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Christmas Lunch 
 

Once again a group of volunteers 
prepared and cooked a 
wonderful Christmas Day lunch 
for about 30 people who would 
otherwise be unable to be with 
their families or find the day 
difficult one way or another. 
 

 
 
 
All the usual festive goodies, 
drinks on arrival, nibbles,  
crackers and a wonderful  
selection of desserts including 
traditional Christmas pudding. 
 
 
 

 
 
Thanks to Orchard Café and Deli 
and Central Stores for their 
contribution of mince pies etc. 
and all the people who  
prepared, cooked and served  
the meal, particularly Jane Taylor 
and Margaret Crompton. 
 
A good time was had by all. 

The Magic of Christmas 

“Joy to the World”, the carollers sang out 
as last minute shoppers scurried about 

desperately seeking that one special gift 
that would give Christmas morning a magical lift. 

 
As an old man stood listening to the song, 

midst all the madness of the bustling throng, 
in a shaky voice he began to join in 

singing the words of the famous old hymn. 
 

One by one people stopped with their madness 
to join the old man for a moment of gladness. 

By the time the carollers finished with singing he song 
the whole throng was united as they all sang along. 

 
As if by magic from out of the sky 

church bells rang out from a chapel nearby. 
And when it was over people greeted each other 

With messages of good will they shared one with another. 
 

You see that magical lift the shoppers sought for so long 
was not in the buying or scurrying along. 
That magical gift so desperately sought 

Was the Spirit of Christmas—which could never be bought. 
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Dear Reader 

Happy New Year to all our readers. 

The start of another busy year. All the clubs and associations in 
the village are very active so if you haven’t already done so, check 
our what’s on offer on the back page and throughout the 
magazine. They’re always looking for new members and if you’re 
new to the village it’s a great way to get to know people. 

Our village nearly always looks spick and span but sometimes 
needs a little tidy up. If you can help with the litter pick n the 24th 
you will be very welcome. 

On Shrove Tuesday 13th in Church House from 11am delicious 
sweet and savoury pancakes will be served. Enjoy! 

AbbTalk Editor 
annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 

Cover picture taken by John Whitehead 

Next deadline for March issue 
Advertisements and Articles – 15th February 
Next delivery date – 2nd & 3rd March 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Kevin Eales Chairman 
 (kevin@eales.eu) 

Zoe Truman Secretary 
 (zoe_truman@hotmail.com ) 

Lynn Howard Treasurer 
 (modelstores@btconnect.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Picture Editor  
 (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Tim Collins  Church Representative 
 (tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Diary Dates for February 
Knit and Natter ............................... 5th & 19th 

Twinning ......................................... 10th .................. page 11 

AbbPast .......................................... 12th .................. page 8 

Pancakes on Shrove Tuesday ......... 13th .................. page 4 

Village Litter Pick ............................ 24th .................. page 16 

Average rainfall for  
Abbotskerswell 2012‒2017 

Average rainfall for  
Teignmouth 1981‒2010 

Rainfall 
Monthly Totals—2017  

 mm ins mm ins mm ins 

January 75.0 2.95 149.7 5.90 95.2 3.75 

February 68.5 2.70 82.5 3.25 71.8 2.83 

March 92.0 3.62 75.3 3.00 69.4 2.73 

April 21.5 0.85 69.9 2.80 58.4 2.30 

May 60.0 2.36 72.3 2.85 58.8 2.31 

June 92.0 3.62 82.3 3.20 50.5 1.99 

July 78.0 3.07 58.5 2.30 45.5 1.79 

August 69.0 2.72 98.3 3.90 54.1 2.13 

September 96.0 3.78 63.0 2.50 57.5 2.26 

October 57.0 2.24 129.2 5.10 94.3 3.71 

November 38.0 1.50 117.2 4.60 89.1 3.51 

December 125.0 4.92 135.5 5.30 102.9 4.04 

Year 872.0 34.33 1133.7 44.70 847.5 33.37 

Total 2012 1573.00 61.9  

2013 1135.50 44.7 

2014 1230.00 48.4 

2015 1060.00 41.7 

2016 931.99 36.7 

Annual Rainfall Statistics kindly 
supplied by David Munden 

ABBOTSKERSWELL  
RECREATION  
ASSOCIATION 

SOS from the ARA—Can you help? 

 Maybe you’re new to the village 
 Want to get to know your  

neighbours 
 Like walking 

The ARA is aiming to raise around 
£40K for the children’s play area in the 

recreation ground. 
 

If you think you can help please give 
Ann Down a call on 07717762758 

 
Thank you 

NEEDS 

Find out what 
we are up to on 

page 7! 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com


 

4 

*** Please note *** 
11am start for main Sunday Services 

Please see Current pattern of Worship for full details 

*********** 

The Strangeness of the Christian Calendar! 

By the time you read this, we’ll already be in to the second 
month of 2018. Perhaps, though, the festive joy and 
goodwill of Christmas is still relatively fresh in our minds – 
the tinsel and trees, the decorations and cards; we’ve 
visited the manger with the shepherds and the Wise Men; 
wondered at God With Us, and pondered with Mary what 
all of this might mean. We’ve carolled and wassailed into 
the New Year, despite the reality of the still dark and wet 
Winter months, of the daily challenges of life. 
But even as the tinkle of the Christmas Star can still just 
about be heard, already the Church is looking ahead to its 
next great Festival – that of Easter! To my mind Easter is 
the most important of all our festivals – because without 
Easter, without the resurrection we wouldn’t be Christians. 
And so, with all the strangeness that is the calculation of 
Easter (new moons, equinoxes etc), Lent – that period of 40 
days that acknowledges Jesus’s time of testing in the 
wilderness before the start of his ministry and mission - will 
begin in the middle of this month. In fact, in a strange 
juxtaposition of the secular and sacred, Ash Wednesday, a 
sacred festival and the beginning of Lent, falls on that great 
celebration of love: St Valentine’s Day, the 14th February.  

And in another slightly quirky twist, Easter is actually 
the 1st April – All Fool’s Day. There must surely be the basis 
of a great sermon there! 

Tim Collins, Reader and Ordinand 
 

Upcoming Events: 
 

SHROVE TUESDAY PANCAKES 
Tuesday 13 February 2018 

Church House        11 00 am – 2 30 pm 
 

Do come along to Church House for a veritable feast of 
pancakes – with a great menu of both savoury and sweet 
available.  The classic lemon and sugar; ore be more 
adventurous and seek out a savoury one. 
 

There will be cakes, coffee, tea and soft drinks as well. 
 

Everybody welcome to come along and enjoy that most 
delicious of treats! 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly 
by church members. We will continue to do all that we can 
to meet the needs of others, during the time of being 
without a dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in 
people’s homes do so with the authority and support of the 
parish church and will pass to Revd John Leonard any 
additional spiritual support that might be needed. 

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own 
support, then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church 
Warden. 
 

