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 Dear Reader 

We welcome Richard Whiffin to our committee this month as our 
new Church Representative and have to say a big thank you to 
Tim Collins for all his varied, thought-provoking articles and help 
with AbbTalk. Tim and Mary will be much-missed and we wish 
them all the very best for their move to Dawlish. 

A beautiful weekend for this year’s Open Gardens as you can see 
from the photos and as for the Scarecrows—an amazing array of 
inventiveness. Well done to all. Walk the trail and have a look. 

The School Summer Fair is coming on 7th July and of course the 
Garden Show on 4th August. A busy couple of months. Enjoy the 
summer. 

Ann Allen 
AbbTalk Editor 
annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 
Cover photo: taken by John Whitehead 

Next deadline for September issue 
Advertisements and Articles – August 15th 
Next delivery date – 1st & 2nd August 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Kevin Eales Chairman 
 (kevin@eales.eu) 

Zoe Truman Secretary 
 (zoe_truman@hotmail.com ) 

Lynn Howard Treasurer 
 (modelstores@btconnect.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Picture Editor  
 (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Richard Whiffin  Church Representative 
 (richardwhiffin@hotmail.com ) 

Diary Dates for July / August 
Abbotskerswell School  

Summer Fair ............................ 7th July page 14 

AbbPast ......................................... 9th July page 8 

Knit and Natter .............................. 2,16,30 Jul, 13 Aug 

39th Annual Garden Show ............ 4th August 

AK Cricket Club ..............................  ...........................page 26 
    Adults Training—Tuesday nights 
    Colts Training—Friday nights 
Car Boot Sales ............................... 1st Jul/5th & 27th Aug 
Messy Church ................................ 23rd Aug ............page 4 

Monthly Rainfall Totals 
2018 mm ins. 
January 137.0 5.39 
February 51.0 2.01 
March 238.0 9.37 
April 127.0 5.00 
May 35.0 1.38   
 

It seems as though 2018 is going to be a year of extremes 
after the wettest March (not forgetting the snow) and very 
wet April, May was heading for the driest month I have 
recorded until the last 2 days which more than doubled the 
previous 29 days rainfall. It was also a very warm month 
with temperatures up to 26 degrees. 

Kindly supplied by David Munden 

ABBOTSKERSWELL RIGHT ROYAL SCARECROW TRAIL 
 

1. ROYALLY RECYCLED -  1 FORDE CLOSE 

2. SCARECROW IN WAITING  
TO HER MAJESTY  -  50 WILTON WAY  

3. GORDON THE GAMEKEEPER -  49 WILTON WAY 

4. PRINCE LOUIS OF ENGLAND  
MEETS PRINCESS BONNIE  -  ORCHARD CAFÉ  
OF ABBOTSKERSWELL     AND DELI 

5. MAKING A RIGHT ROYAL SPLASH -  CROFT COTTAGE 

6. BERTIE THE BEEFEATER -  3-4 MODEL COTTAGES 

7. MR JERSEY ROYAL POTATO HEAD -  MODEL STORES 

8. QUEEN OF HEARTS -  4 MANOR ROAD 

9. ROYAL FAIRY GODMOTHER -  4 LABURNUM  
     TERRACE 

10. FLORENCE THE FLOWER GIRL  -  THE PRIORY  
(viewing may be limited to Priory Open Gardens  

and Village Show weekends) 
       

ABBOTSKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL GARDEN SHOW 
COMMITTEE WOULD LIKE TO THANK ALL THOSE 

VILLAGERS WHO HAVE TAKEN PART IN THE DISPLAY. 
WE HOPE THAT THEY MAKE YOU SMILE! 
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11am start for main Sunday Services 
Please see Current pattern of Worship for full details 

*********** 

“God is love, and where true love is, God is there” 
 

The church has made Christianity seem complicated – off 
putting to those who are not familiar with when to stand 
and when to sit. The church has also betrayed its founder 
horrendously over the years, provoking wars and abusing 
children for example. No wonder many good caring people 
want nothing to do with such hypocrisy. 

Jesus made it very simple “Love God (love Love !) and your 
neighbour as yourself”. 

In order to avoid the worry of knowing about rituals we have 
two services with none of that, just a loving community coming 
together in Church House to learn about God: 

1) Those aspects of Him/Her which are like a good 
parent. 

2) Jesus who as a man walked this earth and 
experienced all that we do and 

3) God as a loving Holy Spirit which can live in us and 
guide and empower us if that is what we want. 

On the second Sunday of every month ‘Fresh and Early’ 
provides a good breakfast, stimulates us to think and 
wonder, pray and sing, and is suitable for every age group. 

On a Thursday morning of every school holiday we have 
‘Messy Church’ – and with spilt paint and glue it is messy! 
This is also meant to be for all ages but has become mainly 
parents and young children (16 little people last time). This is 
lovely, but if in August others would like to join us we will 
provide other age appropriate activities. We end with a 
‘Jesus’ story, a song and then lunch together. 

So, if you think this world would be a better place with more 
love around – please join us. No one has to tow the line, just 
be interested to know more and to find the mutual support 
which helps us all to stick to our compassionate principles, 
and to feel that we are forgiven when we make mistakes, 
which we all do. 

Surely more real love around and less love of money would 
help us all. 

Real love heals both individuals and communities. 

Pat Heath 

 

Revd John Leonard 

The Churchwardens – Pam Wakeham and Guy Rogers – are 
closely involved in the future plans for the parish of 
Abbotskerswell after John Leonard retired at the end of 
June. If you have any questions or concerns, please contact 
them on the above numbers. 

We intend to maintain the current pattern of worship during 

the interregnum. 
 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly by 
church members. We will continue to do all that we can to 
meet the needs of others, during the time of being without a 
dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in people’s 
homes do so with the authority and support of the parish 
church and will pass to the clergy any need for additional 
spiritual support.  

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own support, 
then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church Warden (07526 
470080 ) or Pat Heath (01626 369416). 
 

Sunday Lunch  
1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have been 
providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of each 
month at Church House. This was the vision of Revd Gill Still, 
who recognised that for many people Sundays can be a little 
challenging. They may be on their own, or just find the effort 
of making Sunday lunch just one thing too much in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and talented 
volunteers have prepared, cooked and served over 3000 
traditional Sunday roasts, and a further six teams of sweet-
toothed connoisseurs have provided a choice of delicious 
puddings. The suggested donation is £6, with any profits 
being reinvested in Church House facilities, and as such have 
contributed to new chairs, a dishwasher and a refurbished 
kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact  
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 
 
Upcoming Events 

‘Messy Church’ – Thursday 23rd August from 10am in 
Church House. All welcome. 

