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1st March 2018 

With the unprecedented weather event of the 
‘Beast from the East’ followed by ‘Storm Emma’ 
we received many amazing snowy photos taken 
all around the village by our lovely residents. 

 

For the images on our cover and throughout this 
issue our thanks go to: 

 

Pam Adair, Richard Gale, Jo Ismaili,  
Bjorn and Frances Lonngren, Abby Lopez,  

Adelle McCann, Vanessa O’Hara, Max Piper, 
Daniel Plummer, Mandie Redfern,  

John Whitehead, Lindsey and Gary Wills. 
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Dear Reader 

As I write this I’m watching the ‘mini Beast from the East’ send us 
yet more snow! Surely we’ll see some Spring weather soon. 

Although this issue will land on your mats in April it is full of 
the wonderful snow photos from those of you who responded to 
the Facebook post. The results are amazing and I had to try and 
fit as many as possible in, thank you all. 

A great concert coming up with the Chordettes & Friends 
which is in aid of kitchen improvements to our Village Hall. 

Tim Mitchell and Lee Muscott completed their John O’Groats 
to Land’s End epic cycle ride and we have to say a massive ‘Well 
Done’ to them. 

Wishing you all a very happy Easter. 

AbbTalk Editor 
annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 

Cover photo taken by  Frances Lonngren 

Next deadline for May issue 
Advertisements and Articles – April 15th 
Next delivery date – 28th & 29th April 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Kevin Eales Chairman 
 (kevin@eales.eu) 

Zoe Truman Secretary 
 (zoe_truman@hotmail.com ) 

Lynn Howard Treasurer 
 (modelstores@btconnect.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Picture Editor  
 (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Tim Collins  Church Representative 
 (tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Diary Dates for April 
AK Cricket Club ...............................  ........................ page 26 

Car Boot Sale ............................ 2nd 
Net Practice starts .................... 3rd 
Players pre-season meeting ..... 3rd 
Junior Colts practice starts ....... 20th 

Knit and Natter ............................... 9th, 23rd 

AbbPast .......................................... 9th ................... page 8 

Chordettes & Friends Concert ........ 27th ................. page 10 

When snow struck the village at the start of 
March it certainly brought out the community 
spirit with people making sure things kept 

running and checking the more vulnerable residents were okay. 
A big thank you is in order to Emma and Wes who visited 

the elderly in the Wilton Way area and left a phone number in 
case help was needed. 

Thanks also go to Chris and staff at Model Stores, Debbie 
and staff at Court Farm Inn and Aaron and staff at Orchard Café 
& Deli who all helped to keep everyone fed and watered during 
an unusual couple of days. 

An extra thanks go to those who dug out various roads and 
applied grit which helped everyone to get back on the road. 

Remembering Johanna Westgate 1946‒2018 
 

Johanna was born in North Devon, 
the eldest of four children. 
After school she joined the Royal 
Air Force. Later she became a 
nanny to an Italian family and lived 
in Rome for a few years. Now 
fluent in Italian she became an air 
hostess and later worked with 
various tour companies. During her time with Saga she lived for 
several years in St Agata, a small village in the mountains 
behind Sorrento. 

On returning to England she lived in Kent where she developed 
a keen interest in wild plants and set up her own nursery and a 
mail order business supplying seeds. 

With her knowledge of plants, butterflies and insects she  
gave illustrated talks to various groups and organisations.  
In 2004 Johanna returned to Devon where she bought a bungalow 
in Abbotskerswell. Here she continued with her mail order business 
but also worked as a gardener and at a cattery. She continued her 
interest in photography, especially in recording butterflies and 
insects as well as wild flowers. Her popular talks to local societies 
were always delightfully illustrated. 

She became very involved in village affairs, setting up a local 
walking group as well as helping with bell ringing and was part 
of a group supplying the monthly Sunday lunch in Church House. 
Johanna planted poppies and wild flowers by the church, 
snowdrops and crocus on the village green as well as by the 
Quaker burial ground. She helped develop a wild flower meadow 
at Ashprington and monitored a section of the beach at Slapton. 

Johanna’s interest in wildlife, insects, moths and butterflies 
extended to her allotment where she spent many happy days 
and it was of great interest to visitors on the National Garden 
Scheme open gardens days. The Allotment Association are 
looking to keep the garden as a memorial to Johanna and a 
special place for adults and children to visit and enjoy.   

For many years she was interested in the South Devon and Little 
Valley  branch of the RSPCA and was a regular helper and fund raiser. 

Johanna was buried in Sharpham Natural burial ground, a place 
where she had spent many happy hours planting wild flower seeds. 
She had a heart of gold and would go out of her way to help 
anybody in need. 

She will be sadly missed. 

 

Love reading but you can’t 
get to your library 

The Home Library Service 
can bring BOOKS – CD’s etc to your door for FREE 

Contact 
KINGSKERSWELL LIBRARY 

01803 873723 

Monthly Rainfall Totals 
2018 mm ins. 
February 51.0 2.01 

Kindly supplied by David Munden 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com
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11am start for main Sunday Services 
Please see Current pattern of Worship for full details 

*********** 

Happy Easter! 

By the time you read this, Easter will just about be over, and a 
mountain of chocolate will have been consumed or will be 
waiting to be consumed! The deep dark of Good Friday has 
become the joyous light of Easter. 

But what has it all been about? Or perhaps the question might 
be, "Why do we celebrate Easter?" 

Well, without wishing to be too trite, Easter is for life, not just 
for chocolates and bunnies!  

The wonder and power and love of Easter lies at the very 
heart of what it means to be a Christian. Without Easter, we 
would not have the Church as we know it. Depending on your 
belief, on your point of view, that may not be a bad thing. But 
for over a billion people around the world, being a ‘Christian’ 
is a fundamental part of who they are. Being a Christian 
impacts on their lives, and the lives of others around them; 
being a Christian brings a sense of purpose, a sense of 
understanding and a sense of certainty. 

And all because one Jesus of Nazareth, brought into the 
world by Mary through the love of God, gave his life for us 
all. Jesus who walked this Earth for about 33 years; Jesus 
who preached a simple message – Love one another as 
God has loved you – that challenged all who heard it; Jesus 
who turned the world and its expectations upside down. 
Jesus who was put to death by those who couldn ’t 
understand or wouldn’t accept the message. 

