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Abbotskerswell  
Annual Firework Display 

2017 
 

Saturday 4th November  
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Ground 
 

A fantastic display to raise  
funds for the upkeep of 

Abbotskerswell’s recreation area  
and new projects. 

 
Entry is from 5:30pm  

 
Fireworks will explode from 7:00pm.  

Admission: Adults £4.00, 
Children and OAPs £2.00  
and £10.00 for families 

(2 adults and 2 children). 
 

A barbecue will be run by 
Abbotskerswell Primary 

School’s PTFA who will be 
raising money towards extra 
resources for OUR primary 

school children. 
 

Refreshments including from 
Orchard Café & Deli  

plus glow sticks and sparklers 
will be on sale. 

 

Music from Coombeshead 
Academy Folk Band 

Please do not bring your own fireworks. 
BYO alcohol is strictly forbidden 



 

  3 

Dear Reader 

I’m looking forward to the firework display this year. Last year’s 
was a great event and hopefully we will be blessed with a fine 
evening again. 

If you have chance to go to Exeter Cathedral between Monday 
30th October and Tuesday 14th November there is a Devon 
Remembers exhibition where handmade poppies pay a moving 
tribute to the 11,500 men and women from Devon who lost their 
lives in the First World War. These include those knitted and 
crocheted by the Abbotskerswell Knit and Natter group. 

The first signs of Christmas with the ad for the AK Singers 
Christmas Concert and it looks like you need to get your voices 
tuned up for some sing-along! 
 

AbbTalk Editor 
annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 

Cover photo taken by Vernon Stunt 

Next deadline for December/January issue 
Advertisements and Articles – November 15th 
Next delivery date – 1st & 2nd December 

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Kevin Eales Chairman 
 (kevin@eales.eu) 

Zoe Truman Secretary 
 (zoe_truman@hotmail.com ) 

Lynn Howard Treasurer 
 (modelstores@btconnect.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Picture Editor  
 (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Tim Collins  Church Representative 
 (tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Diary Dates for November 
Remembrance Sunday Service ....... 12th ................. page 4 

Service of Light ............................... 19th ................. page 4 

Knit and Natter ............................... 13th, 27th 

AbbPast .......................................... 13th ................. page 8 

Quiz Night with Buffet Supper ....... 18th ................. page 11 

Monthly Rainfall Totals 
 

2017 mm ins. 
January 75.0 2.95 
February 68.5 2.70 
March 92.0 3.62 
April 21.5 0.85 
May 60.0 2.36 
June 92.0 3.62 
July 78.0 3.07 
August 69.0 2.72 
September 96.0 3.78  

Highest of the year so far! 

Kindly supplied by David Munden 

IMPORTANT NOTICE 
For those relying on power for essential 

medical equipment 
 
If you rely on electricity for medical equipment such as 
dialysis machine, electric hoist, electric bed, stair lift or 
nebuliser it is very important that you register with 
Western Power in advance so that they can provide 
emergency support in the event of a lengthy power 
failure. This service is also for those who are blind, deaf, 
partially sighted or hearing impaired.  
 

Please contact 0800 096 3080 to join the free  
Priority Service Register (PSR) or visit 

www.westernpower.co.uk/PSR  without delay. 
 

Similarly, if you know of a neighbour, friend or relative 
who relies on electricity for medical support please 
check with them that they have registered. 
 

Kevin Farrelly 
Chairman 
Emergency Planning Group (a working committee of 
Abbotskerswell Parish Council) 

Village Hall AGM 
 

Thursday 7th Dec 2017 
 

Held in Small Room at the Village Hall at 7pm 
 

Anybody welcome. 

Can you spare a little 

time? 

It’s only once a month  

To help at the Coffee Morning  
held every Tuesday in Church House  

from 10.00 to 11.30am 

To join our band of volunteers all you need is to be 

able to provide a cake and serve it along with the 

refreshments between 10.00 and 11.30 on Tuesday 

once a month. If you’d like to get involved please call 

Mik Wordsworth on 01626 352279. 
 

If you aren’t able to volunteer why not come and join 

us for a coffee (or tea) and a delicious piece of cake. 

Only 60p each. 

It’s a great way to get to know people in a relaxed 

atmosphere. Everyone is welcome and we have toys to 

occupy the little ones. We’d love to see you there. 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com
http://www.westernpower.co.uk/PSR
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Remembrance Sunday Service 
Sunday 12th November—10.50am 

 

*** Please note *** 
a change of date for this year’s  

Service of Light to  
Sunday 19th November 

(The time stays the same at 4pm) 
 

There will be light refreshments in Church House afterwards  

Reformation 500 

On October 31, 1517, a German pastor named Martin Luther 
hammered 95 statements to a church door in Wittenberg, 
Germany. That simple action began a movement that changed 
Western society, forever.  

Martin Luther had dedicated his life to serving God, the 
Church and society. Yet he found that God was impossible to 
please, the Church was deeply corrupt and society an extreme 
challenge.   

So, on that October day, Luther nailed up his thoughts about 
God, the Church and society. This one man stood against the 
massive Holy Roman Empire. As a result, Luther was 
threatened, exiled, condemned and labelled a heretic.  

But his thoughts and views, his desires for a better world for all, 
resonated with many others. They spread far and wide.  

