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Abbotskerswell Singers 
Christmas Concert 2018 

Conductor Nicola Smith 

Audience participation 
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 Dear Reader 

This year we  are sadly saying farewell to our AbbTalk Chairman, 
Kevin Eales as he and his wife Sandra move to new pastures. Kevin 
was a major force in restarting AbbTalk after a number of years gap 
and helping to keep it an informative and relevant part of the 
village. I also have a personal thank you to Kevin for recruiting me 
as editor, a job I’m enjoying immensely. He will be greatly missed 
and we wish him and Sandra all the very best for the future. 

This issue has some great photos of the Christmas lights that 
appeared over the festive period. Well done to everyone who 
made the village look sparkling! 

As we start the new year I am wondering if we will have 
snow photos like 2018. Who knows, but do keep sending your 
photos in as we will always try and use them if we can. 

Ann Allen, AbbTalk Editor 
annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 
This month’s cover is a ‘Flavour of Abbotskerswell’ 

Next deadline for March 2019 issue 
Advertisements and Articles – February 15th 
Next delivery date – 2nd & 3rd March 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Zoe Truman Secretary (zoe_truman@hotmail.com ) 

Lynn Howard Treasurer (modelstores@btconnect.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Picture Editor (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Richard Whiffin  Church Representative 
 (richardwhiffin@hotmail.com ) 

Diary Dates for February 2019 
AbbPast  ........................................... 11th .......... page 8 
Knit and Natter ................................... 4th / 18th 

    Save the Date for March & April 2019 

School PTFA Wild Night Run ............ 4th Mar .... page 10/21 
Davis Lindlay Mullen Concert ........... 20th Apl ... page 11 

Monthly Rainfall Totals 
 

December was the exception last year – no extremes, mostly 
mild with only just above average rainfall.  
 

2018 was pretty unusual in recent years as you will see from 
the figures below.  Despite the hot summer with long dry 
periods, the year as a whole was wetter than average, only 
second to 2012.  This was accounted for by very wet months, 
notably March (which included two very unusually heavy 
snowfalls) and November, and when it did rain in the summer, 
it was for short periods but heavy, like the Abbfest weekend! 

There is a box in St Mary’s 
Church  for the collection 

of non-perishable 
foodstuff for the 

Teignbridge Foodbank.  
All donations are gratefully received and 

the box is emptied regularly.  
Thank you. 

Rainfall 
Monthly Totals—2018  

Average  
rainfall for  

Abbotskerswell 
2012‒2018 

Average  
rainfall for  

Teignmouth 
1981‒2010 

 mm ins mm ins mm ins 

Jan 137.0 5.39 147.9  5.82  95.2 3.75 
Feb 51.0 2.01 78.0  3.07  71.8 2.83 

Mar 238.0 9.37 98.5  3.88  69.4 2.73 

Apl 127.0 5.00 78.1  3.07  58.4 2.30 

May 35.0 1.38  66.9  2.63  58.8 2.31 

June 2.00 0.08  70.9  2.80  50.5 1.99 

July 68.0 2.68 60.0  2.36  45.5 1.79 

Aug 71.0 2.80 94.4  3.72  54.1 2.13 

Sept 72.0 2.83 64.3  2.53  57.5 2.26 

Oct 68.0 2.68 120.4  4.74  94.3 3.71 

Nov 211.0 9.31 130.6  5.14  89.1 3.51 

Dec 177.0 6.97 141.4  5.57  102.9 4.04 

Year 1257.0  49.50  1151.2  45.32  847.5 33.37 

Total mm ins Total mm ins  

2012 1573.0  61.93 2016 931.0  36.65   

2013 1135.5  44.70 2017 872.0  34.33   
2014 1230.0  48.43 2018 1257.0  49.50   
2015 1060.0  41.73     

Annual Rainfall Statistics kindly supplied by David Munden 

 

Love reading but you can’t 
get to your library 

The Home Library Service 
can bring BOOKS – CDs etc to your door for FREE 

Contact 
KINGSKERSWELL LIBRARY 

01803 873723 

An Afternoon with Ann Widdecombe  
The Friends of Kingskerswell Library are pleased to host 
Ann Widdecombe at the library on 4th April 2019 at 3pm. 
She will be giving a talk followed by a book signing between 
3pm and 5pm and refreshments will be available. This 
should prove to be an entertaining afternoon as Ann is a 
renowned public figure with many tales to tell. Tickets are 
for sale at the library, subject to availability at only £4.00, 
so advance booking is recommended. All proceeds will go 
to the library in order to maintain and improve the service 
to the local community.  

Library Tel. No: 01803 873723  

CHURCH ORGAN 
 

In the autumn we were greeted with an organ breakdown and on further 
investigation found the required parts were no longer available. The Friends 
of St Mary’s kindly offered to fund a replacement organ which was installed 
just in time for the AK Singers Christmas Concert and the Christmas services. 
We are very grateful for the generosity of the Friends and their timely help. 
 

To join the Friends of St Mary’s please contact Bryan Wordsworth at Town 
Farm (tel: 01626 352279) 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com
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11am start for main Sunday Services 
Please see Current pattern of Worship for full details 

*********** 

“Fifty Shades Of Grey” 
 

Things are not either black or white. God is not either 
omnipotent or helpless. God is both and very much more. 

We are between Christmas and Easter now. The all 
powerful God became a vulnerable dependant baby and 
then the Messiah was Crucified! The nostalgia industry puts 
a baby in a manger – ah- and leaves him there until next 
Christmas. Jesus grew up and so must we. 

In our initial explorations of religion or spirituality we are 
looking for safety and certainty and some people stay on 
that level. They get very upset and cross if anyone 
challenges their literal beliefs. Yet how are we to grow if we 
do not explore further and learn to live with paradox? 

Those very unlike ourselves may have a great deal to teach 
us. It is always worth listening. A tiny baby has to demand 
what it needs – loudly! A growing child begins to see the 
needs of others too. In Luke 2 we are told, twice, that Jesus 
“grew in wisdom and stature”. We too should grow in 
wisdom as well as size. People do not like to be told to 
“grow up”, but it is alright to speak of “self development” – 
the same thing! There are many books and therapies now 
and schools have mindfulness training. There is a big BBC 
website on personal development. 

This is not a new concept. Jesus promises huge changes if we 
listen. First you are accepted as you are, then you develop 
your full potential – and as you make mistakes on the way 
are totally forgiven. We are never all good or all bad, but we 
can move towards the Good if we wish and help is to be 
found by learning, thankfulness, prayer and praise. 

Pat Heath      
 

Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful 
cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good time is had 
by all.  

Thurs 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 
 Contact: Liz Smyth-Osbourne 01626 368400 
 lizsmytho@hotmail.co.uk 

Revd John Leonard 

The Parochial Church Council (PCC) are closely involved in 
the future plans for the parish of Abbotskerswell after John 
Leonard retired at the end of June. If you have any 
questions or concerns, please contact Pam Wakeham  (Tel: 
07526 873006) or Bryan Wordsworth  (Tel: 01626 352279). 
We intend to maintain the current pattern of worship 

during the interregnum. 

 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly 
by church members. We will continue to do all that we can 
to meet the needs of others, during the time of being 
without a dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in 
people’s homes do so with the authority and support of the 
parish church and will pass to the clergy any need for 
additional spiritual support.  

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own 
support, then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church 
Warden (07526 470080 ) or Pat Heath (01626 369416). 
 

Sunday Lunch  

1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church House 

For over ten years a roast lunch has been served in Church 
House on the first Sunday of each month. It is enjoyed by 
people for whom Sunday otherwise tends to be a rather 
quiet day. The suggested donation is £6. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact 
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 
 

Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  
We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 

 

1st Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Eucharist (Book of Common Prayer – BCP) 
A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

 

Priest:  To be appointed  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
Deputy Church Warden Richard Whiffin Tel: 01626 365626  

Please note our website:  www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church 

http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk
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9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 
An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

3rd Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

4th Sunday of the Month 

11am  Parish Praise 
A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

6pm (BST) Choral Evensong (BCP) 

A non-communion sung service of the word, lasting about 
an hour. 