Sunday Lunch  

1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have been 
providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of each 
month at Church House This was the vision of Revd Gill 
Still, who recognised that for many people Sundays can 
be a little challenging. They may be on their own, or just 
find the effort of making Sunday lunch just one thing too 
much in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and talented 
volunteers have prepared, cooked and served over 3000 
traditional Sunday roasts, and a further six teams of sweet-
toothed connoisseurs have provided a choice of delicious 
puddings. The suggested donation is £6, with any profits 
being reinvested in Church House facilities, and as such 
have contributed to new chairs, a dishwasher and a 
refurbished kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact  
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 
 
Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful 
cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good time is had 
by all.  

Wed 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 
 Contact: Liz Smyth-Osbourne 01626 368400 
 lizsmytho@hotmail.co.uk 
 

Priest: Revd John Leonard Tel. 01803 873006  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
 Guy Rogers Tel: 01803 558058  
Reader Tim Collins Tel: 01626 365139 
  (email tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Please note our website: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church 

mailto:tpandme@btinternet.com
http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk


 

  5 

Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  

We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 
 

1st Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 
 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Eucharist (BCP) 
A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 
An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  
 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

11am  Eucharist (CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

 

4th Sunday of the Month 

11am  Parish Praise 
A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

6pm (BST) Evensong (BCP) 

A non-communion sung service of the word, lasting about 
an hour. 
 

5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

11am  Eucharist (CW) at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 11am.) There are a number of occasional 
services throughout the year which are advertised at Church 
House, on our website and in AbbTalk. 

ABBOTSKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, 
etc.,  

including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required 

One room all day ........................ £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ........... £45.00 
Two rooms all day  .................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight......... £90.00 
Use of bar ...................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour ............. £8.00 
Weddings fee .............................. £320.00 
+ includes lighting & heating 

Abboskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 
 

Free WiFi available 

Registered Charity No. 264508 

LIVE JAZZ in ABBOTSKERSWELL – JACK HONEYBORNE TRIO 
 

In 2016 many in the village and beyond enjoyed a fabulous evening of live jazz in the Church. After requests for a repeat visit 
we are delighted that for one night only a trio of London's busiest and best jazz musicians will be performing in St Mary’s 
Parish Church on TUESDAY 6 MARCH  7:30pm. 

As part of his 90th year celebrations legendary British pianist Jack Honeyborne will be bringing his new trio to Abbotskerswell 
Parish Church for a very special evening when they will play many of the jazz classics. Over his long career Jack has worked 
with Vera Lynn, Eartha Kitt, Harry Secombe, Max Bygraves and many others. In more recent years Jack has featured in the film 
'Quartet' with Billy Connolly and Maggie Smith and Esio Trot with Judy Dench and Dustin Hoffman. The trio also features the 
talented and highly musical drummer Jason Reeve and accomplished and in-demand bassist Mark Rose. The trio have  
recently recorded a new album of Jack's favourite Jazz Standards which can be found at www.jackhoneyborne.bandcamp.com 

 
 
For all jazz enthusiasts and for those 
who just want to enjoy quality 
musicians playing many familiar 
tunes this is a rare opportunity to 
hear top quality jazz in 
Abbotskerswell. Seating in the 
Church is limited, so it is advisable 
to buy your tickets early. 
 
 
 

Tickets cost £12, to include a glass of wine at the interval. These are available by contacting Andrew Rose by email 
aprose53@hotmail.com or phone 01626-351886, or can be purchased at the Model Stores, Abbotskerswell. 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
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 Lunchtime Specials 
2 MEALS FOR £11.90! 

Mon-Fri Lunchtimes 
All meals on offer are from a selected menu 

 

Freshly prepared Sunday Roast from £6.45! 

 
OUR BARS ARE OPEN ALL DAY 

WE SERVE FOOD ALL DAY THURSDAY TO SUNDAY,  

LUNCHTIMES & EVENINGS MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY 

BOOKINGS ADVISABLE TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 
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With enormous thanks to two of the dads at school we  

are recreating the iconic  story of the Hare and  the Torto ise . 

The school is making progress in its bid to upgrade 

its IT equipment, but there is still more to do.  After a 

successful campaign during 2017 much equipment is 

already installed and in use.  We are now entering phase 2!  

To raise the much needed funds, Lee Muscott (the hare) 

and Tim Mitchell (the tortoise) are cycling from John 

O’Groats to Lands End. 

They are not making it 

easy for themselves 

though, they are doing it 

into the wind, in February, 

on mountain bikes!  They 

are also following the 

sustrans route – which 

adds 200 miles to the 

journey, but hopefully 

keeps them safer. 

The school is integrating the 

journey into many aspects of 

the curriculum, giving the 

children a real lesson in the 

meaning of ‘Endeavour’ – this 

term’s learning theme.  

During the 12 day race, the 

children will be live linking to 

the hare and tortoise, as well 

as learning much about 

nutrition, exercise, geography and determination… 

Thank you to Abbfest and also the doctors of 

Ipplepen and Kingskerswell surgery for their recent 

financial support, who, along with our other wonderful 

supporters have already enabled £3,100 to be raised in this 

phase.  Our target for this endeavour is £25,000 – so we still 

have a long way to go – just like the cyclists! 

The training is well underway in an effort to keep 

the undeniable pain of the event to a minimum… If anyone 

wants to join in any of the training sessions, or even a 

section of the journey, please don’t hesitate to get in touch 

with Tim (the tortoise) – 07890 007340.  The more the 

merrier! 

 

A gentler involvement 

might be to follow the 

efforts of the hare and 

tortoise and their supporting 

team on the social media 

that has been set up.  We 

will update it regularly – so 

please join the hare and 

tortoise (either literally or 

more comfortably) as they 

endeavour to change the 

education experience for our 

children and the rest of the 

village, because don’t forget, 

after the Easter break, the 

new IT equipment is going  

to be made available to those 

in the village who wish to 

come and learn how to use 

the internet.  Look out for 

more details in the March 

edition of AbbTalk.  

If anyone reading this would like to contribute to 

the cause and give the champions another reason to  

keep pedalling, please either visit the school website and 

follow the link to our just giving page 

(www.abbotskerswell-primary.devon.sch.uk) or fill in  

a sponsorship form (at the Orchard Café or Sharon’s  

Hair Cair).   

 

We hope that however you join us, you will enjoy the 

journey! 

Cyclists Tim Mitchell and Lee Muscott with  

pupils from Abbotskerswell Primary School 

Abbotskerswell Primary School PTFA 

Look out! Look out! There’s a hare and tortoise about... 

 @Haretortoise18  @Haretortoise18  @Haretortoise18 

PTFA  

United, devoted, for our children 

Prepping 

Tim & Lee 

leaving 

Tim & Lee 
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AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 

THE JANUARY TALK: UN-EARTHING 
DARTMOOR COPPER MINE 

Our speaker for the January meeting was Ian Howes. Ian 
formerly taught history at Knowles Hill School in Newton 
Abbot, and used all his skills to deliver an outstanding talk 
on a project obviously very close to his heart. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

A number of years ago Paul Heatley, a book shop owner 
from Ashburton, bought some woodland to be able to 
enjoy the environment that it provided. In addition to the 
trees and wildlife, was an old copper mine. Ian was invited 
to look into history of the mine, and using Time Team as his 
guide, that is exactly what he did. 