But the wonder and power and love of Easter isn’t that 
Jesus died on the cross. The wonder, the power and the 
love is because on the third day the tomb was empty and 
Christ walked among us again. Death is no longer the end. 
There is hope.  

Easter is about the life that we have all been promised.  

Easter – and what it really means – is a critical part of us. For 
we are an Easter people. Resurrection is part of our life 
experience, part of who we are, part of what it means to be a 
Christian. Easter celebrates how Jesus dies and rises in each of 
us, in our personal lives, in family, church, parish, community. 
It celebrates how Jesus dies and rises in our daily work, in our 

home life, in our relationships, in the joys and sorrows of the 
world. 

Easter means that Jesus walks with us still. 

May the Risen Christ shine in your hearts this Easter. 

Tim Collins 
Reader & Ordinand 

 
Fresh & Early 

Please note that Fresh & Early this month (April 8th) will be a 
time for coffee and croissants and a friendly chat. There will 
not be a service as such – no music or activities – but perhaps 
a chance to catch up with one another and consider the 
message of Easter! 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly by 
church members. We will continue to do all that we can to 
meet the needs of others, during the time of being without a 
dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in people’s 
homes do so with the authority and support of the parish 
church and will pass to Revd John Leonard any additional 
spiritual support that might be needed. 

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own support, 
then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church Warden. 
 
Sunday Lunch  

1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have been 
providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of each 
month at Church House This was the vision of Revd Gill 
Still, who recognised that for many people Sundays can be 
a little challenging. They may be on their own, or just find 
the effort of making Sunday lunch just one thing too much 
in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and talented 
volunteers have prepared, cooked and served over 3000 
traditional Sunday roasts, and a further six teams of sweet-
toothed connoisseurs have provided a choice of delicious 
puddings. The suggested donation is £6, with any profits being 
reinvested in Church House facilities, and as such have contributed 
to new chairs, a dishwasher and a refurbished kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact  
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 

Priest: Revd John Leonard Tel. 01803 873006  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
 Guy Rogers Tel: 01803 558058  
Reader Tim Collins Tel: 01626 365139 
  (email tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Please note our website: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church 

mailto:tpandme@btinternet.com
http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk
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Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful cakes. 
All ages are always welcome and a good time is had by all.  

Wed 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 
 Contact: Liz Smyth-Osbourne 01626 368400 
 lizsmytho@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  

We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 
 

1st Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 
 
2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Eucharist (BCP) 
A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 40 
minutes. 
 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 
An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and those 
who have little experience of formal church services and lasts 
about ¾ of an hour.  

3rd Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting about 
an hour. 
 

4th Sunday of the Month 

11am  Parish Praise 
A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

6pm (BST) Evensong (BCP) 

A non-communion sung service of the word, lasting about an 
hour. 

 
5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

11am  Eucharist (CW) at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting about 
an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; and 
Kingskerswell 11am.) There are a number of occasional services 
throughout the year which are advertised at Church House, on 
our website and in AbbTalk. 

Abbotskerswell Village Spring Clean 
 

Nearly forty adults and children took part in a Village 
Spring Clean in Abbotskerswell on Saturday 
24th February. 
 

Cllr Alistair Dewhirst, who organised the massive 
clean-up said “Sadly we were all saddened at the 
huge increase in the amount of rubbish collected by 
comparison with last year. Everything from builders’ 
waste, old windows and bags of rubble to general 
domestic waste and of course take away food 
containers, plastic straws and cigarette ends.” 
 

Parish Councillors Kevin Farrelly and Paul Marino, 
who are trustees of the village hall and who took part 
in the Litter Pick, said they were delighted to allow 
the volunteers to use the hall for the sign in and safety talk at the beginning and a well-earned cup of tea or coffee and a 

biscuit at the end of the mornings exertions. 
 

This event also attracted a number of younger 
children who with their parents or guardians had a 
good tidy up in the centre of the village whilst the 
adult volunteers spread out into the lanes of the 
Parish for a really good tidy-up. 
 

Alistair said “Let’s hope these community minded 
young people will spread the word that it is not cool 
to litter – it’s bad for us, bad for the environment 
and bad for wildlife. 
 

“Finally thanks to the Environment team at 
Teignbridge Council, without whose help and 
equipment this village event would not take place 
and also to the Parish Council Chair and Councillors 
who also helped in organisation and on the day.” 
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 Lunchtime Specials 
2 MEALS FOR £11.90! 

Mon-Fri Lunchtimes 
All meals on offer are from a selected menu 

 

Freshly prepared Sunday Roast from £6.45! 

 
OUR BARS ARE OPEN ALL DAY 

WE SERVE FOOD ALL DAY THURSDAY TO SUNDAY,  

LUNCHTIMES & EVENINGS MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY 

BOOKINGS ADVISABLE TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

JACK’S JAZZ JAMBOREE 

What a fantastic night of jazz in the parish church recently. The Jack Honeyborne Trio treated us to an evening of jazz 
standards interspersed with stories from Jack’s lengthy career in the music business. He regaled us with tales of some of 
the greats he has played with – Vera Lynn, Eartha Kitt, Ken Mackintosh, Don Lusher, Joe Loss, Max Bygraves, Harry 
Secombe and several others – recalling some of the highlights of his 70 years playing at the top of his trade. In his 90th 
year he has retained amazing dexterity with his hands on the keyboard and along with his accomplished younger 
players, the dazzling neck work of Mark Rose on double bass and the rhythmical beat of Jason Reeve on drums those 
present had a great evening’s entertainment. 

The Church was packed and we 
would like to thank those in the 
village who made the event 
possible and helped behind the 
scenes on the night. Of course we 
also thank all those who turned out 
to provide an atmosphere that 
brought the best out of the 
musicians. The success of the 
occasion has enabled us to make a 
generous donation to St Mary’s 
Church. It was a privilege to welcome 
such a talented trio of musicians 
from the London Jazz scene to a local 
venue and hopefully we can arrange 
something similar in the future. 

Andrew and Celia Rose 
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Abbotskerswell Pre-School 
The Village Hall, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF 

Monday, Thursday and Friday 9am–1pm Tuesday and Wednesday 9am–3pm  

For all children from the age of two 

NEWS 

Hi everyone,  

We’re not going to let a bit of snow stop us from having fun! 