And change happened. 

The result was the Reformation and it continues to have an 
impact today.  

Yet, even today, Luther is not alone in the continuing struggle 
and desire for a better world.  

Steven Hawking, the renowned physicist and acknowledged 
atheist, recently said that humanity will not last another 
thousand years on this earth. He suggested we move to 
another planet — one which we haven’t found yet! He has also 
warned of other life forms beyond Earth of which humanity 
needs to be aware. Even Hawking sees trouble for our world. It 
would seem, that all of us live in a reality which we can’t totally 
control or even really fully understand. 

This 500th anniversary of the Reformation reminds us that our 
fears and needs have not changed. With all our scientific 
progress and knowledge, we are still concerned about 
questions of death and our place in the universe. 

The answers to these fundamental questions, Luther suggests, 
are found in Christ. Through his reading of the Bible, Luther 

discovered that God is love. And, through that love, God sent 
His Son to die on the cross as a sacrifice for the sins of all.  

We are still remembering and celebrating the Reformation 
today because it teaches us the central truth of Christianity: 
we are not saved because we are good people who do good 
things. We are not saved because we give money to charity. In 
fact, we are not saved because of anything we do at all.  

The central truth of Christianity is simply this: we are saved 
because of God’s loving grace.  

Tim Collins 
Reader & Ordinand 

 

Politics & Faith – a discussion group 

Starting on Sunday 29th October, this is a six-week discussion 
group looking at faith and politics and what the bible might 
say about our engagement and involvement in politics at both 
a local and national level.  

This isn’t about who to vote for, this isn’t about setting out 
which political party we should support. It is, though, about 
helping us all to understand why we should vote, why we 
should get involved in politics at all levels – because it matters 
to us as individuals, and also to what type of society we want 
to live in; what type of society we want our children and 
grandchildren to grow up in. 

The sessions will start at 7pm with refreshments, and last for 

about an hour and a half. Each session is a ‘standalone’ so you 

don’t necessarily have to commit to every week – though the 

development of understanding amongst people grows the 

more we talk to one another. 

Harvest Festival 

Just about £200 was raised for Water Aid through the 
collection and Harvest Supper.  

Thank you all for your generous giving. 

Posada 

Over the last few years, for a number of days in Advent, 
figures of Mary and Joseph, and a donkey have travelled 
around the village and other places, seeking a home for the 
night as they make their way to the stable in time for our 
Christmas Eve Crib Service. They would very much like to 
undertake that journey again this year. If you would like to 
offer Mary and Joseph a comfortable stay for a night, please 
do let me (Tim) or Paula Simmonds know through the school, 
and we will add you to what we hope is a very welcoming list 
of supporters! 

Priest: Revd John Leonard Tel. 01803 873006  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
 Guy Rogers Tel: 01803 558058  
Reader Tim Collins Tel: 01626 365139 
  (email tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Please note our website: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church 

mailto:tpandme@btinternet.com
http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk
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Christingle 

Sunday 10th December – 4pm 

Our traditional Christingle Service, for me, marks the 
beginning of our focus on Christmas – though Advent will have 
officially started a couple of weeks before. 

As this is on the second Sunday of the month, there will be 
Fresh & Early in the morning. And during that time we will 
make the Christingles for the afternoon’s service. So, if you 
would like to help make the things we will be using later we 
would love to see you in the morning – with warm croissants 
and bacon butties to the fore!. 

Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly by 
church members. We will continue to do all that we can to 
meet the needs of others, during the time of being without a 
dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in people’s 
homes do so with the authority and support of the parish 
church and will pass to Revd John Leonard any additional 
spiritual support that might be needed. 

If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own support, 
then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church Warden. 
 

Sunday Lunch  

1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have been 
providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of each 
month at Church House This was the vision of Revd Gill 
Still, who recognised that for many people Sundays can be 
a little challenging. They may be on their own, or just find 
the effort of making Sunday lunch just one thing too much 
in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and talented 
volunteers have prepared, cooked and served over 3000 
traditional Sunday roasts, and a further six teams of sweet-
toothed connoisseurs have provided a choice of delicious 
puddings. The suggested donation is £6, with any profits being 
reinvested in Church House facilities, and as such have contributed 
to new chairs, a dishwasher and a refurbished kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact  
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 
 

Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful 

cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good time is had by 
all.  

Wed 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 
 Contact: Liz Smyth-Osbourne 01626 368400 
 lizsmytho@hotmail.co.uk 

 
Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  

We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 
 

1st Sunday of the Month 

10am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 
 

2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Eucharist (BCP) 
A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 
An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  
 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

10am  Eucharist (CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 
 

4th Sunday of the Month 

10am  Parish Praise 
A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

6pm (BST) Evensong (BCP) 

A non-communion sung service of the word, lasting about 
an hour. 
 

5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

11am  Eucharist (CW) at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 11am.) There are a number of occasional 
services throughout the year which are advertised at Church 
House, on our website and in AbbTalk. 

ABBOTSKERSWELL VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, 
etc.,  

including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required 

One room all day ........................ £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ........... £45.00 
Two rooms all day  ..................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight ......... £90.00 
Use of bar ...................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour ............. £8.00 
Weddings fee ............................... £320.00 
+ includes lighting & heating 

Abboskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 
 

Free WiFi available 

Registered Charity No. 264508 
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 Lunchtime Specials 
2 MEALS FOR £11.90! 