The Druid Mine was constructed in the mid-1850s and 
today the remains of an engine and boiler house, chimney 
and its shaft are clearly visible. Ian set himself four 
objectives: to explore, to research, to illustrate and to 
present the mine. In a fascinating talk he explained how he 
completed the first three and delivered the fourth to us. 
The outer rim of Dartmoor had dozens of mines, of various 

kinds, and close to Ashburton were a good number of 
copper mines. Druid Mine had six companies that tried to 
make it profitable, all failing it would appear. 

Ian showed us what the site looks like today, as well as 
producing some amazing reconstructions that he has 
created; the ‘then & now’ pictures above are examples of 
this. His research produced maps which revealed a 
reservoir, wheel pits, and crushing house, which he then 
found on the ground. He discovered contemporary 
photographs and postcards, showing the mine working and 
also revealing that the south side of the engine house had a 
Palladian façade, which is possibly a unique feature. 
Between 1852 and 1878 the mine only appeared to 
produce small amounts of ore and certainly did not make 
the owners any money. 

Ian’s passion for his project shone through, with an 
excellent delivery that delighted those present. Our future 
topics are varied and interesting, so why not give it a go 
and join us for the evening; members and visitors are both 
welcome. 

Look at our website, www.abbpast.co.uk, and find out  
what we are up to. Don’t forget most of our five 
publications are available free in The Model Stores and 
Orchard Café. 

Our next meeting is on 12 February at 7.30 in Church 
House and features a former RAF pilot who tells of his 
time with The Battle of Britain Memorial Flight. 

Happy New Year From The Chordettes, Ladies Close Harmony Chorus 
The Chordettes would like to wish all residents and friends of Abbotskerswell a very Happy and Joyful New Year.  It was 
a busy end to 2017 for the chorus, as we raised funds for several charities including £212.00 for Macmillan from the 
sale of cakes at a social evening, ending a successful 3 week ‘Learn to Sing’ course to recruit new members.   As well as 
being able to donate funds raised to Macmillan, the chorus were joined by some lovely ladies and judging by the 
harmonious sound when mixed with the chorus on our rehearsal nights in the village hall, good singers too.  It is 
wonderful that some have decided to join and new members will continue to be welcome in 2018.   

The Chordettes continuously seek to recruit new members, whether experienced singers (sight reading an advantage, 
but not essential) or beginners who would like to join them to sing in harmony, for fun and friendship in the Village Hall 
on Wednesday nights.  In particular the chorus is currently seeking some more Sopranos and ran a successful series of 
‘Welcome Wednesdays – How High Can You Go’ in January.  However, it is never too late to try a new challenge for 
2018 so why not come and join us for a fun evening with our friendly chorus and kick-start your New Year with a new 
challenge, a new hobby and new friends.   

The chorus rehearse on Wednesday nights between 7pm and 10pm in Abbotskerswell Village Hall.  To enquire about 
joining, please email singchordettes@gmail.com.  Being a member of The Chordettes, you can benefit from developing 
singing technique and breathing skills, learning how to sing in harmony, understanding vocal range, with vocal warm 
ups, building listening skills and confidence, making new friends and most importantly, having fun!  There are some 
great new songs being added to the repertoire this year, so it really has never been a better time to join.  Plans are in 
hand to sing at various events throughout this year, raise more money for charity, attend the Ladies Association of 
British Barbershop Singers National Competition in Harrogate in 2018 and to host some of our own events.  More news 
on all of this in the coming months. 

Lynda Williams, PRO 
The Chordettes 

mailto:singchordettes@gmail.com
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The Rescue Birds—A Story by Pam Wakeham 

Joe heaved a sigh of relief as he turned the key in the cabin door. As manager of a big lorry 
maintenance firm he looked forward to the weekends when he could escape up into the 
forest for some peace and quiet. 

Highridge Forest was 11,000 acres and Joe wandered at will. It was nearly dark now so 
he switched on the radio. The local station came in loud and clear. Two very small children, 
three and five years had disappeared from a motel a few miles away and were though to 
have wandered into the forest. The search would resume at daybreak. Joe would volunteer. 

Next morning while getting some breakfast together he heard the small birds outside 
making a lot of noise. Then two started pecking at the window. He grabbed a large scoopful 
of bird seed and went out. Immediately he was surrounded by about 40 or50 little birds. He 
spread the seed and they jumped straight off again. Joe stepped bak but the birds followed, 
fluttering round his head and making a lot of noise. They flew off a few yards then hovered 
then flew a few yards more, then hovered again. Joe moved and they were back round his 
head, then away a bit, then a bit further. Joe got the message. He went indoors, put on his 
coat, shoved his phone into a pocket, grabbed his rifle (for there’s Grizzlys out there) and 
walked towards the forest. The birds led the way. For the next hour he travelled down banks, 
over streams and deep into the trees. Eventually he came to a large clearing and in the middle was an enormous tree with very 
large roots. Going forward he saw a flash of colour. Peering under he found the two lost children. Two very dirty and tear-
stained faces looked up at him with frightened eyes. “Hi kids” he said !I’ve come to take you home”. 

He got through to the rescue squad and gave directions as best he could nd via a 3-way link the helicopter was soon 
hovering nearby. 

Joe thought of the birds and looking up there they were, perched among the branches, silent now but watching 
everything. He shook his head in wonder. Bright orange uniforms began appearing now, accompanied by two frantic parents. 
Later, when most had gone the Ranger asked “How had he found them?” “Just lucky” said Joe, “I was just rambling around and 
spotted their bright clothes”. (Thinking that telling him he had been led there by a flock of birds might get him a very funny 
look!) They shook hands then the Ranger departed. Joe stayed on for a while, then looking up into the trees he said “Right you 
lot, let’s go home” and with the birds dutifully following he started back for a rather late breakfast. 



 

10 

Vets at Brunel Road, near Penn Inn Roundabout, Newton Abbot 
 

Why pick us?  
 

 Small, independent family run practice that truly cares 
 We listen and strive to understand what you would like for your pet 
 Clear pricing and more importantly, value for money 
 Client satisfaction is GUARANTEED. 
 
We offer all the services you would expect from a first opinion small animal veterinary practice 
including preventative care, modern diagnostics and treatment. Additional services include 
Acupuncture, Laparoscopy (Keyhole/Minimal Invasive Surgery) and a special interest in Exotic 
animals like small mammals, reptiles, birds, amphibians and fish. 
 
