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On Monday 29th January there was a Coffee Morning held in the Parish Rooms. 
Organized by Sharon from Hair Cair. Thanks to the very supportive villagers who 
attended and draw prizes kindly donated they raised over £150 for the Motor 
Neurone Disease Association 

 

The first social event on our 
2018 calendar saw the Twinners 
meeting in Church House for a 
3-course meal of mackerel pate, 
roast pork with veg, a selection 
of puds and cheeses followed by 
coffee. 

 

New chairman Julie Arrow welcomed guests 
and members and introduced the 
entertainment for the evening ‒ folk band  
Five Finger Eddie. The band gave us a  
selection of folk songs from around the UK  
and Ireland and were warmly received. 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 
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Dear Reader 

Along comes another month packed with plenty of things to do 
and hopefully a little warmer and drier! 

An update on the Hare and Tortoise amazing cycling effort. 
We wish Tim and Lee a safe trip and hope the school can reach 
their £25K target. Thanks to the school for organising the 
upcoming computer training. This will be great for anyone who 
needs a little help finding their way around technology. 

Check out the ‒ time to get cracking on your entries! 

AbbTalk Editor 
annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 

Cover picture taken by Wendy Grierson 
If anyone has any photos taken around the village which 

might be suitable for covers please contact 

annallen1000@gmail.com 

Next deadline for April issue 
Advertisements and Articles – 15th March 
Next delivery date – 31st March/1st April 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Kevin Eales Chairman 
 (kevin@eales.eu) 

Zoe Truman Secretary 
 (zoe_truman@hotmail.com ) 

Lynn Howard Treasurer 
 (modelstores@btconnect.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Picture Editor  
 (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Tim Collins  Church Representative 
 (tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Diary Dates for March 
Knit and Natter ............................... 5th & 19th 

Twinning ......................................... 10th ................. page 2 

AbbPast .......................................... 12th ................. page 8 

Cherry Baker Seminar .................... 16th ................. page 9 

Fun Quiz Night ................................ 17th ................. page 16 

Craft Fair & Car Boot ...................... 24th ................. page 10 

Music for Good Friday .................... 30th ................. below 

 

Love reading but you 
can’t get to your library 

 

The Home Library Service 
can bring BOOKS – CD’s etc to your door for FREE 

Contact 
KINGSKERSWELL LIBRARY 

01803 873723 

Abbotskerswell  
Evensong Group 

 

Music for Good Friday 
in St Mary’s Church 

Abbotskerswell  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Friday 30th March 2018 
 at 18:30  

 

Duration: approximately 40 to 45 minutes  
 

There will be no charge, 

but any donations will be split 50:50 between 

The Salvation Army and St Mary’s 

CAN ANYONE HELP? 
Can I appeal for anyone who has a photo of the tree 
swing in the field next to Court Grange by the public 
footpath. Our kids used to spend hours swinging on the 
end of a rope there. 

I have a friend in Savannah, Georgia, USA who used to 
visit Abbotskerswell in the 1980s and 1990s and 
remembers it well. He is celebrating his 100th birthday 
on 24th March and his family are assembling a photo 
album of his memories. Can anyone help with a photo? 
If so please contact AbbTalk. 

John Whitehead 

Monthly Rainfall Totals 

 2018 mm ins. 
 January 137 5.39 
Average for January 2012 to 2018 inclusive is 

148mm or 5.82 ins ‒ as you can see it is 
normally a very wet month and this year was 

no exception. 
Kindly supplied by David Munden 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com
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*** Please note *** 
11am start for main Sunday Services 

Please see Current pattern of Worship for full details 

*********** 

A Time of Change 

After almost thirty years of devoted service to the churches 
in Kingskerswell and Coffinswell and more recently for us 
here in St Mary’s Abbotskerswell, the Revd John Leonard 
will be hanging up his cassock and retiring. John has 
worked tirelessly for the peoples in his parishes, supporting 
them and caring for them through the transitions of life – 
baptism, confirmation, wedding and funeral – as well as the 
regular worship and prayer life of the churches. His energy, 
his deep theology and his love of people and of life has 
been an inspiration to many, not least to me as he has 
supported me on my own journey to ordination. He will be 
greatly missed. Details of his ‘goodbye and thank-you 
events’ will be advertised widely. 

In the coming months we will also set out how St Mary’s, 
Abbotskerswell will be supported during the time of John’s 
leaving and the appointment of a new priest for the 
parishes of Kingskerswell, Coffinswell and Abbotskerswell.  

And in a bit of further news, I can now let people know that 
my curacy will be at St Gregory’s, Dawlish. If all things 
happen as they should, and I complete all the necessary 
academic work by the end of the term, then Mary and I will 
move to Dawlish sometime at the end of June/beginning of 
July. While this is an exciting time, it will also be a very 
challenging one as we leave Abbotskerswell after thirty 
years. We have been so lucky and so blessed to be part of a 
wonderful village, bringing up Amy & Bethan surrounded 
by the love of wonderful family and many friends. There 
are just so many incredible memories that we have of this 
‘centre of the universe’ – some of which I may be tempted 
to share over the next few months, in this column, and 
before I hand over the baton to someone else. 

Tim Collins, Reader and Ordinand 
 
Mothering Sunday 11th March 11am 

Please do join us for a time that celebrates mothers, 
mothering and all that it means to offer love and support to 
others. 

During the service, there will be a chance for children and 
others to create something for that special person in your 
life who nurtures and loves you. 
 

****PLEASE NOTE: there will be no  
Fresh & Early on 11th March**** 

 
Upcoming Events 
 

Quiz Evening – Saturday 17th March 7pm 

Join us for an Irish themed quiz evening as we celebrate St 
Patrick’s Day in style! See posters for further details and 
where to buy tickets. 
 
Holy Week & Easter Services 

Mon 26th March 7pm Night Prayer a short service 
focusing on Jesus during that week before his crucifixion on 
Good Friday 
Tues 27th March 7pm As Monday 
 

Wed 28th March 7pm As Monday 
 

Thurs 29th March 7pm Maundy Service and  
Night Watch   (Kingskerswell) 
 

Friday 30th March 2pm Devotional Service 
followed by Hot Cross Buns in Church House at 3pm 
 

Saturday 31st March 8pm Easter Eve Service  
  (Kingskerswell) 
 

Sunday 1st April 11am Easter Day Service 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly 
by church members. We will continue to do all that we can 
to meet the needs of others, during the time of being 
without a dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in 
people’s homes do so with the authority and support of the 
parish church and will pass to Revd John Leonard any 
additional spiritual support that might be needed. 

