Mr Nick Taylor 
(Allotments).  
 

Apologies for Absence  
 

Declarations of interest  
Item 5a) Cllr Mrs L Clowes has declared an interest. 
 

1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Minutes of 
the Parish Council meeting Monday 25th February 
2019  – these have been distributed and read, one 
amendment Item 4a) Insert wording (Rule 6), 
Proposed by Cllr K Eales and seconded by Cllr P 
Marino with all in agreement and duly signed by the 
Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson. 
 

2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes)  
a) Planning Application for Woodlands, Stoneyhill – 2 

Parishioners were present in relation to this 
application, they have concerns over the use of the 
building in question and the fact that the plans and 
application submitted to TDC are very vague, this is a 
retrospective application as the structure which is 
very large is already in situ.  

  

3) Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District 
Council 

a) Application no 19/00328/FUL – Mr P Williams – 23 
Wilton Way – Two storey side extension and 
increase the size of the driveway – No objections 
from the Parish Council.  

b) Application no 18/01055/FUL – Mrs Frazier – 
Woodlands, Stoneyhill – Retention of educational 
building. The Parish Council will defer this 
application to April’s meeting. TDC will be asked to 
provide further information on this application and 
whether some evidence can be provided of the 
business use on site before the Parish Council can 
make any decision. 

c) Application no 19/00238/MAJ – Mr & Mrs Rew – 
Langford Bridge Farm – Hybrid planning application 
seeking full planning permission for park link road 
and vehicular access point to the site from 
Kingskerswell Road and Priory Road. Outline 
planning permission of residential led mixed use 
development comprising up to 450 dwellings.  Cllr 
Mrs M Colclough has confirmed that she has called 

this into committee today and is now awaiting 
confirmation of this. 

 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council. 
a) Grant of Tree Works within a Conservation Area – 

Application no 19/00136/CAN – Mr B Wordsworth – 
Town Farm – Fell one self sown laburnum and crown 
lift one beech to 2.8m above ground level. 

b) Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – 
Application no 19/00054/FUL – Mr P Barber – 
Coombe Cottage, Priory Road – Replacement garage. 

c) Variation of Condition of Grant of Planning Permission – 
Application no 18/02491/VAR – Mr J Urquhart – 
Marystowe, Priory Road – Variation of condition 5 on 
planning permission 15/02549 (conversion of 
outbuilding to ancillary accommodation) for holiday 
use. 

d) Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – 
Application no 19/00119/FUL – Mr & Mrs Moss – 10 
Manor Gardens – Single storey side/rear extension 
and enlarge dormers to rear. 

e) Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – 
Application no 18/01860/FUL – Mr S Hunt – Manor 
Farm Barns – Conversion of barns to dwelling and 
change of use of agricultural land to create domestic 
curtilage. 

f) Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – 
Application no 18/02416/FUL – Miss M Barber – Unit 
11 Henleys Business Park – Change of use from 
general industrial (use class B2) to hair salon (use 
class A1). 

 

4) Matters Arising 
a) NA3 update – Cllr Mrs W Grierson confirmed that the 

Planning enquiry starts tomorrow at TDC for 3 days.  
b) Housing needs survey – Cllr Mrs A Allen confirmed 

that this has now gone out in last months AbbTalk a 
reminder to go onto the website to remind 
Parishioners that they have got a few more days to 
complete or go online and complete this.   

c) Teignbridge Planning Website – Cllr K Eales has 
confirmed that he has registered a complaint regards 
the posting of documents on the planning portal as 
they are being posted by TDC in the wrong format 
which makes them unworkable. Cllr D Smith 
confirmed that this is currently being addressed at 
TDC and systems are in time going to be upgraded 
when finances allow. 