 

 

We also had a little visitor to preschool recently – an African 

Spurred tortoise called Big G. He is being looked after by 

Cooper who makes sure he has lots of delicious fruit and 

vegetables to eat, which are supplemented by powdered 

calcium to keep his shell nice and strong.  

The weather hasn’t been all bad and we have been enjoying 

lots of fun and games outside, including this one! 5 Little 

Men in a Flying Saucer. 

 
If you would like your child to join us on our adventures 
then please get in touch we would be very happy to hear 
from you.  

And please don’t forget our ever popular Baby and Toddler 

group every Monday morning from 10am. 

Emma 

E: abbotskerswellpreschool@hotmail.co.uk 
T: 07986519495 
W: abbotskerswellpreschool.org 
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AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 

THE MARCH TALK: The Birth of the Tank 

Our speaker for the March meeting was Lieutenant General 
Sir Andrew Ridgway KBE, CB, late of The Royal Tank 
Regiment a former Chief of Defence Intelligence and 
Lieutenant Governor of Jersey 2006–2011. Sir Andrew, who 
attended Hele School, Exeter, now lives in Bishopsteignton. 

This fascinating talk related the development and 
deployment of the tank in the First World War. It covered 
not only the technical aspects but also gave some 
understanding of the vision of the men who developed 
these machines and, also, the bravery and skill of those 
who crewed them. What was also interesting, was an 
insight into the political, logistical and procurement issues 
involved in getting them into battle. Not everyone was a 
fan, especially Lord Kitchener, who described them as “A 
toy, of little military value”. 

Much of the early development of armoured vehicles had 
been carried out by the Royal Navy, with the 
encouragement of Winston Churchill, the First Sea Lord. 
Many of the engineering and gunnery skills required, were 
already employed in warships. However, the conditions on 
the Western Front proved to be too much for these 
wheeled armoured cars and the use of commercial 
caterpillar tractors was investigated. 

After a great deal of experimentation and trials, orders 
were placed with British agricultural machinery firm, Foster 
and Sons, whose managing director and designer was Sir 
William Tritton, who was responsible for much of the 
design and engineering. 

Crews were found from the recently formed Machine Gun 
Corps and officers were recruited from other units, based 
on their bravery and technical skills. A crew of eight was 
commanded by a subaltern and conditions inside were 
uncomfortable and dangerous.  

The development and deployment of these vehicles 
became a difficult secret to keep. For security reasons, as 
the unfinished product resembled a large water receptacle, 
various names were suggested such as “boiler” or “cistern”. 
Eventually they decided on “tank”. Sir Andrew said that he 
was glad of this, since he would not like to have been 
commissioned into “The Royal Cistern Regiment”. 

The first offensive using tanks took place on 15 September 
1916, during the Battle of the Somme and later Ypres. But it 
was not until 20 November 1917, at Cambrai, that the 
British Tank Corps got the conditions it needed for success. 
Over 400 tanks penetrated almost six miles on a 7-mile 
wide front. However, success was not complete, because 
the infantry were unable to exploit and secure the tanks' 
gains. The British scored a far more significant victory the 
following year, on 8 August 1918, with 600 tanks in the 
Battle of Amiens. General Erich Ludendorff referred to that 
date as the "Black Day" of the German Army. 

We were told of “Deborah” a Mark IV tank and casualty of 
the Battle of Cambrai. She was rediscovered and excavated 
in 1998 and is now designated as a national memorial in 
France. We were shown and invited to examine a small, but 
very heavy section of her armour plate and told the story of 
her preservation. 

The interest in this talk was reflected by the number of 
questions from the members and we are very grateful to 
General Sir Andrew for his visit. 

Visit our website, www.abbpast.co.uk and find out what we 
are up to. Don’t forget that most of our publications are 
available free at the Model Stores and Orchard Café. 

Our next meeting is on 9th April at 7.30 in Church House 
and features a talk on “The Admirals of Bishopsteignton” 
given by Jenny Ridd. Non-members are very welcome.  

ABBOTSKERSWELL 
VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  
for Weddings, Discos, Parties, etc.,  

including kitchen use 
Payment in advance required  

One room all day ......................... £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ............ £45.00 
Two rooms all day  ...................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight .......... £90.00 
Use of bar ....................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour ............... £8.00 
Weddings fee ................................ £320.00 

includes lighting & heating  
Free WiFi 

Booking Enquiries:  Tel: 01626 351564 

Registered Charity No. 264508 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Foster_%26_Co.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Foster_%26_Co.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/William_Tritton
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_the_Somme
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Cambrai_(1917)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Royal_Tank_Regiment
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Battle_of_Amiens_(1918)
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Erich_Ludendorff
http://www.abbpast.co.uk
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PHYSIOTHERAPY 
AND PILATES 
CLINIC 
 

 

 Neurorehab (Stroke, MS, PD, 
Brain Injury) 

 Litegait walking therapy – improve 
your mobility 

 Chronic back/neck/joint pain 
 Functional Electrical Stimulation  
 Dizziness and balance problems 
 Pilates and more… 
 

Led by highly qualified, experienced 
Physiotherapists.  

 
Contact Jenny now for more information. 

 
Tel: 07775 844839 

email: senseabilitytherapy@gmail.com  
www.senseabilitytherapy.co.uk  

 
Based at Dainton Park Golf club, Totnes Road, 

Ipplepen, TQ12 5TN. Sense Ability Therapy Ltd, 
Company No: 9798257 

Village Hall Voice 
 

The Village Hall Trust would very much like to thank  
The Chordettes for organising the concert to be held on  
27th April in aid of a Kitchen Project which will benefit 
everyone who uses the hall.  Also you will be able to hear 
The A K Singers and the Tapestry group. Tickets are on 
sale at Central @ Model Stores, Hair Cair and the Orchard 
Café & Deli.  
 

The Chordettes started in Teignmouth in 1974, formed by 

a small group of busy mums, to enjoy this popular style of 

acapella, a four-part harmony singing for fun and to make 

new friendships. Sentiments which continue to this day. 