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own support, 
then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church Warden. 
 
 

Priest: Revd John Leonard Tel. 01803 873006  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
 Guy Rogers Tel: 01803 558058  
Reader Tim Collins Tel: 01626 365139 
  (email tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Please note our website: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church 

mailto:tpandme@btinternet.com
http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk
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Sunday Lunch  

1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have been 
providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of each 
month at Church House This was the vision of Revd Gill 
Still, who recognised that for many people Sundays can 
be a little challenging. They may be on their own, or just 
find the effort of making Sunday lunch just one thing too 
much in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and talented 
volunteers have prepared, cooked and served over 3000 
traditional Sunday roasts, and a further six teams of sweet-
toothed connoisseurs have provided a choice of delicious 
puddings. The suggested donation is £6, with any profits 
being reinvested in Church House facilities, and as such 
have contributed to new chairs, a dishwasher and a 
refurbished kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact  
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 
 
Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful 
cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good time is had 
by all.  

Wed 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 
 Contact: Liz Smyth-Osbourne 01626 368400 
 lizsmytho@hotmail.co.uk 
 

 

 

 

 

 

Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  

We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 
 

1st Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 
 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Eucharist (BCP) 
A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 
An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  
 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 
 

4th Sunday of the Month 

11am  Parish Praise 
A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

6pm (BST) Evensong (BCP) 

A non-communion sung service of the word, lasting about 
an hour. 
 

5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

11am  Eucharist (CW) at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 11am.) There are a number of occasional 
services throughout the year which are advertised at Church 
House, on our website and in AbbTalk. 

ABBOTSKERSWELL 
VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  
for Weddings, Discos, Parties, etc.,  

including kitchen use 
Payment in advance required  

One room all day ........................ £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ........... £45.00 
Two rooms all day  ..................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight ......... £90.00 
Use of bar ...................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour ............. £8.00 
Weddings fee ............................... £320.00 

includes lighting & heating  
Free WiFi 

Booking Enquiries:  Tel: 01626 351564 

Registered Charity No. 264508 

A HISTORY OF THE PARISH CHURCH 
IN AID OF THE CLOCK TOWER FUND 

AbbPast has generously produced an illustrated history 
of the parish church to help raise funds for the 
restoration of the church clock. 

 

 

The 16 page A5 booklet is 

now available, at a cost of 

£2, from the Orchard Café, 

the Tuesday Coffee Morning 

in Church House, at Town 

Farm and at future village 

events. 
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 Lunchtime Specials 
2 MEALS FOR £11.90! 

Mon-Fri Lunchtimes 
All meals on offer are from a selected menu 

 

Freshly prepared Sunday Roast from £6.45! 

 
OUR BARS ARE OPEN ALL DAY 

WE SERVE FOOD ALL DAY THURSDAY TO SUNDAY,  

LUNCHTIMES & EVENINGS MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY 

BOOKINGS ADVISABLE TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
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Training hard, eating well, making the plans, making 

contingency plans in case of disaster, organising the 

support team (a huge thank you to them by the way), 

booking accommodation and van hire, learning how to 

use the technical equipment, fundraising, joining the 

world of social media, giving press releases to local radio 

and newspapers, co-ordinating efforts with the school 

and governors, oh and a bit more cycling….  This is what 

is happening behind the scenes to enable the Hare and 

Tortoise event of 2018 to take place. 

At the time of writing, Lee Muscott and Tim 

Mitchell (the hare and tortoise) are 2 weeks away from 

starting their adventure in John O’Groats.  They will be 

cycling on mountain bikes 1200 miles in just 12 days to 

arrive (all being well) in Lands End on Friday 9th March. 

The aim of this immense effort is to raise £25,000 

for the village school, to enable the IT equipment to be 

overhauled.  Although the school in no way believes that 

technology is the only medium through which teaching 

should happen, there are certain skills that our children 

need to have in this hi-tech world.  Having the right 

equipment combined with the considered teaching 

approach taken by the school, will definitely set them off 

in the right direction! 

After the Easter holidays, the school will be 

opening its doors to the rest of the village to welcome 

those who wish to have some tuition in the use of 

computers.  If you are interested in joining in these 

sessions please contact Buffy Mitchell on 351871. It is 

envisaged that the lessons given will cover how to use 

the internet and send emails, but if you have any specific 

requests, we will work these in as best we can. 

The school is completely behind the cyclists, in fact 

the whole school is going to Paignton Velopark on the 

first day of the journey to walk, scoot or cycle around the 

track, giving the children an understanding of the 

distance and effort involved in the challenge. The bikers 

will be linking with the school every day to talk to the 

children, as well as being tracked via a live feed to maps 

projected on the classroom walls. 

This is a huge undertaking; one that the cyclists 

will be pleased to get started on, and even more pleased 

to finish!  If you are able to support the hare, the tortoise, 

or the children of the school and help this venture be a 

success, we would be extremely grateful.  Please spread 

the word! There are sponsorship forms at Hair Cair and 

Orchard Café, or there’s the online Just Giving option, 

which can be found on the school website – 

www.abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk 

Best of luck to the hare and tortoise on your incredible 

undertaking – and thank you! 

Abbotskerswell Primary School PTFA 

Hare and Tortoise 2018 

 @Haretortoise18  @Haretortoise18  @Haretortoise18 

PTFA  

United, devoted, for our children 

Lee in puddle! 

Lee muddy! 

Bicycle tech 

Tim filthy! 
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AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 

THE FEBRUARY TALK: THE BATTLE OF BRITAIN 
MEMORIAL FLIGHT 

For our February meeting we were very fortunate to have 
Rich Gibby as our speaker.  Rich is a former RAF pilot who 
flew in Tornadoes in 1990s and 2000s, and joined the Battle 
of Britain Memorial Flight (BBMF) as a volunteer during his 
last three years in the service. 

Having flown as a 
navigator in Sea 
King helicopters in 
the Royal Navy in he 
1980s Rich switched 
to the RAF to fulfill 
his dream of flying 
jets. After a career 
in the ground attack 
variant of the 

Tornado he became an air instructor and this earned him 
his prestigious place in the BBMF. 

Rich described how the Historic Aircraft Flight began with 
three Spitfires and a Hurricane in 1957 before becoming 
the BBMF in 1973. Today it has six Spitfires, including the 
only flying one that took part in the Battle of Britain (a Mark 
IIA), 2 Hurricanes (one being the last of over 14000 built), a 
Dakota and a Lancaster bomber (there are only two left 
flying in the world). 