 

Priest:  To be appointed  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
 Guy Rogers Tel: 01803 558058  

Please note our website: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church 

http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk
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Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful cakes. 
All ages are always welcome and a good time is had by all.  

Wed 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 
 Contact: Liz Smyth-Osbourne 01626 368400 
 lizsmytho@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  
We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 

 

1st Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Eucharist (BCP) 
A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 
An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

3rd Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

4th Sunday of the Month 

11am  Parish Praise 
A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

6pm (BST) Evensong (BCP) 

A non-communion sung service of the word, lasting about an 
hour. 

5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

11am  Eucharist (CW) at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 11am.) There are a number of occasional 
services throughout the year which are advertised at Church 
House, on our website and in AbbTalk. 

ABBOTSKERSWELL 
VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  
for Weddings, Discos, Parties, etc.,  

including kitchen use 
Payment in advance required  

One room all day ......................... £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ............ £45.00 
Two rooms all day  ...................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight .......... £90.00 
Use of bar ....................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour ............... £8.00 
Weddings fee ................................ £320.00 

includes lighting & heating  
Free WiFi 

Booking Enquiries:  Tel: 01626 351564 

Registered Charity No. 264508 

There is a box in St May’s Church  for the 
collection of non-perishable foodstuff for 
the Teignbridge Foodbank.  
All donations are gratefully received and 
the box is emptied regularly. Thank you. 

 

Love reading but you can’t 
get to your library 

The Home Library Service 
can bring BOOKS – CD’s etc to your door for FREE 

Contact 
KINGSKERSWELL LIBRARY 

01803 873723 

ABBOTSKERSWELL RIGHT ROYAL SCARECROW COMPETITION 
 

The scarecrows have now been officially judged and we have 1st, 2nd and 3rd place prizes  
to be awarded at the Annual Garden Show. 

 

If you think you can guess the correct order of the winning 3, AbbTalk have a competition and 
whoever guesses the correct result will receive a prize on the day of the  

Annual Garden Show, 4th August. 
 

Please email answers in order 1, 2, 3 to annallen1000@gmail.com  
Subject:  Winning Scarecrows  

Please include your name. Entries to be in by 27th July. 
 

Good Luck! 
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 Lunchtime Specials 
2 MEALS FOR £11.90! 

Mon-Fri Lunchtimes 
All meals on offer are from a selected menu 

 

Freshly prepared Sunday Roast from £6.45! 

 
OUR BARS ARE OPEN ALL DAY  

WE SERVE FOOD ALL DAY THURSDAY TO SUNDAY,  

LUNCHTIMES & EVENINGS MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY 

BOOKINGS ADVISABLE TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT  

PHYSIOTHERAPY 
AND PILATES 
CLINIC 
 

 

• Neurorehab (Stroke, MS, PD, 
Brain Injury) 

• Litegait walking therapy – improve 
your mobility 

• Chronic back/neck/joint pain 
• Functional Electrical Stimulation  
• Dizziness and balance problems 
• Pilates and more… 
 

Led by highly qualified, experienced 
Physiotherapists.  

 
Contact Jenny now for more information. 

 
Tel: 07775 844839 

email: senseabilitytherapy@gmail.com  
www.senseabilitytherapy.co.uk  

 
Based at Dainton Park Golf club, Totnes Road, 

Ipplepen, TQ12 5TN. Sense Ability Therapy Ltd, 
Company No: 9798257 

mailto:senseabilitytherapy@gmail.com
http://www.senseabilitytherapy.co.uk
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Council consults on ways to improve library services  
to rural and isolated communities 

Devon’s libraries attracted 2.7 million visits and welcomed over 135,000 
regular library users last year. 
     Devon County Council and charity Libraries Unlimited, which is 
commissioned to run Devon's libraries, says the high visitor numbers are a 
reflection of the broad range of services that appeal to a variety of audiences. 
     But while the diversity of services on offer in Devon’s public libraries has 
expanded beyond the traditional book lending service – with digital 
technologies such as 3D scanning and printing in FabLabs in Exeter and 
Barnstaple libraries; support for businesses and entrepreneurs; partnerships 
with health and wellbeing organisations; a growing range of arts and cultural 
events; and hosting local community activities – the county’s mobile library and 
outreach services in rural areas has remained largely unchanged. 
     Now, the Council wants to consider ways to increase take up in rural 
areas in order to reach more people who can't easily access Devon’s 50 
public libraries.  So it's launching a review to find out what people think 
is most important about mobile and outreach library services, to shape 
the design of an outreach service that better meets people’s needs and 
offers access to the wider range of library facilities. 
     Options could include extending the Home Library Service, which 
delivers books and audiobooks direct to people's homes. This service is 
currently intended for people who are unable to visit a library due to ill-
health or disability or are too frail to carry heavy books, but it could be 
extended to include other people who need it. 
     Alternatively, there could be transport arranged to take people to 
their nearest library. The Council could work more closely with local 
community transport providers to provide regular stops at libraries, so 
that people from outlying villages can access the full range of library 
services, including local events and activities. 

People can take part in the consultation by visiting devon.cc/librariesoutreach. You can complete the consultation online in any of 
our 50 libraries, and paper copies of the consultation are available at all our libraries and at mobile library service stops. The deadline 
for responses is 28 July 2018. 

 
 

 

 

Kerswella Care is a voluntary patient support service working with the support and guidance of 

Kingscare League of Friends in Kingsteignton (reg charity no 1174450) and we are based at the 

Kingskerswell Health Centre.  

 

Running in conjunction with Abbotskerswell’s existing community service, HEAR and HELP,  

both services have a team of volunteers who help provide a range of services to help enhance the lives 

of those in need in our community – particularly the socially isolated and housebound: 
 

• Befriending services 

• Transport services 

• Sitting services to support carers 

• Bereavement Counselling 

 

If you would like to know more about how we can help you or maybe someone you know,  

OR would like to discuss opportunities for volunteering, please do contact either: 
 

Gill Gould, the KERSWELLA CARE co-ordinator on 07554 667037 
 

OR  
 

Pat Heath, the Co-ordinator for HEAR and HELP ABBOTSKERSWELL on 01626 369416 

and we will be very happy to chat 

 

As we are a voluntary service and after fundraising, we do ask for small donations  

to cover our volunteers’ expenses 

http://devon.cc/librariesoutreach
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AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 

THE JUNE TALK: THE AMAZING DELIGHTS OF PERU 

This was a rather different talk for AbbPast, more of a 
travelogue than pure history, but fascinating all the same. 
We welcomed back a regular speaker for the group in Colin 
Vosper, who regaled us with the details of a trip to Peru 
and to the legendary mountain site of Machu Picchu, but as 
Colin said, more of that later.  

