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ABBOTSKERSWELL ANNUAL 
FIREWORKS DISPLAY 2018 

A big Thank You from the ARA committee  
to everyone one who helped organize the 

event and to all those who attended.  
The evening was a great success. 
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 Dear Reader 

Here we are in November 
and only a few weeks 
away from the festive 
season. Things are very musical around here at this time of year 
and hopefully you can make at least one of the concerts on offer 
from Tapestry and the AK Singers to get you into the spirit of 
Christmas, not forgetting Christingle and the Carol Service. 

Take a look at page 6 and see if Mary and Joseph might be able 
to lodge with you for a night. A lovely tradition adopted by our 
village over the last few years. 

From the AbbTalk committee we wish you a very peaceful and 
happy Christmas and all our best for 2019. 

Ann Allen, AbbTalk Editor 

annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 
Cover Photo taken by John Whitehead 

Next deadline for February 2019 issue 
Advertisements and Articles – January 15th 
Next delivery date – 2nd & 3rd February 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Kevin Eales Chairman 
 (kevin@eales.eu) 

Zoe Truman Secretary 
 (zoe_truman@hotmail.com ) 

Lynn Howard Treasurer 
 (modelstores@btconnect.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Picture Editor  
 (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Richard Whiffin  Church Representative 
 (richardwhiffin@hotmail.com ) 

Diary Dates for December 2018 
Tapestry Evening of Song & Music ... 7th ................. page 21 
AbbPast Book Launch ....................... 9th ................. page 8 
Christingle Service ............................ 9th ................. page 5 
AK Singers Christmas Concert .......... 12th ............... page 7 
AbbPast ............................................ 10th ............... page 8 
Knit and Natter ................................... 10th Dec, 7th & 21st Jan 
Carol Service ....................................... 23rd................ page 5 
Crib Service ......................................... 24th ................ page 5 
Christmas Day Eucarist ...................... 25th ................ page 5 

    Save the Date for January 2019 

Newton’s Got Talent Final ................ 20th ............... page 9 

Monthly Rainfall Totals 
2018 mm ins. 
January 137.0 5.39 
February 51.0 2.01 
March 238.0 9.37 
April 127.0 5.00 
May 35.0 1.38  
June 2.00 0.08  
July 68.0 2.68 
August 71.0  2.80 
September 72.0 2.83 
October 68.0 2.68 
 

It is getting a bit monotonous to keep saying that the 
extremes of weather continue but, once again, October has 
followed the pattern of 2018. 
     The rainfall was well below the average for October, which is 
normally one of the wettest months of the year with 4.75 ins. 
(120.5mm), whereas we only had 2.68 ins. or 68 mm.   
However, once again this amount came mostly on just a few 
days of rain, with the worst day being Friday 12th with about 
1.5 ins. accompanied by severe gales. The month also was 
very sunny with extremes of temperature exceeding 20 on 
several days, and then at the end of the month several 
frosts with a low of minus 3. This is exceptional for October 
in this part of the world and I understand that there was 
even snow on Dartmoor, again a rarity in October.  What 
will November bring? 

Kindly supplied by David Munden 

 

Love reading but you can’t 
get to your library 

The Home Library Service 
can bring BOOKS – CDs etc to your door for FREE 

Contact 
KINGSKERSWELL LIBRARY 

01803 873723 

There is a box in St Mary’s Church  for the 
collection of non-perishable foodstuff for 
the Teignbridge Foodbank.  
All donations are gratefully received and 
the box is emptied regularly. Thank you. 

THANK YOU 
To all who supported the Cancer Research Coffee Morning 

at the Priory on October 6th. 
We raised a magnificent £568. 

Jane Kendall  

Another call to all you photographers 
out there! 

 

After the wonderful photos you sent in after the snow 
earlier this year we have received a few photos but can 
always do with more. Your photos of our village scenes 
could be on the front page of AbbTalk. We need ‘upright’ 
format photos of high quality and current scenes ‒ no 
snow scenes in August, no trees and gardens in full bloom 
in December. Don’t forget to say where they are, what 
they show and your name if you would like a mention. E-
mail them to me at jw1950ak@aol.com and I will do my 
best to use them. Or, if the picture is a print, drop them in 
at 3 Laburnum Court, near Church House. 
 

John Whitehead ‒ AbbTalk Photos 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com
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11am start for main Sunday Services 
Please see Current pattern of Worship for full details 

*********** 

Love, Joy and Peace to you at Christmas 
 

Jesus is the only child mentioned in the story of the first 
Christmas day. Impoverished lowly shepherds, rich men 
bearing symbolic gifts and an innkeeper with no room for 
Him and his teenage unmarried mother. 

This unique child was to be fully God as well as truly 
human, totally in touch with that which is beyond us to 
grasp and control. Yet such holiness is something we can all 
be in touch with if we so wish. There is no compulsion, the 
choice is ours, if we want this all loving Holy Spirit to dwell 
in us, to help and direct us, we only have to ask. If we do 
this the world becomes a more peaceful and trustworthy 
place to live. Peace on earth and goodwill to all became 
possible on that first Christmas day. 

The Spirit which filled Jesus is one of loving awareness; 
aware of the truth of each person and their full potential. 
Awareness of what makes for life, authentic, healed, 
forgiven and fully human. It has nothing to do with the 
Pentecostal pastor trying to drive demons out to ‘cure’ a 
homosexual or right wing evangelical who supports Mr 
Trump. Such things are abusive and ongoing betrayal of the 
spirit of that child in a manger. 

Why not become part of the resistance movement against 
all that will destroy our environment and leave people cold, 
hungry and sick while others have more than enough. May 
you share what you have, and your home this Christmas be 
a warm and welcoming place, full of love, joy and peace. 
 

                                                 Pat Heath   

 

Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful 
cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good time is had 
by all.  

Thurs 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 
 Contact: Liz Smyth-Osbourne 01626 368400 
 lizsmytho@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Revd John Leonard 

The Churchwardens – Pam Wakeham and Guy Rogers – are 
closely involved in the future plans for the parish of 
Abbotskerswell after John Leonard retired at the end of 
June. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
them on the above numbers. 

We intend to maintain the current pattern of worship 

during the interregnum. 

 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly 
by church members. We will continue to do all that we can 
to meet the needs of others, during the time of being 
without a dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in 
people’s homes do so with the authority and support of the 
parish church and will pass to the clergy any need for 
additional spiritual support.  

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own 
support, then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church 
Warden (07526 470080 ) or Pat Heath (01626 369416). 
 

Sunday Lunch  

1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church House 

For over ten years a roast lunch has been served in Church 
House on the first Sunday of each month. It is enjoyed by 
people for whom Sunday otherwise tends to be a rather 
quiet day. The suggested donation is £6. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact 
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 
 

Christmas Day Lunch 
 

There will be a Christmas Day Lunch in Church House for 
any parishioner who would welcome some company at this 
time. Numbers will be limited, so do let us know if you 
would like to be included. 

To reserve a place contact: Pat Mackness 01626 353529 
Further details are on Page 27. 

 

 

 

Priest:  To be appointed  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
 Guy Rogers Tel: 01803 558058  

Please note our website:  www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church 

http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk
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Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  
We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 

 

1st Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Eucharist (BCP) 
A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 
An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

3rd Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

4th Sunday of the Month 

11am  Parish Praise 
A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

6pm (BST) Evensong (BCP) 

A non-communion sung service of the word, lasting about 
an hour. 