Mon-Fri Lunchtimes 
All meals on offer are from a selected menu 

 

Freshly prepared Sunday Roast from £6.45! 

 
OUR BARS ARE OPEN ALL DAY 

WE SERVE FOOD ALL DAY THURSDAY TO SUNDAY,  

LUNCHTIMES & EVENINGS MONDAY TO WEDNESDAY 

BOOKINGS ADVISABLE TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 

After all the build up to hosting our very own Concert to raise 
funds for the RNLI the big day finally arrived. The hard work in 
rehearsing our songs, wardrobe and make-up planning, co-
ordinating our guest artistes, selling tickets, organising a 
programme, advertising, distributing posters, press releases and 
mentions on Facebook and Twitter to name just some of the 
planning, we were ready to perform. The venue, The Pavillions, 
Teignmouth would be packed as tickets were sold out a few weeks 
before the event.   

You could sense the air of excitement, nerves and 
anticipation amongst the chorus as we stood on stage for a quick 
sound and lighting rehearsal shortly before we were due to open 
the Concert. Some members of the chorus have joined in recent 
months and did extremely well to learn all the songs in time. 
Indeed there were many new songs in our repertoire performed 
on the evening including, In the arms of the Angel, Songbird, True 
Colours, Bohemian Rhapsody, Les Miserables ‘Do You Hear the 
People Sing’, gospel style Steal Away and Skyfall.   

Performances were interspersed by guest artistes, Green 
Valley Harmony, with our talented and multi-tasking Musical 
Director, Jane Barry performing with this close harmony group, 
Wayward Pynes, pianist and singer duo singing popular songs 
including Hey Soul Sister and Don’t Look Back In Anger and 
dressed in traditional kilt and full highland piping regalia, South 
West Piper, Paul Jackman who also accompanied The Chordettes 
in singing Amazing Grace just before the interval.   

The Chordettes were especially warmly received by 
Councillor Paul Burgess, The Mayor of Teignmouth and his wife 
Nicky, who were special guests and commented that it was always 
a pleasure to enjoy The Chordettes performances.   

It was inspirational to hear of the dangerous, but incredible 
work performed by the volunteers of the RNLI in their mission to 
save lives every year. All artists performing in the concert were 
proud to entertain the fabulous audience for the evening in order 
that proceeds from the Concert could be donated to the RNLI. In 
total £1,500 was raised and will be donated by special cheque 
presentation to the RNLI at the end of this month. All too soon the 
evening came to an end and we had to wish our Musical Director, 
Jane Barry, well as she handed over the Directorship to Deputy 
Musical Director, Sue Baxter to take the chorus forward. More 
news on this in December! 

Time now for this busy chorus to focus on the six week 
free ‘Love to Sing’ course being held on Wednesday nights 7pm 
to 8.30pm in Abbotskerswell Village Hall where we rehearse. 
Its not too late to join us ladies, simply contact us via Email: 
singchordettes@gmail.com for more details. The course will 
feature singing techniques, breathing skills, how to sing in 
harmony, understanding vocal range, vocal warm ups, listening 
skills, building confidence, making new friends and most 
importantly, having fun! 

The Chordettes Charity Concert in aid of the RNLI, Teignmouth 

mailto:singchordettes@gmail.com
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Abbotskerswell Primary School 
Autumn Term 

Back to School 

Our Year 1 & 2 parents 
recently went back to 
school to support their 
children in learning their 
spellings. Two spelling 
sessions were held at the 
beginning of the month 
where parents learned 
strategies to use to 
support their children at 
home. 

 

High 5 Netball Festival at Newton Abbot College 

Our Year 3, 4, 5 and 6 pupils were invited to take part in a 
Netball Festival held at Newton Abbot College in October. 
Other schools from the local area also took part. The event 
promoted inclusion, teamwork and keeping active.  

Harvest Festival 

The school’s Harvest Festival took place on 17 October. The 
children sang some fabulous songs and gave lots of 
generous donations which we handed over to T.H.A.T 
(Teignbridge Homeless Action Today) a local charity 
supporting low-income and homeless members of the 
community. (www.thatfoodbank.com) 
 

Halloween Disco 

Our annual spooky disco was 
held just before half term 
giving our children the 
chance to dress up and have 
fun. So much effort had gone 
into their costumes and they 
thoroughly enjoyed dancing 
the night away.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Diwali 

As part of their religious learning, Mrs Kerswell and her 
Kingfishers (Years 5 & 6) re-enacted a traditional Diwali 
dance ahead of the annual Hindu Festival of Light. 

http://www.thatfoodbank.com
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AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 

ABBPAST OCTOBER MEETING 

Newton Abbot’s Railway History 1846 – 2017 

Our speaker for the October meeting was AbbPast member 
Alan Reddish, who was persuaded to reveal his knowledge 
of the railways of Newton Abbot. Alan has been an 
observer of the changes to the station and the Locomotive 
Works for many years, and used his own photographs, and 
information from the Newton Railway Library, to tell his story. 