His obvious passion for both the Flight and its planes were 
clear to us all; he frequently talked of “these beautiful 

planes” or the “fabulous experience” of flying in them; he is 
immensely proud to have been part of the BBMF. He 
emphasized its mission statement: “To increase awareness 
of the sacrifice made in previous and current conflicts to 
ensure the freedom afforded by our generations.” 

In his final year he was able to hand pick his flights and he 
told us the story of being part of the 70th Anniversary fly 
past of the D Day celebrations, with the Queen, Presidents 
Obama and Putin watching at Bayeux. The problem was the 
weather, which was wet and windy which meant the tail 
light planes could not take off from Le Harve; after a great 
deal of phoning they persuaded Caen Airport to take the 
fighters and Jersey Airport to take the bombers. So the 
guests saw their fly past, as did a rededication for the 
graves of a Lancaster bomb crew on the route. 

Rich’s passion for the BBMF shone through, with an 
excellent delivery that enthralled those present. Our future 
topics are varied and interesting, so why not give it a go 
and join us for the evening; members and visitors are both 
welcome.

 

Look at our website, www.abbpast.co.uk, and find out  
what we are up to. Don’t forget most of our five 
publications are available free in The Model Stores and 
Orchard Café. 

Our next meeting is on 12 March at 7.30 in Church 
House and features the Colonel of the Tank Regiment, 
Sir Andrew Ridgeway who tells of the story of The Birth 
of the Tank. 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 
We are pleased to report that we are currently League Leaders in our Teignbridge Triples League. We have four games to 
play and three of those are away games where points might be hard fought. 

Christow are our nearest rivals and we visit them for our last game so we expect an exciting contest. 

When the league finishes in early March, we can relax a little and would welcome new members. If you  have bowled 
before or are interested in trying in out, call in to the Village Hall Monday or Thursday evening before 7.15 pm. 

Ray Vyse 

The Village Clock 
 

A big thank you to everyone who has donated towards the cost of repairs required to 
the clock face on the east side of the church tower. 
 

Over £1,000 has been received which will enable a deposit to be paid to move this work 
forward. 
 

We are now awaiting a date from he engineers as to when the work can be carried out. 
 

Frank Tritschler, Church Treasurer 
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POLITE NOTICE 

Abbotskerswell 
Tennis and Netball Courts 

 

The tennis and netball courts should be locked except 
when hired out for use. 
 

The padlock to the courts has gone missing or has been 
cut off on a couple of occasions recently. This has left 
the courts open over most of half term and many 
people have been using them as a football pitch, a 
scooter run or skateboard park, often with parents also 
in the courts with their children. Unfortunately this is 
not good for the surface and will destroy it over time. 
 

Please can we ask that this area is respected and only 
used for the purpose it has been designed for. An awful 
lot of money had to be raised to build this great facility 
for the village and it would be a shame if it were to 
deteriorate due to mis-use. 

Venue: 
 

The Church 

House 

Slade Lane, 

Abbotskerswell, 

Newton Abbot, 

TW12 5NZ 
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39TH ANNUAL GARDEN SHOW 
SATURDAY 4TH AUGUST 

 

The Village Hall Committee are looking forward to holding this year’s garden and food and craft show. 

Preparations are well under way and a Schedule can be found opposite. 

Now’s the time you can think about what veggies, fruit or flowers you’re going to grow  
to enter into the show or maybe start practicing your baking or pastry making. 

There are some great new classes in the craft section this year with something for everybody  
whatever the age! 

This year we would like as many people to make Scarecrows for their gardens or windows to be put out 
ready for the Open Gardens weekend on 9th/10th June.  

They will be judged at this time, but announced on the show day. 

Our show is kindly sponsored by individuals and business and our usual reminder will take place over the 
coming months.  We need more class sponsors and we also help on the show day or with the setting up, so 

if you can offer any of these things please contact me. 

The detailed Schedule with Sponsorship etc will be a pull-out in the June issue of AbbTalk.  

If anyone requires this before that date please let me know. 

Lynn Howard 

07702 092278 or email modelstores@btconnect.com 

ALL EXHIBITS FREE OF CHARGE 

Prize Money—First £3.00  SECOND £2 and THIRD £1 
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Vegetable & Fruit Classes 
1 Collection of Five Vegetables (The distinct kinds listed in 

classes 1‒20 & same number as in those classes) 
2 Four White Potatoes 
3 Four Coloured Potatoes 
4 Five Runner Beans 
5 Five Dwarf Beans 
6 Five Pods of Peas 
7 One Cucumber (ridge or greenhouse) 
8 One Pair of Squashes (any variety) 
9 Three Tomatoes 
10 Five Cherry Tomatoes 
11 One Truss of Tomatoes (Any Colour) 
12 Three Beetroot (Stalks trimmed to 3") 
13 Three Onions  
14 Heaviest Onion  
15 Three Parsnips  
16 One Marrow ( under 15" ) 
17 Three Carrots (Stalks trimmed to 3") 
18 Three Courgettes (Max length 6") 
19 Three Sticks of Rhubarb 
20 Three Varieties of Herb (2 labelled stems of each) 
21 Longest Runner Bean  
22 One of Any Other Named Vegetable (not named above) 
23 Four Cooking Apples 
24 Four Eating Apples 
25 Eight Blackberries with Stalks 
26 Eight Gooseberries 
27 Eight Raspberries 
28 Plate of Any Other Named Fruit (not named above) 
29 The Funniest Vegetable or Fruit 
 

Flowers & Pot Plants (All cut flowers to be staged in vases) 
30 Three Stems of Hybrid Tea Roses 
31 One Floribunda Rose 
32 One Named Rose 
33 Six Stems of Garden Flowers (2 Stems of a kind) 
34 Three Dahlias 
35 Three Pompon Dahlias (aka Pompom) 
36 One Specimen Dahlia 
37 Six Fuchsia Heads (displayed on a board) 
38 Six Pansy Heads (displayed on a board) 
39 Three Hydrangea Heads 
40 Three Gladioli 
41 One Specimen Gladioli 
42 Five Sweet Peas  
43 Pot Fuchsia  
44 Orchid Pot Plant 
45 Pot Plant ‒ max pot 7" 
46 Pot Plant ‒ over 7" pot 
47 Pot Fern 
48 Cactus 
 