The Chordettes now rehearse in Abbotskerswell Village 

Hall as an award winning, professional chorus of over 40 

ladies of all ages. They perform popular songs by modern 

artists including Adele and Pharrell Williams, as well as 

firm favourites from across the decades and much-loved 

hits from the musicals. The chorus is available for bookings 

at private and charity events. They are currently running 

free ‘Welcome Wednesday’ taster sessions on the first 

Wednesday of each month if you would like to find out 

more and try singing with the Chordettes. You don’t need to 

be able to read music – new members are fully supported 

and provided with teacher tracks as well as sheet music. For 

more details email singchordettes@gmail.com. 

mailto:senseabilitytherapy@gmail.com
http://www.senseabilitytherapy.co.uk
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The Unlikely Friends—A Story by Pam Wakeham 

There were 12 little piglets born that day. Eleven fair sized ones and of course, one tiny one and the only way he could get some food 
was to climb up over the others. This was fine for a few days but then they all started getting way too wise and would knock him 
down. Mary, the farmer’s wife, would find him cuddled up in a corner of the pen all by himself, with scratch marks and a bruise or 
two where he had been slammed into a wall. She asked her husband Geoff “couldn't he go into the empty pen next door?” “Have to 
be bottle-fed then”, was the reply. “I’ll do it” she said and the little fella was moved. 

Unnoticed, he had had a constant visitor since the day he was born. Sue, the sheepdog had gazed through the bars with 
worried eyes. She wanted so much to help but did not dare to go in knowing full well mother pig would attack. But now of course she 
could, and did. 

Mary would find the two of them curled up in a corner, the best of friends. As the weather improved everyone was allowed 
out in the fields. Sue and Piglet (for such was his name funnily enough!) had a grassy corner next to a small copse and spent hours 
snuffling around or having races. Sometimes Sue would chase a few rabbits just for fun and Piglet would join in, jumping about 
excitedly. But one day Mary heard Piglet making an awful lot of noise, squealing at the top of his voice. She hurried out. Upon seeing 
her he raced into the copse, still squealing, then back out again, then back in again. Mary rushed to get Geoff and they both hurried 
to the copse, guessing it was to do with Sue. They called and called but nothing. Further on they found Piglet on his knees and his 
head down a rabbit hole (Oh No!). Geoff pushed Piglet to one side and knelt down and shouted Sue. There was a muffled bark from 
inside the tunnel. “Stupid dog” muttered Geoff getting up. He said “right I’ll get some tools, Mary can you go and ring next door and 
see if we can borrow the two boys” (Steve and Keith). Only five minutes later the Land Rover drove into the paddock with more tools 
and two strong teenagers. Getting Sue to bark again they tried to work out where to dig but it was difficult. Piglet solved it. Trotting 
to and fro, he suddenly stopped and began scraping at the ground, then shovelling with his snout. Pulling him aside they began 
digging as Sue would soon be running out of air. Piglet kept getting in the way, for such was his anxiety, so they put him in the back of 
the Land Rover but he ranted and raved and kept throwing himself at the back doors. It was his friend that was in danger not theirs. 
But they kept on digging, the soil was looser now. They called “Sue” and were rewarded by a muffled answer. They were on their 
knees now and scraping the soil out with their hands, then one bit moved and a patch of black and white appeared. They dug where 
they thought her head should be to give her some fresh air and within a few minutes a very woebegone face was looking up at them. 
They all looked at each other and grinned happily. A bit more scraping and she was lifted out. 

“Piglet” said Geoff and they suddenly realised there wasn’t a sound from the Land Rover. Geoff hurried over and peered in. 
Stunned by what he saw. He beckoned the others forward and each turned with an amazed look on their face. For Piglet was sitting 
like a dog, head hanging down and tears running down his face. A picture of abject misery. Sure in his own mind he had lost his 
beloved friend. Geoff opened the back and wiped his wet face. Gently lifting him up he said “come on little fella we’ve got a present 
for you”. Piglet’s head flopped on his shoulder as he turned and faced a very bedraggled Sue. Lifting Piglet’s head he turned his face 
towards her. It was several long moments before Piglet realised. Then his head jerked up and he stared at her, squealed with joy and 
stared scrabbling like mad and once on the ground he raced forward, feet digging holes 
as he went. “Hmm, nought to 60 in 2 seconds” said Steve “that’s better than a 
Maseratti”. Piglet was ecstatic, leaping and jumping around, laying his head on Sue’s 
back and generally going mad with delight. Trying to hide their emotions, everyone 
began picking up tools and filling in the pit. They put Sue and Piglet in the Land Rover 
and made their way towards the barns. “Where to” called Steve. “In the old stable 
please” said Geoff as he went off to fetch a heating lamp while Mary made a nest of 
straw by the manger. Once plugged in and switched on the two friends were soon 
sprawled under the warm rays. A bowl of water, another of dog biscuits and pig nuts 
and happiness was restored. 

Geoff offered the boys some money but both refused, “only too pleased to help” 
they said and with a cheerful toot on the horn they were away home. It was dark now 
so with a last look the stable door was shut and they turned for a warm kitchen. 

Abbotskerswell Twinners visited Stokeinteignhead 
Twinners for their annual quiz night, with buffet and 
some light music. It was a fun evening, made even 
better because Abbotskerswell won the Paul Taylor 
Memorial Cup having scored the most points in the 
quiz and were awarded wine and local made fudge. 
Yum, Yum! 

We also won prizes in the raffle, so a successful 
evening for our team members: Andy and Celia Rose; 
Richard and Rosemary Whiffin; Kevin and Sandra 
Eales.  

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 
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Seager 
Garden Services 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business 
Established 1997 

 

Available for one off jobs,  
contracting and  

regular maintenance   
 

Weeding & Grass cutting 
Hedges & Tree Surgery 
Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing 
Clearance & Restoration 

General Tidying 
 

Free quote call Julian Seagers  
01803 875260 
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Tree Care Specialist 

Rob Ewers 

Tel: 07878265631 
robewers61@gmail.com 

 
Hedge Trimming & Pruning 

Tree Surgery & Felling 
Logs/Wood Chip Delivered 

Stump Removal 

Fully Insured  Free Estimates & Advice 

R H Kitchens Ltd 
 

Design, Supply & Fit  
Fitting Only 

Bespoke Furniture 
Worktop Changes 

01626 206121 
07879 416504 

www.rhkitchens.com 

richardheyward@hotmail.com 

 
25 Years Joinery, Kitchen Design, 
Manufacture & Fitting Experience 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 

If you would like to advertise in 
AbbTalk  

lease email an-
nallen1000@gmail.com 

http://www.rhkitchens.com
mailto:richardheyward@hotmail.com
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Cleaner Ovens 
Established in 2003 

Office: 
01626 363748 

Let us put the sparkle back into your Oven 
Prices from £45.00 

Telephone 

Chris Hallwood 

Freephone: 0800 5838463  Mobile: 07966 613160 

Kitchen Companion 
Helping men prepare the sort of food  

they really enjoy. 