This story really began on 30th December 1846 with the 
opening of the Bristol – Exeter Railways extension to 
Newton Abbot; on that day a railway town was born. 
Engineered by I K Brunel, it became the South Devon 
Railway, as the tracks went on to Plymouth shortly 
afterwards. The failure of Brunel’s atmospheric propulsion 
system meant that the Broad Gauge line, the tracks were  
7’ 0¼” apart, would see steam locomotives hauling trains 
up the steep South Devon banks. How many of you 
remember the loco ‘Tiny’ that was the last example of a 
broad gauge one, that used to be on the station platform 
until 1980? 

The station has had three different phases. The first had 
two different ‘train sheds’ (as stations were known then), 
an up and a down one and were staggered along the line. 
When the extensions to Kingswear and Moretonhampstead 
were added the station soon could not cope, and was 
therefore rebuilt in 1861, with a single train shed and 400 
foot long platforms. At the same time 150 houses were 

built, showing how important the railway was becoming to 
the town. Other things changed in the coming years, with 
Newton Junction station becoming Newton Abbot and the 
broad gauge being replaced in 1892. By 1905 yet another 
station rebuild was planned, although it took until 1927 for 
the present station to be completed. By then 25% of the 
town’s working population was employed at the station, or 
in the shed and works. 

By the 1950s the shed had 75 steam locomotives allocated 
to it and 150 passenger trains and 85 freight trains would 
pass through the town in a day. However, the 1960s 
brought change, the steam locomotives being replaced by 
diesels, the works and sheds slowly wound down, and were 
finally closed in 1973. The 1980s saw a remodelling of the 
track layout in the station, with two lines taken out, new 
signals and big car parks added. 

Using many of his own photographs Alan showed the 
changes, as well as a number of the accidents as well. His 
enthusiasm for a topic dear to his heart was evident and 
the packed audience enjoyed a splendid evening. Our next 
meeting is on 13 November at 7.30 in Church House when 
Exeter University archaeologist Derek Gore will describe the 
Roman digs at Ipplepen.  

Our topics are always diverse and interesting so why not 
give it a go and join us for the evening? Everyone is 
welcome: come as a visitor and see what we have to offer. 
Look at our website, www.abbpast .co.uk, and find out 
what we are up to. 

AbbPast Publications 

4. Pubs, Clubs & Governance 
The fourth book in our Abbotskerswell Village History 
Series is now available, free of charge, thanks to the 
Heritage Lottery Fund, in the Model Stores, call in to 
collect a copy. 

AbbPast Village History Booklets 
 

I have recently collected the fourth booklet in the series "Pubs, Clubs and Governance". As with the previous three in the 
series it is an excellent read for anyone with any interest in Abbotskerswell. I would like publicly to thank Pete Wade and 
other members of AbbPast who have assisted in putting together these fascinating booklets. It is obvious that many hours 
of detailed research have gone into examining the records and talking with those who have memories of events long ago. 
The patience required and then the skill to collate all the information into a cohesive record is outstanding. We are very 
fortunate as villagers to have a history of the many different aspects of village life and the contributions of various families 
to that history that not only informs those of us who live in Abbotskerswell now but will also provide a legacy for future 
generations. We should all be extremely grateful for those who have made this possible. So if you have not read any of the 
booklets yet then what are you waiting for? 

Andy Rose 
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Vets at Brunel Road, near Penn Inn Roundabout, Newton Abbot 
 

Why pick us?  
 

 Small, independent family run practice that truly cares 
 We listen and strive to understand what you would like for your pet 
 Clear pricing and more importantly, value for money 
 Client satisfaction is GUARANTEED. 
 
We offer all the services you would expect from a first opinion small animal veterinary practice 
including preventative care, modern diagnostics and treatment. Additional services include 
Acupuncture, Laparoscopy (Keyhole/Minimal Invasive Surgery) and a special interest in Exotic 
animals like small mammals, reptiles, birds, amphibians and fish. 
 
We also have… 
 
 Visiting Consultants for Ophthalmology, Cardiology and Orthopaedic surgery so you need 

not travel any further 
 Simple, affordable and comprehensive Care Plan covering all your preventative care needs 

including 2 vet checks a year (Monthly Prices: £11/cat, £12/small dog, £15/large dog) 
 Pet Insurance tailored to our prices so your premium will not be excessively elevated if 

other practices charge more 
 A unique reception area like no other practice! 
 Ample easy free parking available 

Our Ethos 

You are invited to come visit us and see why, at present, 100% of our clients will recommend us! 

Not all practices are the same.             Come and feel the difference. 

Amity Veterinary Care, Brunel Court, Brunel Road, Newton Abbot TQ12 4PB 
Tel: 01626 247888          www.amityvets.com          friends@amityvets.com 

Read our testimonials on Facebook – Amity Veterinary Care  

To regain your pet’s health as fast and as conveniently as possible for a fair price 

Family matters 

http://www.amityvets.com
mailto:friends@amityvets.com
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THE ABBOTSKERSWELL VILLAGE HISTORY SERIES 
ABBPAST BOOK 4—LAUNCH 

On Tuesday 10 October AbbPast, the Village History Group, launched the latest booklet in their Abbotskerswell Village 
History Series. 

Pub, Clubs & Governance is the fourth in the present series, and was launched 
at an exhibition in the Court Farm Inn, the village’s newest of the five that 
have existed in the parish. Landlady Debbie King kindly hosted the event at 
which the 80 page illustrated booklet was given out. 