5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

10am  Eucharist (CW) at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 11am.) There are a number of occasional 
services throughout the year which are advertised at Church 
House, on our website and in AbbTalk. 

The Church moves forward 
 

The Church moves forward?  Well, life is full of surprises, and your Parochial Church Council  (PCC) wants to 
explain a proposal now being put forward by the Diocese. The Parishioners as a whole have always strongly 
supported their church, which has stood at the centre of the village in one form or another for close on 1000 
years, and continues to give this support in many ways. It is right that they should be informed, and engaged 
with any administrative changes proposed. 
 

The background is that after Peter Fairbrother retired as our last full time Vicar in 1988, we were served by a 
series of Priests in Charge who divided their time between Abbotskerswell and other work. David Stanton, 
now Archdeacon and sub Dean at Westminster Abbey, Jeremy Ive, Priscilla White, and then Gill Still as 
Associate Minister to John Leonard, the Vicar of Kingskerswell with Coffinswell. We had  battled to keep a 
priest and a vicarage in the village, and succeeded until Gill moved on, when we lost our vicarage and John 
Leonard became our Priest in Charge. He retired last June.  
 

It is now proposed that we join Kingskerswell and Coffinswell in a united benefice, which would result in a 
Vicar being appointed with full responsibility for the three parishes.  Your PCC believes that this arrangement 
is in the best interests of Abotskerswell to give us security in the future, and supports the proposal. We will 
retain our independence as a parish with our own PCC. The same idea was put forward some years ago, but it 
was opposed at the time by Kingskerswell and no action was then taken. 
 

There is now a period of public consultation about the proposal until 11th February, and full details are 
displayed on a notice in the church porch. It is possible for anyone in the parish to give notice of objection, 
with reasons, to the Church Commissioners in London as explained in the notice. If you have any doubts 
about the proposal and would like to talk about them to any member of your PCC, they would be happy to 
see you. Pam Wakeham, the churchwarden, Pat Heath at 44 Wilton Way and Bryan Wordsworth at Town 
Farm are among the members.  
 

It is hoped that John Leonard’s successor will be in place by the summer, and, if the proposal goes ahead he 
or she will then be appointed as Vicar of the three parishes. 
 

Abbotskerswell Parochial Church Council. 

Norman Colclough sadly passed away peacefully at home on 2nd January 2019 aged 80 years. 
Beloved husband of Mary and father to John and Suzanne. 

Norman was active in the parish for many years including involvement with the ARA. Bryan Wordsworth has a 
particular memory of Norman “It was 25 years ago that the Parish Church roof needed renewal, and it was Norman 
Colclough who came forward and offered to lead the necessary fund raising.  He was so successful, and villagers were 
so generous, that in 6 months £25,000.00 had been raised which was enough to renew the roof and set up a fabric 
fund, which was badly needed.  It is appropriate at this time to remember Norman’s initiative and his part in helping to 
ensure that the village church was kept in good repair.” 
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Coming soon…        
   
Are there people in the village unable to rent or buy a home? Have people had to move away 

from the village to find an affordable home? 

  
The Parish Council needs to update the information on housing need in the parish as well as 

canvassing the opinions of local residents. 

  

The best way to identify the exact requirements is to carry out a Parish Housing Needs Survey. 

  
In Abbotskerswell we will be posting a survey form to every home in the parish. Surveys will also 

be available to complete online at: 

 

www.surveymonkey.co.uk/r/23JN66N 

  
It is really important that as many households as possible complete and return the form so that the 

Parish Council can be given as comprehensive picture as possible of housing need. The figures 

obtained will help them to plan for the future and ensure that the correct number and size of 

homes are built in the parish for local people. 

  
The survey is being administered by the Rural Housing Enabler at Devon Communities Together, 

which is an independent organisation. They will process the information and all personal details 

will remain confidential. No individual will be able to be identified from the survey report. 

  

If you know someone who has moved from Abbotskerswell because they cannot afford 
accommodation then they can also complete the form. Extra forms can be obtained from Janice 

Alexander at Devon Communities Together on 01392 248919 Ext 7122 or email 

janice@devoncommunities.org.uk. Anyone needing any help with the form should also contact 

Janice for assistance. 

If you believe you are in need of affordable housing, you should register with Devon Home Choice 

at www.devonhomechoice.com. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
As you can see from the above, Abbotskerswell Parish Council are conducting a Housing Needs Survey for the parish. 
The survey document will be inside the March issue of AbbTalk and also available to complete on line for those who 
prefer to do so. The closing date for completion will be 31st March 2019. 
 
Please take the time to read the documents carefully and consider your housing situation. This information is valuable 
for future planning. 
 
Thank you. 

 

mailto:janice@devoncommunities.org.uk
http://www.devonhomechoice.com
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WILTON WAY, ABBOTSKERSWELL 
 

Welcome to our beautiful 17th century village Inn, 
with traditional values & a friendly, relaxed 

atmosphere. 
 

We can cater for private dining, parties, wedding 
receptions and business meetings.   

 

We also specialise in outside bars & catering. 
 

Lunchtime Specials are served Monday to Friday, 
two meals for £13. 

 

Sunday Roast Dinners are freshly prepared and 
served all day.  Sunday Prize Draw starts at 5pm. 

 

Takeaway Menu also available. 
 

01626 361866/ info@courtfarminn.com / 
www.courtfarminn.com 

Bars are open all day every day 
 

Food service Monday to Wednesday 
lunchtimes and evenings 

 

Food service Thursday to Sunday All day 

mailto:info@courtfarminn.com
http://www.courtfarminn.com


 

8 

AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 

Book No5 Launch 
The launch of fifth volume of our Abbotskerswell Village History Series took place on 9th 
December at the Model Stores, and a successful launch it was too with over 60 of our 
publications given to villagers. 5. The Era of World War 2 describes the difficult years in the 
village from 1939 to 1959 and tells the story of both life in the village and of the servicemen and 
women during the war. It goes on to focus on life for villagers during the years afterwards during 
austerity, rationing and National Service. We drew on the vivid recollections of people who lived 
through the times in Abbotskerswell. In fact the account of one man’s National Service brought 
his son from Winchester to collect the publication. 

The book, and many of our earlier volumes are available, free of charge, in the Model Stores and 
the Orchard Café. 

AbbPast Extras 

Continuing our unpublished research material, this month we are focusing on what we learn of life in the village by 
studying the burial records from our village church; Part 1 The 19th Century.  

The Burial Register for the period 1813 to 1919 is on microfiche in the Devon Heritage Centre in Exeter. It tells a great deal 

about life expectancy in the village at that time; here are the percentages of burials by age group in the 19th century part 

of the Register. 

 

The most striking feature is the rate of child mortality, with 25% burials being under 10s; the detail in the register shows 
some sad examples. On 28 November 1824 three week old Ann Harris Edgecombe was buried, but an event on 16 
November that year highlighted another problem as on that day 21 year old Ann Edgecombe had been buried; the birth 
had killed the mother and sadly her daughter did not survive either. On 14 April 1814 four year old Thomas Creed was 
buried; he was the son of perhaps the most prestigious family in Abbotskerswell at that time. On 22 August Elizabeth Mary 
Taylor was buried, she was just three days old. 

It is interesting that 32% of burials were of people older than 71; the oldest person being Susanna Steer who was 98 years 

old when buried in 1821. The burial in 1845 of George Coysh is an interesting one as his place of death is given as The 

Newton Union, the dreaded workhouse. In 1874 there is another reference to the Union Workhouse when 96 year old 

William Minto was buried.  