In 2009 Colin and his wife 
joined an organised group 
for a visit to Peru and he 
took his camera with him. 
The trip first took them to 
the capital city of Lima, a place 
he likened to Bournemouth, 
but with fog; so much fog 
that they harvest it with 
huge nets to collect water 
for irrigation. He showed us 

the examples of the poverty there as more mountain 
dwellers head for the city looking for work. Next they 
headed down the coast, to the Nazca desert and the weird 
Nazca Lines, the shapes cut into the desert, made by 
moving stones, that show pictures but only from the air! 
How they were made 2000 years ago nobody knows. 

The next trip was to the Ballestas Islands with their huge 
colonies of sea birds and where they harvest their 
droppings for guano, used as fertiliser, before heading into 
the Andes Mountains and arriving at Cusco at 11 300 feet. 
His photographs of Lake Titicaca and the reed islands were 
quiet brilliant, with the amazing coloured clothes worn by 
the local people who harvest reeds to keep adding to the 

floating islands, to keep them floating. The buildings at 
Cusco showed what skilled builders the Incas were with 
huge stones cut to fit together exactly, to make buildings 
such as the Saqsaywaman Fort. The Inca Empire of the 15th 
century, with its remarkable gold decorative pieces, was 
eventually overwhelmed by the Spanish who wanted all 
that Inca gold.   

The highlight of the talk was, without doubt, the shots of 
the Inca mountain settlement of Machu Picchu, shown in 
the picture on the left. Re-discovered again in the early 20th 
century by Hiram Bingham, it has been cleared and some 
buildings renovated to show how the Incas lived, complete 
with sun temple where they sacrificed animals and humans 
to the Gods. The views across the mountains were 
breathtaking. 

Colin showed us so much of Peru, with its people featuring 
in his photographs as well as the sites, such as the strange 
Maras salt pans high up in the mountains. It was a great 
mixture of history and travel and much enjoyed by the 
members. Our future topics are varied and interesting, so 
why not give it a go and join us for the evening; members 
and visitors are both welcome. 

 

Look at our website, www.abbpast.co.uk, and find out what 
we are up to. Don’t forget most of our five publications are 
available free in The Model Stores and Orchard Café. 

Our next meeting is on 9 July at 7.30 in Church House 
and features Ron Howell who returns to tell stories of 
marine archaeology with To Sail no More – the Story of 
a West Devon Ketch.  

Abbotskerswell Primary School PTFA 
 

As the end of the school year fast approaches, the PTFA is trying to squeeze in a few more things, to 

add to school experiences before taking a break for a few weeks.  

Not only has the community IT tuition started at school, which has proved very popular, but there are 

discos, ice poles at sports day, leavers’ barbeque and cake sales happening. I’m sure it wasn’t like this in my day! 

In addition, as you’d expect, preparations are well underway 

for the school summer fair. It’s one of our main fundraisers of 

the year and this year there are new ideas as well as some of 

the old favourites! It’s on Saturday 7th July from 12pm ‘til 

3pm, with much organised for children and adults alike. We 

hope lots of you will come along and join in the fun whether 

you have a current link to the school or not! 

Looking forward to seeing you on the 7th! 

PTFA  

United, devoted, for our children 

County Councillor Alistair Dewhirst talking to 

Headteacher Tim Hughes at the IT tuition session 
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Village Hall Voice 
 

Well it’s only a month to the Garden Show and preparations are well under way.  We are holding a couple of workshops at 
the school to give the children ideas for exhibits in their section. Thank you to Paula Simmons for her help in organising this 
for us and thank you to the school for their continued support with the show. The children’s section is open to all residents 
in the village so here is a reminder of the Classes. 
 

Under 5 years 5 – 11 years 
Creature Made of Clay, Plasticine or Playdough Creature Made of Clay, Plasticine or Playdough 
Jewellery Made from Any Material An Illustrated Story on a Piece of A4 Paper 
 Jewellery Made from Any Material 
 

11 – 15 years Under 16 years 
Handmade Bookmark Animal Made from Fruit and/or Veg 
A Decorated Egg Living Miniature Garden in a Container 
A Photograph of An Animal or Bird Best Edible Item Grown in a 20cm/8" Pot  

 

Entries can be brought in on Fri 3rd Aug between 5 and 7pm or on Show Day between 7.30 – 9.15am. 
Tea and cake will be available in the afternoon. There will be face painting and a plant stall along with the usual raffle. All 
profits from these will go towards our ‘Project Heat’ fund. Oh and “The Queen” will be in attendance. Intrigued???? We 
look forward to welcoming you all to the event. 
 

On Saturday 8th September, we are very pleased that Ann Sercombe and a team of volunteers are holding a Barn Dance at 
the hall. Again, all profits to be put towards the kitchen extension. We as a committee cannot thank them enough for the 
offer to put this in motion and welcome you to come along and support the event. 
 
Lynn Howard  
mobile no 07702092278  
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Tree Care Specialist 

Rob Ewers 

Tel: 07878265631 
robewers61@gmail.com 

 
Hedge Trimming & Pruning 

Tree Surgery & Felling 
Logs/Wood Chip Delivered 

Stump Removal 

Fully Insured ⚫ Free Estimates & Advice 

 
Design, Supply & Fit.  

Bedrooms. 
Bespoke Furniture. 
Worktop Changes. 

01626 206121 
07879 416504 

richard.heyward@hotmail.com 

 
27 Years Joinery, Kitchen Design, 
Manufacture & Fitting Experience 

TO ADVERTISE HERE 
email: annallen1000@gmail.com 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business - Established 1997 
 

Available for one off jobs, contracting 
and regular maintenance   

Weeding & Grass cutting, Hedges, 
Tree Surgery, Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing, Clearance, 
Restoration & General Tidying 

 

Free quote call Julian Seager  
01803 875260 

SEAGER GARDEN SERVICES 

PAINTER & DECORATOR 

 
07791 972585 

rharmer136@gmail.com 

Facebook: @RHarmerpandd 

 

http://www.rhkitchens.com
mailto:richardheyward@hotmail.com
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Cleaner Ovens 
Established in 2003 

Office: 
01626 363748 

Let us put the sparkle back into your Oven 
Prices from £45.00 

Telephone 

Chris Hallwood 

Freephone: 0800 5838463  Mobile: 07966 613160 

Kitchen Companion 
Helping men prepare the sort of food  

they really enjoy. 