5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

10am  Eucharist (CW) at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 11am.) There are a number of occasional 
services throughout the year which are advertised at Church 
House, on our website and in AbbTalk. 

 
Advent Sunday 
2 December 2018 at 10am 
The Advent Eucharist ‘sung’ service will be at Kingskerswell Parish 
Church. 

There will be no service at Abbotskerswell that day. 
 

 

 

CHRISTMAS SERVICES 
Sunday 9 December 2018 at  

4pm Christingle 
Followed by refreshments in Church House. 

 

Sunday 23 December 2018 at 
6:30pm Carol Service 

Followed by mulled wine and mince pies  
in Church House. 

 

Monday 24 December 2018  
4pm Crib Service 

11:30pm Christmas Midnight 
Eucharist 

 

Tuesday 25 December 2018  
at 11am 

Christmas Day Eucharist 
 

Sunday 30 December 2018 
There will only be a Service at  

Kingskerswell at 10am. 

ABBOTSKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, 
etc.,  

including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required 

One room all day ......................... £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ............ £45.00 
Two rooms all day  ...................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight .......... £90.00 
Use of bar ....................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour ............... £8.00 
Weddings fee ................................ £320.00 

+ includes lighting & heating 

Abboskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 
 

Free WiFi available 

Registered Charity No. 264508 
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Abbotskerswell Knit & Natter group  

have had a very productive year. 

We’ve sent many items to Knit for Peace and our 
wonderful group of ladies have produced a vast 

amount of lovely knitted and crocheted items 

which we had on sale at the recent Christmas Market in the Village Hall. We 
managed to raise £100 which we are donating towards the Village Hall new kitchen. 

And we mustn’t 

forget Her Majesty 

who was knitted for 
the Annual Garden 

Show and then 
resided in Orchard 

Café for the last 
couple of months. 
 

If you are interested 

in joining us our 
next meeting is 10th 

December from  

2-4pm in the Parish 
Rooms.  We are happy to teach you to knit or crochet. For more info email: 

annallen1000@gmail.com 

Parish Church of St. Mary the Virgin, Abbotskerswell 
 

November 2018 
 
 
Dear Friends 
 

Any room at the Inn? 
 

Over the course of the coming weeks our preparations for Christmas will speed up and it’s easy to forget 
where it all began – with the birth of a baby in an unexpected place after a long and difficult journey.   
 

The Christmas story tells us that Joseph and Mary, who was heavily pregnant, travelled from Nazareth to 
Bethlehem by donkey in hope and expectation, but finding “no room at the inn”, spent the night in a stable 
where the baby Jesus was born. It’s a well-known and familiar story, celebrated around the world; 
different countries having their different customs and traditions. 
 

In Mexico communities celebrate Posadas, meaning “Lodgings”. During the weeks of December leading up 
to Christmas statues of Mary and Joseph and an angel are carried each evening from one home to another 
where they “lodge” for the night; their host for the previous night carrying them on to their next lodgings. 
 

We have adopted this custom in Abbotskerswell for the last few years, as families have provided lodgings 
for Mary and Joseph, i.e. displayed our beautiful Willow Tree crib figures on a windowsill in their home 
overnight, and taken them on to their next lodgings the following day. Mary and Joseph's journey around 
the village ends on Christmas Eve when they arrive at the Church for the Crib Service at 4.00pm. 
 

Any room at the inn?  Could Mary and Joseph lodge at your house for a night?   

 
If so please complete the slip below and  

return to School or Orchard Café & Deli 
by Wednesday 5th December. 

 
Any further queries speak to Paula Simmons at school. 
  

With all good wishes 
 

 

 
Yes, Mary and Joseph can stay with us (Name)  .................................................................................  
 
at (Address) ...................................................................................................................................  
 
(Phone/email) ................................................................................................................................  
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AK Singers  
Christmas  
Concert  

this year is entitled 
“Christmas Francais” 

 

The AK Singers are doing something different 
for Christmas this year. 

 

There will be a selection of well known carols, 
all of which are based around French tunes, for 
audience participation. However in a break from 
tradition we will also be singing Charpentier’s 

Messe De Minuit Pour Noel (Midnight 
Mass for Christmas). This beautiful piece of 
music is sung in French Latin and is based on 
the Catholic Midnight Mass. It should provide 
a different and interesting start for the concert. 
 

The Concert will be on Wednesday 
12th of December at 7.30 in the church. 

Tickets are £7.00 from Model Stores. 



 

8 

AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 
AbbPast has achieved a great deal in the eight years that it has existed. Many of you will have read some, or all, of 

the five publications that we have produced since 2014; the next volume 5. The Era of World War 2 is being released 

in December as is revealed below. Our loyal AbbPast members have attended the monthly meetings and talks that we 

have held during those eight years and we are always looking for new members. We have included a description of 

each talk in AbbTalk for much of that time, but we have decided to change that approach to revert more to the style 

of the original AbbPast pieces produced by John Somers-Cocks in the early AbbTalks of the 1980s.  

Even though we have written a great deal about village life in our publications new material still comes to light, 

therefore we intend to devote our AbbTalk page to this new material. To start with here are some photographs that 

have come to light recently, both taken from the Church Tower. The first features a lovely old wooden bungalow that 

stood by the church lychgate; this was Salem Bungalow built in 1924 by Rev. Dence of Court Grange; It was 

demolished in the early 2000s to make way for The Gatehouse. The second was taken in 1971 and shows a number of 

interesting features such as the lack of houses to the right of the church path, the orchard that eventually became 

The Orchard at the end of Corn Park Road, with Sinclairs Garage shown next to the thatched house that is Yeomans 

Cottage at the top of the picture.  

We thank Bryan Wordsworth and Pat Honey for the photographs. 

 

 

Book Launch for 5. The Era of World War 2 
 

The launch of the fifth volume of our Abbotskerswell Village History Series will take place on  

9th December outside the Model Stores. 

 

5. The Era of World War 2 describes the difficult years in the village from 1939 to 1959. We tell the story of both 

life in the village and of the servicemen and women during the war, and also life for villagers during the years 

afterwards during austerity, rationing and National Service. We draw on the vivid recollections of people who lived 

through the times in Abbotskerswell. 

 

 

Our next Monthly Meeting is on 

 Monday 10th December at 7.30pm in Church House 

Elizabethan Name Calling 

Renowned Devon Historian Todd Gray returns  

for what is sure to be another excellent evening of historical enlightenment   
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Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 
It’s the new league season at Abbotskerswell S.M.B.C and we went off to a good 

start winning at home against Ideford and then Bishopsteignton with all four teams 

playing well. Gabrielle Webber pictured left picking up the player of the match award 

for her outstanding play. 

We also had success in the county/national qualifiers at Isca bowling centre in Exeter 
with both Mark Webber and Mike Ballamy reaching the area Finals in December. 

It’s also been a good start in competitions this year with Ray Vyse and Colin Mills 
winning the Teignbridge pairs. Pictured below Derek Wyatt of Christow presenting 
the Trophy to Ray and Colin. 

 

 

 

Abbotskerswell are looking for new bowlers young 
and old to join our club so if you are interested to 
try out this game please call down to see us on 
Monday and Thursday night at the Village Hall 
Abbotskerswell at 7.15 to 9.30 all equipment 
provided. 