Our next Monthly Meeting is on 

 Monday 11th February at 7.30pm in Church House 

"The Clifford Family and Ugbrooke House" 

Helen Turnbull was Archivist at Ugbrooke House,  
so this promises to be an interesting and informative talk 

Age 0-10 11-20 21-30 31-40 41-50 51-60 61-70 71+ 

% 25.1 4.5 5.4 5.4 5.4 7.9 14.3 32 

ABBOTSKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, 
etc.,  

including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required 

One room all day ......................... £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ............ £45.00 
Two rooms all day  ...................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight .......... £90.00 
Use of bar ....................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour............... £8.00 
Weddings fee ................................ £320.00 

+ includes lighting & heating 

Abboskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 
 

Free WiFi available 

Registered Charity No. 264508 
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South Devon Model Railway Society Christmas event held at their 
clubroom in Church House. After the usual photo quiz members tucked 
into refreshments. This year, for the first time, we held a competition 
for club members and their models. There were seven entries and the 
winner was Shane Tozer for his model of a row of terraced houses on 
the clubs OO layout. The competition prize is the original John Brand 
Trophy presented by Society president John Brand. 

 

Members tackle the photo quiz 
 

Shane Tozer’s winning model of terraced houses  
 

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Shane Tozer, left, receives his trophy  
from Society president John Brand 
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The Park Puppy—a story by Pam Wakeham 
 

The man in the expensive dark suit and even more expensive overcoat, strolled aimlessly along the path in the park. Simon 
was a very successful barrister but due to retire on Friday, with nothing to do until then. He reached a bench and sat down, 
then heard a whimpering sound. He looked around and saw nothing. But there it was again, it came from under the bench. 
He looked down through the bars, he could see an animal and what looked like blood and his life changed forever.  

Without a thought he knelt down and peered under. A small dog cowered in the corner, covered in cuts and bruises, 
it’s face so badly swollen he could only see out of one eye and that one was terrified. Simon reached under and gently pulled 
it forward. He had never had anything to do with animals but this one needed a vet. He held him against his chest and the 
dog pushed his battered head under Simon’s chin, seeking some small vestige of comfort. 

Simon headed back to the car, he laid the dog in the passenger foot well, went round, jumped in and started the 
engine and heater. He then noticed his hands on the steering wheel were covered in blood. He looked at the little dog now 
shaking like a leaf and put the car in gear. He passed a vet’s every day and was soon there. Carrying the poor battered 
creature in, the receptionist raised her eyebrows and queried “car accident?” “Don’t know” Simon replied “I found him 
under a park bench”. Within a couple of minutes the patient was on the table. The receptionist had a bowl of warm 
disinfectant water ready. The little dog kept inching towards Simon’s hand on the table. “I don’t know anything about 
animals” he said. “Well I think you are going to now” the vet replied, as a tongue licked his fingers. “I’m Ruth by the way. 
This is the second one we’ve had like this” said the vet. “The yobs buy them in the pet shop and then use them for footballs. 
I doubt the swollen eye can be saved and he’s got no micro chip so I reckon he’s all yours if you want him”. “Oh yes!” said 
Simon, “I’ll call him Benny”. Benny! Where on earth had that come from. He felt somewhat bewildered, as though he had 
walked through a door into a different world, which of course he had.  

He visited Benny every day and Ruth went with him to buy two leads, food and water bowls, three nice coats and 
scores of tins and packets of dog food (just in case he didn’t like some kinds). On Saturday Benny jumped into the BMW as 
though he had done it forever. Ruth promised to come round and check things out now and then, which gradually turned 
into every day. Both Simon and Benny liked that, in fact they liked it very much. He took Benny for walks and found people 
spoke to him, asked about Benny’s injuries and Simon found another world he didn’t know existed. They came back one day 
and noticed Ruth weeding the flower bed by the house. Simon let Benny off the lead and he shot off down the drive, yelping 
happily, for Ruth was his favourite lady. She bent over, held her arms out and Benny leapt into them quivering with delight. 
She whirled him around then facing Simon a very smug expression came over Benny’s face. Simon still stood beaming at the 
two of them and he suddenly knew that without a shadow of a doubt he wanted this lady in his life, permanently! And so it was. 

Would you like a few days in France? 
Abbotskerswell Twinning Association are travelling to visit our twin villages in Normandy in May. We may have a few 
seats available on our coach and we are wondering if any villagers would like to join the cross-channel trip. 
Our coach will leave Abbotskerswell early morning on Thursday 30th May making our way to Poole for the ferry crossing 
to Cherbourg returning late on Sunday 2nd June. You could spend a few days in the Continental port of Cherbourg for 
shopping, etc – you would need to arrange your own accommodation in Cherbourg. Our coach would drop you off at 
Cherbourg and collect you at the ferry terminal on the Sunday afternoon. The cost of the coach and ferry works out at 
around £100 per person. Interested? We need to know as soon as possible. Please contact our chairman Julie Arrow 
on 01626 356877, or secretary Sandra Eales on 01626 331947. 

Abbotskerswell Primary School PTFA 
 

The school has asked the PTFA to help them raise funds towards overhauling the 
children’s play area.  Obviously this is a big project so we need a big fundraiser to make it happen. 
 

So it’s: 

The idea is that lots of us get involved and each raise a little bit of money.  We’re a friendly bunch, so 
if you fancy giving your running a purpose, then please come along and join us on 2nd March!  You’ll 
be made very welcome and you’ll have a giggle too! 

If you’re interested please email abbotskerswellptfa@gmail.com for details of the team and how to register. 
 

We hope you’ll join in the fun and make this another amazing village event! 
 

PTFA 
United, devoted, for our children 

You’ll find an 

Entry Form on 

page 21 

tel:01626%20356877
tel:01626%20331947
mailto:abbotskerswellptfa@gmail.com
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Davis Lindley Mullan 
+ 

Mutter & Clive 

Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Saturday 20th April 2019 

Tickets £10 from Mike Webb. 01626 363640 
mikewebb1420@btinternet.com 

Doors open 7.00pm 
Licensed Bar 

D J Dave 

DLM are Andrew Cresswell Davis guitar, ukelele and 
vocals, Clare Lindley violin, guitar, ukelele and vocals 

and Brian Mullan cello and vocals. They employ a 
number of styles in their repertoire reflecting a desire 
to entertain audiences of all ages and musical tastes. 

A typical DLM set list will contain original material 
and a few carefully chosen covers by Steve Earle,  

Guy Clark, Bob Dylan, Lennon and McCartney,  
Bessie Smith and Blue Nile. 

Mutter Slater accompanied by Clive Ashley on 
saxophone will be offering RnB. 

mailto:mikewebb1420@btinternet.com
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Cleaner Ovens 
Established in 2003 

Office: 
01626 363748 

Let us put the sparkle back into your Oven 
Prices from £45.00 

Telephone 

Chris Hallwood 

Freephone: 0800 5838463  Mobile: 07966 613160 

TO ADVERTISE email: annallen1000@gmail.com—When contacting advertisers please mention AbbTalk 

 
Design, Supply & Fit.  

Bedrooms. 
Bespoke Furniture. 
Worktop Changes. 

01626 206121 
07879 416504 

richard.heyward@hotmail.com 

 
28 Years Joinery, Kitchen Design, 
Manufacture & Fitting Experience 

 

TOLCHARDS 
ELECTRICAL SOLUTIONS 

 

ALL ELECTRICAL WORK UNDERTAKEN 

SAM TOLCHARD 
FULLY QUALIFIED ELECTRICIAN 

 

DOMESTIC | INDUSTRIAL | COMMERCIAL 

tolchardselectrical@gmail.com  
07368508127 

CARER / PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
                                               

 
Experienced with dementia, disabilities,  

elderly care, post-hospital support.  

Friendly, empathetic, reliable,  

calm and caring – seeking more hours locally.  

 

References are available from  

an Abbotskerswell resident. 