We also have… 
 
 Visiting Consultants for Ophthalmology, Cardiology and Orthopaedic surgery so you need 

not travel any further 
 Simple, affordable and comprehensive Care Plan covering all your preventative care needs 

including 2 vet checks a year (Monthly Prices: £11/cat, £12/small dog, £15/large dog) 
 Pet Insurance tailored to our prices so your premium will not be excessively elevated if 

other practices charge more 
 A unique reception area like no other practice! 
 Ample easy free parking available 

Our Ethos 

You are invited to come visit us and see why, at present, 100% of our clients will recommend us! 

Not all practices are the same.             Come and feel the difference. 

Amity Veterinary Care, Brunel Court, Brunel Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 4PB 
Tel: 01626 247888          www.amityvets.com          friends@amityvets.com 

Read our testimonials on Facebook – Amity Veterinary Care  

To regain your pet’s health as fast and as conveniently as possible for a fair price 

Family matters 

http://www.amityvets.com
mailto:friends@amityvets.com
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Christmas Dinner 

What a great time as Twinners gathered for their Christmas 
Dinner at Dainton in the Orangery! It was a perfect venue for the 
44 who gathered and we had an excellent meal. This was the 
best turn out for several years and it proved a highly enjoyable 
evening. The musician who was originally booked cried off with 
sickness but the late replacements Nick and Tom did a grand job. 
They clearly hit the right note because intrepid Twinners were up 
and dancing between courses and by the end of the evening 
almost everyone had been on their feet. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

If you are interested in meeting and mixing with a lively bunch 
of people and want to know more come along to our events in 
2018 or get in touch with one of the committee. Don’t forge 
that in May we shall be welcoming to the village a group of 
French visitors from Le Pre D’Auge and Les Monceaux so an 
even better reason to be involved. 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Annual General Meeting 

30 members met in our usual venue of Church House on our 
first meeting of 2018. This was our annual general meeting, 
a riveting night lightened by a fine spread of Bring & Share 
food provided by the Twinners themselves. 

When all the mulled wine and food had been polished 
off it was time to get down to the business in hand. Apologies 
were given by the members who could not stand the 
excitement of the agm, including our treasurer and her 
husband who were sunning themselves in Australia as they 
usually are at agm time. Her financial figures were closely 
scrutinised to make sure no Quantas flights to Sydney had 
inadvertently been included. As usual, they were 100% in 
order and were accepted by the meeting. 

Chairman Andrew Rose gave a report on his 2-year stint 
as the boss covering the 5 challenges which he had set upon 
taking office. These were Links with the schools ‒ in 
Abbotskerswell and France; Changing Expectations of 
members; Inclusiveness in trying to attract new, younger 
members; Use of Social Media; and the 25 year history of our 
Twinning group. Andy felt that overall we have met many of 
the challenges and look forward to those in the years ahead. 
He thanked his supporting committee and, in particular, 
thanked Richard Whiffin who is standing down from the 
committee after more years than anyone could remember. 

The chairman and committee then stood down to allow 
elections to take place. Vice-chairman Julie Arrow moved up 
into the role of Chairman, Liz Clowes remains as treasurer as 
does Sandra Eales as secretary. Linda Banks, Rosemary 
Whiffin and John Whitehead remain as committee members 
and are joined by Jane Kendall, Andy Champion and Ann-
Marie Pickerill. A couple more changes to the Constitution 
and Membership fees were discussed, decisions made and 

passed before a date was set for the next AGM. And as the 
food and drink were exhausted it was time to pack up and 
go home until our next meeting in Church House on 
February 10th. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Twinners serve themselves from the buffet table 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Retiring chairman Andrew Rose is presented with a  
thank-you gift by his successor Julie Arrow  
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Welcome to new players 
 

Winter is always a busy time at cricket clubs as they try to make 
sure they have the personnel in place for the new season. After 
gaining promotion to the A Division the first team intend to 
make a good impression in a highly competitive league. To this 
end we are pleased to welcome Nick Watkin from Torquay an all
-rounder whose experience will be vital to a young side. He 
will also be the new club coach and encourage all players to 
raise their game. James Westlake after several successful 
seasons at Kingsbridge has accepted the challenge of 
higher level cricket by joining us for 2018. Though Tom 
Kiely has returned to Australia after contributing 
significantly on the field last year we are pleased to 
welcome Sam Johnston to replace him. West Indian British 
qualified fast bowler Ricky Small-Boyce would like to play 
for a third season and negotiations are continuing.  
 

The majority of last year’s players are available although some 
will miss part of the season due to university and exam 
commitments but there is plenty of enthusiasm around the 
club. Two teams are playing weekly in the Torbay Indoor 
League and a net session was held at the Exeter University 
Cricket School after Christmas. There will be further net 
sessions in due course and if there are new players who wish 
to try their hand please contact the Chairman for details: Paul 
Mitchell (abbotsccchairman@gmail.com). The Colts manager 
Geordie Catley has already begun practice sessions for our 
junior players. So though it is cold and wet outside there is 
plenty of activity in preparation for the 2018 season. 
 

Overseas Player accommodation request 
 

Sam Johnston our Australian who will come to help us build 
on our previous success wishes to bring his wife and 2 year 
old child with him to experience all that Devon and the UK 
have to offer. As good hosts we need to find somewhere for 
our guests to stay for 4 months from April through to 
September. A small house, flat or static caravan would be 
ideal. We have a small budget and can pay rent for a suitable 
place. Do you or someone you know have anywhere suitable 
we could rent for next summer ideally close to  
Abbotskerswell? If so please contact our Vice Chairman 

Richard Codd via email (abbotsarmy@gmail.com). 
 
Club improvements 
 

We have been exploring avenues to upgrade our cricket club 
facilities but unfortunately several attempts to obtain a 
sizeable grant towards major refurbishment keep running in 
to obstacles. While we have a homely club house that has 
served the community well it is showing signs of wear and 
tear and the decision has been made to make a start on 
improvements. The club has obtained smaller grants 
including from Abbfest for which we are most grateful. Since 
the new year therefore work has begun on replacing the 
windows. This is the first in a list of adaptations that will 
hopefully make the club more fit for purpose and suitable 
for community use including upgrading insulation and wall 
finishes inside the clubhouse. If you have a few spare hours 
why not speak with the Chairman to see how you can help? 
 

Sponsors 

we rely heavily on generous sponsors. It is only through the 
generosity of sponsorship and other support from local 
businesses, individuals and friends that we are able to 
continue to run such a thriving, friendly, local club. We are 
very grateful for any donation you can give. The funds will 
support our 1st XI, newly promoted to the A Division of the 
Devon Cricket League together with our 2nd XI and T20 sides 
plus our Colts teams, many of whose players are already 
representing us in Devon County Youth cricket. It also 
enables us to maintain and improve the ground and 
facilities. Many in the village and local area sponsor match 
balls or advertising boards. Would you like to join this 
group? If you are able to provide sponsorship please contact 
our treasurer Keith Shakesheave (k.shakesheave@sky.com) 
or Paul Mitchell or Richard Codd who will provide you with 
the necessary details. 
 