Discover the pleasure of cooking  

in your own kitchen with the friendly 

support of an experienced cook.   

 A new hobby with delicious results!   

If you want to find out more or have an 

informal chat, with no obligations, 

 contact  

Fin Heath 

01803 812849,  07728 730275,    
fin.heath@hotmail.co.uk 

When contacting advertisers please mention AbbTalk 
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The Chimney Chief 

Nick Ashburn-Scott 
Certified Chimney Sweep 

 
07748343206 
 
nick@thechimneychief.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/thechimneychief 

 
• I specialise in Power Sweeping 
• Traditional Brush and Vacuum Sweeping 
• Chimney Inspections—CCTV Technology 
• Smoke Draw Testing 
• Advise on Woodburners and how to get the best use  

out of them 
• Bird Guards and Cowls fitted 
• Supply and Advise on Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

 
If you have any queries at all please do not hesitate to con-
tact me. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
www.thechimneychief.co.uk 

REGISTERED MEMBER 
www.instituteofchimneysweeps.co.uk 
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The 8th and 9th June saw the eleventh Open Gardens 
Weekend in the village. The event was blessed by good 
weather which helped to bring over 400 visitors to the 
village. Eight gardens and the village allotments were open 
which made for a full afternoon out. Some people who 
could not get round all the gardens on Saturday, came 
back on Sunday. There was much praise for the gardens and 
also for the warm welcome which visitors felt they 
received. 

ABBOTSKERSWELL 
OPEN GARDENS 

WEEKEND 
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A record £4000 was raised 
through tickets, plant sales and 
teas. All this money goes to 
the National Gardens Scheme 
which raises over £3 million a 
year for medical and caring 
charities. It is the largest single 
donor to both Macmillan and 
Marie Curie. 
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The gardeners are now taking a well-earned breather but will shortly 
start thinking about Open Gardens 2019! 

If you would like to join the team contact Brian Mackness at  
brianmackness@clara.co.uk  

mailto:brianmackness@clara.co.uk
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Abbotskerswell Pre-School 
The Village Hall, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF 

Monday, Thursday and Friday 9am–1pm Tuesday and Wednesday 9am–3pm  

For all children from the age of two 

NEWS 

Hi everyone,  

What a busy time of the year! The sun is shining and the 
children are full of activity. 

We have been busy watching things develop and change 
over time in our little growing area. Our annual Potatoes, 
Strawberries and Daffodils have appeared again.  And we’ve 
been planting and watering and waiting for some 
Sunflowers, Pansies, Sweetpeas and Nasturtiums to grow 
and produce flowers. I’m sure we won’t have to wait too 
much longer now.  

 

Some of our children have been learning all about their 
bodies through taking part in yoga. This teaches them about 
the importance of exercise and staying healthy and helps to 
improve strength, co-ordination and balance and they love it!   

We’ve been growing frogs! Our tadpoles have been a source 
of interest and fascination at preschool recently and the 
children have watched them grow into tiny froglets. We 
were lucky enough to be able to release them into a local 
wildlife pond and wish them good froggy luck in their new 
home. 

We have been making every effort to be more 
environmentally friendly here at preschool. We are recycling 
food, paper and plastics and have recently made our craft 
area even greener by reducing the amount of plastic based 
resources that we use. The results have been super creative 
children making the most amazing things.  
 

Emma 

E: abbotskerswellpreschool@hotmail.co.uk 
T: 07986519495                    W: abbotskerswellpreschool.org  
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The Puppy Farm—A story by Pam Wakeham 
 

They could hear him coming. He didn’t walk, he slouched and he was always early on Friday evening because he was off to the 
pub. He was paid to come in and feed them over the weekend but he never did. It would be 10am at the earliest on Monday 
before he turned up. 

There were 12 of them shut in cages in the shed. All different breeds, all just to produce puppies. The shed was hidden in 
a wood behind an old farmhouse, rented out to a couple of con merchants. As the door was unbolted they all retreated to the 
back of their cages because if they tried to eat before the cage door was shut they got a nasty smack on the head with the ladle. 

The boy slammed each door shut and jabbed a metal pin down into a catch to lock it. 
Emma, a Labrador Retriever on the end of the line noticed the pin had gone down outside the catch on her door. The lout 

went out, locked the shed door and hurried off. Emma had long noticed the bottom of one plank behind the door moved when 
he slammed it. Waiting until she heard his car wheels spinning and going away, she cautiously pushed at her door and stepped 
out of her cage, watched enviously by the others. She walked over to the plank, which was quite rotten. She put a paw under it 
and pulled. It snapped right off. She could get through it but what about the others, she went back to the next cage, clamped 
her jaws over the pin and lifted her head. It came out right away. She worked her way down the line and out they all came. 
Heading for the hole she wriggled through followed by all the others. Somehow she knew the way to go so she led the way 
through the trees. She had been grabbed from the garden where she lived, thrown into the back of a big van along with three 
others and brought to this puppy breeding farm. 

They trailed through the wood and along a big field, through several more and onto a small moor. They could hear traffic 
nearby but kept well away. Coming to the end of the moor it was dark now but they kept going. Later in the night they came up 
to an all night café. They were hungry by now and crept silently down the bank, under and around big lorries to the back, 
sniffing around the back door. It suddenly opened and a lady came out with a bag of rubbish. Emma sat down, so the others did 
the same. The lady stopped dead in her tracks. It was like looking at a dozen garden statues. She leaned back and shouted, “Hey, 
Kath, come and look at this”. She did and both were very perplexed. Emma lifted a paw as though to shake hands, “they’re 
hungry” said Kath “but what can we give them? Ah, I know” and she disappeared, reappearing a couple of minutes later with a 
large tray of meat burgers. “You can’t” said the first one. “Well they got burnt didn’t they?” said Kath with a crafty grin. “Had to 
throw them out didn’t we”. The dogs tucked in and the tray was soon empty. Then with a grateful woof Emma led the line of 
dogs back up the bank and the still puzzled ladies shook their heads and went back inside. Ten minutes later the dogs found a 
nice patch of ferns and curled up for the night. They had been out about ten hours by now. 