Discover the pleasure of cooking  

in your own kitchen with the friendly 

support of an experienced cook.   

 A new hobby with delicious results!   

If you want to find out more or have an 

informal chat, with no obligations, 

 contact  

Fin Heath 

01803 812849,  07728 730275,    
fin.heath@hotmail.co.uk 
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RONCAMETRICS 
Class now running at  

Abbotskerswell Village Hall,  
every Tuesday 6.30‒7.30pm  

The session is a beautiful dynamic flow of Pilates, Yoga,  
Thai Flow and Isometrics.  It is brand new programme that 
launched this year and is perfect for toning and destressing 

at the same time.  

Please get in touch if you would like to join. 
Contact:  Viv Cullen on 07906 989367 

Facebook Viv Cullen Pilates and Wellness Newton Abbot 
Email Vivcullenpilates@gmail.com 

Abbotskerswell Knit & Natter 
 

The knit and natterers raised £146 from the sale of our knitted items at the 
Christmas Fair in December which will go towards their £25K fundraising target 
and we finally managed to present a cheque to Buffy Mitchell on behalf of Abbotskerswell Primary School 

PTFA at our March 5th meeting. 

We are currently working on knitting/crocheting blankets for Animals in 
Distress and various other projects, along with our own personal projects. 

We welcome new members and don’t worry if you can’t knit or crochet, 
there are people happy to teach you. 

 Our April meetings are on the 9th and 23rd in the Parish Rooms from  
2-4pm, £2 to cover costs and provide tea and biscuits. 

If you are interested then please email annallen1000@gmail.com 

mailto:Vivcullenpilates@gmail.com
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FREE CALL OUT 

CALL TIM ON: 07757 121550 

OFFICE: 01626 211153 

 

The Chimney Chief 

Nick Ashburn-Scott 
Certified Chimney Sweep 

 
07748343206 
 
nick@thechimneychief.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/thechimneychief 

 
 I specialise in Power Sweeping 
 Traditional Brush and Vacuum Sweeping 
 Chimney Inspections—CCTV Technology 
 Smoke Draw Testing 
 Advise on Woodburners and how to get the best use  

out of them 
 Bird Guards and Cowls fitted 
 Supply and Advise on Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

 
If you have any queries at all please do not hesitate to con-
tact me. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
www.thechimneychief.co.uk 

REGISTERED MEMBER 
www.instituteofchimneysweeps.co.uk 

 

COMB & COLLAR 
DOG GROOMING 

 

 
Michelle Stockman 

Tel: 07866 880026 

 

 
10% OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT 

 

 
Email: combcollar@gmail.com 

www.combcollar.wordpress.com 
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Abbotskerswell Primary School PTFA 
 

Hare and Tortoise 2018 
 

Well done to the Hare and  Tortoise , aka Lee Muscott and 

Tim Mitchell! What an achievement – and what an 

adventure!  

Their immense efforts to get from John O’Groats to Land’s 

End on mountain bikes seemed to have no luck. The 

tortoise was injured before he even started, and then the 

Beast from the East seemed intent to stop them in their 

tracks. They were not beaten though and arrived 

victorious at Land’s End in relentless wind and rain on 

Friday 9th March with the other riders that had joined 

them along the way. 

Thank you to the school who has supported the riders 

fully, by incorporating the journey into the curriculum 

wherever possible and enthusing the children with their 

efforts. They have done a daily 1 mile walk around school, 

many miles on a static bike as well as their own sponsored 

bike, scoot, roll or walk for an hour. The children didn’t 

get any luck either, with adverse weather for their 

sponsored events too, so they really did start to 

understand the efforts that the hare and tortoise put in for 

them and their school. 

Also, thanks to all those of you who have supported our 

riders either emotionally, practically or financially!  If you 

would like to donate and have not yet done so, the Just 

Giving account is still open and can be accessed via the 

hare and tortoise link on the school website – 

www.abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk 

At the time of writing, we believe the hare and tortoise 

have raised over £10,000 and new computer equipment is 

already on order at the school!  Please don’t forget that it’s 

not only the children that can use this equipment and 

receive expert tuition, but the rest of the community as 

well. Please let Buffy know on 351871 if you would like to 

come and join a small social group of adults for some non-

scary IT tuition. 

We think that the Hare and Tortoise’s adventure (and 

having them safely back with us) gives cause for a party!  

For those that want to hear some of the tales first-hand 

and celebrate, please come along to Court Farm on 

Saturday 14th April from 7.30pm. We aren’t providing 

food or drink because the whole purpose of the mission 

has been to raise funds, but please come along and 

welcome them home! 

Starting at a JOG 

Lee at Glastonbury 

Frozen man on bike 

at Pitlochry 
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Live linking to 

school from 

Land’s End 

Group at MUGA Lee at  

Old Trafford 

Welcome home by 

school pupils 

Everyone at  

Land's End 

Riders on the  

last day 

Tim & Lee at 

Land’s End 

PTFA  

United, devoted, for our children 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
Monday 26th February 2018 at at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm   

Present Cllr Mrs W Grierson (Chairman), Cllr K Eales, Cllr Mrs 
A Allen, Cllr P Marino, Cllr Mrs M Colclough, Cllr Mrs L Clowes, 
D Cllr D Smith.  
 

In Attendance 1 member of the Public, Mr John Lewis (Tree 
Warden), Mr Nick Taylor (Allotments).  
 

Apologies for Absence – Cllr K Farrelly, C Cllr A Dewhirst.  
 

Declarations of interest  
 

1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 29th 
January 2018  – having been circulated and read – 
proposed by Cllr P Marino & seconded by Cllr K Eales 
with all in agreement and duly signed by the Chairman 
– Cllr Mrs W Grierson. 