Andy Rose  
01626-351886 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

November saw a change from the 
usual type of speaker. Instead, we 
were entertained by Paul and Susie 
Brown,  with music and song. 

December was our Christmas meeting. 
Everybody brought a plate of food to share and we enjoyed a 
raffle, two quizzes and some Christmas music. 
Sadly, I must advise that we are unable to secure, for 
2018, the necessary branch officials. 

Therefore, it is with much regret that, after more 
than fifty years of activity, I must advise of the suspension 
of the Abbotskerswell branch of the Women’s Institute. 

All our belongings and unspent funds, will remain 
available for three years and it is hoped that, like the 
proverbial Phoenix, a new group will rise from the embers 
of the old. 

If there are any village ladies interested in reforming a WI 
group please contact me via the AbbTalk magazine and I will 
be able to advise you of the next steps. 

 

Love reading but you 
can’t get to your library 

 

The Home Library Service 
can bring BOOKS – CD’s etc to your door for FREE 

Contact 
KINGSKERSWELL LIBRARY 

01803 873723 

mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsarmy@gmail.com
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Kerswella Care is a newly formed voluntary patient support service which has been set up  

with the support and guidance of Kingscare League of Friends in Kingsteignton.   

 

Kingscare League of Friends is a long established charity which has been providing patient 

support services to the people in the community of Kingsteignton. 

 

Our idea is to extend these services to the wider community of Kingskerwell, Ipplepen, 

Abbotskerswell and Coffinswell under the umbrella of the newly formed Kerswella Care  
group.    

 

We aim to be in a position to offer a range of services that will enhance the lives of those in 

need in our community: 

 

 Befriending services 

 Transport services 

 Setting up a memory café in Kingskerswell 

 Join forces with other community groups 

 

If you would like to know more about the aspirations of  Kerswella Care, or would like to  

discuss opportunities for volunteering or have any input into its development, please do 

contact the Kerswella Care Co-ordinator 

 

 Gill Gould at the Kingskerswell Surgery  

 on Tuesdays/Wednesdays 

   07554 667037 or email gill.gould2@nhs.net  

 

 

 

Due to the successful recruitment of some lovely like-minded volunteers, from March this year 

we are able to offer pre-booked transport for KK/Ipplepen surgery appointments, befriending 

services to socially isolated and vulnerable people in the Kingskerswell/Abbotskerswell area. 

 

Our organisation is, of course, a new voluntary concern relying solely on kind volunteers and 

our resources are therefore limited.  We do therefore ask for voluntary donations for any 

service we provide to cover our volunteers’ costs. 

 

If you know of anyone who might be helped by our services, please contact Gill Gould 

directly on the number above to discuss if we can be of help. 

mailto:gill.gould2@nhs.net
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Seager 
Garden Services 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business 
Established 1997 

 

Available for one off jobs,  
contracting and  

regular maintenance   
 

Weeding & Grass cutting 
Hedges & Tree Surgery 
Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing 
Clearance & Restoration 

General Tidying 
 

Free quote call Julian Seagers  
01803 875260 

14 

Tree Care Specialist 

Rob Ewers 

Tel: 07878265631 
robewers61@gmail.com 

 
Hedge Trimming & Pruning 

Tree Surgery & Felling 
Logs/Wood Chip Delivered 

Stump Removal 

Fully Insured  Free Estimates & Advice 

R H Kitchens Ltd 
 

Design, Supply & Fit  
Fitting Only 

Bespoke Furniture 
Worktop Changes 

01626 206121 
07879 416504 

www.rhkitchens.com 

richardheyward@hotmail.com 

 
25 Years Joinery, Kitchen Design, 
Manufacture & Fitting Experience 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 

If you would like to advertise in 
AbbTalk  

please email  
annallen1000@gmail.com 

http://www.rhkitchens.com
mailto:richardheyward@hotmail.com
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Cleaner Ovens 
Established in 2003 

Office: 
01626 363748 

Let us put the sparkle back into your Oven 
Prices from £45.00 

Telephone 

Chris Hallwood 

Freephone: 0800 5838463  Mobile: 07966 613160 

COMB & COLLAR 
DOG GROOMING 

 

 
Michelle Stockman 

Tel: 07866 880026 

 

 
10% OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT 

 

 
Email: combcollar@gmail.com 

www.combcollar.wordpress.com 
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FREE CALL OUT 

CALL TIM ON: 07757 121550 

OFFICE: 01626 211153 
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The Chimney Chief 

Nick Ashburn-Scott 
Certified Chimney Sweep 

 
07748343206 
 
nick@thechimneychief.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/thechimneychief 

 
 I specialise in Power Sweeping 
 Traditional Brush and Vacuum Sweeping 
 Chimney Inspections—CCTV Technology 
 Smoke Draw Testing 
 Advise on Woodburners and how to get the best use  

out of them 
 Bird Guards and Cowls fitted 
 Supply and Advise on Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

 
If you have any queries at all please do not hesitate to con-
tact me. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
www.thechimneychief.co.uk 

REGISTERED MEMBER 
www.instituteofchimneysweeps.co.uk 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
27th November 2017 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm   
 

Present Cllr B Chambers, Cllr Mrs W Grierson (Chairman), C Cllr 
A Dewhirst (from item 6a), Cllr K Eales, Cllr Mrs A Allen, Cllr P 
Marino, Cllr K Farrelly,  Cllr Mrs M Colclough. 
 

In Attendance Mr John Lewis (Tree Warden), 2 members of the 
public, Mr Nick Taylor (Allotments).  
 

Apologies for Absence – Cllr Mrs L Clowes. 
 

Declarations of interest  
 

1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 30th 
October 2017. 

 Minutes of the Planning Meeting – Wed 15th November  2017. 
  

The above minutes have been distributed and read – proposed 
by Cllr  Eales & seconded by Cllr K Farrelly with all in agreement 
and duly signed by the Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson. 
 

2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes). 
a) Dawn Platten was present and raised the suggestion of fruit 

trees and daffodils to be planted in the churchyard, the trees 
for future generations and daffodils to tidy this up – 
Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson confirmed that the Church 
would have to be approached for this, however there could 
be some room down at the  Playing Fields and Allotments.  
The space could be made available for this by some levelling 
out of ground at the end of the field.  Dawn Platten who 
raised this issue confirmed she would look at how many 
trees would be needed and an application will be made to 
Abbfest for some grant monies to purchase some fruit trees.  

 

3) Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council 
a) Application no 17/02770/FUL – Mr & Mrs Forte – 2 Stoneyhill – 

Single storey rear extension including extending existing 
timber deck and extension to rear of garage. No objections.  

 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council  
a) Grant of Conditional Consent – Application no 17/01319/LBC 

– Mr K Hurst – 10 The Priory – Conversion of a cellar/
workshop area to a bedroom and ensuite facilities. 