 
Call Rahima 07501 639298 

http://www.rhkitchens.com
mailto:richardheyward@hotmail.com
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PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 
07791 972585 

rharmer136@gmail.com 

Facebook: @RHarmerpandd 

 

 

Ladies, Gents & Children’s Hairdressing  

 

 

for an appointment call Abbotskerswell 361600 
 

HAIR Cair 
The Salon in the Village 

Kitchen Companion 
Helping men prepare the sort of food  

they really enjoy. 

Discover the pleasure of cooking  

in your own kitchen with the friendly 

support of an experienced cook.   

 A new hobby with delicious results!   

If you want to find out more or have an 

informal chat, with no obligations, 

 contact  

Fin Heath 

01803 812849,  07728 730275,    
fin.heath@hotmail.co.uk 
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2019 has started in fine song for Abbotskerswell based 4-part 
harmony choir, the Chordettes.  
 

Having received an invitation from Radio Devon’s Michael 
Chequer to appear live on his show on 2nd January 2019, a group 
of twelve choir members headed down to the BBC’s Plymouth 
studio to sing a few songs and talk about harmony singing. Led by 
their Musical Director, Sue Baxter, the Chordettes performed 3 
songs and chatted with Michael Chequer for over an hour about 
the benefits of singing in a group, along with the fun and 
friendships that are made through being part of a choir.  

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Sue explained to Michael that many women are told they can’t sing when 
they are at school, but often this is because they haven’t found the voice 
part that suits them.  
“The four-part harmonies that the Chordettes sing are arranged for female 
voices, meaning that there are very low bass parts and high female tenor 
parts as well as those for the mid-range. So, whatever you sing, there is a 
place for you with us” said Sue.  
 

Michael was interested to hear about the varied backgrounds and interests 
of choir members and was really impressed to see how friendly everyone is. 
He said, “From the moment you arrived here at the BBC reception area I 
could tell how friendly and happy you all are together”. Members explained 
to him that whilst they take the singing seriously, the friendships and having 
fun together are just as important aspects to being a part of the Chordettes. 
 

To listen to the Chordettes singing live on the Michael Chequer show visit:  
https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06tmdbp  

 

The Chordettes are running a session of 4 free workshops starting on 16th January at 7pm in Abbotskerswell Village Hall to 
encourage more ladies to come along and find their voice. Any ladies who are interested can contact them via 
singchordettes@gmail.com or call Sue on 07926 674096. 
 

The Chordettes is a ladies 4-part harmony a cappella chorus which meets every Wednesday in Abbotskerswell Village Hall. 
The chorus originates from Teignmouth where it was formed over 40 years ago and is a founder member of the Ladies 
Association of British Barbershop Singers. With over 40 members the chorus performs at various events and concerts 
throughout South Devon and competes at national level each year. 
 

More information visit:  Website: www.thechordettes.co.uk—Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/singchordettes 
Instagram: https://www.instagram.com/singchordettes—Twitter: @the_chordettes  

SITUATIONS VACANT 
  Abbotskerswell Primary School – Admin, Secretarial & Office Support (Part Time) 

We are looking for a dedicated, highly motivated and enthusiastic individual to contribute to our happy and caring school. 
In this key role, you will:  

• Have experience of working within a demanding office environment 
• Have effective communication skills 
• Be a proactive and well organised individual with a meticulous approach to their workloads 
• Be enthusiastic and resourceful with a keen drive to succeed and ensure office management is delivered consistently  
• Good understanding of Health and Safety regulations 
• Good personal organisation and time management skills 
• Awareness and understanding of safety and security measures. 

Abbotskerswell Primary School is fully committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and we implement all 
elements of the safer recruitment process. This post is subject to an enhanced DBS check. 
If you feel you would enjoy the challenge that this role offers, we would be delighted to hear from you. Please call the School Office 
on 01626 353605 to request an application form and job description. Please send completed application forms to: 

admin@abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk 
Closing Date  4 February 2019 –  Interviews  7 February 2019 

Shortlisted candidates will be notified by email or telephone.  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/programmes/p06tmdbp
mailto:singchordettes@gmail.com
http://www.thechordettes.co.uk
mailto:admin@abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk
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ABBOTSKERSWELL 
LIGHTS UP  

CHRISTMAS! 
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Kerswella Care has been fortunate enough to receive funding through 
Kingscare League of Friends from the “Building Connections Fund” which 

was set up in response to the Jo Cox commission on loneliness – a 
partnership between the Big Lottery Fund and HM Government. 
We can now build on the work we started in our first year in the 

communities of Kingskerswell, Coffinswell, Abbotskerswell and Ipplepen – 
working with existing support groups  

Volunteers are 
the heart of our 

community 

Nobody can do everything, but everyone can do 
something 

Do you have a little time to spare each week – as little as an hour a week or 
as much as you are happy to offer? 

We have  new opportunities for volunteering roles and we would 
really love to hear from you if you would like to help – just call Gill 
on 07554 667037 or Pat on  01626 369416 to have an informal chat 

about how you think you can help  

• Driving patients to GP and  hospital appointments in 
your own vehicle or using our Mobility vehicle 

• Delivering of prescriptions in Ipplepen, Abbotskerswell 
and near surrounding hamlets in our new Vehicle 

• Visiting housebound people at home for company and 
conversation 

• Shopping for housebound people 
• Develop other ideas to help relieve social isolation in 

our community 
• Help plan and prepare for our Kingskerswell Memory 

Café sessions with our planning team 
• Joining the Kerswella committee and have a voice in 

how your local patient support group functions 

 

Supported by Kingscare League of Friends 

Kingskerswell Health Centre 07554 667037   email gill.gould2@nhs.net 

mailto:gill.gould2@nhs.net
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The friends and children of Abbotskerswell School are doing a 

Wild Night Run – 2.3.19 
For Abbotskerswell PTFA 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Abbotskerswell PTFA registered charity number 1041439.  

Registered address: Abbotskerswell Primary School, Abbotskerswell, Newton Abbot, Devon, TQ12 5NS 

 
  
  
  
Gift Aid your donation and every pound you donate could have an extra 25 pence added to it from the Inland Revenue. 
  
To Gift Aid your donation, you must be a UK tax payer and pay at least as much Income Tax (and/or Capital Gains Tax) as 
the amount of tax reclaimed by the Abbotskerswell PTFA in the Tax year. 

Name(s): 
  

We are running in the dark on Woodbury Common on the evening of 2nd March 2019.  The distance 
is either 1km, 2km, 10km or half marathon depending on age and stupidity! 
  
If you are able to support us in this epic challenge to raise money for some new playground 
equipment, we would really appreciate it… 
  
Thank you! 

Full Name Address 
(We require your full address and post 
code to be able to claim Gift Aid) 

Postcode Amount 
sponsored 

Gift 
Aid 
(Please 
tick) 

Donation 
Received 
(Please tick) 

  
  

          

  
  

          

      

  
  

          

  
  

          

  
  

          

  
  

          

  
  

          

  
  

          

  
  

          

  
  

          

  
  

          

  
Please make cheques payable to: 
Abbotskerswell PTFA 

  
Total 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
Monday 26th November 2018 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

Present Cllr Mrs A Allen, C Cllr A Dewhirst (from item 4), Cllr 
K Eales, Cllr P Marino, Cllr K Farrelly, Cllr Mrs L Clowes, Cllr C 
Ward, D Cllr D Smith.  
 

In Attendance Mr Nick Taylor – Allotments. 
 

Apologies for Absence – Amy Walkden – Tree Warden, Cllr 
Mrs M Colclough, Cllr Mrs W Grierson.  
 

Declarations of interest  
In the absence of the Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson, the 
Vice-Chairman – Cllr P Marino took the meeting. 
 

1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 29th 
October 2018 – there is a suggested alteration to the 
minutes by Cllr K Eales – Item no 4)a)2) – this will be 
inserted and the minutes will be signed at the next PC 
meeting in December.  
 