 

2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes).  
a) Wilton Way to Court Grange there are now 13 

potholes. These have been reported online and will be 
noted to C Cllr A Dewhirst as this road is now the main 
bus route. 

b) Police Report – 1 report in Abbotskerswell of antisocial 
behaviour noted. 

 

3) Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council 
 
a) Application no 17/03036/FUL – Mr B Godfrey – Great 

Castors, Two Mile Oak – Demolition of existing 
dwelling and construction of new dwelling and 
detached garage.  Comments regards the nearby Bat 
Roosts and Flyways submitted by Cllr K Eales attached 
to the minutes and e-mailed to TDC. 

b) Application no 18/00393/CAN – Dr Defriend – Glebe 
House, Vicarage Road – Fell one oak and one Norway 
maple, prune secondary branches of one oak to clear 
overhead wires, crown reduce one eucalyptus by 20% 
and reduce height of elms in hedge to match hedge 
height. No objections from the Parish Council. 

 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council. 
 

a) Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – Application 
no 17/02876/FUL – Mr A Chapman – Heathcot – Part 
demolition of stone wall, excavation of ground and 
provision of car port with new retaining walls. 

b) Grant of Request for Prior Approval – Application no 
17/03037/NPA – Ms L Davey – Building at NGR 286510 
67738 Maddacombe Road – Prior approval under part 3 
class q (a) & (b) and paragraph W of the GPDO change 
of use of agricultural building to a dwelling. 

c) Appeal Decision – 17/00567/FUL – Mr & Mrs Keith – 7 
Manor Close – Loft Conversion including raising of ridge 
height – Appeal allowed and Planning Permission 
Granted. 

 

4) Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr K Eales confirmed papers 

were circulated to Cllrs, 3 months have gone by since 
TDC adopted the Plan, a review meeting was held and 
the current actions underway at present have been 
noted.  Cllr Mrs W Grierson & Cllr K Eales had a meeting 
at TDC with David Kiernan and Alexis Marsh regards the 
Parish Boundaries which are currently under review, 
their recommendations will go out to consultation 
when ready but only slight changes and adjustments to 
the boundaries are being suggested. Housing Needs 
Survey – will be checked with Devon Communities 
Together to see if this is still valid or whether another 
one needs to be done. 

b) Parish Council Vacancy – nothing further to report at 
present.  

 

5) Correspondence  
a) E-mail from Primary School – parking in Slade Lane – 

this has now been forwarded to C Cllr A Dewhirst who 
will make contact with the DCC officer dealing with 
School parking to see if anything further can be done as 
the School has more staff than spaces available. 

 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written report 

attached to the minutes.  
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – see written report attached to the minutes. Cllr 
Mrs M Colclough confirmed that the budget has been 
approved by full council, band D homes will increase by 
£5 per Annum, Rural Aid will continue, Phil Shears has a 
new title now Managing Director.   

c) Emergency Planning Committee report – Grant money 
has been received for equipment and 2 way radios. Salt 
bins are full as snow has been forecast. 

d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report. 
1) Planting of Fruit Trees at bottom of field – 

Abbotskerswell Orchard – Levelling of site and 
drainage will be looked at once the weather is 
better.   

2) ARA draw collection rounds are now being 
circulated.  

e) Allotments Report – John Lewis reported fencing 
between allotments and football is sagging as football 
spectators are leaning on it, this is also making the gate 
difficult to close at the end because the post is leaning 
over.  

f) P3 Report – Cllr K Eales reported that he has done a 
survey of the paths in the Parish,  some problems have 
been identified including a raised manhole cover and 
some hedges and boundaries which are overgrown, 
letters will be written to adjacent landowners regards 
this. Community Payback team will be approached 
regards some path clearances needed.  

g) Village Hall Report – Cllr P Marino reported garden 
show sub-committee has met and new  schedule will be 
published in AbbTalk. Planning Application for new 
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kitchen will now go in and a grant from Abbfest has 
been given of £1,000.  Cordettes have offered to have a 
fund raising concert in April to help with this. 

h) Tree Warden Report – Mr John Lewis reported some 
tree works have been occurring in Grange Lane. C Cllr A 
Dewhirst will be asked  if he can find out who from DCC 
put notice on tree to be felled and when it will come 
down as the Parish Council have had no notice of this.  

i) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 
meetings or Committees. 
1) TALC – nothing to report. 
2) Stoneycombe Liasion – nothing to report. 

j) DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges – nothing 
further to report. 

k) Volunteer Action Group – Litter pick in the village was a 
great success with a good turnout. Many thanks to C 
Cllr A Dewhirst for organising this.  

l) Consultations – Cllr K Eales reported regards the TDC 
Urban Design Guide, some points have been noted 
which will be commented on regards parking space 
allocations for new homes. DCC – Traffic sensitive 
streets consultation has also been received. 

m) Communications Committee Report – Cllr Mrs L Clowes 
reported – website hosting now in the Parish Councils 
name, Clystnet are in the process of moving all the 
information over.  Communications Committee is now 
joined by Kathy O’Neill who has media experience. Data 
 Protection Officer – proposed that the – Clerk Sharon 
Raggett takes on this role as new regulations come into 
force in May of this year.  

n) Parish Meeting Speaker – no speaker this year just the 
usual annual reports from various organisations.   

o) Bus Shelter Advertising – Cllr Mrs A Allen reported that 
this is coming up for review again, Dartmouth and 
Torbay Steam can be approached again but 
Abbotskerswell Vets have also asked if they can 
advertise.  The vets will be approached first and also 
Pixie Media who are a local company that rents out 
advertising space.  
 