The next morning they woke with the sun warming their backs and off they went again. They all looked to Emma to lead 
the way for somehow she knew where to go. They kept out of sight by going along or through hedgerows. About noon they 
came to a railway line. Emma thought it was vaguely familiar and kept along the bank. Later she heard a car and then a rattling 
noise and knew she was right. They went downwards and there was a crossing. She started barking and got all their attention, 
then bolted across, the others automatically following, turned right down a lane, then up a track. About to go into a field at the end 
she realised it was full of cows and changed her mind. Looking around she spied a badger track and off they went along the top of the 
bank. Mid-afternoon they came out on top of a hill and there in the distance was a town. Emma sat down and stared, she just 
knew she was half way home. They went on again until dark, found a nice patch of hay where cows had been fed and being very 
weary they curled in a big heap and slept. On Sunday morning they woke to another sunny day. They were hungry but there was 
nothing. Over more fields, down banks, over a stream, a couple of by-roads and down a lane, Emma knew she was nearly there. 

It was still pretty quiet as they entered the town. Quite a few faces broke into smiles as they watched the line of dogs 
trotting through the streets. Turning a corner Emma’s heart began to race for there was the crossing into the park. Reaching the 
edge of the road they all sat down and waited for the few cars to stop, then over they went to everyone’s amusement. Now in 
the park Emma let out a great woof and off she went with the pack yapping behind her. At the far side was another crossing 
where once again they sat, with the little dogs glad to stop. Crossing safely, Emma turned right and bolted for the fifth house 
down. She skidded into a familiar gateway and headed for a front door she hadn’t seen for 12 months. Barking with happiness 
she rattled the door then shot to the lounge window, stood on two legs and barked full throttle at the glass. The children saw 
her first, then screaming “It’s Emma, it’s Emma!” they bolted for the front door, followed by two stunned parents. Emma threw 
herself at them and then of course was followed by a small tidal wave of very happy dogs. Tails wagging, leaping excitedly 
around, it was bedlam. But soon seven were ensconced on the sofa and the others in the 
armchairs blissfully happy at such wonderful comfort. A bewildered father was dispatched to 
the shops for a load of dog food. The dog warden and police were called and the house 
became full up. Once they had been fed it all became a bit quieter with the majority falling 
asleep on the sofa. Many were micro-chipped and owners contacted. Five turned up within the 
hour and very emotional reunions took place. All but two were matched to lost dog pictures 
and collected during the day. 

The story made the local news media along with quite a few photos taken on mobiles as 
they trotted through the streets. The two café ladies came forward and told their story. By 
now they had heard about a puppy farm and within hours the police had tracked it and carried 
out a raid. But all they found were signs of a hasty departure and the open shed. 

Putting it all together it was estimated the dogs had walked about 30 miles. But the big 
question was, how had Emma known the way to get home?  

Now living with only the two unclaimed dogs only Emma could answer that one, but strictly speaking she didn’t know either! 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
Monday 21st May 2018 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.55pm following the AGM 
 

Present Cllr K Eales, Cllr Mrs A Allen, Cllr P Marino, Cllr C 
Ward, C Cllr A Dewhirst, Cllr K Farrelly, Cllr Mrs M 
Colclough. 
 

In Attendance 2 members of the Public, Mr Nick Taylor – 
Allotments. 
 

Apologies for Absence – D Cllr D Smith, Cllr Mrs W Grierson, 
Cllr Mrs L Clowes, Mr John Lewis (Tree Warden). 
 

Declarations of interest  
In the absence of the Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson, the 
Vice-Chairman,  Cllr P Marino took the meeting. 
 

1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 30th 
April 2018, Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting – 
Monday 30th April 2018 – proposed by Cllr Mrs A 
Allen & seconded by Cllr C Ward with all in 
agreement and duly signed by the Vice-Chairman – 
Cllr P Marino. The Annual Parish Minutes will now go 
into AbbTalk to form the Annual Report to all 
Parishioners.  

 

2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes).  
a) Police report – one crime reported in Abbotskerswell 

last month. 
 

3) Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council 
 

a) Application no 18/00893/FUL – Mr & Mrs Moss – 10 
Manor Gardens – Single storey extension to the 
north west elevation and enlarge dormers to south 
west elevation.  No objections from the Parish 
Council – proposed by Cllr K Eales & seconded by 
Cllr Mrs A Allen with all in agreement.  

b) Application no 17/01542/MAJ – Messrs Rew – Land 
at Wolborough Barton, Coach Road – Mixed use 
outline development up to 1,275 dwellings, primary 
school, employment space, 2 care homes – carried 
forward to the next meeting for further discussion.  

 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council. 
 

a) Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – 
Application no 18/00739/FUL – Mr & Mrs Dubash – 
The Potteries, Court Grange – Extension to replace 
conservatory. 

 

4) Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr K Eales reported regards 

Conitor House, the top floor is currently rented and 
occupied and has no planning permission and flood 
lights have been left on at night, these matters have 
been drawn to TDC attention and progress is being 
monitored.  

1) Housing Needs Survey – CCD have been asked 
to revisit the people in need which were 
flagged up in the original survey to see if they 
are still looking for housing.  

 

5) Correspondence  
a) Abbfest – request for sponsorship – £100 from the 

Parish Council and £50 from the ARA.  
b) b) Rural Aid – Application for new Playground 

Facilities – if the Village Hall are unable to go ahead 
with an application for the new Kitchen the 
Playground will be applied for.  