2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes)  
a) Crime report for October 2018 

 Crime on or near Sports/recreation Area: Other theft 
(1) – Includes theft by an employee, blackmail and 
making off without payment 
 Crime on or near Old Cider Works Lane: Vehicle crime 
(1) – Includes theft from or of a vehicle or interference 
with a vehicle 
 Crime on or near Orchard Terrace: Burglary (1) – 
Includes offences where a person enters a house or 
other building with the intention of stealing 

b) Objection to planning application 18/02086/FUL which 
was at last months Parish Council meeting a neighbour 
has not received notification of this and there is no 
planning notice up on the property but he has 
concerns about loss of amenity to his property. D Cllr 
D Smith will look into this at TDC as there is a 
procedure followed by TDC where letters go out to 
neighbours and this does not seem to have happened.  

 

3) Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District 
Council 

a) Application no 18/02255/TPO – Grange Copse – 
Coppicing and pollarding of sixteen trees mostly ash 
and hornbeam near the northern boundary. No 
objections from the Parish Council. 

b) Application no 18/02045/FUL – Mr & Mrs Gartman – 
Building at Maddacombe Road – Replace barn with 
new dwelling.   

 

Reference: 17/03027/NPA  
Address: Building At NGR 286510 67738, Maddacombe Road, 
Kingskerswell, Devon,  
Proposal: Application for Prior Approval under Part 3 Class Q 
(a) and (b) and paragraph W of the GDPO change of use of 
agricultural building. 

Under Part 3 Class Q (a) and (b) strict conditions apply with 
regard to converting agricultural buildings: 
b) development referred to in paragraph (a) together with 
building operations reasonably necessary to convert the 
building referred to in paragraph (a) to a use falling within 
Class C3 (dwellinghouses) of that Schedule. 
 

Furthermore, Class Q.1 states: Development is not permitted 
by Class Q if— 
h) the development would result in the external dimensions 
of the building extending beyond the external dimensions of 
the existing building at any given point; 
The emphasis is on converting the building within their 
existing infrastructure. Application 18/02045/FUL ignores 
the strict Class Q restrictions and seeks to significantly 
extend the dwelling. 
 

CURRENT APPLICATION: 
It is noted that the new 18/02045/FUL is a full application. 
If it is intended that this application is independent to 
17/03027/NPA, then APC objects to this application on the 
following grounds: 
Abbotskerswell Parish is a rural parish with the majority of its 
land area in open countryside, which is protected by policies 
within the TDC Local Plan.  
1) The proposed site is outside of Abbotskerswell’s 
settlement limit (LP policy S21 Villages and S21a) and is 
development in open countryside (LP Paragraph 2.51); 
2) The site is not an exception site and Abbotskerswell’s 
need is for affordable housing (LP policy S22 Countryside, 
paragraph (a)); 
3) There is an adverse bio-diversity risk to the South 
Hams SAC, (LP policy S22 Countryside, paragraph (i)) due to 
the increased size of the building proposed. 
 

Abbotskerswell Parish Council OBJECTS to application 
18/02045/FUL and recommends REFUSAL. 
 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council. 
a) Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – Application 

no 18/01449/FUL & 18/01450/LBC – Mr D Bray – 
Yeomans Cottage – Raising of Chimney Stack. 

b) Grant of Tree Works – Application no 18/02053/CAN – 
Mrs W Grierson – Abbotsford – Fell two Italian 
Cypresses. 

 

Correspondence received from TDC 
a) Application no 18/01901/SO – Langford Bridge, 

Kingskerswell Road – Request of scoping opinion for 
residential led, mixed use development. Comments 
have been received from TDC regards this and has 
been noted by the Parish Council.  

 

4) Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – copy of report NA3 Planning 

Application and consultations from Cllr K Eales 
circulated to Cllrs and attached to the minutes. 
Housing Needs Survey – Cllr Mrs A Allen reported that 
she has spoken to Janice Alexander – CCD who has 
confirmed that a complete new survey early next year 
can be done, a £500 contribution from the Parish 
Council is required to cover the printing, all cllrs were 
in agreement with this. The new survey will go into the 
March edition of AbbTalk. 
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5)   Correspondence – nothing to report. 
 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated. 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – copy of report 

attached to the minutes. 
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith  – copy of report attached to the minutes.  
c) Natural Environment  

a. Tree Warden Report – Amy Walkden reported 
by e-mail as follows:- 

Tree warden report – for November 2018 Parish Council meeting 
 

Actions from previous meeting:  
1. The residents of the house at Ladywell have now cleared 

large portions of the sycamore and sedge that were 
growing in and alongside the brook. The concerned 
resident that originally reported the issue has been 
contacted and updated, Alistair Dewhurst also contacted.  

2. Oak in Grange Road – is it possible to have an update 
about this please? 

 

New work 
18/02255/TPO – Coppicing and pollarding of sixteen trees 
mostly ash and hornbeam near the northern boundary, 
GRANGE COPSE, Mr Paul Richards 
 

Visited the site with Paul Richards and owner of Ladywell/
Grange Copse on Sunday 11th November. Some of the trees 
intended to be worked on appear to pose a potential risk of 
falling onto bungalows in Grange road, so it seems prudent 
to work on these when possible to maximise safety of area. 
The coppicing and pollarding of the trees (rather than their 
removal) will encourage them to put out news shoots from 
their stump or roots. Amy spoke with Mark Waddams on 
Wednesday 21st Nov: we are both happy to recommend for 
approval.   

a. Allotments Report – Mr Nick Taylor – nothing 
to report.  

d) Transport and Accessibility 
a. Emergency Planning Committee report  – Cllr K 

Farrelly reported that salt bags have been 
delivered and are in storage shed, defib battery 
at Village Hall is to be replaced, list of names 
being drawn up for people in the village who 
can help clear snow if needed.  

b. P3 Report – nothing to report. 
c. DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges.  

e) Economy and Employment – nothing to report.  
f) Community, Facilities and Assets 

a. Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – 
Cllr K Farrelly reported that the Fireworks night 
just about broke even on the takings but the 
school made a significant amount of money on 
the food which will be match funded by 
Barclays. Play Equipment grant of £18,000 is 
awaited by Viridor through SWWA there is a site 
meeting on Wednesday regards this, the Lottery 
will be applied to for a top up of grant monies to 
hopefully complete the project. 

b. Village Hall Report – Cllr P Marino – AGM in 
December, Building regs for new kitchen being 
progressed. 

c. Volunteer Action Group. 
d. Consultations. 
e. Communications Committee Report – Cllr Mrs L 

Clowes reported training on website is going 
ahead. Facebook promotions £75.00 to date has 
been spent. 

g) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 
meetings or Committees. 
a. TALC – meeting on Thursday 29th November 2018.  
b. Stoneycombe Liasion – C Cllr A Dewhirst 

reported that a blast had taken place recently 
and there were some facebook comments from 
people reported that they had felt it, 
Stoneycombe had confirmed it was a relatively 
small blast but sometimes barometer pressure 
can effect how its heard. 

  

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1654 = £83.55 (vat £3.98) – EDF (Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1655 = £48.00 (vat £8.00) – Clystnet Ltd. 
Cheque no 1656 = £15.00 – TRBL Poppy Appeal 

(Remembrance Wreath). 
Cheque no 1657 = £173.99 (vat £12.56) – EDF (Tennis Courts). 
Cheque no 1658 = £115.28 (vat £5.49) – EDF (Pavillion). 
Cheque no 1659 = £40.00 – E Clowes (Facebook Campaign). 
Cheque no 1660 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick November 

2018). 
Cheque no 1661 = £195.00 – David Wilds (Street Cleaning). 
Cheque no 1662 = £506.36 – Sharon Raggett (Wages 

November 2018). 
Cheque no 1663 = £191.20 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning November). 
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1206 = £50.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1207 = £20.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1208 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1209 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1210 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1211 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1212 = £20.00 – TDC (Lottery Licence) 
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance November 2018 - £11,741.38 
Village Events Account – £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance November 2018 = £42,790.89 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account).  
 