 

5) Correspondence  
a) Abbfest – Request for sponsorship – £100 Parish 

Council and £50 from ARA – all in agreement.  
 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated. 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written 

report attached to the minutes. 
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – nothing to report. 
c) Natural Environment  
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a. Tree Warden Report – Cllr Mrs A Walkden 
reported that the tree asset register has begun, 
the next assessment will be in the summer.  
Residents at Stoneyhill reported that trees 
were touching lines, they had been advised to 
contact BT & Western Power.  

b. Allotments Report – Mr Nick Taylor – many 
thanks to the Parish Council for organizing the 
flagstones in the gateway, this has been 
finished today. Brambles on the fence between 
the allotments and football field to be dealt 
with, the sum of £150 to be paid for by the 
Parish Council – all in agreement.  

d) Transport and Accessibility 
a. Emergency Planning Committee report – 

broken grit bin at Priory Road has been 
replaced.  

b. P3 Report – Footpath sign at Wood Lane to be 
fixed up.  

c. DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges – 
Flooding outside the Priory against the stone 
wall – D Cllr A Dewhirst confirmed that work 
will be done there to find the old buddlehole 
but permission will need to be granted by The 
Priory and this is being awaited but all is in 
hand.  

e) Economy and Employment – nothing to report.  
f) Community, Facilities and Assets 

a. Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – 
Lottery has turned down Phase 2 funding.  
Abbfest grant for £450 has been gratefully 
received.  Viridor has paid the grant money for 
Phase 1 which will start just after Easter.  

b. ROSPA Report – Kevin Farrelly has fixed the 
MUGA items. Fence around skatepark will be 
repaired but the skate equipment will need an 
overhaul at some point. Meeting on 
Wednesday night. Fireworks will be going 
ahead this year and with a date to be decided, 
school would like it on a Sat night.  

c. Village Hall Report – Cllr P Marino reported – 
Website shortly to be up and running. Building 
regs approval for kitchen within the next week.  

d. Consultations. 
Communications Committee Report. 

g) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 
meetings or Committees. 
a. TALC – nothing to report.  
b. Stoneycombe Liasion – Cllr C Ward reported 

attended a meeting last Wed, new site 
manager Richard Savage. A new sweeping 
contract for the road has been employed. 
Noise from blasting can be heard sometimes 
due to Air Pressure. Ash Dieback – an 
inspection has been carried out but none at 
present. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1690 = £20.00 – Ashburton Post Office (Stamps). 
Cheque no 1691 = £72.85 (vat £1.32) – British Gas (Parish 

Rooms Electric). 
Cheque no 1692 = £48.00 (vat £8.00) – Clystnet  (Web 

Support). 
Cheque no 1693 = £1173.60 (vat £195.60) – Bioscan (UK) Ltd  
Cheque no 1694 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick March 

2019). 
Cheque no 1695 = £43.62 – South West Water Business 

(Allotment/Pavilion). 
Cheque no 1696 = £197.26 – South West Water Business 

(Toilets). 
Cheque no 1697 = £43.49 (vat £4.43) – South West Water 

Business (Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1698 = £164.40 (vat £27.40) – Playsafety Limited 

(ROSPA report). 
Cheque no 1699 = £506.36 – Sharon Raggett (Wages March 

2019). 
Cheque no 1700 = £195.75 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning March 

2019). 
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1232 = £5.00 – Mrs Stacey (ARA Draw 

replacement cheque). 
Cheque no 1233 = £50.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1234 = £20.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1235 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1236 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1237 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1238 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance March 2019 = £10,614.68 
Village Events Account – £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance March 2019 = £37,752.79 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account).  
 

Proposed by Cllr  P Marino & seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen  
with all in agreement. 
 

8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council Meeting’s 
Agenda. 

9) ARA Draw March 2019. 
 

£50 – 135 – Mrs Allen – Treetops, Forde Close 
£20 – 25 – Miss E Goodman – Stawne, Vicarage Road 
£5 – 312 – Mr Scarr – 1 Grange View 
£5 – 119 – Mrs J Brook – 35 Wilton Way 
£5 – 679 – Mrs Read – Kestor, Priory Road  
£5 – 373 – Jane Taylor – 1 Abbotswell Cottage 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 
8.54pm 
Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms 
– Monday 29th April 2019 @ 7.30pm. 
 

ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS 
AND REQUIRES A COPY   OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO 
THEM – PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607 
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2019 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr K Eales  
kevin@eales.eu 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or marycolclough2@gmail.com 
Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 

31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 
01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

(Chairperson) Mrs W Grierson 
Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 
Cllr Mrs Liz Clowes 

Mote Cottage, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell 
01626 332092 or liz_taylor@live.co.uk  

Cllr Mrs Ann Allen 
Tree Tops, 1 Forde Close, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NN 

01626 330965 or annallen1000@gmail.com 
Cllr C Ward 

15 Laburnum Terrace, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PT 
07813030661 or craigjward@yahoo.co.uk 

Cllr Mrs Amy Walkden 
2 Berry Close, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5PH 

07787 135409 or amy.amy@me.com 
District Cllr D Smith 

Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 
County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 

Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 
Clerk: Sharon Raggett 

34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 
01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 

YOUR ABBTALK 

 

 
 

Are you receiving your AbbTalk regularly through 

your letterbox or do you have to go and pick one 

up from the shop, the pub or the café? 

In case anyone is missing their copies please get in 

touch so we can alert our lovely existing and new 

delivery girls and guys so you don’t miss out. 

Contact: annallen1000@gmail.com  
or 01626 330965 
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Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Hello everybody,  

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowling Club are looking for new players to join us. We have been a very successful club over 

the years and we would love that to carry on. 

Here is your chance to come down to the Village Hall and give this wonderful game a go yourself. Please bring all the 

family young and old, beginners or experienced, it’s a great chance to meet new friends and try out this wonderful 

game.  All we do ask is that you wear a pair of flat sole shoes or trainers. 

Have a cup of tea or coffee with biscuits and cake provided, plus a chance to win a bottle of wine in our free draw.                             

For more details please ring, or just turn up on the day. 

Regards Mark Webber 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Call Ray on 01803 875496   

or  Mark on 07759 472873 anytime. 

OPEN DAY 

  Sunday May 26th 

1pm til 4pm           

   At the Village Hall in Abbotskerswell with plenty of parking. 
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Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 
We’re off! 
 

As I write the first friendly fixture is about to be played at Two Mile Oak. Nick Watkin the new captain has selected a strong 
XI to take on Premier League Paignton as everyone looks for some early season form. Included is our newly arrived 
Australian overseas debutant James Williams. South African Charlie Dowling will be joining him very soon.  We wish them a 
great summer with us both on and off the field. In addition, we welcome other new recruits especially fresh signing Mark 
Gilmour from local rivals Barton. Mark is an outstanding all-rounder and a player that will add some more experience to 
our young first XI.  
 

The ground is looking fantastic. Chairman Paul Mitchell takes great pride in ensuring that pitches are of the highest quality 
but sadly for him he has been incapacitated of late. Nevertheless, he has overseen that all is going according to plan and 
he has had a willing lieutenant in Nick Sergeant (seen below) to whom the club is extremely grateful for the hours he has 
spent at the club in recent months. If you have been past the ground I am sure you will agree that Abbotskerswell Cricket 
Club looks the part in readiness for the 2019 season. 

The previous edition of AbbTalk showed the upgraded clubhouse which is an attractive venue for members and visitors. If 
you haven’t checked it out then get along and maybe you would consider hiring it for a family or social occasion. Do get in 
touch with club officials if interested.  

 
What’s on offer? 
 

The 1st XI will compete in the A Division of the Devon League and the 2nd Team in E Division West. The Sunday team will 
play some friendlies and there are 20 over evening cup competitions particularly in the first half of the season. There are 
also a few mid-week friendlies against touring sides later on in the year. The Colts competitions are played on various 
evenings throughout the season. 
 

Club training night run by coach and first team captain Nick Watkin takes place on Tuesdays from 6:00pm. The colts will 
have their sessions on Friday nights from 6:00pm. For the women there is Wine and Wickets soft ball cricket which will also 
run on Friday evenings between 6:00 and 7:00pm. Everyone is welcome to come along. If you want to know more contact 
our club officials – details below. 
 