 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written 

report attached to the minutes.  
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – Cllr Mrs M Colclough reported – AGM has 
been held and the new Chairman is Avril Kerswell & 
Richard Keeling as Vice-Chairman. The Council now 
consists of Conservatives – 24, Liberal Democrats 16 
and Independants 6 members. 

c) Natural Environment  
d) Tree Warden Report – nothing to report.  
e) Allotments Report – Nick Taylor reported AGM 

held, points to action on Oak Tree down at 
field which needs attention – Cllr K Farrelly 
confirmed he will contact Simon Birbeck with a 
view to pruning the tree down and remove the 
brambles which have grown into the fence.  
Side entrance gate will be made safer and 
easier to access – AP Building Services will look 
to making a path of slabs before the winter 
when it becomes very muddy.  

d) Transport and Accessibility 
a) Emergency Planning Committee report – Cllr K 

Farrelly reported some more shovels and high 
vis will be purchased with the rest of the 
Communities Together grant money.  Grit bins 
and Salt Bags will be replenished by DCC. 

b) P3 Report – nothing to report.  
c) DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges – C 

Cllr A Dewhirst confirmed additional money 
from central government has come in for the 
Pothole Action Fund, Wilton Way will be 
patched to be resurfaced next year.  

e) Economy and Employment – nothing to report. 
f) Community, Facilities and Assets 

a) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report 
– Cllr K Farrelly reported that the soil mound 
at far end of pitch will cost approx £400 to 
remove and flatten this out. Proposed by Cllr K 
Eales and seconded by Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
with all in agreement that this goes ahead. 
Fencing has gone up to stop people breaking 
into the courts.  Meeting to look at funding for 
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the playground has been organised.  Entrance 
from carpark to allotments needs to be 
hatched to stop people parking and blocking 
the gate. Football Club problems have been 
occurring again with bad language during 
matches from other teams, this has been 
reported to the Devon FA.  

b) Village Hall Report – Cllr P Marino reported 
that a planning application has now been 
submitted. Fire extinguishers and PAT testing 
now being undertaken.  

c) Volunteer Action Group – nothing to report.  
d) Consultations – Cllr K Eales reported on the 

various consultations which are currently 
underway and which he is reviewing, various 
documents will be circulated to Cllrs in due 
course as needed. Echo locators for Bats have 
been deployed at certain positions within the 
Parish which are recording data which will be 
analysed by Devon Wildlife Trust. TDC local 
plan housing numbers are noted as not being 
an accurate number as there is an over 
provision of houses.  

e) Communications Committee Report – nothing 
to report. 

g) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 
meetings or Committees. 

a) TALC – nothing to report. 
b) Stoneycombe Liasion – nothing to report. 
 

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1586 = £45.00 – David Wilds (Weed Clearance). 
Cheque no 1587 = £77.58 (vat £3.69) – EDF (Parish Rooms 

Electric). 
Cheque no 1588 = £73.04 (vat £12.14) – EDF (Pavillion Electric). 
Cheque no 1589 = £129.27 (vat £21.49) – EDF (Tennis 

Courts Electric). 
Cheque no 1590 = £265.00 – Birbeck Landscapes (Grass Cut). 
Cheque no 1591 = £17.00 – NALC (Annual Sub). 
Cheque no 1592 = £48.00 (vat £8.00) – Clystnet Ltd. 
Cheque no 1593 = £40.64 – SWWA (Toilet Water). 
Cheque no 1594 = £15.38 (vat £1.31) – SWWA (Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1595 = £57.73 – SWWA (Allotments). 
Cheque no 1596 = £523.94 – Sharon Raggett (Wages May 

2018). 
Cheque no 1597 = £44.94 (vat £7.49) – CK Farrelly (Toilet 

Repair). 
Cheque no 1598 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick May). 
Cheque no 1599 = £120.00 (vat £20.00) – WS Howard & 

Sons Ltd. 
Cheque no 1600 = £190.88 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning May & 

Materials). 
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1166 = £5.00 – Mrs P Call (Draw Cheque 
replacement). 
Cheque no 1167 = £50.00 – ARA Draw. 

Cheque no 1168 = £20.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1169 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1170 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1171 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
Cheque no 1172 = £5.00 – ARA Draw. 
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance May 2018  = £8,382.38 
Village Events Account – £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance May 2018 = £37,972.81 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 

 

Proposed by Cllr K Eales & seconded by Cllr P Marino with 
all in agreement. 
 

8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council Meeting’s 
Agenda. 

9) ARA Draw – April  & May 2018 to be drawn at June’s 
Meeting.  

 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.15pm  
 

Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms 
– Monday 25th June  2018 @ 7.30pm.  
 
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS 
AND REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM 
– PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607  

2017 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr K Eales 
9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or marycolclough2@gmail.com 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 
8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956 or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 
31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

(Chairperson) Mrs W Grierson 
Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mrs Liz Clowes 
Mote Cottage, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell 

01626 332092 or liz_taylor@live.co.uk  

Cllr Mrs Ann Allen 
Tree Tops, 1 Forde Close, Abbotskerswell 

01626 330965 or annallen1000@gmail.com 

Cllr C Ward 
craigjward@yahoo.co.uk 

District Cllr D Smith 
Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 
Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 
34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 
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Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 
Well done the Colts, their managers and coaches 
 

For this month pride of place must go to the younger 
members of our club. The under 10s still remain unbeaten. 
They are a highly talented group bursting with enthusiasm 
and are reaping the rewards of having played together for 
several years. What is more they are representing the club 
in the best spirit of the game. This is not just my opinion. 
We have received this email from a parent who was rightly 
impressed. 
 

Dear Mitch and Geordie, 

Can I just say what an absolute pleasure it was to see the 
U10s showing their cricketing skills tonight. More 
importantly though, and the thing that genuinely brought a 
lump to my throat was their attitude. 

Bovey fielded a team of U8’s and U9’s I think, many of 
whom had never played cricket before, some of whom it 
was their second game. 

Abbots decided to show them how cricket should be played. 

Cameron, the wicket-keeper, made sure that every batsman 
was standing correctly and holding their bat properly. He 
reminded them gently between balls where to put their feet 
and where to stand again. Each bowler as they came in made 
sure the non-striker was standing properly and ready to run. 
When bowling they bowled respectfully so that they could play 
good balls and so build their confidence. And when their 4 
overs were up Abbots clapped the Bovey batsmen off. 

At the end of the game they formed a tunnel and gave 
Bovey three cheers. There was little prompting from the 
coaches – it was all their idea. The Bovey manager at 
several points during the game said he had never seen a 
game played with such sportsmanship or positive spirit.  

Credit must go to the players but also to the managers and 
helpers who have instilled such good practice in to the 
youngsters. Parents can know their children are in good 
hands so do come along on Fridays from 6:00–7:00pm. 
Also, while the youngsters play, have a beer and some food 
from the barbecue while unwinding at the end of the week. 
To know more and contact the manager Geordie Catley 
(coltsabbotscc@gmail.com). 
 
Well done to County players 
 

The club is also proud of its representative cricketers. Club 
Chairman Paul Mitchell recently posted a message on 
Facebook praising their achievements which is worth 
reproducing here. 

Sometimes we overlook the achievements of our favourite 
sons. 