Floral Art 
49 Arrangement in an Unusual Container 
50 Contemporary Arrangement to Include 3 Blooms 
51 Arrangement to incorporate a piece of wood (max 18”/45cm 

high) 
52 Vertical Arrangement (max 18"/45cm high) 
53 Table Decoration 
54 Miniature Arrangement (max 4"x4") 
 

Home Economics ‒ classes 59‒68 to be displayed on paper plates 
55 Jar of Marmalade 
56 Jar of Fruit Jam 
57 Jar of Lemon Curd 
58 Jar of Chutney 
59 Coffee & Walnut Cake 
60 Victoria Sandwich 

61 6 Decorated Cup Cakes ‒ Young Cook's (Under 15s) 
62 Lemon Drizzle Cake 
63 Four Flapjacks 
64 Fruit Cake  ***Men Only*** 
65 Two Shortcrust Pasties (Potatoes, 

meat, onion & seasoning) 
66 Four Handmade Bread Rolls 
67 Four Cheese Scones 
68 Four Scotch Eggs 
69 Handmade Loaf of Bread (max 

size 1lb/500g) 
70 Bottle of Flavoured Gin 
 

Craft Classes (All exhibits to be made by exhibitor and not 
previously entered in show) 
71 Oil Painting or Acrylic 
72 Water Colour or Pastels 
73 A Drawing In Any Medium  
74 Papercraft Item (quilling/parchment craft/paper cutting or folding) 
75 Any Item of Embroidery, Cross Stitch or Tapestry 
76 Any Item of Beadwork 
77 Limerick (any subject) 
78 Patchwork Bag (maximum 12'' x 12'') 
79 Hand Knitted or Crochet Child's Cardigan or Jumper 
80 Homemade Toy 
81 Photograph ‒ Landscape 
82 Photographic Collage 
83 Handmade Cushion Cover (any craft) 
84 Homemade Box with Lid (max 8''x8'' ‒ any construction, any 

method) 
 

Children's Classes ‒ Open to Children who live in Abbotskerswell 
or attend the village school/preschool   

PLEASE WRITE AGE AGAINST EXHIBIT 
85 Creature Made of Clay, Plasticine or Playdough ‒ under 5yrs 
86 Jewellery Made From Any Material ‒ under 5yrs 
87 Creature Made of Clay, Plasticine or Playdough ‒ 5‒11yrs 
88 An Illustrated Story on a Piece of A4 Paper - 5-11yrs 
89 Jewellery Made From Any Material ‒ 5-11yrs 
90 Handmade Bookmark ‒ 11-15yrs 
91 A Decorated Egg ‒ 11‒15yrs 
92 A Photograph of an Animal or Bird ‒ 11‒15yrs 
93 Animal Made from Fruit and/or Vegetables - under 16 yrs 
94 Living Miniature Garden in a Container ‒ under 16 yrs 
95 Best Edible Item Grown in a 20cm/8" Pot ‒ under 16 yrs 
96 Painting of a Flower ‒ Toddler Group 
97 Collage of a Scarecrow ‒ Pre-School 
 

Abbotskerswell Primary School only 
98 Puffin Class ‒ Reception 
99 Robin Class ‒ Year 1  
100 Robin Class ‒ Year 2 
101 Swift Class ‒ Year 3 
102 Swift Class ‒ Year 4 
103 Kingfisher Class ‒ Year 5 
104 Kingfisher Class ‒ Year 6 
 

Garden Classes 
105 Garden in an Unusual Container 
106 Best Hanging Basket (judged at home) 
107 Best Kept Allotment/Vegetable Garden 
108 Best Kept Small Flower Garden 
109 Best Kept Large Flower Garden 
110 Best Wildlife Gardens 
111 Best Scarecrow - Open to Individual, Family or Business 
 

(Classes 105, 106, 107, 108, 109 & 110 to be entered with David 
Wilds on 07779 685788 before Sunday 22nd July) 

(Class 111 to be entered with Lynn Howard on 01626 351564 
before Monday 3rd June) 

Fruit Cake Recipe 
7oz (175g S R Flour) 
5oz (125g) Castor Sugar 
5oz (125g) Butter or Marg 
9oz (225g) Mixed Fruit 
3 eggs, 2oz (50g)  
Ground Almonds) 
Cook in a moderate oven in 
a 7” (18cm) tin 
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Update on our overseas player 
 

The club is absolutely delighted to announce that 
Strathdale Maristian CC all-rounder Sam Johnston, wife 
to be Hannah and daughter Hadley will be joining us for 
what promises to be a fantastic 2018 season. Sam and 
Hannah are due to get married on 7 April, arrive in the 
UK on 21 April, do a bit of London sightseeing before 
joining us prior to our pre-season match at Exeter on 28 
April. It seems now as if they will be living in the village 
so I am sure everyone will give them a very warm 
welcome. 

 
 
 

 
 

Preparations for the new season 
 

The indoor league team continues to play weekly and 
some of the senior players have been getting in some 
practice at the indoor cricket school at Exeter 
University. These are being booked currently on an ad 
hoc basis so if you are interested please look at the club 
Facebook page for details or contact Charlie Hill the 
first team captain villa_alf@hotmail.com. The club 
intends to arrange some further net sessions more 
locally. For further details contact either Chairman Paul 
Mitchell (abbotsccchairman@gmail.com) or the 
Secretary Richard Codd (abbotsarmy@gmail.com). The 
first friendly fixtures are on the weekend of Saturday 14 
and Sunday 15 April. Summer will soon be here. 

 
 
 

Planning your summer with the family 
 

For the children - All Stars Cricket 2018 
 

For all children between the ages of 5 and 8 - not just 
members of Abbotskerswell CC – we are running the All 
Stars cricket programme. This will be on every Tuesday 
night for 8 weeks starting on Tuesday 15 May from 
5:15pm to 6pm. If you require any further information 
regarding All Stars, please contact Sara Dallyn 
(sara.dallyn@gmail.com) 
 

For the Mums, girlfriends and partners  
 

Last year we hosted a new national ECB initiative called 
Wine and Wickets for women. Many joined these fun 
and enjoyable evenings. Towards the end of the season 
a women’s team took part in some tournaments. We are 
pleased to announce that is being run again in 2018. 
Sara Dallyn is your immediate contact but she is looking 
to find another person to run the evenings this time.  
 

In the meantime, there is an official launch for Wine and 
Wickets at the University of Exeter on Sunday 25th 
March at 10am. There will be games of informal cricket, 
prosecco and a cream tea available. Please let Sara know 
if you would like to enter as part of a team of 8. It should 
be finished by 1pm. 
 