A display telling the story of each pub was created by the research team to 
wet the appetite for what the booklet contains. Members of the village school 
‘Young AbbPast’ group were also in attendance. Many old photographs of 
village events have been gathered from villagers, and many were also on 
display. Lead researcher Peter Wade commented “So many people have 
contributed the brilliant material, digging into attics, family photograph 
albums and telling stories. When I knock on their doors and explain what we 

are doing, without fail I am invited in and the next piece of material emerges” 

The Village History Series is supported by the Heritage Lottery Fund’s Sharing Heritage Scheme. Villagers can obtain a 
free copy of the publication at Model Stores, The Orchard Café or The Court Farm. 

AbbPast were also pleased to announce that they have recently been awarded a third HLF grant which will be used to 

create a digital photographic archive on their website, produce a history display telling the village’s story and producing 

the final two publications in the Village History Series. 

‘FUN’ QUIZ NIGHT  
WITH BUFFET SUPPER 

 

Organised by Abbotskerswell Parish Church  
Social Committee  

 

Church House – Abbotskerswell 
Saturday 18th November 2017 – 7 00 pm 

 

Quiz Master – The Vicar! 
 

Raffle 
Please bring your own wine 

 

Tickets £8 00 – available from  
the Orchard Café and Central Stores – Abbotskerswell 

 

Please purchase your tickets before 15th November 
 

EVERYBODY WELCOME 
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In the month of Remembrance—The War Horse—a story by Pam Wakeham 

The battle had moved on and it was now reasonably quiet, any movement was chiefly the stretcher bearers trudging 
back to the hospital tent with the wounded. But in the far corner a solitary horse was slowly but precisely quartering 
the field, head down, looking at every soldier, dead or alive. The distinctive lettering on the saddle pouches said it was 

the mail riders’ horse. Two hours later the bearers noticed it was still patiently searching. Suddenly she stopped, head up, gave a 
loud whinny and shot forward to a large mound of earth with a big Gatling gun embedded in the top. Half buried but still living, Jack, 
the mail rider opened his eyes as the mare snuffled his face. With a huge smile he reached up and put his arms round her neck. 
“Jess, old dear, I’m stuck.” 

His bottom half was numb, having been buried for two days. Jess then walked around the mound several times looking and 
looking. Then to Jack’s utter amazement, she started scraping at the back of the pile. In a short time she had moved quite a 
bit. Jack saw the gun move slightly and called her round. Seeing an answer Jack said “come by, Jess, come by” and Jess slowly 
sidled sideways to him. Reaching up he grabbed hold of the saddle, then “back Jess, back”. Three attempts later he suddenly 
shot free. He lay gasping for a while with Jess fussing over him like an old mother hen. For the next step Jack dragged his 
lifeless legs foot by foot up the mound and onto the gun. Calling Jess in tight he held on to the saddle and hauled himself over 
it. Ten minutes later astonished hospital staff saw a horse delicately picking her way towards them with a solider draped over 
her back. Lifting him down, they laid him by the hedge with the ever present Jess on guard. “Timed that right” said one “the 
food wagon’s just arrived”. “Is there anything my horse could eat?” asked Jack. “Well, the medicines come packed in hay” was 
the reply, “so, yes there is”. By the end of the week Jack was hobbling around as his legs came back to life. A week later he 
was back to delivering messages and three weeks after that he brought the best one of all. The war was over! 

Gradually the army began drifting back towards the coast and Jack with them. As the mail rider, he had free passage anywhere, with 
no questions asked. Clattering on to a large ferry, they sailed for home. Landing at Plymouth they were soon wending their way 
through the busy streets. “Which way to Totnes?” Jack called out and they were soon on their way. Stopping at a pub Jack was given 
a plate of hot food and an hour in a field for Jess. Refreshed they went back on the road to Newton Abbot and the Home Farm. 

Some time later Jack’s younger brother, Bob, rushed into the kitchen shouting “Mum, Dad, there’s a mad horseman coming 
down our lane”. Hurrying outside they watched the horse hurtle into the yard and skid to a stop. A huge shock hit them as thy 
saw their eldest son leap off and run towards them. Laughing and crying they flung their arms around each other in utter 
happiness. Then with Jess peering over his shoulder Jack led her forward and nearly bursting with pride he said “this is Jess, 
the lady who saved my life”. “In that case” said his father, she can have the best of everything for the rest of her life!”. 

Ten minutes later Jess was thundering down a field, leaping and jumping, heading towards three horsey faces looking over a 
far gate. Then smiling at each other the family turned and went inside and the door was shut 
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A Resounding “Yes” to the 
Neighbourhood Plan! 

 
 

The Referendum held on the 28th September gave a 
resounding “Yes” to our Plan with 349 or 87.9% being in 
favour and only 48 or 12.1% voting “No”. This was on an 
excellent turnout of 30.51% of the electorate. 
 
The Neighbourhood Plan is now considered “Made.” 
However, it has still to be ratified by the Executive 
Committee of the District Council when it meets to 
consider both ours and Bishopsteignton’s (another big 
“Yes” in their referendum), on 31st October 2017. 
Following this ratification, the Plan will hold the same 
weight as Teignbridge’s Local Plan in all planning 
applications relating to the Parish of Abbotskerswell. 
 