Today for example we saw Elliott Adams a key first team 
player and an ever present in the county youth set up since 
he pretty much picked up a cricket ball, play his part in a 
thrilling tie for Devon under 17s against Worcestershire 
under 17s. 

Then there was the now not so little Eddie Smout 
Cooper representing the county Under 15s v Somerset and 
scoring a few runs too. 

Still an Abbots boy at heart, Toby Codd who is now first 
team skipper at Bovey Tracey, is now a nailed on selection 
in all forms for the full county side and did more than a 
decent job in their win over Berkshire in the minor county 50 
over competition. 

 

 

 

Young Cooper Catley 
got his first Devon cap 
in Dorset for the 
County Under 10s. 
Alfie and Haz have 
also played for South 
Devon District U9s.  

 

 

 
Then there is of 
course Andy Rose who 
still turns it in for the 
Devon Over 60s in the 
National 2nd XI County 
Championship. 

We are not doing too 
badly. Well done you 
guys. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Elliott Adams 

Alfie & Haz 

Cooper Catley 

mailto:coltsabbotscc@gmail.com
https://www.facebook.com/elliott.adams.37?fref=gs&dti=326479134148432&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008418649234&fref=gs&dti=326479134148432&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100008418649234&fref=gs&dti=326479134148432&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/toby.codd.56?fref=gs&dti=326479134148432&hc_location=group
https://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=100012029118653&fref=gs&dti=326479134148432&hc_location=group
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Mid-Season Progress 
 

Having played the three top sides in our opening four 
matches the First XI have been relishing playing slightly less 
tough opposition in recent weeks and have had three very 
satisfying wins to lie fourth in Division A, which is a highly 
satisfying position to be in – 14th best in the County for a 
small village club! Nick Watkin the coach and Charlie Hill 
the captain have instilled a great team spirit in the side so 
that everyone knows that on any given day they can 
contribute significantly to the overall performance. Nick has 
led from the front with his application and steadiness 
taking 5 for 15 in the most recent victory over Bideford who 
were bowled out for 123. He also made 24 not out in 
steering Abbots home by 7 wickets. This complemented 
similar knocks against Chudleigh and Cornwood. Though 
Abbots lost by 7 wickets against Cornwood opener James 
Westlake in his first season since his transfer scored 59, his 

first half century for the club. He has scored two more in 
the next three wins, 52 in the five wicket win over 
Chudleigh and 55 v Bideford. The bowling honours have 
been shared around, though another recruit this season 
colt Sam Carpenter led the way with 4 for 22 against 
Chudleigh. Another colt Elliot Adams with 3 for 6 helped 
Nick Watkin demolish Bideford’s batters. However the 
highest honour this month goes to Noah Tobias who took 
an amazing 7 for 19 in his 9 over allocation as Brixham were 
humbled for 96 which Abbots quickly knocked off for 
another 7 wicket win. This confidence gained has spread in 
to the T20 cup competition where Abbots are through to 
the semi-final v Bovey Tracey. 
 

In the corresponding period the seconds have won once, 
lost two and had a memorable tie against Plymstock with 
both sides scoring 194. Charlie Mitchell  playing for the 
seconds because of work commitments made 91 but yet 
another colt recruit Dan Cowdry had a day to remember as 
he took a hat-trick in his 3 for 33. Dan featured with the bat 
scoring 35 against Tavistock though brother Ben went one 
better scoring 40 not out. Newcomer Taahir Bulbulia made 
his debut too scoring 50 exactly. However the final total of 
210 fell short of Tavistock’s 238 for 7. A poor display against 

Hatherleigh (an 8 wicket loss) was put behind the side in 
their last game. Having struggled to 109 all out the bowlers 
and fielders dug in and dismissed Plympton 3rds for just 82. 
Ben Cowdry led the way with 3 for 3 and the returning Josh 
Morgan took 3 for 29. The T20 cup competition has also 
gone well for the team. Runs from Charlie Smout Cooper 
and captain Elliott Adams led to a comfortable win against 
Babbacombe in the semi-final and at the end of June the 
side play Brixham in the final. 
 

Another successful Sunday friendly was played against 
Cockington. Congratulations to the three half-centurions, 
Phil Hodgson with his first for the club, colt Eddie Smout 
Cooper and Jamie Lock who was playing his first game for 
Abbots for 7 years! Special mention must go to youngster 
Josh Hudson who took his first senior wicket. Well bowled 
young man. 

Car Boot Sales 
 

Many thanks to all who supported the two car boot sales in 
May. The weather was kind and we had a couple of really 
successful days with bumper attendances. The next Bank 
Holiday Sale is not until Monday 27 August. In the 
meantime, due to popular request, we are holding two 
Sunday car boot sales – Sunday 1 July and Sunday 5 August 
midday until 4:00pm. 
 
Details of club events can be found on our club website 
www.abbotskerswellcc.com and you can keep up to date 
with the progress of our league sides on the Devon 
Cricket Board League website. For any other information 
please contact the Chairman Paul Mitchell 
(abbotsccchairman@gmail.com) or the Secretary Richard 
Codd (abbotsarmy@gmail.com) or better still come along 
to the ground. You wil always receive a warm welcome. 

Andy Rose  
01626-351886 

Brockman – Elliott hits a six 

http://www.abbotskerswellcc.com
mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsarmy@gmail.com


 

28 

A story of determination and hope 

Bea was referred to Amity Veterinary Care by her previous vets due to an unknown illness causing her to be lethargic 
and losing weight. 

Bea is normally a playful, cheeky ferret taking herself on adventures around 
her owners’ house often being found curled up asleep looking adorably cute 
in various drawers around the house. When Bea became seriously sick, her 
owners knew they had to do everything possible to make her well again. 

After a full examination, it was still unclear as to what was causing Bea’s 
discomfort. Dr Lennon Foo carried out a blood test and placed her on fluids 
to rehydrate her. She was monitored closely throughout the night. 
However, despite being hydrated, Bea was still very sick the following day. 
With blood tests not revealing anything specific, Bea’s caring owners 
decided to take the next step and have an x-ray. On close inspection, the x-
ray revealed a very gassy stomach. In addition, a pea-sized object could now 
be felt. At this point, a foreign body obstruction was suspected. Without 

hesitation, Bea’s owners opted to have the surgery to save her life. 

Lennon removed the obstruction successfully and examined other organs to 
ensure no damage had been done by the foreign body. Bea was placed in her 
recovery unit, fluids administered and monitored again throughout the night. 
Although the recovery from anaesthetic was long, by the morning she was 
back on her lively little feet, eating and playing, almost completely symptom-
free. 