Club improvements 
 

The work reported in the last issue has been moving on. 
New windows and internal improvements and decoration 
should be completed before the season begins. The 
changing rooms have been made more welcoming and 
the whole place is looking fresher. When we are able to 
get outside to prepare the ground as well the club will be 
an even more attractive place to play cricket. So if you 
are looking for somewhere to play this season make 
yourself known to us and come along. 
 

Sponsors 
 

Thanks to all those who have renewed their sponsorship 
already. Many in the village and local area sponsor match 
balls or advertising boards. If you would like to become a 
sponsor please contact our treasurer Keith Shakesheave 
(k.shakesheave@sky.com) or Paul Mitchell or Richard Codd 
who will provide you with the necessary details. 
 

Andy Rose  
01626-351886 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

https://www.facebook.com/sam.johnston.188?fref=gs&dti=326479134148432&hc_location=group
mailto:villa_alf@hotmail.com
mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsarmy@gmail.com
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.facebook.com%2Fsara.dallyn.1%3Ffref%3Dmentions%26hc_location%3Dgroup&data=02%7C01%7C%7Ccc69424995e5426027ff08d568ae69b9%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C636530020656168012&sdata


 

  13 

Kerswella Care is a newly formed voluntary patient support service which has been set up  

with the support and guidance of Kingscare League of Friends in Kingsteignton.   

 

Kingscare League of Friends is a long established charity which has been providing patient 

support services to the people in the community of Kingsteignton. 

 

Our idea is to extend these services to the wider community of Kingskerwell, Ipplepen, 

Abbotskerswell and Coffinswell under the umbrella of the newly formed Kerswella Care  
group.    

 

We aim to be in a position to offer a range of services that will enhance the lives of those in 

need in our community: 

 

 Befriending services 

 Transport services 

 Setting up a memory café in Kingskerswell 

 Join forces with other community groups 

 

If you would like to know more about the aspirations of  Kerswella Care, or would like to  

discuss opportunities for volunteering or have any input into its development, please do 

contact the Kerswella Care Co-ordinator 

 

 Gill Gould at the Kingskerswell Surgery  

 on Tuesdays/Wednesdays 

   07554 667037 or email gill.gould2@nhs.net  

 

 

 

Due to the successful recruitment of some lovely like-minded volunteers, from March this year 

we are able to offer pre-booked transport for KK/Ipplepen surgery appointments, befriending 

services to socially isolated and vulnerable people in the Kingskerswell/Abbotskerswell area. 

 

Our organisation is, of course, a new voluntary concern relying solely on kind volunteers and 

our resources are therefore limited.  We do therefore ask for voluntary donations for any 

service we provide to cover our volunteers’ costs. 

 

If you know of anyone who might be helped by our services, please contact Gill Gould 

directly on the number above to discuss if we can be of help. 

mailto:gill.gould2@nhs.net
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Seager 
Garden Services 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business 
Established 1997 

 

Available for one off jobs,  
contracting and  

regular maintenance   
 

Weeding & Grass cutting 
Hedges & Tree Surgery 
Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing 
Clearance & Restoration 

General Tidying 
 

Free quote call Julian Seagers  
01803 875260 
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Tree Care Specialist 

Rob Ewers 

Tel: 07878265631 
robewers61@gmail.com 

 
Hedge Trimming & Pruning 

Tree Surgery & Felling 
Logs/Wood Chip Delivered 

Stump Removal 

Fully Insured  Free Estimates & Advice 

R H Kitchens Ltd 
 

Design, Supply & Fit  
Fitting Only 

Bespoke Furniture 
Worktop Changes 

01626 206121 
07879 416504 

www.rhkitchens.com 

richardheyward@hotmail.com 

 
25 Years Joinery, Kitchen Design, 
Manufacture & Fitting Experience 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 

If you would like to advertise in 
AbbTalk  

lease email an-
nallen1000@gmail.com 

http://www.rhkitchens.com
mailto:richardheyward@hotmail.com
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Cleaner Ovens 
Established in 2003 

Office: 
01626 363748 

Let us put the sparkle back into your Oven 
Prices from £45.00 

Telephone 

Chris Hallwood 

Freephone: 0800 5838463  Mobile: 07966 613160 

Kitchen Companion 
Helping men prepare the sort of food  

they really enjoy. 

Discover the pleasure of cooking  

in your own kitchen with the friendly 

support of an experienced cook.   

 A new hobby with delicious results!   

If you want to find out more or have an 

informal chat, with no obligations, 

 contact  

Fin Heath 

01803 812849,  07728 730275,    
fin.heath@hotmail.co.uk 



 

16 

PHYSIOTHERAPY 
AND PILATES 
CLINIC 
 

 

 Neurorehab (Stroke, MS, PD, 
Brain Injury) 

 Litegait walking therapy – improve 
your mobility 

 Chronic back/neck/joint pain 
 Functional Electrical Stimulation  
 Dizziness and balance problems 
 Pilates and more… 
 

Led by highly qualified, experienced 
Physiotherapists.  

 
Contact Jenny now for more information. 

 
Tel: 07775 844839 

email: senseabilitytherapy@gmail.com  
www.senseabilitytherapy.co.uk  

 
Based at Dainton Park Golf club, Totnes Road, 

Ipplepen, TQ12 5TN. Sense Ability Therapy Ltd, 
Company No: 9798257 

‘FUN’ QUIZ NIGHT  
WITH BUFFET SUPPER 

 

Organised by  
Abbotskerswell Parish Church  

Social Committee  
 

Church House – Abbotskerswell 
Saturday 17th March 2018 – 7 00 pm 

 

Quiz Master – The Vicar! 
 