Proposed by Cllr  P Marino & seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen  
with all in agreement. 
 

8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council Meeting’s 
Agenda. 

a) Next Agenda Tree Assett Register. 
b) Oak in Grange Road. 
 

9) ARA Draw October 2018. 
 

£50 – 551 – Mr Luckett – 4 St Marys Close 
£20 – 384 – Mrs P Brown – 53 Wilton Way 
£5 – 94 – Mr Tucker – Abbotsmead, Ford Road 
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£5 – 53 – Mrs Denley – 11 Manor Gardens 
£5 – 636 – Jacqueline Webb – 7 The Orchard 
£5 – 456 – Mrs N Wynn – 15 Odle Hill Grove  
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.17pm  
Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 17th December  2018 @ 7.30pm. 
 
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS 
AND REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO 
THEM – PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607  
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
Monday 17th December 2018 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

Present Cllr Mrs W Grierson, Cllr Mrs A Allen, C Cllr A 
Dewhirst, Cllr K Eales, Cllr P Marino, Cllr K Farrelly, Cllr Mrs L 
Clowes, Cllr C Ward, Cllr Mrs M Colclough. 
 

In Attendance Amy Walkden – Tree Warden, Margaret 
Crompton – Allotments, 3 members of the public. 
 

Apologies for Absence – Mr Nick Taylor – Allotments, D Cllr D 
Smith. 
 

Declarations of interest  
 

Many thanks to Cllr K Farrelly for all his hard work on the 
Parish Council, this will be his last meeting before resigning.  
 

1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 29th 
October 2018 (Amended), Minutes of the Parish 
Council meeting Monday 26th November 2018 – these 
have been distributed and read – Proposed by Cllr P 
Marino & seconded by Cllr K Eales with all in agreement.  

2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes) –  
a) Police Report – Two incidents reported in the Parish 

in October 2018. 
Crime on or near Bickley Road – Violence against a person,  
Crime on or near Sports/recreation Area – Criminal damage 
and arson (1) – Includes damage to buildings and vehicles 
and deliberate damage by fire. 
 

3) Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council  
a) Application no 18/02491/VAR – Mr J Urquhart – 

Marystowe, Priory Road – Variation of condition 5 on 
planning permission 15/02549. No objections from 
the Parish Council. 

b) Application no 18/02416/FUL – Miss M Barber – Unit 
11, Henleys Business Park – Change of use from 
general industrial (use class B2) to hair salon (use 
class A1). No objections from the Parish Council.  

 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council –  
a) Grant of Request for Prior Approval – Application no 

18/02238/NPA – WIMS (UK) Ltd – Court Grange 
Offices, Court Grange – Application for prior approval 
under part 3 Class O and paragraph W of the GPDO for 
change of use of an office building (use class B1 a) to a 
dwelling (use class C3). 

b) Refusal of Planning Permission – Application no 
18/02086/FUL – Mr M Tucker – Abbotsmeade, Ford Road 
– Rear extension and pitched roof over existing garage. 

4) Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan. 

1) Housing Needs Survey – Cllr Mrs A Allen has 
drawn up a poster advertising the survey for next 
year this will go into Feb AbbTalk and then the 
survey will go into March AbbTalk and there will 
also be a facility to complete the survey online. 

2) NA3 Wolborough – Cllr K Eales reported that a 
meeting with CPRE was attended by himself and 
Amy Walkden (Tree Warden). The PCL planning 
appeal will be held in March, the greater 
horseshoe bat data will be collected and looked 
at before this and the Parish Council and 
Wolborough Residents are working with Bioscan 
– Sam Watts on environmental issues. The 
feeling is that no planning should be approved 
before the correct environmental evidence is 
brought up to date and looked at by the 
planners. CPRE have confirmed that they will 
support Abbotskerswell PC and Wolborough 
Residents and there is also now another local 
group formed which is called Newton Says No.  

 

5)   Correspondence –  
a) Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Funding – the Parish 

Council have suggested that the club apply for the 
Communities Together fund using the Abbotskerswell 
amount of electors and approach Ogwell as a joint 
funder which may give them nearly the whole of the 
final amount needed to complete the refurbishment 
works. 

 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated. 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written 

report attached to the minutes.  
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – see written report attached to the minutes. 
c) Natural Environment  

a. Tree Warden Report.  
1) Tree Assett Register – suggestion of starting a 

register of trees in the Parish in public and 
private land to enable the Parish to cope with 
Ash Dieback when it arrives in Teignbridge. Amy 
Walkden together with Cllr Mrs L Clowes, Cllr K 
Eales, Cllr C Ward and Cllr Mrs A Allen will help 
Amy with this. 

2) Oak in Grange Road – DCC have looked at the 
tree and have deemed it not to be dangerous as 
it has been surveyed. 

b. Allotments Report – Margaret Crompton 
reported that the school are getting involved in 
the wildflower part of the allotments and they 
will also be growing some vegetables on a small 
plot in conjunction with learning about 
allotments in the war and how they started. 

d) Transport and Accessibility 
a. Emergency Planning Committee report  – Cllr K 

Farrelly reported that the defib battery has now 
been replaced. Volunteers have been appealed 
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2017 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr K Eales 
9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or marycolclough2@gmail.com 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 
8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956 or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 
31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

(Chairperson) Mrs W Grierson 
Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mrs Liz Clowes 
Mote Cottage, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell 

01626 332092 or liz_taylor@live.co.uk  

Cllr Mrs Ann Allen 
Tree Tops, 1 Forde Close, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NN 

01626 330965 or annallen1000@gmail.com 

Cllr C Ward 
15 Laburnum Terrace, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PT 

07813030661 or craigjward@yahoo.co.uk 

District Cllr D Smith 
Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 
Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 
34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 

for helping with snow movement if needed and 
around 16 are currently on the list. 

b. P3 Report – nothing to report.  
c. DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges – 

Bend at Slade Lane where it meets Court Grange 
Road there is a large amount of water flowing 
down the road this has been reported and 
looked at and DCC confirmed the drain is not 
blocked put just at capacity. Road closure in 
Stonemans Hill – 14th to 18th January to be put 
on the website.  

e) Economy and Employment. 
f) Community, Facilities and Assets 

a. Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – 
Cllr K Farrelly reported that the Viridor Credits 
grant has been approved for £18,000 plus the 
rural aid for £5,000, as this has to be used within 
3 months the playground will be refurbished in 
2 stages to use this first lot of money up first.  
Fireworks 2019 the decision will need to be 
made as to whether this goes ahead and will be 
discussed in Januarys meeting. Although the 
night only made £100 for the ARA, the school 
made money for funds on the food.  

b. Village Hall Report – Cllr P Marino reported 
AGM held on Tuesday and all trustees have 
agreed to stay on for another year, donations 
have been received from Model Stores, Knit & 
Natter and Twinning.  

c. Consultations. 
d. Communications Committee Report – Cllr Mrs L 

Clowes reported – website up to date.  
g) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 

meetings or Committees. 
a. TALC – Cllr K Farrelly & Cllr K Eales attended the 

meeting and minutes have been circulated to Cllrs. 
b. Stoneycombe Liasion – nothing to report. 
 

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1664 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick December 

2018). 
Cheque no 1665 = £48.00 (vat £8.00) – Clystnet  (Web Support). 
Cheque no 1666 = £705.60 (vat £117.60) – Bioscan UK Ltd 

(NA3 Ecological Works). 
Cheque no 1667 = £210.00 – Birbeck Landscapes (Grass Cutting). 
Cheque no 1668 = £26.30 (vat £1.25) – British Gas (Toilet 

Electric). 
Cheque no 1669 = £30.54 (vat £5.09) – C K Farrelly (Hi Vis Vests). 
Cheque no 1670 = £506.36 – Sharon Raggett (Wages 

December 2018). 
Cheque no 1671 = £140.94 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning December). 