Home league fixtures for May are as follows: 
 

Sat 4 May 1st XI v Ivybridge 12:30pm 
Sat 11 May 2nd XI v Bovey Tracey 3rds 1:30pm 
Sat 18 May 1st XI v Hatherleigh 12:30pm 
Sat 25 May 2nd XI v Ivybridge 1:30pm 
Sat 1 June 1st XI v Plympton 12:30pm 

 

The full fixture list is available on the fixture cards at the club or on the club website. Your support at the ground is always 
welcome and do try out the bar! 
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Car Boot sales 
 

By the time this issue has been delivered hopefully we will have had our first car boot sale of the season. There have been 
several enquiries already so we know there is a keen interest and we shall try to meet expectations. If you missed the 
Easter Monday event then there are further opportunities on the two May Bank Holidays Mondays 6 and 27 May from 
8am (7am for Sellers). For those who are regular attenders please note that we have moved our Sunday midday car boot 
sale from 30 June to 7 July due to a clash of events. 

Here is a typical English scene – village cricket played in pleasant surroundings and a convivial atmosphere, soaking up the 
summer sun (we can dream!) – and it is right on your doorstep at Two Mile Oak. So do come along and make yourself 
known to us. Get involved and support your local community club. 
 

For more information 
 

To follow what is happening at the club why not follow us on Facebook and Twitter or look at the club’s website 
www.abbotskerswellcc.com. You can follow the League results on the Devon Cricket League website. To discuss any 
matter relating to the cricket club please contact the Chairman Paul Mitchell (abbotsccchairman@gmail.com), Vice 
Chairman Richard Codd (abbotsarmy@gmail.com) or Secretary Steve Cooper (s.j.c.cooper@btinternet.com). For Colts 
matters the person to be in touch with is Geordie Catley (coltsabbotscc@gmail.com). For sponsorship or 100 club matters 
the main man is our Club Treasurer Keith Shakesheave (familyshake22@gmail.com). 

Andy Rose 
01626-351886 

ABBOTSKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, 
etc.,  

including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required 

One room all day ......................... £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ............ £45.00 
Two rooms all day  ...................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight .......... £90.00 
Use of bar ....................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour ............... £8.00 
Weddings fee ................................ £320.00 

+ includes lighting & heating 

Abboskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 
 

Free WiFi available 

Registered Charity No. 264508 

http://www.abbotskerswellcc.com
mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsarmy@gmail.com
mailto:s.j.c.cooper@btinternet.com
mailto:coltsabbotscc@gmail.com
mailto:familyshake22@gmail.com
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Are you a pet owner who feels stressed seeing a different vet every time? 

Or are you a pet owner that feels like your vet does not understand your needs? 
 

YOU WILL RECEIVE THE ONLY PERSONALISED CUSTOMER VET SERVICE IN UK! 
 

You will not be stuck in a waiting room full of people. 

You will not be rushed in any way. 

Your concerns will be addressed with no judgement and prejudice. 

 

My name is Dr Lennon Foo. I qualified from the Royal Veterinary College, London. I have 

worked in four different vet practices in Devon. In those vet practices, they were too 

clinical and not personable. I felt we did not focus enough on you, the pet owner. Hence, 

Amity was created. A place where we are passionate about pets AND YOU! 

 

Our satisfied customers come from Brixham, Totnes, Paignton, Torquay, Bovey Tracey, 

Newton Abbot, Teign Valley, Bucklands and Kingsteignton. Where do you come from? Read 

their reviews here http://amityvets.com/reviews/. 

 

We are the ONLY VETS IN UK whose customers have a Personal Care Nurse,  

because we are mad about both your pets and you! 

For your peace of mind, our membership comes with a guarantee. Should you be  

dissatisfied within 6 months of joining us, we will refund the membership fee*.  

(Terms and conditions apply) 

 

 

So, wait no longer, CALL US NOW ON 01626 247888 to make 

your first appointment with us! We are currently taking 

registrations but membership spaces are limited so TAKE 

ACTION NOW! 

 

http://amityvets.com/reviews/
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Mona and Karel M, Exmouth: 

 “Being able to ring up and talk to someone, 
and also the 24 hour care…that is wonderful” 

Charlotte M, NHS worker, Shaldon: 

“If you really care about your animal, 
and you want a holistic approach to 
how they fit into your family, then I 

think Amity is a perfect place for you to 
come. The team are really 

knowledgeable and friendly and really 
helpful. We’ve got no regrets coming 

over, and we are here to stay.” 