 

4) Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr K Eales confirmed that TDC have 

adopted the plan on the 31st October 2017, the working 
documents will now be saved onto a disc to be saved for 
future reference if needed, he will also look into saving a 
copy at DCC Archivist Office.  

b) Water Course to the rear of Forde & Manor Close – Cllr K 
Farrelly confirmed that he will check that the vegetation has 
now been removed.  

c) Tree & Wall at Pine Trees Lodge – 1 Manor Road – Letter to 
Mr Adderley that TDC have no objections if you did wish to 
cut the tree down, subject to applying to the Planning 
Department, however it is a lovely tree and the Parish 
Council would be pleased if you would consider putting some 
tell tales on the wall to monitor if there is any movement 
before you proceed any further.  

d) Stream by Butchers Arms – DCC will be asked if their 
Community Payback group can attend to. 

e) Allotments Fence reinstatement – Cllr B Chambers & Cllr K 
Farrelly confirmed that this is now in hand. 

5) Correspondence 
 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written report 

attached to the minutes.  
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D Smith – 

Cllr Mrs M Colclough reported - Planning guidance document to 
go out for consultation next month until the end of March 
2018.  Houghton Barton development framework was 
approved by planning, but Silbelco have raised an objection 
regards minerals rights under the employment land. O&S 
meeting – Community Safety Partnership and Crime, this was 
looked at and they achieved a lot with the TDC Community. 
Universal Credit Rollout presentation, TDC have managed to get 
94% of their Council Tax collected.  

c) Emergency Planning Committee report – Cllr K Farrelly 
reported that request to fill grit boxes has been done and 
one has been repaired as requested to DCC, new emergency 
numbers sheet to go into this months abbtalk.  Court Grange 
lane is on the DCC gritting route  

d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – Cllr B 
Chambers reported fireworks were a successful evening with 
band, stalls and fire twirlers and made around £1,000 profit. 
Playground proposals some plans have been drawn up, Cllr B 
Chambers and Cllr K Farrelly will go to the Primary School 
and have a meeting with the School Council to see what they 
think of the proposals. Funding has not yet been looked at 
but the proposal which looks favourable is around £35,000.  
A letter has been received from some children looking to 
have some more skate park equipment, this will be looked at 
once the Playground project has been done.  Letter from 
Paula Simmons at the School asking for grant funding 
towards a first aid course for 20 children at the school. It was 
felt that this did not meet the correct criteria for funding as 
it was aimed at just a few individuals, however Paula will be 
advised on other funding streams available and possibly free 
courses for children run by St Johns Ambulance. 

e) Allotments Report -  nothing to report. 
f)   P3 Report – nothing to report. 
g) Village Hall Report – Cllr P Marino reported the the accounts 

have been audited, kitchen  project plan now underway 
which looks as though it may cost around £50,000. 

h)  Tree Warden Report – Mr John Lewis reported Court Farm 
triangle much tidier now the trees have been trimmed and 
piece of land at the top of the village. Many thanks to Cllr 
Mrs W Grierson for organising this. 

i)  Reports from Parish Councillors of any external meetings or 
Committees. 
1) TALC – nothing to report. 
2) Stoneycombe Liasion – nothing to report. 
3) TDC stakeholders meeting 28th November – Cllr Mrs 

W Grierson and Cllr K Eales will attend. 
4) CPRE meeting at Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms 28th 

November in the evening. 
5) TDC on 1st December – David Kiernan attending 

Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms, regards Parish Plans 
and Housing.   

j)  DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges. 
1) Willow Tree at 2 Manor Road – DCC have confirmed 

this will now be removed.  
k) Volunteer Action Group – nothing to report. 
l) Consultations – nothing to report. 
m) Communications Committee Report – Cllr Mrs A Allen 



 

  21 

reported meeting on 2nd November 2017  with Cllr Mrs L 
Clowes, would like someone social media savvy on the 
Committee to help with the facebook aspect and an advert 
for someone will go into AbbTalk.  

n)  Closure of Wolborough Street for repair – Feb 2018 – 
Wolborough Residents have sent a  letter to DCC regards 
their concerns for traffic trying to use Coach Road as a cut 
through.  Abbotskerswell Parish Council have concerns that 
Priory Road will also be used as a cut  through during this 
period when the road is closed, however there is not a lot 
more that can  be done apart from warning residents that it 
may be busier in the village during the week when the 
repairs will be done.  Cllr A Dewhirst confirmed that there 
are a lot of issues with  this which have been raised to DCC.  

 

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1513 = £20.00 – Ashburton Post Office (Stamps). 
Cheque no 1514 = £240.00 (vat £40.00) – Grant Thornton 

(External Audit). 
Cheque no 1515 = £15.00 – TRBL Poppy Appeal (Wreath). 
Cheque no 1516 = £64.73 (vat £10.79) – Coast 2 Coast (Parish 

Rooms Fire Extinguishers). 
Cheque no 1517 = £48.00 (vat £8.00) – Clystnet Ltd. 
Cheque no 1518 = £30.00 – David Wilds (Weed Clearance). 
Cheque no 1519 = £700.00 – Birbeck Landscapes (Grass Cutting x 

6 Cuts & Crown Lift). 
Cheque no 1520 = £31.81 – SWWA (Pavillion Water). 
Cheque no 1521 = £18.50 – SWWA (Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1522 = £49.78 – SWWA (Toilets). 
Cheque no 1523 = £73.77 (vat £3.48) – EDF (Pavillion). 
Cheque no 1524 = £52.35 (vat £4.11) – EDF (Tennis Courts). 
Cheque no 1525 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick November). 
Cheque no 1526 = £165.00 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning November). 
Cheque no 1527 = £488.78 – Sharon Raggett (Wages November 2017).  
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1125 = £50.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1126 = £20.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1127 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1128 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1129 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1130 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1131 = £20.00 – TDC (Lottery Licence). 
Cheque no 1132 = £2,300 (vat £383.33) – Angelfire Pyrotechnics Ltd 
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance November  2017 = £7,050.62 
Village Events Account - £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance November 2017 = £37,281.30 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 

 

Proposed by Cllr K Eales & seconded by Cllr B Chambers with 
all in agreement. 

 

8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council Meeting’s Agenda. 
9) ARA Draw – November 2017  
 

 £50 – 670 – Mrs E Davis – 1 Vicarage Road 
 £20 – 749 – Janet Alloy – 29 The Priory 
 £5 – 68 – Mr Palmer – 40 Grange Road 
 £5 – 464 – Mr Neu – 1 The Paddocks 
 £5 – 240 – Mr J Stewart – Ladywell, Slade Lane 
 £5 – 669 – Mr Cardus – The Old Post Office, Priory Road 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.35pm  
Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 18th December @ 7.30pm. 

ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS AND 
REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM – 
PLEASE CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607  
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
18th December 2017 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm   

Present Cllr B Chambers, Cllr Mrs W Grierson (Chairman), C Cllr 
A Dewhirst, Cllr K Eales, Cllr Mrs A Allen, Cllr P Marino, Cllr K 
Farrelly, Cllr Mrs M Colclough, D Cllr D Smith. 
 