Contact Ray on 01803 875496 or Mark on 07759 
472873 anytime for more details. 

 

NEWTON CRISIS AID update 

We are most grateful to those villagers who have supported 
Newton Crisis Aid by taking clothing to the Race Course on 
the first or third Thursdays of the month between 2:00 and 
4:00pm. these goods have then been transported to Taunton 
by volunteers from where they are distributed to refugees 
across Europe, North Africa and the Syrian border. After three 
years we have been told that the Race Course will no longer 
be available for our collections as the room we use is to be 
redeveloped as part of on-going developments. As things 
stand we will not be collecting beyond Christmas BUT we are 
negotiating for an alternative. I hope to have news before 
long and as soon as I do details will be available on the 
Newton Crisis Aid Facebook page or from me. 

As a major fund-raising event NCA has arranged a variety 
show Newton's Got Talent on Sunday 20 January from 
3:00pm. This was originally set for last July but was 
postponed because it clashed with the World Cup Final. We 
hope the new date will suit everyone. The show will showcase 
several local acts in a show that will appeal to all ages. 
Details and how to get tickets are on the poster in this 
magazine. Tickets are also available directly from me. 

Andrew Rose 
aprose53@hotmail.com or 01626-351886 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
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Design, Supply & Fit.  

Bedrooms. 
Bespoke Furniture. 
Worktop Changes. 

01626 206121 
07879 416504 

richard.heyward@hotmail.com 

 
28 Years Joinery, Kitchen Design, 
Manufacture & Fitting Experience 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business - Established 1997 
 

Available for one off jobs, contracting 
and regular maintenance   

Weeding & Grass cutting, Hedges, 
Tree Surgery, Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing, Clearance, 
Restoration & General Tidying 

 

Free quote call Julian Seager  
01803 875260 

SEAGER GARDEN SERVICES 

 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 
07791 972585 

rharmer136@gmail.com 

Facebook: @RHarmerpandd 

 

New for Friday – Fish & Chip Lunch 
from 12.00 to 2.30 – Booking Recommended 

http://www.rhkitchens.com
mailto:richardheyward@hotmail.com
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Cleaner Ovens 
Established in 2003 

Office: 
01626 363748 

Let us put the sparkle back into your Oven 
Prices from £45.00 

Telephone 

Chris Hallwood 

Freephone: 0800 5838463  Mobile: 07966 613160 TO ADVERTISE HERE 
email: annallen1000@gmail.com 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 

 

CARER / PERSONAL ASSISTANT 
                                               

 
Experienced with dementia, disabilities,  

elderly care, post-hospital support.  

Friendly, empathetic, reliable,  

calm and caring – seeking more hours locally.  

 

References are available from  

an Abbotskerswell resident. 

 
Call Rahima 07501 639298 
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Amazing fire twirlers, fire barrels, the 
display itself along with a bouncy castle 

and great music from Combeshead 
Academy Folk Band. 

More photos from the  

Fireworks Display. 
A great evening for everyone. 
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Abbotskerswell Primary School 
As I approach the end of my time as Headteacher of Abbotskerswell Primary School, this is my final contribution to the 
AbbTalk magazine.  

Firstly, I am very pleased to inform you that the governors 
have secured the continued leadership of the school. Following a 
rigorous recruitment process, they appointed Kevin Martin as the 
new Headteacher from January 2019. Mr Martin comes with a lot of 
skills and experience as well as having a commitment to the 
continued values that we all share. 

It has been another eventful, busy and exciting term since we 
returned from the summer holidays. 

We finished the last academic year with an idea that the 
children had achieved high standards compared to their peers 
nationally, and in other Devon schools. This month, official published 
data has confirmed this. As a group of staff, governors and parents,  
I know we are all very proud of this school and the pupils’ 
achievements. 

As you know there have been a few staff changes that I wrote about in my last message. This term there have also been 
some changes to the school governing board. After six years in post as Chair of Governors, Catherine Denning has passed the 
mantle on to Jenny Hersey. I would like to express my personal appreciation to Catherine. We started our journey leading this 
wonderful school at roughly the same time and it has been a real privilege working with her. She has always applied a human 
touch with common sense and intelligence towards achieving the very best outcomes for the children in our care. She has given 
up many hundreds of hours of her own time towards ensuring this school’s continued success and improvement. I am very 
grateful for her support and challenge of my work which has helped me to grow as a school leader. Catherine is continuing as a 
member of the school governors where her experience will be invaluable in the future. 

Mike Tucker stepped down from his role as a school governor recently. On behalf of the school I would like to say a 
huge thanks to him. With his hands-on knowledge of all things technical and sites related, he has played a big role in 
maintaining a safe school site, fit to learn and work. Even though he has left, he’s still helping out when we need and we all 
really appreciate him. 

I would also like to thank Mandy Burke and Chris Salt who have also completed their work as school governors. 
Mandy served for four years supporting the school to make progress in the Early Years and Curriculum as well as working on 
the Teaching and Learning Committee to help ensure the highest standards. We are all very grateful for her dedication and 
the impact she helped deliver. Chris served for one year supporting us to make improvements in our I.T. provision for which 
we are also very grateful. 

Joining the governing board this term are Heidi Reeves, Jo Baird and Suzie Small; each of whom bring a useful set of 
skills that will support continued school improvements. 

We are all very grateful to the governing board for their expertise and continued hard work. They are all volunteers 
and it has been an especially busy term so far. They do a fantastic job to cover a wide variety of areas with their combined 
skills, and always take a vested interest in the continued success of the school. 

We also continue to benefit from the support of a very active PTFA. As you know, back 
in the icy weather of February 2018, they organised the Endeavour fund raiser for the 1000-
mile cycle ride that raised £15,000. Thanks to this, we have new I.T. in school. One part of this 
is some new snazzy software that reads text aloud. Children are using this to hear their 
writing read back to them which is helping with editing and improving, as the program 
supports with grammar, punctuation, spelling edits and improved vocabulary. It is also 
helping with on-line research as it reads aloud highlighted text from the web.  

This term, the PTFA has helped to staff Abbfest and provided the refreshments for the 
village Firework Night. Both these events raise funds for the school thanks to all these 
volunteers. In addition, they ran the Halloween Disco which is a fun event for the children. 
The school is really very lucky to have this committed group of parents giving their own time 
to raise funds and benefit the children. I know there are lots more projects in the pipe-line 
too, including events organised on their direct hot-line to the North Pole. 

All of this support from dedicated volunteers helps the staff here to do their job which is about delivering an exciting 
and engaging curriculum for the learning. This term we’ve had the story teller Clive Pig in school, launching the Viking 
curriculum with much laughter and even a ‘working’ Viking long boat. Another class of children visited the Ipplepen 
archaeological dig which created much discussion, inspiration and new knowledge for their Roman topic. The archaeologists also 
came to school for a follow-up session to help the class to re-create their own dig, using this practical experience to 
reconstruct settlements. 
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A Design Technology and Science project has seen the production of moving vehicles powered by electrical circuits. 
Clay modelling has been used to make dragon characters linked to creative poetry. There is a collage of story map rivers to 
inspire writing and some children have been creatively engaged in pointillism art. 