Katy T, Animal rescuer, Kingskerswell: 

“If your animals are as important to you 
as they are to me, this is definitely the 

place you want, it’s somewhere you can 
trust and all the staff are lovely and make 

you feel so comfortable here”. 

Faye B, Ipplepen: 

"The complexities are dealt with in 
such a professional, calm and clear 

manner, that's clearly changed my life 
as well as Stan's. And Stan's a happy 

dog. If I’ve got a happy dog, I’m a 
happy human!". 

Shimara K, Therapist, South Brent: 

"A trueVet. A real Vet. A kind, loving, heart
-centered Vet. And the staff are amazing." 

Carol J, Nurse, Bishopsteignton: 

“The team are absolutely wonderful… 
I wouldn’t go anywhere else.” 
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The number of first-time buyers in the UK reached a 10-year high of 359,000 in 2017 thanks to a raft of 
supportive Government initiatives last year – from cuts to stamp duty and progressive policies like Help to 
Buy and Right to Buy – helping more people get a foot on the housing ladder for the very first time. 
 

However, the national average age and salary of first-time buyers remain high –30 years’ old with a household income of £41,000 –
demonstrating how challenging it still is for many younger or less ‘cash-rich’ buyers to make their homeowning dream a reality. 

Saving up for a sizeable deposit remains the biggest hurdle for most first-time buyers. However, even after they have, an 
increasing number are then finding it difficult to get a mortgage from traditional lenders because of their limited credit profiles and 
the overly stringent mortgage affordability assessments that many popular lenders still rely on. 

So, to help anyone who’s dreaming of owning their first home but isn’t sure how best to go about it, we’ve put together a list of  
tips to help reduce the stress of applying for a mortgage, while ensuring that you are in the best possible position for your application 
to be approved. 
 

Speak to a broker 
Talking to a mortgage broker is a great way to help you understand the full range of mortgage products available to you that match 
your personal circumstances and home buying ambitions. Unfortunately, many of the lower interest rate mortgage products offered 
by the high street banks are only available for applicants with much larger deposits, which might not be realistic for you. 

If this is the case, your broker will be able to suggest alternative lenders who can help, even if you have a smaller deposit, while 
assisting you through the approvals process. 
 

Ask your family for help 
In addition to personal savings, most deposits used by first-time buyers in the UK today are bolstered by cash gifts or equity from 
family members (i.e. the Bank of Mum and Dad). 

If you’re struggling to save a big enough deposit for your home, consider asking a family member to help you get on the housing 
ladder quicker, either by releasing equity in their own property or providing a cash gift to give your deposit a much-needed boost. 

If required, this can be done through a second charge loan which effectively sits behind their “first charge” home loan and allows 
them to use the equity in their home as security for yours. 
 

Consider Government support 
Depending on your personal circumstances, you may be eligible for one of the Government’s homebuying schemes such as Right to 
Buy or Shared Ownership to help you get a foot on the ladder sooner, with a lower deposit. For example, through the Shared 
Ownership Scheme, you can buy a share of your home now with a much smaller deposit (with the rest being owned by a housing 
association), before gradually increasing your share of the property when you have more funds available. 

Unfortunately, some lenders don’t offer mortgages linked to Government-backed schemes, so it’s worth going to one of the 
specialist lenders, who are generally more flexible. 
 

There are no ‘silly’ questions 
Having never been through the house buying or mortgage application process before, it’s natural that first-time buyers will need more 
support and guidance than more experienced property purchasers. So, don’t be afraid to ask questions of your broker, solicitor, 
lender, friends and family if anything at all is unclear. This is one of the biggest loans you’re ever going to take out in your life, so you 
need to make sure you fully understand what you’re signing up to before committing. 
 

Don’t underestimate the costs 
In 2017, the Government took the major step of scrapping Stamp Duty for first time buyers on properties up to £300,000 in value 
(£500,000 in London). While this should have made purchasing your first home considerably cheaper, many sellers used this as an 
opportunity to increase the prices of their properties in line with the reduction in Stamp Duty, so many first-time buyers are not 
seeing the intended benefit. 