 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1213 = £100.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1214 = £20.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1215 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1216 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1217 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1218 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 

 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance December 2018 = £9,424.68 
Village Events Account – £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance December 2018 = £40,761.53 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 

 

Proposed by Cllr  P Marino & seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen  
with all in agreement. 

 

8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council meeting 
Agenda. 

 

9) ARA Draw – December 2018 
 

£100 – 526 – Mr J Duncan – 10 Barnfield Terrace 
£20 – 3 – Mr R Huntington – 73 Wilton Way 
£5 – 753 – Mr K Eales – 9 Grange Road 
£5 – 616 – Lara Brewer – Brookside, Slade Lane 
£5 – 98 – Mr Hills - Chimneys, Odle Hill 
£5 – 480 – Chris Yates - 16 Wilton Way 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.01pm 
Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 28th January 2019 @ 7.30pm. 
 

ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS 
AND REQUIRES A COPY   OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM 
– PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607 



 

26 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 
New Year Decorations 

A committed workforce has been busy in the club house 
upgrading our facilities in readiness for the new season. 
These include Charlie Mitchell (carpenter), Richard Codd 
(electrician) Sharon Catley (beam specialist) and the 
painters and decorators Nick Sergeant, Nigel Adams, 
Connor Adams, Geordie Catley and Charlie Hill. The walls 
and ceiling have been refurbished in a more modern style 
with a brighter more welcoming finish. There is a new 
carpet too making for a warm and friendly atmosphere. 
Other jobs will be completed pre-season. If you want to 
help, contact Paul, our Chairman and Clerk of Works, who 
unfortunately has had to take a back seat recently due to 
illness. We wish him a speedy recovery. 

New arrivals for 2019 

We are pleased to welcome for the new season 19 year old 
Charlie Dowling, an opening bowler and middle order 
batsman. Charlie is currently the leading wicket taker in the 
Guateng premier league in South Africa. In 2018 he played 
in the Greater Manchester league where he took 42 wickets 
and hit 451 runs. Charlie will live with his Dad who just 
happens to live in Torquay which is very convenient! 

 

        Charlie      Charlie            James  
 

Continuing our Australian links, Hallora captain James 
Williams will also be joining us for 2019. The off-spinning all
-rounder is a member of the Williams clan who have a long 
association with the club, both playing in Abbotskerswell 
and hosting members of our club who have been to play in 
Australia. He will slip readily in to the club and no doubt be 
a fine asset both on and off the field. 

Another recruit is Adam Latham from Barton, an 
experienced opening bat who in his younger days played 
Birmingham Premier League standard. He will be a 
steadying influence on our young second team and we 
welcome him and his family to the club. 

Family news 

Many of you will remember Sam 
and Hannah Johnston and 
daughter Hadley who lived in the 
village last summer when Sam 
had a very successful season with 
abbots. They had a further addition 
to their family at the beginning of 
the year as Hadley had a new 
sister Maisie Ida (Mae). The club 
has sent its congratulations.  
 

Playing matters 

Craig Hudson and Phil Hodgson have been organising the 
teams for the indoor cricket league in Torbay giving some 
of our members playing time and some exercise during the 
off season. One indoor nets session was held in Exeter 
during the Christmas break and others are planned shortly. 
The first two are Fridays 15 February and 1 March from 
8:00 – 9:00 at the Cricket Centre, Exeter University. This is 
an excellent facility and I am sure new captain Nick Watkin 
would be pleased to see any new members. 
 

Juniors and Colts 

There have been some indoor sessions for our younger 
players and others are planned. For details contact Geordie 
Catley coltsabbotscc@gmail.com. In the past few years 
Geordie and his team have successfully brought through 
teams from Under 9s who will this year play at Under 11 
and Under 13 levels in the South Devon Youth League. He 
has published this message and appeal: 
 

“Our next ‘crop’ who have been training in our lower age 
group on Fridays will be ready for U9 festivals and 
potentially some U10 hardball friendlies in 2019. The 
intention is to develop the next U10 squad for 2020. To 
make this happen we need an U9 manager (probably from 
the parental group of those players) who will manage the 
coaching of the group on Friday nights and take the team to 
2-3 Sunday softball festivals through the season. Anyone 
who wishes to know more about this role please contact me 
to discuss. 

As last year I would also like to run ALLSTARS at the club, 
aimed at the development of 5-7 year old new cricketers –
this was done last year at 5pm on a Tuesday, independent 
of the club Friday night sessions (https://www.ecb.co.uk/
play/all stars). Unfortunately the organiser for the last two 
years is unavailable due to work commitments. So we are 
looking for someone to follow the programme through for 6 
weeks in May/June. It is fairly well structured and certainly 
does not require any technical cricket experience! If 
interested please contact Geordie.” 
 

100 Club 
 

As a fund-raiser the club runs a 100 Club draw which takes 
place at monthly committee meetings. Each numbered 

mailto:coltsabbotscc@gmail.com
https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all?fbclid=IwAR374KBChbFQilM5JaQ0WVn73k6xgdKleJI5FpM5Ouw9nAnOYWtjoS3x-y4
https://www.ecb.co.uk/play/all?fbclid=IwAR374KBChbFQilM5JaQ0WVn73k6xgdKleJI5FpM5Ouw9nAnOYWtjoS3x-y4
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Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 
The league season at Abbotskerswell S.M.B.C. is half way through and with everybody playing well we sit on top of the 
league for the moment. We have won all our home games up till now and lost two away games. We have one more 
home game on the 28th Jan 19 at 7.15 and then we are away for our remaining four games. It could be a tricky end of 
the season for us with our main rivals Christow hot on our tails. 

Players like Leo Gibbs, Steve and Lorna Schofield, Gabrielle Webber and Pam Medland are all playing very well this 
season should give us a good chance of winning the league this year.  

Abbotskerswell are looking for new bowlers young and old to join our club so why not come down and give it a try. We 
are at the village hall on Mondays and Thursdays at 7.15 till 9.30, tea and biscuits provided and all the equipment you 
need to start. The first three nights are free then £2.50 thereafter. For more details please phone: 

Ray on 01803 875496 or Mark on 07759 472873 anytime for more details. 
Mark Webber– Captain 

square can be purchased for £5 per month. Half the 
proceeds go towards the prize and the other half to the 
club. It is easy to join as payments can be made by direct 
debit which can be set up on completion of the necessary 
form available from Keith Shakesheave the Club Treasurer. 
See our Facebook page for details or contact Keith 
familyshake22@gmail.com  

For further information on the club please consult the 
website www.abbotskerswellcc.com, follow us on Facebook 

and Twitter, or contact the Chairman Paul Mitchell 
(abbotsccchairman@gmail.com), Vice Chairman Richard 
Codd (abbotsarmy@gmail.com) or Secretary Steve Cooper 
(s.j.c.cooper@btinternet.com). 
 

Andy Rose 
01626-351886 

Teignbridge League                                                                                                12 January 2019 

Team Played Short for Shots ag Shot dif Mat pts Match pts Total pts 

Abbotskerswell 6 346 181 165 37 10 47 

Christow 6 285 219 66 29 10 39 

Bishopsteignton 6 262 279 -14 24 4 28 

Kingsteignton 5 197 250 -53 17 4 21 

Buckfast 5 198 251 -53 16 2 18 

Exminster 4 156 187 -31 13 4 17 

Ideford 2 38 118 -80 0 0 0 

ABBOTSKERSWELL RECREATION ASSOCIATION 2019 
ANNUAL PRIZE DRAW 

 

HELP US TO IMPROVE THE CHILDRENS PLAY PARK  – WE NEED £52,000! 
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association (ARA) was formed to raise funds to provide facilities at the recreation area as well as 
provide grants for organisations in the village. I would like to take this opportunity to thank you for the generous help and 
commitment you have generated over the years. So this year we are hoping you will yet again dig deep in your pockets so 
we can continue to help fund the play park for us all to enjoy while the children play. 