There has been special excitement with the younger children who were joined by two new residents: Muffin and 
Bobby, the guinea pigs. They are already mini-celebrities creating excitement and engagement with their topic and helping 
children understand so much more about real life. A trip to the Dartmoor Miniature Pony Centre on Dartmoor supported 
their science learning about animals and their writing project on ‘My Perfect Pet’. A fish dissection got to the guts of the 
science. Our very little ones enjoyed a Fairy Tale day which included an array of costumes for different characters and 
baking of ginger bread men.  

Our Harvest festival was celebrated in Viking style as the Norse raiders burst in to spoil the show which was an 
incredible performance combining drama, art, poetry and singing. Thank you to all the staff who gave the children this 
chance to shine which in turned helped us to collect for THAT Foodbank (Teignbridge Homeless Action Today). The 
volunteers from THAT were very appreciative and enjoyed the wonderful show.  

Visiting teachers from secondary schools have been supporting our curriculum learning also. Miss Bradbury, the Head 
of History and Politics at Torquay Boys Grammar, visited to help develop older children’s understanding of global warming. 
She commented, “I was so impressed with how hard the students worked and the way they argued their points and worked 
collaboratively.” This is helping the children creating information writing to help raise awareness of this important issue.  

Mr Gore from Coombeshead visited to teach some inspiring Maths to the older children. Our top mathematicians in 
Year 5 have been over to Mr Gore’s school to work with him and other tip-top mathematicians from other primary schools 
for the last few weeks to take part in activities to challenge their thinking.  

Mr Pratchet, the PE Lead from Newton Abbot College, has visited several times to work alongside teachers to help 
develop our skills in teaching rugby. 

The children have enjoyed sporting festivals with other schools in hockey and rugby. More recently, a team of Y5/6 
competed in a rugby competition with 12 other schools and finished in 4th place which is a remarkable achievement 
considering we competed against big schools. 

There have been a wide range of clubs and extra-curriculum opportunities this term already. Probably one of the most 
popular of these which is part of the curriculum during the day and an after school club, is Nature School. You might have already 
seen the giant poppy display on the railings outside the school gate. Mrs Fordham would like to thank everyone who raided their 
recycling bins and brought plastic drinks bottles to school for this remembrance tribute which also follows on from the Year 6 
project about becoming a Plastic Clever School by way of recycling plastics. Six bin liners of bottles were collected to make this 
love heart poppy display; a lot of plastic! Thank you to Mr Fordham who has spray painted them in a poppy red colour. Also a big 
thank you to Brunel Timber, Newton Abbot, who kindly donated the wood for the frame work and also Motormart in Queen 
Street, Newton Abbot, who gave us a very generous discounted price on the paints. 

Mrs Fordham is taking her Nature School groups to the village allotments to make a further tribute in honour of the 
WW1 Centenary and talking about how allotments were involved in the war. The school has been given privileged access to 
the allotments for education purposes from Abbotskerswell Allotment Society. Thank you so much for this opportunity. 

Mrs Fordham is trying out some alternative campfire cooking and is looking for donations of UNTREATED/UNPAINTED 
kindling-sized wood for the fire pit and cast iron frying pans.  So if anyone can help with either please catch Mrs Fordham at 
school on a Thursday or Friday afternoon or leave in the storage log box at base camp. Also Mrs Fordham would like to say 
thank you to the Court Farm and Orchard Deli for holding cash donation boxes for Nature School. We are very grateful as 
this provides much needed extra funding for resources. Last year it helped complete the sensory garden. 

There have been a variety of other clubs running too: Sports Club, Mrs Simmons’ Gardening Club, Bright Sparks 
Computing Club, Felicity House’s History Club, Football Club and more recently, a Craft Club. 

Our learning theme for this term is Good Practice Makes Progress which the children have really taken on board. We 
use an iceberg image to help explain how much ‘hidden’ practice goes into being successful. For example, Mozart had 
apparently put in 3500 hours of practice on musical areas he found tricky by the age of 6. He commented that it was this 
that made him talented rather than being born a genius. We are encouraging children to think of individuals who they know 
who do this and then putting their photo on our display; famous or otherwise, family or friends. 
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While working hard to provide all these opportunities, we are also focussing on helping children and adults to stay 
mentally healthy. It’s in the media a lot today and is a very important aspect of our role as educators. We have a wonderful 
new display in the hall thanks to Jan Ray and Sharon Downham. Jan gave up lots of her own time to put this display 
together and Sharon revealed her secret talent as an artist with her amazing drawings of the main character.  It helps to 
remind us all how to stay mentally healthy with a 5-a-day diet of: 

• Be active (the perfect way to literally burn off negative adrenaline fuelled by anxiety) 

• Be mindful (find some space for ourselves where we can slow down and live in the moment) 

• Help others (a rewarding activity that reminds us we have a lot to offer) 

• Yearn to learn (having an interest in the world helps us to become wise and look outwards) 

• Connect with others (it feels good to have friends who you can talk and do things with) 

Finally, I would like to say that it has been a great pleasure being the Headteacher of Abbotskerswell Primary School. It is a 
remarkable and unique place to work and learn. Thank you to everybody in the school and community who have helped 
make my tenure so rewarding. I have learnt so much from so many different people which I hope will serve me well in the 
next stage of my career. 

Tim Hughes 

15th November 2018 

Abbotskerswell Village Hall Trust 
Registered Charity 264508 

Notice of Meeting 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN that the Annual General Meeting 
of Abbotskerswell Village Hall Trust will be held at 
Abbotskerswell Village Hall, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell, 
Devon at 7:00pm 11th December 2018 to transact the 
following business: 
 

AGENDA 

1. Welcome 
2. Apologies 
3. Minutes of the previous AGM 
4. Reports and accounts 

• Chairman’s Report 
• Accounts for the year ended 31st August 2018 

5. Auditors 
• To retain Channon & Co as independent Auditors 

6. Election of Officers 
7. Member proposed resolutions 

• Alterations to the Constitution – None 
8. Any other business 
 

By order of the Charity Trustees 
 

Cat Howard 
Secretary     26th October 2018 

VILLAGE HALL VOICE 
 

As you will see by the advert in this month’s issue we have 
the Village Hall AGM on 11th November at 7pm and would 
love to see some new faces at the meeting as anyone is 
welcome. The next year is an exciting one as we endeavour 
to get the funds together to build Project Heat (that’s the 
new kitchen and storeroom for anyone who doesn’t know) in 
the summer. Plans for the project have been passed and 
surveys have been completed so we are now trying to get 
funds together to start the build. 
 

We are in desperate need of new committee members who 
can attend a monthly meeting and support the Trustees with 
running of the Hall or at our fundraising events. If you are 
concerned with what it entails just give me a ring for a chat 
to find out or come to the AGM. 
 

On the subject of Project Heat we would like to thank you for 
the support we have received so far and recently we received 
a kind donation from Chris at the shop who held a taster day 
for the new bakery supplier Endicotts of Okehampton.  
Customers made donations for the cakes and bread which 
was passed on to Project Heat.   
 

Also at the recent Christmas Market our village Knit and 
Natter group had a stall to raise money by selling knitted and 
crochet items for the fund too. Thank you everyone! 
 

Lynn Howard 
Mobile No.  07702092278 
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Church House Monthly Sunday Lunches 
For over ten years a roast lunch has been served in 
Church House on the first Sunday of each month. It is 
enjoyed by people for whom Sunday otherwise tends to 
be rather a quiet day and provides an excellent two-
course meal and friendly company. 