Bea was able to continue her recovery at home later that day. Her owners 
were determined to get her better again and with a little help from Amity Vets 
she is well on the road to recovery and getting back to her mischievous ferret life. 

It just goes to show that no matter how big or small our animal companions 

are, they are family. It’s not what we do but how we do it. Family Matters. 
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Abbotskerswell Duck Race 
In spite of light rain in the morning, the 
weather improved during the afternoon 
when 425 plastic ducks were launched by 
Alexa and John into the stream at the 
playing fields in Abbotskerswell.  Due to the 
recent dry weather the ducks made a slow 
procession down to the finish line watched 
by attentive spectators including visitors 
from Belgium who were intrigued by what 
was happening. 
 

Along with the duck race, refreshments of 
tea, coffee, soft drinks and a delicious array 
of home-made cakes were on offer in 
Church House along with a raffle and name-
the-duck competition. 
 

Thanks are due to all who helped make the 
day a success including the ladies from the 
Social Committee for providing refreshments, 
donors of cakes and raffle prizes, helpers at 
the stream and all those who came along to 
support the event and purchase a duck. 

£550.45 was raised  
towards the upkeep of  

St Mary's Church. 

Winning duck numbers were 
  
1st £25 115  Kath  
    (Paignton Hospital) 
2nd £10 388  Xanthe Leach 
3rd £5 135  Theresa Bovey 
4th £5 1  Sam Robinson 
5th £5 318 Val Hurst 
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Focus on Taxation 
 
What are the main changes to taxation of savings interest from April 2018?  
 

This is an issue which affects a huge number of consumers. 
 

• From 6 April 2017, collective investments have had interest on savings and dividends paid gross, 
leaving the investor responsible for reporting to HMRC.  

• The dividend allowance reduced from £5,000 to £2,000 from 6 April 2018. No tax is payable within 
the allowance and no reporting is required.  

• If dividend payments for the current year are between £5,000 and £10,000, HMRC must be 
notified. For dividends received above £10,000 a tax return is required.  

• Interest from non-equity investment funds in collective investments was, until last year, paid net 
of basic rate tax of 20%. Following the introduction of the new Personal Savings Allowance (PSA), 
interest in collective investments is generally paid gross. The PSA provides basic-rate taxpayers 
with £1,000 of savings allowance and higher-rate taxpayers with £500 allowance. There is no 
savings allowance available to additional rate tax payers. 

• Where interest from savings and dividends is above the available allowances, the individual must 
report to HMRC. This includes interest, whether distributed to the individual or accumulated 
within the investment. 

• Where income is from employment or pension, the individual can either request an amended tax 
code, resulting in tax being deducted automatically, or if a tax return is being made, report the 
interest on the return.  

• HMRC can be contacted through their helpline and previous years’ overpaid tax can be reclaimed 
up to four years from the relevant tax year. 

 

While Individual Savings Accounts (ISAs) offer valuable benefits during an investor’s 
lifetime, some people are not aware that ISAs are subject to inheritance tax like most 
other investments. 
 
Most investors value the tax-free growth and income provided by their ISAs, but many are not aware of the 
inheritance tax their families will have to pay on these investments when they die. The first £325,000 of an 
individual’s estate is currently inheritance tax free, but everything over this threshold will be taxed at 40%. This could 
be of concern for investors who have accumulated large sums in ISAs over the years. 
 
There are a number of well-established ways to reduce or potentially even eliminate the amount of inheritance tax 
your loved ones are required to pay. Examples include gifts, trusts and making the most of investments that qualify 
for Business Property Relief. 
 
There could be another solution for ISA investors facing this problem. It is a plan which aims to eliminate inheritance 
tax on the investment after just two years, in return for taking the risk of investing in smaller companies. And the 
investment will stay within an ISA wrapper. 
 
Please contact David Hedge on 01626 360654 to discuss your options in more detail. 
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More of  

Abbotskerswell’s  

Amazing 

Right Royal  

Scarecrows 
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ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. Visit and 
host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet for a Social 
evening and supper. Middle of each month usually in Church House. 
Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact Marilyn 
Whitefoot 361275 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Speakers on historical topics both local and further afield.  Contact: 
Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible lighting 
available to book. Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Wednesday evenings from 
7pm–8pm. We would love to welcome some new members. You do not have to 
be musical – just be able to count to six! Contact Liz Smyth-Osbourne on 368400 
or just come along to the church on Wednesday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every Wednesday from 
7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs who is interested in the 
possibility of joining is welcome to come along preferably after contacting 
the Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and 
late May/early June. Contact: Nicola Smith 01626 332258 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation Area 
court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 2 Devon League sides 
on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly sides, with 
training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for boys and girls 
from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams 
from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 
07778-017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. We 
have working layouts in OO and N scale where members can run 
their own models. Refreshments available. Contact John Whitehead 
on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the Flood 
Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or sandbags to 
protect your property, then please contact Dave on: 01626 355541 or 
07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
1st Monday of the month 8.00pm in the Parish Rooms. Contact 
Sylvia Hallett on 01626 365411 

Abbotskerswell Knit & Natter Group 

Meet alternate Mondays in the Parish Rooms. Contact: Ann Allen on: 01626 
330965 

 

Parish Rooms—Free WiFi available 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  01803 614567 / Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–08:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES—SHOP & POST OFFICE 

Tel: 01626 333387 

Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626 361101 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

British Telecom Faults                  151 

Electricity Western Power 08456 012989 

Gas 0800   317960 

Water 0800   378937 

Street Lighting 0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council     01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council 01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden 01626 351378 

Dog Warden 01626 215881 

Crimestoppers 0800   555111 

Samaritans 01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital 01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital 01626 324500 

RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line 01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line 01626 833664 

National Express Coach 08705 808080 

Rail Information 08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter 01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth 01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre 01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema 08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre 01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn 01803 812717 

Locksmith 01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956

 (Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line 03444 111 444
 (Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College     01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School    01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your house 

name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

Mobile Library Van 2018 (Monday unless stated) 
 Abbotshill car park: 09.45–10.05 
 AK Village Centre: 10.15–11.00 
 The Priory: 11.05–11.50 
Mar 5th / Apl 6th (Fri) & 30th / Jun 1st (Fri) & 25th / Jul 23rd / Aug 20th / 

Sep 17th / Oct 15th / Nov 12th / Dec 10th & 31st 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