Therefore, careful cost control is essential before, during and after the homebuying process. Because, in addition to your deposit, 
you also need extra cash to cover solicitor and estate agent fees, property surveys, searches and removal costs, while also keeping a 
little in reserve to cover unforeseen circumstances and furniture for your new pad. 
 

A limited credit history doesn’t necessarily need to hold you back 
As a first-time buyer busy saving up for a deposit, you may have a limited credit history or even a few red flags against your name, 
which could result in you having a low credit score. This can complicate your mortgage application, especially with the mainstream 
banks which are dependent on automated lending decisions and don’t generally lend to people in this situation. 

As such, it’s worth checking your credit score in advance of a mortgage application through a company like Experian, to see 
whether you might come up against such problems. Even if your credit score is not as strong as you’d like, that doesn’t mean you 
won’t get a mortgage, as specialist lenders take more of a common sense approach to lending, looking beyond your credit score at 
your individual personal circumstances. 
 

I hope you found the above information useful and informative. If you would like to discuss your own situation in more detail , 
please do get in touch by telephoning David Hedge on 01626 360654. 

PLEASE NOTE: YOUR HOME MAY BE REPOSSESSED IF YOU DO NOT KEEP UP REPAYMENTS ON YOUR MORTGAGE. 

Email; ifa@hedgelands.com, web: www.hedgelands.com 
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Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 
 

The beetles were not part of the repast on Saturday the 13th April, instead, we had a lovely lamb moussaka with salad and 
bread (veggie option of course for those that requested it). But we did have fun with beetles in an unexpectedly hilarious 
beetle drive run by Andy and Celia Rose. 
 

It was enormous fun, and the twinners that attended enjoyed a very pleasant evening. 

Another photo from the AbbPast archives, towards the square 
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ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. Visit and 
host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet for a Social 
evening and supper. Middle of each month usually in Church House. 
Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact Marilyn 
Whitefoot 01626 361275 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Speakers on historical topics both local and further afield.  Contact: 
Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible lighting 
available to book. Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Thursday evenings from 7pm–
8pm. We would love to welcome some new members. You do not have to be 
musical – just be able to count to six! Contact Liz Smyth-Osbourne on 368400 or 
just come along to the church on Thursday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every Wednesday from 
7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs who is interested in the 
possibility of joining is welcome to come along preferably after contacting 
the Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and 
late May/early June. Contact: Nicola Smith 01626 332258 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation Area 
court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 2 Devon League sides 
on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly sides, with 
training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for boys and girls 
from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams 
from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 
07778-017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. We 
have working layouts in OO and N scale where members can run 
their own models. Refreshments available. Contact John Whitehead 
on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the Flood 
Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or sandbags to 
protect your property, then please contact Dave on: 01626 355541 or 
07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
1st Monday of the month 8.00pm in the Parish Rooms. Contact 
Sylvia Hallett on 01626 365411 

Abbotskerswell Knit & Natter Group 

Meet alternate Mondays in the Parish Rooms. Contact: Ann Allen on: 
01626 330965 

 

Parish Rooms—Free WiFi available 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  01803 614567 / Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–08:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES—SHOP & POST OFFICE 

Tel: 01626 333387 

Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626 361101 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

British Telecom Faults                  151 

Electricity Western Power 08456 012989 

Gas 0800   317960 

Water 0800   378937 

Street Lighting 0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council     01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council 01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden 01626 351378 

Dog Warden 01626 215881 

Crimestoppers 0800   555111 

Samaritans 01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital 01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital 01626 324500 

RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line 01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line 01626 833664 

National Express Coach 08705 808080 

Rail Information 08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter 01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth 01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre 01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema 08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre 01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn 01803 812717 

Locksmith 01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956

 (Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line 03444 111 444
 (Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College     01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School    01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your house 

name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

Mobile Library Van 2019 (Monday unless stated) 
 Abbotshill car park: 09.45–10.05 

 AK Village Centre: 10.15–11.00 

 The Priory: 11.05–11.50 

Feb 11th / Mar 11th / Apl 8th / May 10th (Fri) / Jun 3rd 

 

 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