If you would like to come along Pat Mackness 353529 
will be happy to tell you more. 

In order for these lunches to take place there is a rota of 

helpers who work together in teams and for those of us 

who help, we’re normally involved three times a year. 

The helpers get to sit down together and enjoy the meal 

too, and although we work quite hard it is enjoyable and 

the food is excellent. If you think you would like to get 

involved, or maybe find out more, Pat Heath 369416 

would love to hear from you. 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
Monday 29th October 2018 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm 
 

Present Cllr Mrs W Grierson, Cllr Mrs A Allen, C Cllr A 
Dewhirst (from item 4), Cllr K Eales, Cllr P Marino, Cllr Mrs M 
Colclough. 
 

In Attendance Paul Evemy, Amy Walkden – Tree Warden. 
 

Apologies for Absence – Mr Nick Taylor – Allotments, Cllr K 
Farrelly, Cllr Mrs L Clowes, Cllr C Ward, D Cllr D Smith. 
 

Declarations of interest  
1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 24th 

September 2018. 
Having been circulated and read – Cllr Mrs A Allen & 
seconded by Cllr P Marino with all in agreement and 
duly signed by the Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson. 
 

2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes)  
a) Police Report – Cllr K Eales reported that there is one 

crime for August in the Parish reported on the Police 
website. 

 

3) Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District 
Council 

a) Application no 18/02086/FUL – Mr M Tucker – 
Abbotsmeade, Ford Road – Rear extension and 
pitched roof over existing garage.  No objections from 
the Parish Council – proposed by Cllr P Marino & 
seconded by Cllr K Eales with all in agreement.  

b) Application no 18/01860/FUL – Mr S Hunt – Manor 
Farm Barns – Conversion of barns to dwelling.  The 
Parish Council object to this application and 
recommend refusal – see written statement below –  

 

Two ecological surveys (2014 and 2017) have been 
submitted in support of this application. However, 
both of these ecological survey reports were brought 
forward from a previous planning application 
(17/00186/FUL) and were deemed by TDC’s 
biodiversity officer at that time to be inadequate as 
they did not provide the necessary data to assess the 
use of this site by Greater Horseshow Bats (GHB). An 
emergence survey was requested by TDC in the 
previous application but was not provided by the 
applicant in this application.  
 

Also it is noted that the second survey report was 
dated February 2017, when GHBs would have been in 
hibernation – not the correct time to conduct a survey. 
The 2017 report by the initial applicant stated that a 
further survey was required. Again, not provided. 

 

This site is under a GHB 500m flyway and is in a GHB 
foraging area, thus this site a very sensitive 
ecologically and environmentally. It should be 
acknowledged that TDC may allow extensive 
developments of at least 1,725 dwellings in nearby 

NA3 Wolborough designated for development. When 
delivered, this will decimate in excess of 100 hectares 
of GHB flyways and foraging area. Consequently, this 
proposed application site is likely to see a significant 
increase in usage by protected species (Lesser Horseshoe 
Bat and Greater Horseshow bat in particular, both of 
which have roosts nearby) and become increasingly 
important to the survival of the species.  

c) Application no 18/01901/SO – CEG – Request for 
scoping opinion for residential led, mixed use 
development.  Comments on this application have 
been sent to Ian Perry at TDC as follows:-  

 

ECOLOGICAL 
 

South Hams Special Area of Conservation (SHSAC)  
A) A full field survey is required for Greater Horseshoe 

Bats (GHB) using guidance identified in Section 5 of 
Natural England’s “SHSAC GHB Consultation Zone 
Planning Guidance”. 

 

This will need to pay particular attention to bat connectivity 
across the site and the nearby GHB roost at Conitor Copse. 
This surveying should include hedge-lines, lighting, foraging 
areas, protecting of roosts and habitat loss.  
 

The production of an HRA screening assessment for NA3 
Wolborough, similar to that produced for NA2 Whitehill (M 
Oxford October 2015), is required. 
 

B) Any field survey work for GHBs conducted during the 
period 2015, if any, must be discounted because of the 
adverse lighting regime that was illegally installed at 
Conitor House/Conitor Quarry where lighting levels 
within the SHSAC flyway greatly exceeded Natural 
England’s recommended limits over the period July to 
November 2015. 

 

Wolborough Fen SSSI   
a) Although the area covered by this application does not 

impinge on the Wolborough Fen, the routing of the 
proposed link road between the A380 and A381 will 
do. Scientific fieldwork, hydrological evaluation and 
other established research methodologies must fully 
establish the impact of the link road. It must establish 
the effect of extraction of sand and gravels on water 
flows and water chemistry on the SSSI Wolborough 
Fen Site, directly or indirectly. 

 

County Wildlife Sites 
A) Surveys and associated research work will be needed 

to study the impact of development and any 
subsequent urbanisation on:  

a) Conitor Copse County Wildlife Site and GHB activity 
therein.  

b) Decoy and Stray Park Meadow County Wildlife Site. 
 

Cirl Buntings 
a) Land at the adjacent area of the NA3 Wolborough 

allocation identified for development is currently under 
an Environmental Land Management Agreement (as 
mitigation for the South Devon Link Road (SDLR)) to 
provide territory for Cirl Buntings. Local ornithologists 
have reported the presence of Cirl Buntings across the 
wider area of the NA3 allocation. Therefore, it is essential 
that a full study of this area is conducted over a sufficient 
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period to determine the true situation. Rigorous on-site 
survey work must accompany any proposals. Change of 
use for use of this land must identify any impact on this 
species and what mitigation measures would be 
proposed. 

 

Other species 
A) Dormouse, Barn Owl and Lesser Horseshoe Bat (LHB) 

should be included in the assessment and special 
attention must be applied to the flyways and foraging 
from the LHB roost at The Priory in Priory Road, 
Abbotskerswell and other roosts identified in earlier 
surveys. 

 

Biodiversity Offsetting 
A) The ability to use biodiversity offsetting as a means of 

mitigation is limited due to DEFRA largely excluding 
SSSI and SAC sites from these measures.  

 

Active adoption of biodiversity offsetting is limited by: 
a) The results from the six trial biodiversity offsetting 

pilots and the following consultations have not yet 
been published. 

b) The offsetting process has no policy standard and is 
open to inconsistencies and is unenforceable. 

c) There is a need to improve and extend the scientific 
communities’ understanding of the implications of 
biodiversity offsetting across a wider diversity of habitats. 

d) There is a requirement to further ones understanding 
of management actions and timescales required to 
restore sites to fully functioning ecosystems and 
ensure provision for their long term sustainable long-
term maintenance and effective management. 

e) A need for a local examination of the moral and ethical 
aspects of offsetting and specifically the negative 
effect on the well-being of local communities. 

 

Arboreal Considerations 
A) There is a need for: 
a) Identification and retention of trees that are key 

features in the landscape within and adjoining the 
development site (in particular the routing of the link 
road needs careful consideration). 

b) Identification of the effect of tree removal on ground 
water flows, soil retention, air quality and habitat loss. 

c) Incorporating a maximum number of trees within any 
development proposal. 

d) A thorough assessment of how (c) can be developed to 
ensure that the presence of a wide variety of tree species 
will provide a measure of well-being to the residents of 
the development and the surrounding habitations. 