In Attendance – no public present. 
 

Apologies for Absence – Cllr Mrs L Clowes, Mr Nick Taylor 
(Allotments), Mr John Lewis (Tree Warden). 
 

Declarations of interest  
 

1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 27th 
November 2017. 

 

The above minutes have been distributed and read – proposed by 
Cllr Mrs M Colclough & seconded by Cllr P Marino  with all in 
agreement and duly signed by the Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson. 
 

Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes) – no points raised.  
 

Planning Applications & Decisions 
 

Applications received from Teignbridge District Council –  
 

a) Application no 17/02876/FUL – Mr A Chapman – Heathcot – 
Part demolition of stone wall, excavation of ground and 
provision of car port with new retaining walls.  No 
objections proposed by Cllr P Marino and seconded by Cllr K 
Farrelly with all in agreement. 

b) Application no 17/02977/FUL – Ferndale New Homes Ltd – 
Land at The Paddocks, Manor Road – Dwelling – TDC have 
agreed an extension of time until the 11th January 2018.   
 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council 
a) Grant of Conditional Planning Permission – Application no 

17/02543/FUL – Mr & Mrs Sheffield – Conitor, Totnes Road – 
Loft conversion, additional rooflight windows on east, west 
and south elevations and block up window on north 
elevation.   Resend Parish Councils e-mail of objection and 
ask why it was not logged on the Officers Planning report. 

b) Cllr K Eales noted that Conitor House is being advertised for 
rental occupany, but noted that the top floor is also being 
advertised, however the top floor does not have change of 
use to residential as this was for offices only so a breach of 
planning is occurring. 

 

Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr K Eales reported regards NA3, a 

letter was logged on the planning portal from PCL planning 
who are pushing for a decision on their application in 
January 2018, however many of the points and questions 
raised on the application still remain unanswered and seem 
to have been ignored by PCL. D Cllr D Smith confirmed that 
many of the consultees have not yet responded with 
comments so this matter will be ongoing.  A proposed letter 
has been circulated to Cllrs and all were in agreement that 
this should be sent to TDC. 

b) Water Course to the rear of Forde & Manor Close – this has 
now been cleared. 

 

5)   Correspondence –  
a) E-Mail from Frank Tritschler – Church Clock – the Parish 

Council already donate towards the clock and at present are 
unable to help further. As the church is listed there are many 
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grants to tap into such as the Lottery Heritage Grant and we 
feel you should look into these further.  

b) E-Mail from Abbpast – History Board on the Parish Rooms 
external wall – the Parish Council feel that putting it on the 
wall of the Rooms would not be feasible as they would be 
unable to prevent parking around the rooms. 

 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see written report 

attached to the minutes. 
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D Smith – 

see written report attached to the minutes.  
c) Emergency Planning Committee report – Cllr K Farrelly 

reported that a grant will be applied for to purchase a water 
pump. 

d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report. 
1) Planting of Fruit Trees at bottom of field – nothing to 

report at present. 
2) Fence has now been put up where the ash tree was 

taken down.  
3) Cllr Mrs M Colclough confirmed that Debbie Marshall 

from TDC will be happy to meet on site in the new year 
to look at the Play Equipment.  

e) Allotments Report – nothing to report.  
f)   P3 Report – nothing to report. 
g)  Village Hall Report – Cllr P Marino reported that the AGM has 

been held, next meeting 16th January 2018. 
h) Tree Warden Report – nothing to report.  
i)  Reports from Parish Councillors of any external meetings or 

Committees. 
1) TALC – Cllr K Farrelly attended – minutes have been 

circulated to cllrs.  
2) Stoneycombe Liasion – no meeting held.    

j)  DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges – a few potholes 
in the village which will be  reported on the DCC website. 

k)  Volunteer Action Group – nothing to report.  
l)   Consultations – nothing to report.  
m) Communications Committee Report. 

1) Data Protection Course – DALC – Cllr L Clowes wishes to 
attend this course in Feb 2018. Cllrs all in agreement for 
attendance. 

 

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1528 = £13.45 (vat £2.24) – Bob Chambers (Tape for 

Playing Field). 
Cheque no 1529 = £28.31 (vat 66p) – British Gas (Toilet Electric). 
Cheque no 1530 = £45.00 – Mrs W Grierson (Book Tokens for 

Poster Competition). 
Cheque no 1531 = £77.23 (vat £12.87) – Maker Coating Systems 

Ltd (Postbox Paint). 
Cheque no 1532 = £57.20 (vat £2.72) – EDF (Parish Rooms Electric). 
Cheque no 1533 = £135.00 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning December). 
Cheque no 1534 = £48.00 (vat £8.00) – Clystnet Ltd. 
Cheque no 1535 = £222.00 (vat £37.00)– Lee Accounting (South 

West) Ltd (Internal Audit). 
Cheque no 1536 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick December). 
Cheque no 1537 = £488.78 – Sharon Raggett (Wages December 

2017). 
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
 

Cheque no 1133 = £100.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1134 = £20.00 – ARA DRAW 

Cheque no 1135 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1136 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1137 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1138 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1139 = £20.00 – J Allom – 30 The Priory (Draw cheque 
re-issue) 

 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance December  2017 = £10,037.08 
Village Events Account – £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance December 2017 = £33,596.09 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 
 

Proposed by Cllr K Eales & seconded by Cllr B Chambers with all 
in agreement. 
 

8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council meeting Agenda. 
 

9)   ARA Draw – December 2017. 
 

 £100 – 926 – Mr R Steer – 1 Bridge Cottage 
 £20 – 367 - Miss P Mackness  - 8 Court Farm Barn 
 £5 – 595 – Mr P Hirst – Highborough, Priory Road 
 £5 – 424 – Mrs Pedrick – Rose Bank, Slade Lane 
 £5 – 310 – Mrs Dalgleish – 12 Barnfield Terrace 
 £5 – 581 – Mrs P Munden – 1 Monks Orchard 

 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 8.20pm 
Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 29th January 2018 @ 7.30pm. 
 

ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS AND 
REQUIRES A COPY   OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM – PLEASE 
CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607 

2017 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr K Eales 
9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu 
 

VACANCY 
District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 

1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  
01626 367176 or marycolclough2@gmail.com 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 
8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956 or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 
Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 

31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 
01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

(Chairperson) Mrs W Grierson 
Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 
Cllr Mrs Liz Clowes 

Mote Cottage, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell 
01626 332092 or liz_taylor@live.co.uk  

Cllr Mrs Ann Allen 
Tree Tops, 1 Forde Close, Abbotskerswell 

01626 330965 or annallen1000@gmail.com 

District Cllr D Smith 
Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 
Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 
34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 
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  mail@carrickjohnson.com  

Visit our website:  carrickjohnson.com 
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Inheritance Tax Planning 
When it comes to personal finance, a dramatic shift has been taking place in the last few years. The amount of wealth being 
passed down the generations is increasing, and this trend looks set to continue. According to research from Inheritance 
Economy, in the next 30 years, more than £5.5 trillion will be handed down to different generations in the UK alone. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Families are bearing the brunt of inheritance tax. 
As more wealth is being passed down, more families have been left with large inheritance tax bills. According to HMRC, 
annual inheritance tax receipts topped £5 billion for the first time earlier this year, and the number of estates facing an 
inheritance tax bill has increased to well over 40,000 since 2010. Receipts are expected to top £6.2 billion in 2022. 
 