Raffle 
 

Please bring your own wine 
 

Tickets £8 50 
available from the Orchard Café  

and Central Stores – Abbotskerswell 
 

Please purchase your tickets before 14th March 

EVERYBODY WELCOME 

COMB & COLLAR 
DOG GROOMING 

 

 
Michelle Stockman 

Tel: 07866 880026 

 

 
10% OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT 

 

 
Email: combcollar@gmail.com 

www.combcollar.wordpress.com 

mailto:senseabilitytherapy@gmail.com
http://www.senseabilitytherapy.co.uk
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FREE CALL OUT 

CALL TIM ON: 07757 121550 

OFFICE: 01626 211153 



 

  19 

 

The Chimney Chief 

Nick Ashburn-Scott 
Certified Chimney Sweep 

 
07748343206 
 
nick@thechimneychief.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/thechimneychief 

 
 I specialise in Power Sweeping 
 Traditional Brush and Vacuum Sweeping 
 Chimney Inspections—CCTV Technology 
 Smoke Draw Testing 
 Advise on Woodburners and how to get the best use  

out of them 
 Bird Guards and Cowls fitted 
 Supply and Advise on Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

 
If you have any queries at all please do not hesitate to con-
tact me. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
www.thechimneychief.co.uk 

REGISTERED MEMBER 
www.instituteofchimneysweeps.co.uk 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
Monday 29th January 2018 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm   
 

Present Cllr Mrs W Grierson (Chairman), C Cllr A Dewhirst 
(from item 6a), Cllr K Eales, Cllr Mrs A Allen, Cllr P Marino, Cllr 
K Farrelly,  Cllr Mrs M Colclough. 
 

In Attendance 1 member of the Public, Mr John Lewis (Tree 
Warden), Mr Nick Taylor (Allotments).  
 

Apologies for Absence – Cllr Mrs L Clowes, D Cllr D Smith. 
 

Declarations of interest  
 

1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 18th 
December 2017 – proposed by Cllr P Marino & 
seconded by Cllr K Farrelly with all in agreement. 
Minutes of the Planning Meeting – Wednesday 10th 
January 2018 – Cllr Mrs M Colclough proposed 
amendment to her statement on page number 634 to 
read as follows: 

D Cllr Mrs M Colclough has confirmed that this has 
been called into Committee because of the TPO on 
site, the cramped development of the site and the 
fact that previous applications have been lost twice 
on appeal.  

 

Minutes duly signed by the Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson. 
 

2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes) ‒ no points raised. 
 

3) Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council ‒ 
none. 
 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council ‒ none. 
 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council – none. 
 

4) Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr K Eales reported that there is 

a new neighbourhood planning officer – she is currently 
reviewing settlement boundaries of Parishes and will be 
holding meetings regards this once they have been 
reviewed to seek the views of the Parish Council. A 
meeting was held with TDC – Cllr K Eales & Cllr Mrs W 
Grierson attended for the Parish Council, Wolborough 
Residents were represented by Paul Evemy & Chris 
Watts also members of Newton Abbot Town Council 
were present, the current PCL Planning Application was 
discussed and also the Greater Exeter Strategic Plan 
and the housing figures proposed and whether they 
may change.   TDC confirmed they are not going to 
respond either way to PCL`s letters asking for 
determination of their planning application as the Draft 
Development Framework Plan will go out to 
consultation for 6 weeks in April. A firm of consultants 
have been employed to produce this and once this is 
completed PCL will have to resubmit their application.   

b) Parish Council Vacancy – this now to be advertised, 
many thanks go to Cllr Bob Chambers for all his work on 
the Parish Council it has been much appreciated.  The 

Vacancy will be advertised in Abbtalk along with thanks 
to Bob Chambers. 

 

5) Correspondence 
 

a) E-mail – Slade Lane Parking – noted that some of the 
Cars may be School staff.  A copy of the e-mail to be 
sent to Tim Hughes at the School to ask if anything can 
be done.  

b) AbbPast History Board proposals – this has been 
circulated to Cllrs – All in agreement that they can go 
ahead and put the boards up once planning 
permission has been obtained.  

c) E-mail from Corri Pedrick – Traffic speeds in the Village 
– C Cllr A Dewhirst has replied to this e-mail explaining 
the situation with Speed Limits are present.  Bin 
stickers 20 is plenty, to be given out to Parishioners 
and a note to be put into Abbtalk regards the stickers 
being given out.   

d) E-mail from Abbotskerswell Primary School regards 
fundraising – The Parish Council are unable to sponsor 
individuals and so are unable to help with 
sponsorship, but this project has been well advertised 
in AbbTalk.  

 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written report 

attached to the minutes.  
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – The Council Tax base for 2018/2019 has been 
approved at £48,577. The estimated growth in the 
number of dwellings compared to 2017/2018 has been 
calculated at 1% thus making a total of 49,067.7 being 
the estimated number of Band D properties for next 
year.  As the current collection rate of Council Tax is 
99% this has been assumed as giving the final figure.  
Financial plan proposals are to be published for 
comments over the next 6 weeks and the main issues 
include – 1) level of Council Tax – proposals to increase 
it by £5 or 3.12%. 2) Ongoing support for housing, 
backing businesses and bringing people and 
organisations together for local neighbourhood 
planning. 3) Town centre investment in infrastructure & 
employment. Phil Shears has been appointed by the 
Council on a permanent basis as Head of Paid Services. 
It was thought necessary for TDC to be represented on 
the Heart of South West Joint Committee. Somerset CC 
will be the administering authority. The Council 
approved a contribution to fund the admin and work 
programme for the joint committee. 

c) Emergency Planning Committee report – Cllr K Farrelly 
reported that the Defib had been called upon and taken 
but was not needed. A £660 grant from Devon 
Communites together has been given for blankets, 
water pumps, shovels, high vis jackets and equipment.  

d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report. 
1) Planting of Fruit Trees at bottom of field – 

Abbotskerswell Orchard – Cllr Mrs W Grierson 
confirmed she has spoken to Dawn Platten about 
the Trees. Cllr K Farrelly will arrange for the 
ground to be levelled so that the trees can be 
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planted but at present the ground is too wet for 
it to be done.  

2) Playground proposals – these are still with the 
school being looked at, once this is back a 
meeting will be held with TDC to come up with a 
final plan within a certain budget which will then 
go back out to tender.  

3) ARA draw shortly to come up and a note has 
gone into Abbtalk to ask for draw collectors to 
walk the rounds.  

e) Allotments Report – Mr John Lewis reported that 
Joanna Westgate has sadly passed away. 

f) P3 Report – noting to report.  
g) Village Hall Report – Cllr P Marino reported that a 

planning application for the hall will shortly be 
forthcoming, garden show plans now underway.  

h) Tree Warden Report – report of possible Ash Dieback in 
the Village, noted that a tree in  Wilton Close may be 
dieing and will be watched in the Spring.  

i) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 
meetings or Committees. 
1) TALC – minutes have been circulated to Cllrs. 
2) Stoneycombe Liasion – no meeting held. 

j) DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges. 
1) Pavement Condition outside the Village Shop – 

Cllr A Dewhirst confirmed that he has passed this 
matter including the picture onto DCC.   