 

AIR QUALITY 
A) There is a requirement for scientific evaluation of how 

development will affect air quality within the proposed 
development and within the adjacent residential and 
non-residential areas.  

This should include: 
a) Present air quality data. 
b) Construction phase air quality data 
c) Post construction air quality data. 
d) Active and community agreed monitoring protocols. 
e) Predicted PM10, NO2, and other particulate levels pre 

and post development. 

f) Measures to be adopted to maintain or improve 
current air-quality levels 

 

NOISE POLLUTION 
A) This must include data on pre-construction, 

construction and post-construction noise levels. 
B) Measures to be adopted to maintain or improve on 

presents noise pollution levels. 
 

LIGHT POLLUTION 
A) The proposed development site is the only dark skies 

area readily available within the southern area of 
Newton Abbot parish boundary. The EIA must contain 
details about how this will be maintained, managed 
and monitored to the benefit of humans and wildlife 
species.   

  

NATIONAL PLANNING POLICY FRAMEWORK (NPPF)  
Finally, we refer you to the contents of “NPPF Chapter 11. 
Conserving and enhancing the natural environment” 
paragraphs 109 to 125 which set and define the context of 
our submission above. 
The planning system should contribute to and enhance the 
natural and local environment by:  

• protecting and enhancing valued landscapes, geological 
conservation interests and soils; 

• recognising the wider benefits of ecosystem services; 

• minimising impacts on biodiversity and providing net 
gains in biodiversity where possible, contributing to the 
Government’s commitment to halt the overall decline in 
biodiversity, including by establishing coherent ecological 
networks that are more resilient to current and future 
pressures; 

• preventing both new and existing development from 
contributing to or being put at unacceptable risk from, or 
being adversely affected by unacceptable levels of soil, 
air, water or noise pollution or land instability. 

 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council. 
 

4) Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan. 

1) Housing Needs Survey date required for 
refresher survey – Janice Alexander – Rural 
Housing Enabler has confirmed that a refresher 
survey can go back to the people originally 
identified in the initial survey and also to people 
already registered on Devon Home Choice. 

2) Cllr K Eales reported that the Local 
Development Framework plan final version will 
go out to the planning committee to be agreed 
and go to consultation by the end of the year.  
Wolborough Residents Association has found a 
company called Bioscan who have picked up on 
a HRA screening assessment submitted by TDC 
as having some flaws and not being complete,  
Sam Watson from Bioscan will be prepared to 
speak at a TDC Planning Committee meeting at 
a cost of £3,450.00 to include works in 
preparing for the meeting,  this cost will be split 
between the Parish Council and Wolborough 
Residents. Proposed by Cllr Mrs W Grierson and 
seconded by Cllr K Eales with all in agreement 
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to this being paid by the Parish Council with a 
grant being received from Wolborough 
Residents to cover half the sum. 

 

5) Correspondence – nothing to report 
 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated. 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written 

report attached to the minutes.  
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – nothing to report. 
c) Natural Environment  

a. Tree Warden Report – Stream by Ladywell 
Clearance of vegetation – C Cllr A Dewhirst 
confirmed he has asked the Community 
Payback team to attend to this if possible but 
has no date as to when it will be done. 

b. Tree in Grange Road – Lower branches are 
scraping large vehicles, Mark Waddams – TDC 
will be asked to take a look at this and advise – 
D Cllr Mrs M Colclough will speak to him direct. 

c. Allotments Report – no report given.  
d) Transport and Accessibility 

a. Emergency Planning Committee report – High 
vis jackets have been purchased.  

b. P3 Report – nothing to report.  
c. DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges.  

i. Caravan parked at Barnfield Terrace – this 
has now been moved.  

ii. Simon Birbeck is going to trim the 
branches back on the Oak Tree and 
Willow on the green.  

e) Economy and Employment – nothing to report.  
f) Community, Facilities and Assets 

a. Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – 
Cllr P Marino reported bonfire night on Sat all in 
order. An e-mail has been received regards an 
incident which occurred during a Netball Match 
when it was thought photos may have been 
taken by a member of the public from outside 
the pitch in houses adjacent – this has been 
referred to the Police.  Grants report – New Play 
Area, currently awaiting the decision on a grant 
application to SWWA through Viridor, if this is 
successful the funding will be just £18,000 short 
of the target to start work.  

b. Village Hall Report – Cllr P Marino reported 
building regs application to be submitted shortly.  

c. Volunteer Action Group. 
d. Consultations. 
e. Communications Committee Report. 
f. Repair Café in the Parish Rooms – the Parish 

Council are not convinced that the rooms 
would be right for this and cannot support the 
idea. 

g) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 
meetings or Committees. 
a. TALC. 
b. Stoneycombe Liasion.  

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1639 = £20.00 – Ashburton PO (Stamps). 
Cheque no 1640 = £288.88 (vat £48.00) – PKF Littlejohn LLP 

(External Audit). 
Cheque no 1641 = £34.42 (vat £2.84) – South West Water 

Business (Toilets). 
Cheque no 1642 = £48.00 (vat £8.00) – Clystnet Ltd. 
Cheque no 1643 = £68.40 (vat £11.40) – Coast 2 Coast Fire 

Protection Ltd (Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1644 = £259.41 (vat £5.92) – British Gas 

(Pavillion). 
Cheque no 1645 = £32.84 – E Clowes (Facebook Campaign). 
Cheque no 1646 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick October 

2018). 
Cheque no 1647 = £140.00 – Birbeck Landscapes (Grass 

cutting September 2018). 
Cheque no 1648 = £202.50 – David Wilds (Street Cleaning). 
Cheque no 1649 = £108.90 (vat £17.28) – Mrs W Grierson. 
Cheque no 1650 = £329.05 (vat £54.83) – C K Farrelly 

(Emergency Planning). 
Cheque no 1651 = £47.79 (vat £1.21) – British Gas (Toilets). 
Cheque no 1652 = £506.36 – Sharon Raggett (Wages October 

2018). 
Cheque no 1653 = £179.77 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning October). 
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1199 = £50.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1200 = £20.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1201 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1202 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1203 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1204 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1205 = £2,300.00 – Angelfire Pyrotechnics Ltd (vat 

£383.33) – Fireworks. 
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance October 2018 = £9.891.38 
Village Events Account – £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance October 2018 = £44,349.33 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 
 

Proposed by Cllr  P Marino & seconded by Cllr Mrs A Allen   
with all in agreement. 
 

8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council Meeting’s 
Agenda. 

9) ARA Draw October 2018. 
 

£50 – 618 – Mrs Gilbert – Priors, Slade Lane 
£20 – 518 – Mr S Richards – Abbots Barn, Slade Lane 
£5 – 473 – Adam Pressman – 13 Wilton Way 
£5 – 670 – Mrs E Davis – 1 Vicarage Road 
£5 – 741 – Wendy Turner – Palm Court, Stoneyhill 
£5 – 119 – Mrs J Brook – 35 Wilton Way 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.03pm  
Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 26th November  2018 @ 7.30pm. 
 