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1546 = £383.33 – ARA (vat from Fireworks). 
Cheque no 1547 = £20.00 – Ashburton Post Office. 
Cheque no 1548 = £488.78 – Sharon Raggett (Wages February 

2017). 
Cheque no 1549 = £135.00 – David Wilds (Weed Clearance). 
Cheque no 1550 = £15.00 – Kevin Farrelly (Keys Cut). 
Cheque no 1551 = £48.00 (vat £8.00) – Clystnet Ltd. 
Cheque no 1552 = £12.80 – Sharon Raggett (Paper). 
Cheque no 1553 = £1,785.60 (vat £297.60) – Fullstop Fire & 

Security (Elector Fund Grant). 
Cheque no 1554 = £36.00 – CPRE (Annual Sub). 
Cheque no 1555 = £142.50 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning February). 
Cheque no 1556 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick February). 
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1146 = £50.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1147 = £20.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1148 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1149 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 

Cheque no 1150 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1151 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance February 2018  = £7,507.08 
Village Events Account – £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance February 2018 = £31,047.52 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 

 

Proposed by Cllr K Eales & seconded by Cllr P Marino  with all 
in agreement. 
8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council Meeting’s 

Agenda. 
9) ARA Draw – February 2018  
 

£50 – 707 – Bev Clease – 6a Stoneyhill 
£20 – 311 – Mr Lee Walkden – 2 Berry Road 
£5 – 464 – Mr Neu – 1 The Paddocks 
£5 – 542 – Mrs Brimblecombe – 14 St Marys Close 
£5 – 639 – Mrs Crawshaw – Monks Thatch, Slade Lane 
£5 – 765 – Mr J R Winkley – 67 Wilton Way  
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 
9.31pm  
 

Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 26th March 2018 @ 7.30pm. 
 
ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS AND 
REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM – 
PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607  

2017 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr K Eales 
9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu 
Cllr R Chambers (Chair ARA) 

3 Hillside Cottages, Totnes Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NG 
01626 352651 or Bob-chambers@hotmail.co.uk 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or marycolclough2@gmail.com 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 
8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956 or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 
31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

(Chairperson) Mrs W Grierson 
Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mrs Liz Clowes 
Mote Cottage, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell 

01626 332092 or liz_taylor@live.co.uk  

Cllr Mrs Ann Allen 
Tree Tops, 1 Forde Close, Abbotskerswell 

01626 330965 or annallen1000@gmail.com 

District Cllr D Smith 
Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 
Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 
34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 
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Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 
Ready for the off 
 

By the time you read this we will be a fortnight away from 
the start of the new season. As I write there is the threat of 
the mini-beast from the east and more snow is forecast so 
cricket is hardly on the agenda yet. However, the players 
have been in winter training, both seniors and juniors, and 
they are all in good heart as we face the challenges of the 
months ahead. There has been a restructuring of the league 
with no separate first and second divisions so in this new 
format it may take a year or two for clubs to settle in to the 
league hierarchy. Nevertheless, having won their league last 
year the first XI were guaranteed to play in the A Division 
(one below the Premier) which includes some top sides. It 
would be great to hold our own and show that village sides 
can compete with the large urban clubs. 

As well as previously reported the acquisition of Sam 
Johnston from Australia, Nick Watkin from Torquay as club 
coach and James Westlake from Kingsbridge we can confirm 
that Ricky Small-Boyce the fast bowler from Barbados with a 
British passport will be returning for a third season. He is 
bringing his friend Levi Garside who ran the 200m for 
Barbados in the Olympics and hopefully he can contribute 
significantly with the bat to the Second XI as he did last year 
when available. In addition two aspiring youngsters have 
thrown in their lot to fulfil their ambitions. Sam Carpenter a 
leg spinning all-rounder has joined from Torquay and Ian 
Jarman who played for Abbotskerswell in his early colt years 
has returned from Barton. He is a wicket keeper/batsman.  
Former captain Dickie Acton is returning to live and work in 
the area and he is a quality player who has been missed in 
recent years. Just as I am going to press I have heard that 
Chris Meikle, a swing bowler who hails from Dorset and 
played for Exeter University has asked to join now that he 
lives in Newton Abbot. These are exciting times as the squad 
of players grows thus creating the kind of competition for 
places that bodes well for the club.  
 
Junior Section 
 

The juniors have been meeting regularly for several weeks 
with a talented group of enthusiastic youngsters under the 
guidance of manager Geordie Catley. Outdoor sessions at 
the club will hopefully begin on FRIDAY 20 APRIL 6:00–
7:00pm and to 7:30pm for the older ones. 

For all between the ages of 5 and 8 – not just members of 
Abbotskerswell CC – we are running the All Stars cricket 

programme. This will be on 
every Tuesday night for 8 
weeks starting on Tuesday 
15 May from 5:15pm to 6pm.  

If you require any further 
information regarding All Stars,  
please contact Sara Dallyn 
(sara.dallyn@gmail.com)  
or register on line at 
allstarscricket.co.uk 

 A reminder too that we are running Wine and Wickets 
again for any women who are interested in the game or just 
want to learn new skills. The main qualification is to want to 
have fun and enjoyment. Sara Dallyn is again your first 
point of contact. 
 
Club improvements 
 

A team of workers has been busy sprucing up the club. New 
windows have been installed and some internal decorating 
completed. The changing rooms have been given a new 
lease of life fit for the players. By the time you read this 
another team of members will have taken part in the Nat 
West Cricket Force day to catch up on all the many jobs 
that need doing before the season can truly begin. It goes 
without saying that the ground staff under Paul Mitchell 
will maintain their high standards and ensure that the pitch 
and surrounds are pristine for the first matches. 

These improvements have been made possible from grants 
we have received but also due to the generous sponsorship 
of many local firms and individuals. We are so grateful as 
we couldn’t manage without you. Your names and details 
will be on the fixture cards which will be available shortly. If 
you would like to become a sponsor please contact our 
treasurer Keith Shakesheave (k.shakesheave@sky.com) or 
Chairman Paul Mitchell (abbotsccchairman@gmail.com) or 
the Secretary Richard Codd (abbotsarmy@gmail.com) who 
will provide you with the necessary details. 
 
Dates for the diary 
 

 Car Boot Sale – Easter Monday 2nd April 8:00–Noon 
though with Easter so early check beforehand as the 
ground may be too wet. 

 Net Practice for adults and older colts – Every Tuesday 
from 3rd April from 6:00pm. 

 Players pre-season meeting – Tuesday 3rd April 7:15pm 
 Junior Colts practice – every Friday from 20th April 6:00

–7:00pm (7:30pm for older colts) 
 First friendly fixtures: 

 Sat 14 April v Bourton Vale Home 
 Sun 15 April v Dartington and Totnes Home 
 Sat 21 April v Ashburton Away 
 Sun 22 April v Plymouth Home 
 Sat 28 April v Exeter Away 
 Sun 29 April v Torquay 2nds Home 

 
We will be pleased to see you at the club for any of these 
fixtures. Here’s to a successful season! 
 