2)  Flooding at Maddicombe Road noted – this has 
been reported on the DCC website.  

k) Volunteer Action Group – nothing to report but Dave 
Wilds still clearing weeds in the Village.  

l) Consultations – TDC Design Guide – this is now out for 6 
weeks consultation. 

m) Communications Committee Report – nothing to 
report. 

n) Grass Cutting 2018 – Simon Birbeck has confirmed he is 
happy to carry on with the same price as last year – all 
in agreement for him to go ahead.  

o) Precept 2018/2019 – proposed – £25,250 – proposed 
by Cllr K Eales and seconded by Cllr  Mrs W Grierson 
with all in agreement. This will give the Parish Council 
enough money in hand to be able to use for any legal 
challenges which could arise. 
 

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1538 = £48.00 (vat £8.00) – Clystnet Ltd. 
Cheque no 1539 = £54.28 (vat £2.59) – EDF (Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1540 = £325.00 – Birbeck Landscapes. 
Cheque no 1541 = £67.59 (vat £1.51) – British Gas (Toilet 

Electric). 
Cheque no 1542 = £108.07 (vat £5.14) – British Gas (Pavillion). 
Cheque no 1543 = £197.72 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning January). 
Cheque no 1544 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick January). 
Cheque no 1545 = £488.78 – Sharon Raggett (Wages January 

2017). 
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1139 = £20.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1140 = £50.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1141 = £20.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1142 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1143 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 

Cheque no 1144 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1145 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance January 2018  = £7,657.08 
Village Events Account - £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance January 2018 = £31,946.56 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 

 

Proposed by Cllr K Eales & seconded by Cllr K Farrelly  with 
all in agreement. 

 

8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council Meeting’s 
Agenda. 

9) ARA Draw – January 2018  
 

236 – £50.00 – Mrs H Walkden – Hazelbrook, Slade Lane 
47 – £20.00 – Mrs K O`Neil – 10 Grange Road 
574 – £5.00 – Mrs Thomas – 41 Wilton Way 
286 – £5.00 – Mrs Tolliday – 1 Lakeland 
135 – £5.00 – Mrs Allen – Treetops, Forde Close 
146 – £5.00 – Mr C Bloxidge – 4 Wilton Way 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 
9.12pm  
 

Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 26th March 2018 @ 7.30pm. 

ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS AND 
REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM – 
PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607  

2017 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr K Eales 
9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu 
 

VACANCY 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or marycolclough2@gmail.com 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 
8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956 or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 
31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 
(Chairperson) Mrs W Grierson 

Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  
01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mrs Liz Clowes 
Mote Cottage, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell 

01626 332092 or liz_taylor@live.co.uk  
Cllr Mrs Ann Allen 

Tree Tops, 1 Forde Close, Abbotskerswell 
01626 330965 or annallen1000@gmail.com 

District Cllr D Smith 
Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 
Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 
34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 
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Abbotskerswell Pre-School 
The Village Hall, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF 

Monday, Thursday and Friday 9am–1pm Tuesday and Wednesday 9am–3pm  

For all children from the age of two 

NEWS 

Hi everyone,  

Spring is here and the weathers starting to change, long 
gloomy days are replaced by new growth, light and hope for 
the coming year.  

At preschool there is never a dull moment, no gloomy days. 
We are filled with small children and their curiosity for the 
world around them is coupled with a fascination to learn 
and soak everything up. This means that every day is a new 
adventure waiting to happen.  

We have adventures in the 
craft area where children 
explore paint, glue, pens, 
scissors and many other 
resources. They learn to make 
marks, manipulate equipment 
and develop good skills in 
preparation for early writing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

We have adventures in the building area where children can 
use wooden blocks, magnets, Duplo, and giant bricks among 
other things. They can create church towers, houses, farms 
anything they can think of to develop their imaginations, 
spatial awareness and mathematical skills. 

We have many, many 
outdoor adventures where 
children have the same 
opportunities to learn 
outside that they do inside. 
Mark making, counting, 
making friends, reading, 
physical skills, taking turns 
and a thousand other 
possibilities.  

If you would like your child to 
join us on our adventures 
then please get in touch we 
would be very happy to hear 
from you.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

And please don’t forget our 
ever popular Baby and  
Toddler group every Monday 
morning from 10am. 

 

 

Emma 

E: abbotskerswellpreschool@hotmail.co.uk 
T: 07986519495 
W: abbotskerswellpreschool.org 
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C ARRICK 

J OHNSON 

  

  

  
 

 

  

 

 

  

  mail@carrickjohnson.com  

Visit our website:  carrickjohnson.com 
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Registered in England No. 4694508. Registered Office 32 Monk Street, Abergavenny, Monmouthshire, NP7 5NW 

Hedgelands Financial Services Ltd is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority, FCA Registration Number 624282 

This year’s ISA allowance of £20,000 must be used before 5th April so a few thoughts about 
investing in tough times might be helpful. Remember, ISAs provide tax free growth and income. 

During times of economic or market uncertainty, share prices will inevitably take a hit. Although it is likely to be uncomfortable, 
there is no need to panic; in fact, these times can offer an opportunity to review your portfolio and ensure it ’s positioned to 
weather any storms that might lie ahead.  

This doesn’t mean you need to make sweeping changes – after all, weatherproofing your house against the winter doesn’t 
mean you tear it down and rebuild it from scratch. Instead, you make sensible, incremental changes that provide additional 
strength.  

With that in mind, here are ten practical tips to help you fight off the worst effects of difficult times. 

1. DIVERSIFY—It is the basic rule of investing not to have all your eggs in one basket, but it’s worth reaffirming. Different asset classes perform well 
or poorly at different times. If your portfolio is exposed to a single asset class – for example, equities – its performance will follow the fortunes of 
the equity market and returns are likely to be volatile. However, if your portfolio contains a selection of different asset classes and is spread 
across different countries and regions of the world, the various elements can perform differently at different times – so if one is doing badly, 
another may well be performing better and so could help to compensate.  

2. LOOK OUTSIDE YOUR HOME MARKET—With diversification in mind, perhaps you could start looking overseas for opportunities. A UK-focused 
portfolio might seem a sensible and conservative option for a UK-based investor. However, this strategy leaves you and your portfolio at the 
mercy of domestic sentiment. Other areas of the world may offer a more positive outlook or could simply be better placed to help you through 
any domestic downturn. You need to be aware of the different risks involved with different international markets but even a small step into, say, 
other developed western economies helps to diversify some of your risk.  