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS 
AND REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO 
THEM – PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607  
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2017 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr K Eales 
9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or marycolclough2@gmail.com 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 
8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956 or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 
31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

(Chairperson) Mrs W Grierson 
Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mrs Liz Clowes 
Mote Cottage, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell 

01626 332092 or liz_taylor@live.co.uk  

Cllr Mrs Ann Allen 
Tree Tops, 1 Forde Close, Abbotskerswell 

01626 330965 or annallen1000@gmail.com 

Cllr C Ward 
craigjward@yahoo.co.uk 

District Cllr D Smith 
Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 
Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 
34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 

How Do You Know It’s Christmas 
 

So how do you know it’s Christmas 
’Cause the sheep can always tell. 
They follow a little tradition and have for quite a spell. 
On Christmas Eve around midnight, the sheep, wherever they are, 
All rise in quiet unison and fixate on a star. 
And from their stirring comes a sound, a chuckling tra, la, la, 
That weaves and builds itself into a soft melodious baaa, 
Which carries like a dove’s lament when nights are very still, 
As if they’re calling for someone beyond a yonder hill. 
 

The legend herders passed on down attributes this tradition 
To one late night in Bethlehem, a heavenly petition. 
Wherein a host of angels came and lured them with a song. 
The herders left in haste, they say, and stayed gone all night long. 
Well, sheep don’t do too well alone. They’ve never comprehended, 
That on that night they waited up, the world was upended. 
 

So now when daylight shortens up and nights get long and cold, 
I make my check at midnight like we’ve done since days of old. 
And if I find the flock intent and standing all around, 
I listen for the heavenly host above their throaty sound, 
And scan the dim horizon in an effort to discern, 
The sign the sheep are seeking, that their shepherds will return. 
 

And I am but a watchman in this drama that replays, 
Around the earth this time of year, and so I stand and gaze, 
And though I see no special star or hear no sweet noel. 
I know it must be Christmas, ’cause the sheep can always tell. 

A poem by 
cowboy humourist 

Baxter Black, DVM 
Benson, Arizona 
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Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 
AGM and Season’s Review 
 

The club recently held its AGM at the club to look back on 2018 and set in place the new committee for 2019. It was a positive 
meeting with much to celebrate and an opportunity to say thanks to all who have made it yet another successful year at the 
Two Mile Oak. I have taken the liberty of including below much of the Chairman, Paul Mitchell’s report which contains a 
summary of all that has happened this season. 
 

My fourth year as your Chairman was a year full of ups with the occasional down but again filled with pride as our young sides 
performed fantastically well all summer. Our first team exceeded the pre-season expectations of some club outsiders and 
finished fourth in the DCL ‘A’ Division, a league we had been away from since 2014 and fought so hard to get back into. They 
won at the home of the league champions, Paignton, and were only a couple of wins away from another promotion. I have of 
course thanked and praised our captain, Charlie Hill, over the past month or two following his decision to stand down after 
three years at the helm. Two divisional championships and a fourth place finish in the ‘A’ division is a pretty mighty effort. The 
new captain for 2019 will be Nick Watkin. He joined us 12 months ago as player/coach and has in many ways changed the 
mind set from within with his motivational ways, enthusiasm and his ability with bat and ball to win matches. I am sure you 
will all join me in wishing Nick well and give him the 100% support he deserves. Individual performances throughout the 2018 
season saw Nick hit 627 league runs as well as taking 27 wickets. Sam Johnston, who we welcomed from Strathdale Maristians 
in Australia, hit 485 runs and took 19 wickets. We also welcomed other new players James Westlake (388 runs) and Sam 
Carpenter (19 wickets) who both made significant contributions. Noah Tobias headed the bowling charts with 28 wickets which 
included a remarkable performance at Brixham when he took 7-19. Elliott Adams again belied his years with plenty of runs 
(239) and wickets (16) whilst Eddie Smout-Cooper, who only turned 15 later in the season, donned the gloves for a full season 
and looks a fantastic prospect in that role as he already did with the bat. A special mention for Riccardo Small-Boyce who 
returned from a winter in Australia, via Barbados, for a third season with us and picked up 16 wickets to go with his 225 runs. 
It was a year that saw players step up from the seconds and make contributions too, with Dan Cowdry grabbing a five-wicket 
haul in only his second game and Charlie Smout-Cooper delivering with both bat and ball on more than one occasion. 
 

The second team started the season with Tom Heath in charge for the first time. The seconds, like the firsts, finished fourth in 
the ‘E’ West division and again were only a couple of wins away from a promotion place. Tom will remain in charge for 2019 
where he hopes a more settled side will see a promotion place become a certainty. Like the first team, the seconds are 
brimming with youngsters and that bodes well for the future. The batting stats were led by Taahir Bulbulia, a young Barbadian 
who came to join us part way through the season. Taahir scored 458 runs in his 12 innings, with the captain, Charlie Smout-
Cooper, Ian Jarman, Aidan Lightowlers, Dan Cowdry and Ben Cowdry all scoring over 200 league runs. Noah Tobias was the 
only century maker for the seconds on a day he could not travel with the firsts. On the bowling front Ben Cowdry topped the 
wicket-taking charts with 18, closely followed by new boy Chris Meikle with 17. Chris, along with Ian Jarman, Sam Hill and Dan 
Cowdry were fine new acquisitions to the club both on and off the field. 
 

Other highlights from the season saw the club win the Brockman Cup, with Elliott Adams becoming the youngest captain to lift 
the trophy in the competition’s 86 year history, taking the record from Charlie Mitchell who led us to success way back in 2015. 
The run up to the final included a win at neighbours Ipplepen, with young Elliott at his most hostile claiming 5-11 whilst the 
slighty older Paul Lightowlers then clubbed a quick-fire 50 to see us home in just 11 overs. In the final we broke records galore 
against Brixham: the total of 197-1 was a record, Charlie Smout-Cooper hit the finals highest ever individual score of 88 not 
out, the second wicket stand of 119 between Charlie and Elliott (77 not out) was a record and apparently I became the most 
durable winner in the competition history with a 36 year span between my first win and my latest win! Elliott also led us to the 
Arron Printers Cup final where we lost to Barton 1st XI.  
 

Off the field we continue with the updating of the clubhouse. New windows, a spruce up of both the home and away changing 
rooms and, with a new carpet on its way and some more internal refurbishment well under way, the clubhouse should be even 
more inviting to our members and guests in the new year. 
 

On the committee front, I would like to give a heartfelt thank you to Alison Andrew who is standing down as secretary after 
three years in the job. Despite son Tom moving to Bovey Tracey to play, Alison remained and has been a fantastic person to 
work alongside. I am sure you will all join me in thanking Alison. She has been replaced by Steve Cooper who is returning to the 
committee after a year off, a valued member of the committee. 
 

Under 10 Champions 
 

Our Under 10 superstars who have been together for a few years now have developed a great team spirit and no little skill 
under the enthusiastic guidance of Colts Manager Geordie Catley and his team of coaches. They won the South Devon Youth 
Cricket League in 2018 and received their awards from Jason Kerr the Somerset Coach at the recent league presentation 
evening. Are we looking at the Devon Cricket League Premier champions in 2028? Certainly the club is in good hands for the 
future and well done to all who have contributed to the success including the parents who have supported the team 
throughout. 
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The individual award for best bowler  
also went to one of the team Harrison Vickery 

 
100 Club 
 

As a fund-raiser the club runs a 100 Club draw. Each numbered square can be 
purchased for £5 per month. Half of the proceeds go towards the prize and 
the other half to the club. The draw takes place at our monthly committee 
meetings. It is easy to join as payments can be made by direct debit which can 
be set up on completion of the necessary form available from Steve Cooper 
our new secretary who runs the draw. His contact details are below. 
 