The perfect inheritance tax storm? 
The need for good inheritance tax and estate planning advice has never been greater: 

 People are getting older, and a lot of baby boomers have wealth tied up in property that’s likely to have risen 
significantly in value since they bought it. Many of the population are reaching old age and could have an 
inheritance tax liability they still need to plan for. 

 The nil-rate band has remained fixed at £325,000 since 2009 and has not risen in line with house prices. 

 Many older people have investment bonds and stocks and shares portfolios which could have increased in value 
and tipped them into an inheritance tax liability. 

 Complex changes in legislation and a lack of understanding of the residence nil-rate band have created a need 
for advice and clarification. 

 There is a wider range of estate planning solutions now available. Gifting, settling assets into trust and life 
insurance are well established, and Business Property Relief has become increasingly popular. 

 A growing number of older people are at risk of leaving behind a tax bill alongside their family’s inheritance. 
That means there’s a need for professional advice to help them pass more of their wealth to the next 
generation. So why aren’t more plans for inheritance tax being put in place? 

 

Recent research by Cicero shows that the main barriers to estate planning are a lack of urgency and understanding: 

 People generally have more immediate concerns that require action, for example retirement income planning. 

 There is a lack of understanding of the rules and regulations around inheritance tax – some people do not realise 
that they have sufficient assets to fall into the IHT trap. 

 In addition, people are reluctant to pull the trigger. This is mainly down to the need to retain access to capital 
for other purposes, though the complexity of estate planning products and worries about being seen as a tax 
avoider are also factors here. 

 

Should you require professional financial advice please contact Dave Hedge on 01626 360654. 
 

Important information 
The value of an investment, and any income from it, can fall as well as rise. Investors may not get back the full amount they 
invest. Tax treatment will depend on individual circumstances and may change in the future. Tax reliefs associated with BPR 
investments depend on the portfolio companies maintaining their qualifying status. 

This article was written before the November budget 

http://www.inheritanceeconomy.co.uk/
https://www.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/619800/May17_Receipts_NS_Bulletin_Final.pdf
https://www.ftadviser.com/your-industry/2017/05/19/advisers-predict-boom-in-inheritance-tax-advice-demand
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/rates-and-allowances-inheritance-tax-thresholds/inheritance-tax-thresholds
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AK Singer “Christmas from Elsewhere” Concert 
 

The AK Singers were in fine form last year delivering our “Christmas from 
Elsewhere” concert under the direction of Nicola Smith.  The focus this year 
was Carols from around the world including ones from North America, The 
Far East and Africa.  Additionally the audience joined us in singing a number 
of old favourites. Our accompanist Wyn Turner played an organ solo 
depicting a Camel Train marching across the desert and a poem was read by 
Lynne Ferguson. 
 
 
 
AK Singers in fine 
form 
 

 
 

 
Some Audience 

participation 
 
 
Definitely not a  
“Silent Night” 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Abbotskerswell Singers 
 have 2 concerts this term 

 

Our first “Here There and Everywhere” is in 
Ipplepen Methodist church on Wednesday 21st 
March at 7.30pm. They have asked us for a 
performance to help raise funds for some 
rebuilding work.  We would love if you could 
attend.  Tickets will be available on the door. 
 

Our Summer concert, in the village hall, will be  Saturday the 19th of May at 7.30pm (doors open at 6.45).   
Our optimistic theme is “Here comes Summer”.  Please make a note in your diaries.  Further details will be available 
in coming months.   We look forward to seeing you there. 
 

The AK Singers are always looking for new members.  If you would like to give it a try please feel free to come along. 
We are a very friendly 4 part (Soprano, Alto, Tenor and Bass) choir.  Don’t worry if you can’t read music, many of us 
can’t  Also don’t worry if you think you can’t sing, most people can but lack confidence.  Singing is great fun, it is 
relaxing, great for mental health and sociable. We meet in Church House on Wednesday evenings 7.30-9.00pm.   
Alternatively if you have any questions feel free to contact me on  07976 985513. 
 

Garry Kendall 
Chair of AK Singers 



 

28 

 

ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. Visit and 
host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet for a Social 
evening and supper. Middle of each month usually in Church House. 
Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact Marilyn 
Whitefoot 361275 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Speakers on historical topics both local and further afield.  Contact: 
Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible lighting 
available to book. Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Wednesday evenings from 
7pm–8pm. We would love to welcome some new members. You do not have to 
be musical – just be able to count to six! Contact Liz Smyth-Osbourne on 368400 
or just come along to the church on Wednesday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every Wednesday from 
7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs who is interested in the 
possibility of joining is welcome to come along preferably after contacting 
the Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and 
late May/early June. Contact: Nicola Smith 01626 332258 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation Area 
court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 3 Devon League sides 
on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly sides, with 
training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for boys and girls 
from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams 
from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 
07778-017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. We 
have working layouts in OO and N scale where members can run 
their own models. Refreshments available. Contact John Whitehead 
on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the Flood 
Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or sandbags to 
protect your property, then please contact Dave on: 01626 355541 or 
07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
1st Monday of the month 8.00pm in the Parish Rooms. Contact 
Sylvia Hallett on 01626 365411 

Abbotskerswell Knit & Natter Group 

Meet alternate Mondays in the Parish Rooms. Contact: Ann Allen on: 01626 
330965 

 

Parish Rooms—Free WiFi available 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  01803 614567 / Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–08:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES—SHOP & POST OFFICE 

Tel: 01626 333387 

Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626 361101 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

British Telecom Faults                  151 

Electricity Western Power 08456 012989 

Gas 0800   317960 

Water 0800   378937 

Street Lighting 0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council     01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council 01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden 01626 351378 

Dog Warden 01626 215881 

Crimestoppers 0800   555111 

Samaritans 01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital 01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital 01626 324500 

RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line 01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line 01626 833664 

National Express Coach 08705 808080 

Rail Information 08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter 01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth 01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre 01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema 08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre 01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn 01803 812717 

Locksmith 01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956

 (Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line 03444 111 444
 (Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College     01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School    01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your house 

name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

Mobile Library Van 2018 (Monday unless stated) 
 Abbotshill car park: 09.45–10.05 
 AK Village Centre: 10.15–11.00 
 The Priory: 11.05–11.50 
Mar 5th / Apl 6th (Fri) & 30th / Jun 1st (Fri) & 25th / Jul 23rd / Aug 20th / 

Sep 17th / Oct 15th / Nov 12th / Dec 10th & 31st 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