We now have some wonderful news since we collected the monies from everyone last year, the ARA have had their 
monthly meetings and are fortunate to have heard from Viridor that we have been allocated a grant of approximately 
£18,000. This, combined with a Rural aid grant of £5,000, plus our bonfire evening monies and the ARA can now start stage 
1 of the children’s play park. So please help us with our monthly draw again this year so we can complete the park ASAP!   

The courts are already used regularly by Abbotskerswell Primary School, Abbotskerswell Netball Club, Teignbridge Netball 
League, Abbotskerswell Residents and members of the public. 

The results of the ARA draw are shown in AbbTalk. The monthly prizes are: 

1st Prize £50 (£100 in December) 2nd Prize £20 3rd Prize £5 

If some members of your family would like to support us by purchasing a £5 ticket and be included in the draw this would 
be very much appreciated. In anticipation of an increase in revenue, I thank you once again. 

Ann Down 
ARA Draw coordinator 01803 812425 or 07717762758 

mailto:familyshake22@gmail.com
http://www.abbotskerswellcc.com
mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsarmy@gmail.com
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The benefits of regular savings 
 

In the complex world of investment, timing appears to be crucial. However – unless you are gifted with foresight – you 
cannot predict what the stock market will do. This presents a problem for investors: not only to decide when to invest, 
but also when eventually to pull their money out of the market. This is where the benefits of ‘pound-cost averaging’ – or, 
in laymen’s terms, regular saving – come into play.  
 

Pound-cost averaging works on the basis that, by regularly putting smaller amounts of money into a fund or other 
investment, you will reduce your overall risk of investing at the wrong time. Compared with investing one large sum in a 
single transaction, the risk is mitigated by the fact that smaller, regular sums will be invested over time at a variety of 
prices. Of course, in a rising market, regular savings will underperform the growth of a single lump sum because the 
later investments will miss out on the increase of the early days. However, in an up-and-down or falling market, the 
opposite is true. Later investments will buy in at lower or alternating prices – some lower than the original price – and 
will therefore gain a little more when the market finally does rise.  
 

Similarly, regular saving is a great way to build up a lump sum from almost nothing. Setting aside a lump sum of £5,000 
is a tall order for many people, but putting aside £100 a month from your income might be less of an issue – and the 
addition of investment growth or interest means you could quickly build up a reasonable amount without necessarily 
noticing. And the longer you can leave that growing amount alone, the more impressive it potentially becomes.  
 

Most investment products offer regular savings as an option, including investment funds, Individual Savings Accounts 
(ISAs), life assurance and pension plans. If you are considering equities for the first time, this is also an ideal way to 
start – if prices fall, your regular sum will buy a greater number of units in your chosen fund, which will then generate 
higher proportionate gains when prices start to rise again. Moreover, the small amount you invest every month should 
have a minimal impact on your cashflow and your lifestyle, and will also reduce your sensitivity to the short-term ups 
and downs of financial markets.  

 

REMINDER OF TAX CHANGES IN 2018 BUDGET 

Income tax 

• The personal allowance and higher rate threshold will increase earlier than expected to 
£12,500 and £50,000 respectively from April 2019. 

• There are no other changes to income tax bands or allowances. 
 

Pensions 

• The pension lifetime allowance (LTA) will rise to £1,055,000 from April 2019. 

• There are no changes to pension annual allowances (AA). The standard AA remains at 
£40,000, the reduced AA stays at £4,000 for those taking income (with no carry forward) 
and there are no changes to the high income AA taper rules. 

 

Capital gains tax 

• The capital gains tax allowance will increase by £300 to £12,000 from April 2019. 
 

Inheritance tax 

• As expected, the IHT nil rate band will remain frozen at £325,000 until April 2021. 

• The residence nil rate band will increase from £125,000 to £150,000 from April 2019, 
allowing some couples to leave up to £950,000 to future generations free of IHT. 

 

ISAs 

• Annual ISA limits stay at £20,000 per person, with no reduction in the range of ISA options 
available to meet different needs. 

Email; ifa@hedgelands.com, web: www.hedgelands.com 
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In December 30 members of Abbotskerswell Twinning Association made their way to Dainton Golf Club for their annual 
Christmas dinner-dance. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
They enjoyed an excellent meal and the drinks flowed.  

They were joined by Elsa, a young lady from France living locally who is giving language lessons to a number of members 
to help them when they meet up with our French friends. We were entertained by Maggie Duffy and her band who 

started the evening with some gentle music building to more danceable songs from Bruce Springsteen and Bon Jovi as 
the members took over the dance floor. It must have surprised Elsa how mobile we can be or maybe given her a new 

reason for Brexit.  

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 
Abbotskerswell Twinning Association held their November meeting 
in the village hall with an afternoon event which was open to anyone 
in the village. 

Andrew Cooper came along to give us an illustrated talk on his work 
as a wildlife film-maker, author and producer. Andrew does a lot of 
his work for the world-famous BBC Natural History unit based in 
Bristol, and has worked with David Attenborough. He has travelled 
from the Arctic to the Antarctic but the show he gave was nearer 
home with the subject being Dartmoor. His talk was much 
appreciated by the large audience before they tucked in to tea and 
cakes. Proceeds from the afternoon were split between the Twinning 
Association and the Village Hall Trust building fund.  
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ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. Visit and 
host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet for a Social 
evening and supper. Middle of each month usually in Church House. 
Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact Marilyn 
Whitefoot 361275 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Speakers on historical topics both local and further afield.  Contact: 
Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible lighting 
available to book. Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Thursday evenings from 7pm–
8pm. We would love to welcome some new members. You do not have to be 
musical – just be able to count to six! Contact Liz Smyth-Osbourne on 368400 or 
just come along to the church on Thursday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every Wednesday from 
7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs who is interested in the 
possibility of joining is welcome to come along preferably after contacting 
the Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and 
late May/early June. Contact: Nicola Smith 01626 332258 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation Area 
court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 2 Devon League sides 
on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly sides, with 
training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for boys and girls 
from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams 
from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 
07778-017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. We 
have working layouts in OO and N scale where members can run 
their own models. Refreshments available. Contact John Whitehead 
on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the Flood 
Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or sandbags to 
protect your property, then please contact Dave on: 01626 355541 or 
07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
1st Monday of the month 8.00pm in the Parish Rooms. Contact 
Sylvia Hallett on 01626 365411 

Abbotskerswell Knit & Natter Group 

Meet alternate Mondays in the Parish Rooms. Contact: Ann Allen on: 01626 
330965 

 

Parish Rooms—Free WiFi available 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  01803 614567 / Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–08:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES—SHOP & POST OFFICE 

Tel: 01626 333387 

Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626 361101 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

British Telecom Faults                  151 

Electricity Western Power 08456 012989 

Gas 0800   317960 

Water 0800   378937 

Street Lighting 0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council     01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council 01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden 01626 351378 

Dog Warden 01626 215881 

Crimestoppers 0800   555111 

Samaritans 01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital 01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital 01626 324500 

RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line 01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line 01626 833664 

National Express Coach 08705 808080 

Rail Information 08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter 01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth 01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre 01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema 08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre 01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn 01803 812717 

Locksmith 01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956

 (Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line 03444 111 444
 (Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College     01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School    01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your house 

name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

Mobile Library Van 2019 (Monday unless stated) 
 Abbotshill car park: 09.45–10.05 

 AK Village Centre: 10.15–11.00 

 The Priory: 11.05–11.50 

Feb 11th / Mar 11th / Apl 8th / May 10th (Fri) / Jun 3rd 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