Indoor Cricket League 
 

Just a reminder that the club has entered teams in the Torbay indoor league. 
Matches are on Sundays and anyone who would like a game for exercise and 
fun is welcome to get in touch. I am sure we can accommodate you. 
 

For further information on the club please consult the website www.abbotskerswellcc.com, follow us on Facebook and 
Twitter, or contact the Chairman Paul Mitchell (abbotsccchairman@gmail.com), Vice Chairman Richard Codd 
(abbotsarmy@gmail.com) or Secretary Steve Cooper (s.j.c.cooper@btinternet.com). 
 

Andy Rose 
01626-351886 

Church House Christmas Day Lunch 
Would you like some company on Christmas Day? 

We invite you to come along to Church House and join us for a traditional Christmas lunch in a happy and festive 
atmosphere. Lunches have been served every Christmas Day for a number of years to village residents who are on 
their own or might otherwise find the day rather 
quiet, and who are glad of the opportunity to enjoy a 
delicious meal amongst convivial company. We can 
assure you of a warm welcome. 

If you would like to find out more Pat Mackness 
353529 will be happy to help and reserve a place for 
you. 

Can you help? 

We would also like to strengthen our team of 
volunteers to help with cooking and serving on 
Christmas Day. This is an opportunity to contribute 
to the community in a way which is most rewarding and enjoyable. If you are interested in helping, Pat Heath 
369416 would love to hear from you. 

http://www.abbotskerswellcc.com
mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsarmy@gmail.com
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Tough times for UK equities 
 

At the risk of the time between writing this and publication making a fool of me, I have been considering the effects 
Brexit is having on investments.  The FTSE has now fallen below 7000 wiping out a year’s gains. 

However, for investors needing income, the yields on UK shares are providing an income double that of most deposit 
accounts. If you can ride out the market fluctuations, your income from equities is likely to be relatively secure. 

Markets hate uncertainty, and Brexit, political problems caused by the Government’s reliance on a small party of 
Northern Irish MPs, and Trump’s spat with China, Russia and almost everyone else, we have plenty of uncertainty! 

• After a difficult run for UK equities, investors need to believe that neither a Labour Government 
nor a no deal Brexit is a possibility. 

A combination of a no-deal Brexit and a Labour government could deal a severe blow to the UK economy 

• The risk of both is relatively low, but continues to deter investors 
• A ‘Brexit bounce’ is a possibility should a deal be announced. 

So, it has been another dismal few months for UK equities. Attention may have been focused on emerging markets, 
but the UK Equity Income sector has been nearly as bad. This suggests recent, tentative interest in the UK from 
global investors may have been misplaced. 

The reasons are clear. Brexit is in the news daily with UK and European policymakers trading insults, each blaming 
the other for a lack of progress. UK corporates warn of the disaster inherent in a no-deal Brexit. Anti-Brexiteer doom 
merchants are promoting fears of food shortages, a lack of medical supplies, planes being grounded. There may be 
some risk, but one can only assume that some sanity will be found in the eu before March 2019! 

To re-embrace UK equities investors must believe two things: that there will be a deal and that there will not be a 
Labour government. Most investors appear to fear a Labour government – with its tax-and-spend, renationalisation 
programme – more than they do a no deal Brexit. Certainly, a combination of the two could deal a huge blow to the 
UK economy.  

A Labour government still looks relatively unlikely. There is a theory that voters have reached ‘peak’ Corbyn and are 
starting to recognise that many of his policies are not deliverable. At the same time, Theresa May’s government has 
unexpectedly clung on through some exceptionally rocky periods. It appears the Conservatives have recognised that 
a leadership election is still too risky to contemplate (though there are still several challengers lurking on the 
sidelines). However, even if the odds are 90/10 in favour of the Conservatives remaining in power, it is perhaps not 
enough for investors.  

What is clear is that there could be a major rally, in sterling and in domestically-focused UK equities should a deal be 
announced. It probably wouldn’t have to be a particularly good deal. Simply avoiding the cliff-edge would be good enough.  

There is considerable scope for a rally. The FTSE All Share has a dividend yield of over 4%, dividend cover at over 2x 
and a P/E ratio of just 12x. Almost no other developed market appears to offer that kind of value. The yield on the 
FTSE World index is just 2.5%.  

For investors, there is a lot of pain priced in, but that doesn’t mean it wouldn’t go lower on a no deal Brexit, and – 
potentially – the ensuing Labour government. However, for a brave investor, a ‘Brexit bounce’ remains a real possibility. 

The time to invest is when markets are down. The time to hang on to investments is when markets are down. 
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A great selection of food and 
drinks were served at the 
Fireworks evening, keeping 

everyone warm and well fed! 

Abbotskerswell Pre-School supplied hot 
drinks and delicious bakes and sweet treats. 

The Primary School PTFA 
supplied the BBQ and 
refreshments 

Orchard Café and Deli provided an 
array of food and toffee apples  
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ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. Visit and 
host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet for a Social 
evening and supper. Middle of each month usually in Church House. 
Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact Marilyn 
Whitefoot 361275 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Speakers on historical topics both local and further afield.  Contact: 
Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible lighting 
available to book. Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Thursday evenings from 7pm–
8pm. We would love to welcome some new members. You do not have to be 
musical – just be able to count to six! Contact Liz Smyth-Osbourne on 368400 or 
just come along to the church on Thursday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every Wednesday from 
7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs who is interested in the 
possibility of joining is welcome to come along preferably after contacting 
the Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and 
late May/early June. Contact: Nicola Smith 01626 332258 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation Area 
court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 2 Devon League sides 
on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly sides, with 
training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for boys and girls 
from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams 
from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 
07778-017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. We 
have working layouts in OO and N scale where members can run 
their own models. Refreshments available. Contact John Whitehead 
on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the Flood 
Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or sandbags to 
protect your property, then please contact Dave on: 01626 355541 or 
07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
1st Monday of the month 8.00pm in the Parish Rooms. Contact 
Sylvia Hallett on 01626 365411 

Abbotskerswell Knit & Natter Group 

Meet alternate Mondays in the Parish Rooms. Contact: Ann Allen on: 01626 
330965 

 

Parish Rooms—Free WiFi available 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  01803 614567 / Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–08:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES—SHOP & POST OFFICE 

Tel: 01626 333387 

Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626 361101 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

British Telecom Faults                  151 

Electricity Western Power 08456 012989 

Gas 0800   317960 

Water 0800   378937 

Street Lighting 0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council     01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council 01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden 01626 351378 

Dog Warden 01626 215881 

Crimestoppers 0800   555111 

Samaritans 01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital 01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital 01626 324500 

RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line 01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line 01626 833664 

National Express Coach 08705 808080 

Rail Information 08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter 01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth 01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre 01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema 08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre 01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn 01803 812717 

Locksmith 01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956

 (Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line 03444 111 444
 (Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College     01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School    01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your house 

name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

Mobile Library Van 2018 (Monday unless stated) 
 Abbotshill car park: 09.45–10.05 
 AK Village Centre: 10.15–11.00 
 The Priory: 11.05–11.50 
Mar 5th / Apl 6th (Fri) & 30th / Jun 1st (Fri) & 25th / Jul 23rd / Aug 20th / 

Sep 17th / Oct 15th / Nov 12th / Dec 10th & 31st 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