3. BE PREPARED TO ROLL WITH THE PUNCHES—Your attitude during negative periods is as important as your portfolio’s structure. Economies 
simply do not keep growing indefinitely and recessions and stock market downturns are likely to happen from time to time. Successful investors 
tend to be pragmatic and realistic: they invest for the long term and expect that, while there will be good times, there will also be some bad ones. 
A short-term downturn should not be a reason to panic. 

4. LOOK BEYOND THE ECONOMIC DATA—Remember that economic data releases are backward-looking. At the start of a slowdown, figures may 
continue to appear positive, perhaps contradicting our everyday experiences as old numbers remain in the calculation. Similarly, once economic 
growth begins to recover, it will take a while to be fully reflected in the new data. Headlines that scream “worst figures for 30 years” may confirm 
what we have just been through but do not necessarily reflect the prospects for tomorrow. What they often do, however, is fan the flames of 
investor uncertainty – not to mention sell newspapers. 

5. CASH IS NOT NECESSARILY KING—Investment is as much about protecting against potential downsides as it is about targeting maximum growth. 
High returns are often associated with high risk, and not everyone is comfortable with the idea that their investment might fall by a third or more 
overnight. A financial adviser will make a detailed assessment of your attitude to risk before making any recommendations. They will also ensure 
you do not put all your eggs in one basket by helping you diversify not only across asset classes but also across accounts, individual funds, and 
product providers. 

6. GO FOR QUALITY—During recessions and stock market downturns, high-quality and financially strong companies tend to bear up better than their 
newer or more debt-laden peers. A tough environment helps to separate the wheat from the chaff and struggling companies may be forced to cut 
their dividends or release negative trading statements. Holding quality stocks, therefore, could help you ride out some of the storm. It is also worth 
noting that, if the equity market is falling across the board, this provides a great opportunity to pick up quality stocks at relatively cheap prices. 

7. ASSESS YOUR EXPOSURE TO SMALLER COMPANIES—Historically, as an asset class, smaller companies have been worse affected during periods 
of recession than their larger counterparts. You therefore need to be sure of your attitude to risk before deciding to take any significant positions 
in smaller companies: when things are going well, they can offer the possibility of greater gains than their larger peers, but when things are going 
badly, losses can be much greater. If volatility makes you nervous or if your portfolio is relatively small, you could consider reducing your exposure 
to smaller companies and perhaps reinvest into some less adventurous choices 

8. CHECK IF YOU ARE OVEREXPOSED—Different industry sectors tend to perform well at different stages of the investment cycle. During an 
economic slowdown, some companies are less sensitive to the effects of that slowdown because demand remains largely unaffected – for 
example, companies in sectors such as food retailing, pharmaceuticals and utilities. Consequently, these tend to hold up better than, for example, 
leisure companies and housebuilders, which depend on households having money to spare. It is usually worth holding onto high-quality 
companies, regardless of short-term hitches, but this might be a good time to ensure you are not overexposed to any one sector or region. 

9. THINK LONG TERM—A recession is commonly defined as two consecutive quarters of negative growth (as measured by gross domestic product or 
GDP). Six months in the average life of a portfolio, however, is hardly a great deal of time. Even if we allow for the negative behaviour of markets 
before and after the publication of these sets of data, six months is not long compared with, say, the 20-plus years over which we plan for our 
retirements. If your portfolio continues to meet your personal criteria and is well diversified, a period of recession should not cause you to change 
your plans. Sometimes doing nothing can be the best course of action. 

10. THIS IS A FIRE DRILL – NOT A FIRE—Remember the saying ‘If you can keep your head when all about you are losing theirs…’? Market downturns 
are a great practical example of this maxim. A fire drill is a good thing: the fire might never actually occur but if the worst happens, at least you can 
be confident you have taken all the appropriate precautions. The real trick is to make sure you plan your portfolio properly at the outset, with the 
help of an expert. Then, when a downturn strikes, you can stay calm and review your situation sensibly and with confidence, rather than be 
panicked. 

Contact David Hedge at Hedgelands for investment advice 
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ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. Visit and 
host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet for a Social 
evening and supper. Middle of each month usually in Church House. 
Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact Marilyn 
Whitefoot 361275 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Speakers on historical topics both local and further afield.  Contact: 
Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible lighting 
available to book. Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Wednesday evenings from 
7pm–8pm. We would love to welcome some new members. You do not have to 
be musical – just be able to count to six! Contact Liz Smyth-Osbourne on 368400 
or just come along to the church on Wednesday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every Wednesday from 
7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs who is interested in the 
possibility of joining is welcome to come along preferably after contacting 
the Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and 
late May/early June. Contact: Nicola Smith 01626 332258 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation Area 
court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 3 Devon League sides 
on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly sides, with 
training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for boys and girls 
from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams 
from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 
07778-017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. We 
have working layouts in OO and N scale where members can run 
their own models. Refreshments available. Contact John Whitehead 
on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the Flood 
Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or sandbags to 
protect your property, then please contact Dave on: 01626 355541 or 
07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
1st Monday of the month 8.00pm in the Parish Rooms. Contact 
Sylvia Hallett on 01626 365411 

Abbotskerswell Knit & Natter Group 

Meet alternate Mondays in the Parish Rooms. Contact: Ann Allen on: 01626 
330965 

 

Parish Rooms—Free WiFi available 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  01803 614567 / Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–08:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES—SHOP & POST OFFICE 

Tel: 01626 333387 

Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626 361101 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

British Telecom Faults                  151 

Electricity Western Power 08456 012989 

Gas 0800   317960 

Water 0800   378937 

Street Lighting 0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council     01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council 01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden 01626 351378 

Dog Warden 01626 215881 

Crimestoppers 0800   555111 

Samaritans 01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital 01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital 01626 324500 

RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line 01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line 01626 833664 

National Express Coach 08705 808080 

Rail Information 08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter 01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth 01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre 01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema 08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre 01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn 01803 812717 

Locksmith 01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956

 (Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line 03444 111 444
 (Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College     01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School    01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your house 

name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

Mobile Library Van 2018 (Monday unless stated) 
 Abbotshill car park: 09.45–10.05 
 AK Village Centre: 10.15–11.00 
 The Priory: 11.05–11.50 
Mar 5th / Apl 6th (Fri) & 30th / Jun 1st (Fri) & 25th / Jul 23rd / Aug 20th / 

Sep 17th / Oct 15th / Nov 12th / Dec 10th & 31st 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