BUT the Plan is much more than a tool for planning 
applications to be measured against, it is also a blueprint 
containing policies and aspirations to ensure the future 
well-being of our community. It is now the duty of the Parish Council to create an agenda of actions to carry through 
these policies and aspirations all of which are detailed in the Plan itself. 
 

The “Made Plan” will be available for public consumption in the following places: paper copy: Parish Rooms, Model Stores, 
Court Farm Inn, Orchard Deli); Electronic Copy ( www.abbotskerswell.org.uk ); Personal copy – contact Sharon Raggett 
(Parish Council Page) and AbbTalk will have regular articles informing our community of the action that is taking place. 
 
David Munden 
(Positively the last message as Chairman of the Neighbourhood Planning Steering Group!) 

 
Editor  comment… that’s what he thinks!!!! 

Abbotskerswell Singers 
Christmas Concert 

 

The AK singers Christmas concert this year will be on the 13th of December on the theme of “Christmas from 
Elsewhere”. It will include carols from other areas of the world along with some old favourites for some audience 
participation. Please do mark the date in your diary. Tickets will be available from the village shop from the end of 
November. 
 

Singing is great fun. If you would like to join the choir we are always looking for new members. We are a friendly 
bunch managed by an extremely pleasant, if somewhat wacky, Music Director, Nicola Smith. Under her direction 
we tackle music from many varied genres including classical, Old English, African and Pop. Don’t worry if you can’t 
read music, many of us can’t, and it is not a requirement. Don’t worry if you think you can’t sing, most people can 
but just lack confidence. We don’t audition, we just welcome you. If you wish to give it ago, come along on 
Wednesday evening, 7.30 pm in Church house. If you wish more information you can always contact me on 01626 
337825. 
 

Garry Kendall (chair of AK Singers) 

http://www.abbotskerswell.org.uk
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Luxury bed and breakfast  
with three individually styled  

en-suite rooms from  
£81 per night. 

 
Mark and Liz Lamport 
Bulleigh Barton Manor 
Ipplepen, Newton Abbot 

Devon, TQ12 5UA 
www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk 

01803 873411 

“A country house  

B&B in the heart of 

South Devon. 

Seager 
Garden Services 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business 
Established 1997 

 

Available for one off jobs,  
contracting and  

regular maintenance   
 

Weeding & Grass cutting 
Hedges & Tree Surgery 
Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing 
Clearance & Restoration 

General Tidying 
 

Free quote call Julian Seagers  
01803 875260 
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Tree Care Specialist 

Rob Ewers 

Tel: 07878265631 
robewers61@gmail.com 

 
Hedge Trimming & Pruning 

Tree Surgery & Felling 
Logs/Wood Chip Delivered 

Stump Removal 

Fully Insured  Free Estimates & Advice 

WHITE GOODS SERVICING 

 077842 12345 
 rsmappliances@gmail.com 

 

R H Kitchens Ltd 
 

Design, Supply & Fit  
Fitting Only 

Bespoke Furniture 
Worktop Changes 

01626 206121 
07879 416504 

www.rhkitchens.com 

richardheyward@hotmail.com 

 
25 Years Joinery, Kitchen Design, 
Manufacture & Fitting Experience 

http://www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk/
http://www.rhkitchens.com
mailto:richardheyward@hotmail.com
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Cleaner Ovens 
Established in 2003 

Office: 
01626 363748 

Let us put the sparkle back into your Oven 
Prices from £45.00 

Telephone 

Chris Hallwood 

Freephone: 0800 5838463  Mobile: 07966 613160 

 

NEWTON ABBOT PHYSIOTHERAPY & SPORTS 

INJURIES CLINIC 

Chartered 

HCPC Registered 

Lower back pain 

Sciatica 

Neck pain and stiffness 

Whiplash injuries 

Headaches 

Shoulder conditions 

Tennis / Golfer’s Elbow 

Wrist / hand injuries 

Hip impingements / OA Hip 

OA Knee, Anterior knee pains 

etc. 

Ankle sprains 

Foot conditions 

Over-use injuries 

Bio-mechanical problems 

Muscle strains 

WHAT WE TREAT 

OUR SERVICES 

We are Ian Mant and Liz Haysom, 

Chartered Physiotherapists with 

many years of treating musculo-

skeletal pain and sports injuries. 

We are “hands-on” physios using 

joint and soft tissue mobilisation. 

We give our patients advice/

exercises to help settle and prevent 

reoccurrences. 

 

We also offer ACUPUNCTURE 

and BOWEN! 

8B COURTENAY PARK, NEWTON ABBOT, TQ12 2HD 

01626 361559 

newtonabbotphysio@outlook.com 

www.newtonabbotphysiotherapy.com 

When contacting advertisers please mention AbbTalk 

If you would like to advertise in AbbTalk  
lease email annallen1000@gmail.com 

COMB & COLLAR 
DOG GROOMING 

 

 
Michelle Stockman 

Tel: 07866 880026 

 

 
10% OFF YOUR FIRST VISIT 

 

 
Email: combcollar@gmail.com 

www.combcollar.wordpress.com 
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Devon Bat Survey 
In April I took part in the 
Devon Bat survey, this 
meant having a bat 
detector in my garden over 
3 nights. The results were 
recorded and below are the 
findings. 