Andy Rose  
01626-351886 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsara.dallyn.1%3Ffref%3Dmentions%26hc_location%3Dgroup&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccc69424995e5426027ff08d568ae69b9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636530020656168012&sdata
mailto:sara.dallyn@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsarmy@gmail.com
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“20 is Plenty” 
The most frequent complaint to the Parish Council is vehicles speeding 
through the village. 

ROSPA perspective: “Children's awareness of the dangers of traffic is much 
lower than that of adults'. Many cannot judge how fast cars are moving nor 
how far away they are. As we all know, children are more easily distracted 
and they are likely to do things, such as dash into the road after a ball, that 
adults would not dream of doing. As adults who have been trained and 
licensed to drive cars in an environment that children also use, it is our 
responsibility to drive in a way that enables us to cope with mistakes and 
misjudgements made by children. 
One of the most effective ways we 
can ensure that a child who dashes 
into the road or who makes a 
mistake while cycling does not pay  

for that mistake with their life, is to drive slower when children are, or may be, about.” 

Despite many approaches to Devon Highway, the Parish Council has as yet 
been unable to persuade Devon Highways to make the village a 20mph zone. 
Your parish council is now taking limited independent action through a “20 is 
plenty” campaign aimed at raising the awareness of speeding in the village by 
asking residents in Slade Lane, Wilton Way and Manor Road to stick “20 is 
plenty” signs on their black wheelie bins. The signs will be delivered to said 
residents in the next few weeks, together with an explanatory letter. 

Join us and let’s make the village a safer place for all.  

Corri Pedrick with one of the 
20mph wheelie-bin stickers  

Eleanor and George 
Pedrick  
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Registered in England No. 4694508. Registered Office 32 Monk Street, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, NP7 5NW 

Hedgelands Financial Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, FCA Registration Number 624282 

Ethical Investing for everyone 
 
 

Environmental, Social and Governance (ESG) 

Ethical investing has been with us for many years, with 
Friends Provident’s Stewardship Fund of 1984 one of the 
earliest funds in the sector. In the 1980s and beyond, 
environmental concerns gained more attention in the wake 
of disasters such as Bhopal and Exxon Valdez followed by 
increasing public awareness of climate change. 

ESG Funds are growing in popularity, not only with people 
who have a social conscience, but also for hard-nosed 
investors driven by the motive for profit.  

The Investment Association’s latest figures for ethical funds 
revealed £1.03bn of sales in 2017 compared with 2016’s 
£625m and assets under management (AUM) in ethical funds 
increased from £4.53bn in 2008 to £15.4bn in 2017. 

 

 

Demand for socially responsible company shares is driven by four main factors: 

 First the institutional side of the investment market has increasingly demanded that some or all the ESG 
disciplines are applied to their portfolios 

 The second big driver has been government action and legislation globally which encourages (or forces) 
companies to act ethically. 

 Asset managers have embraced ESG by building significant teams of managers and analysts to offer ESG-
based products but also to incorporate the processes and techniques across portfolios in general. 

 The final driver is increasing public awareness and higher demand for products that embrace ethical 
principles and reflected in the substantially increased inflows to ethical funds. 

One of the reasons fund managers have increased their ethical analysis is that ESG can help identify risks that other 
approaches may not and in some cases even identify stocks and shares to hold. For example, much has been made of 
warnings which were very clear to analysts, using an environmental and governance framework, regarding BP before 
the Deepwater Horizon oil spill 

The increased due diligence applied by ethical funds before investing can also identify more ordinary issues such as 
accounting errors or fraud, that might escape a lighter touch analysis. 

At Hedgelands we have a number of ethical portfolios to suit the needs of investors looking for income or growth, or 
a combination of the two. These can be incorporated in pensions, ISAs or investment bonds. 

Please contact us if you would like to learn more. 
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ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. Visit and 
host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet for a Social 
evening and supper. Middle of each month usually in Church House. 
Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact Marilyn 
Whitefoot 361275 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Speakers on historical topics both local and further afield.  Contact: 
Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible lighting 
available to book. Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Wednesday evenings from 
7pm–8pm. We would love to welcome some new members. You do not have to 
be musical – just be able to count to six! Contact Liz Smyth-Osbourne on 368400 
or just come along to the church on Wednesday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every Wednesday from 
7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs who is interested in the 
possibility of joining is welcome to come along preferably after contacting 
the Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and 
late May/early June. Contact: Nicola Smith 01626 332258 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation Area 
court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 2 Devon League sides 
on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly sides, with 
training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for boys and girls 
from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams 
from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 
07778-017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. We 
have working layouts in OO and N scale where members can run 
their own models. Refreshments available. Contact John Whitehead 
on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the Flood 
Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or sandbags to 
protect your property, then please contact Dave on: 01626 355541 or 
07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
1st Monday of the month 8.00pm in the Parish Rooms. Contact 
Sylvia Hallett on 01626 365411 

Abbotskerswell Knit & Natter Group 

Meet alternate Mondays in the Parish Rooms. Contact: Ann Allen on: 01626 
330965 

 

Parish Rooms—Free WiFi available 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  01803 614567 / Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–08:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES—SHOP & POST OFFICE 

Tel: 01626 333387 

Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626 361101 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

British Telecom Faults                  151 

Electricity Western Power 08456 012989 

Gas 0800   317960 

Water 0800   378937 

Street Lighting 0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council     01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council 01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden 01626 351378 

Dog Warden 01626 215881 

Crimestoppers 0800   555111 

Samaritans 01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital 01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital 01626 324500 

RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line 01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line 01626 833664 

National Express Coach 08705 808080 

Rail Information 08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter 01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth 01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre 01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema 08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre 01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn 01803 812717 

Locksmith 01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956

 (Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line 03444 111 444
 (Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College     01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School    01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your house 

name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

Mobile Library Van 2018 (Monday unless stated) 
 Abbotshill car park: 09.45–10.05 
 AK Village Centre: 10.15–11.00 
 The Priory: 11.05–11.50 
Mar 5th / Apl 6th (Fri) & 30th / Jun 1st (Fri) & 25th / Jul 23rd / Aug 20th / 

Sep 17th / Oct 15th / Nov 12th / Dec 10th & 31st 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