Later in August, Anne Sercombe and Brian Mackness took 
part. Up until then I had little knowledge of bats and was really 
surprised by the findings. The numbers are recordings of the 
fly pasts not the number of bats. 

Location: Mary Down, 4 Laburnum Terrace 

Species 
Common pipistrelle 69 

Bat Passes—Near (Nr) 
Lesser horseshoe 7 Pipistrelle species 3 
Noctule  2 Leisler's or Noctule 1 
Myotis species 1 Soprano pipistrelle 1 
 

These are the results from Anne and Brian’s 3 nights with the 
bat detector in Brian’s field in Vicarage Lane. This was in 
August and as you can see there was a lot more movement 
than at Laburnum Terrace in April. 
 

Common pipistrelle 107 

Bat Passes (Nr) 
Pipistrelle species 19 Myotis species 16 
Daubenton's bat 10 Natterer's  10 
Lesser horseshoe 6 Greater horseshoe 4 
Noctule 4 Soprano pipistrelle 3 
Whiskered or Brandt's 3 Brown long−eared 2 
Serotine  2 
 

There are 18 different varieties of bat to be found in Britain and 
below is some information about those recorded in our village 
during the  spring and summer. 
 

Brown Long-eared Plecotus auritus 
The ears of a brown long-eared bat are nearly as long as its body! 
Their highly sensitive hearing means they can hunt by listening for 
sounds made by insects, rather than using echolocation, which 
some moths can detect. Brown long-eared bats are found hunting 
amongst vegetation in gardens and parks, along hedgerows and 
in woodland where they will pluck insects off leaves as well as 
catching them mid-air. 

Common Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pipistrellus 
Common pipistrelles are the most common and widespread of all 
British bat species. They are found in lots of places, including 
towns and cities, as well as in the countryside. They are small, and 
their flight is fast and jerky as they pursue small insects which 
they catch and eat whilst flying. A single pipistrelle can consume 
up to 3,000 insects in one night! 

Daubenton’s Bat Myotis daubentonii 
Daubenton’s bats have a strong association with water and they 
normally hunt for food over smooth surfaced water such as 
ponds, lakes and slow flowing rivers and streams. They have a 
pale belly and fly low over the water, using their large feet and 
tail to scoop up insects from the water surface. 

Greater Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus ferrumequinum 
Horseshoe bats can be distinguished from other British bats by 
the presence of a complex horseshoe-shaped nose which is 
needed for their particular type of echolocation. When roosting 
they hang free by their legs from a perch, with their wings more 
or less wrapped around their body. The greater horseshoe is 
one of our largest bat species, about the size of a small pear. It 
requires a network of cattle-grazed pasture, mature hedgerows, 
woodland edge and species-rich grassland to hunt its insect 
prey, which includes dung beetles. Horseshoe bats are known to 
avoid areas which are artificially lit, and are therefore 
vulnerable to increased light levels as they disrupt their 
commuting paths, roost flight-lines and foraging areas. This is 
one of the UK’s rarest bat species, and Devon is one of their 
strong-holds in Northern Europe. 

Lesser Horseshoe Bat Rhinolophus hipposideros 
The lesser horseshoe bat is one of the smallest British species, 
being about plum-sized. It has a complex horseshoe shaped nose 
which is related to the way it echolocates. It rests by hanging 
upside-down with its wings wrapped around its body, and avoids 
flying and foraging in lit up areas. Lesser horseshoe bats mostly 
hunt close to their roost in sheltered valleys, woodland edge, 
pasture and wetlands. 

Myotis Species 
The Myotis are a group of bats which includes Alcathoe, 
Bechstein’s, Brandt’s, Daubenton’s, Natterer’s and Whiskered bats. 
They all make very similar sounds which mean that sometimes it 
is very hard to tell them apart from their recordings alone. 

Natterer’s Bat Myotis nattereri 
This medium-sized species has long, slightly curved ears, and a 
fringe of very stiff bristles along the trailing edge of its broad tail 
membrane. Natterer’s bat is highly agile in tight spaces, making 
quick, sharp turns. This means it can hunt very close to 
vegetation, picking up insects off leaves and twigs and catching 
insects flying close to dense vegetation. They tend to hunt in 
dense woodland, along tree-lined rivers and over water bodies, 
but are also found in woodland clearings, meadows and parkland. 

Pipistrelle Species 
There are 3 species of pipistrelle that are commonly found in the 
UK, the common, soprano and Nathusius’. They are the smallest 
of the British bats, with both the common and soprano likely to 
be found in most areas – including the middle of towns and cities. 
The Nathusius’ is a rarer, migratory bat, normally found near water. 

Soprano Pipistrelle Pipistrellus pygmaeus 
The soprano pipistrelle was discovered as a different species to 
the common pipistrelle in the 1990s – they are very similar but 
they use slightly different echolocation calls and there are subtle 
differences in how they look. They also tend to roost and hunt in 
slightly different places, with the soprano pipistrelle favouring 
river habitat and wetland areas. 

Whiskered or Brandt’s 
Whiskered and Brandt’s bats are very similar in appearance, both 
are small with slightly shaggy fur – and Brandt’s is normally a bit 
bigger, but often DNA analysis is the only way to tell them apart. 
They are often found in slightly different areas; whiskered bats 
are mostly found in open wooded country, often near water, 
whilst Brandt’s feed through the night at low heights in 
woodland, parks, meadows and near water bodies. 
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FREE CALL OUT 

CALL TIM ON: 07757 121550 

OFFICE: 01626 211153 

 

The Chimney Chief 

Nick Ashburn-Scott 
Certified Chimney Sweep 

 
07748343206 
 
nick@thechimneychief.co.uk 
www.facebook.com/thechimneychief 

 
 I specialise in Power Sweeping 
 Traditional Brush and Vacuum Sweeping 
 Chimney Inspections—CCTV Technology 
 Smoke Draw Testing 
 Advise on Woodburners and how to get the best use  

out of them 
 Bird Guards and Cowls fitted 
 Supply and Advise on Carbon Monoxide Detectors 

 
If you have any queries at all please do not hesitate to con-
tact me. I look forward to hearing from you. 
 
www.thechimneychief.co.uk 

REGISTERED MEMBER 
www.instituteofchimneysweeps.co.uk 

 

ABBFEST 2017 
GRANTS 

 

ABBFEST is more than a community 
event. The profit made at the festival is 
used to make grants to local 
organisations. 

Following the success of ABBFEST 
2017, the trustees invite applications for 
grants. Applications should be sent, 
preferably as a Word document 
attached to an e-mail to the secretary to 
the Trustees, Brian Mackness at 
brianmackness@clara.co.uk Brian, 
01626 356004 or 07725647358, is 
happy to discuss applications in 
advance. 

This year we have to keep to a strict 

closing date for applications of 30 

November. 

mailto:brianmackness@clara.co.uk


 

20 

 
 
 

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
Monday 25th September 2017 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  

Meeting commenced at 7.30pm   

Present Cllr B Chambers, Cllr Mrs W Grierson (Chairman), C Cllr A 
Dewhirst (from item 6), D Cllr D Smith, Cllr K Eales, Cllr Mrs A Allen, 
Cllr Mrs L Clowes. 
 

In Attendance Mr John Lewis (Tree Warden), 1 member of the 
Public.  
 

Apologies for Absence – Cllr P Marino, Cllr Mrs M Colclough, Cllr K 
Farrelly. 
 

Declarations of interest  
 

1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 31st July 
2017. 
Minutes of the Planning Meeting – Wednesday 13th 
September 2017. 

 

The above minutes have been distributed and read – proposed by 
Cllr K Eales & seconded by Cllr B Chambers with all in agreement and 
duly signed by the Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson. 
 

2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes). No points raised. 
 

3) Planning Applications & Decisions 
Applications received from Teignbridge District Council 
 

a) Application no 17/02089/NPA – Mr R Downs – Land at NGR 
285048 69125 – Totnes Road – Prior approval under Part 3 
Class Q (a) and (b) paragraph W of the GPDO change of use 
of agricultural building to a dwelling. 

 

The following comments have been submitted to TDC -  
 

This site sits adjacent to the A381 at Abbotskerswell Cross. It is 
opposite to the prime entrance / egress point for the village for most 
parishioners (676 dwellings). Because of the steep nature of the site, 
it has for many years presented a visually negative scene to residents 
and visitors to the parish. Over time, due to the site’s location, APC 
has been subjected to many questions from parishioners regarding 
the site’s business function.  
 

The owner confirms he has had the site for 20 years. He had 
approval (96/03073/FUL) in 1996 for a store and workshop for a 
vineyard, which was quickly built. Since then the owner has never 
developed the site as a well-established or viable winemaking 
business, leading one to conclude that it was likely the owner never 
intended it to be developed as a commercial business, but for 
residential use at some time in the future. Clearly this application 
and previous change of use applications, together with limited 
husbandry of the site, has only served to reinforce this assumption. 
 

Also, the applicant has not clarified why these two building were 
necessary in 1996, but not required for his business now. Under the 
last application to TDC, additional information was put on the portal 
in which the applicant set out a basic programme of work for apple 
and pear cultivation and viticulture, but he has not indicated where 
produce and associated implements will be kept should this 
application be approved.  
 

Because of the lack of a professional and commercial approach to 
viticulture and through observation, APC deem “the site was not in 
use solely for an agricultural use as part of an established agricultural 
unit”, with the emphasis on “established agricultural unit”.  
 

Consequently, it is APC’s opinion, based on the evidence above, that 
the applicant’s intention has always been to gain approval for a 
dwelling house. As such, this site is outside the settlement limit of 
Abbotskerswell, i.e. in open countryside, and the position of the 
property on the site is considered as not being appropriate for a 

dwelling house and thus GPDO Part 3 Class Q does not apply to this 
application. 
 

The application is against policy S22 in TDC’s Local Plan 2013–2033, 
adopted in May 2014, Also APC’s Neighbourhood Plan (paragraphs 
85 to 89) supports TDC’s policy S22. 
 

Note: Abbotskerswell’s Neighbourhood Plan has passed examination 
and will go to referendum on 28th September 2017. 
 

APC OBJECTS to this application and recommends refusal of 
17/02089/NPA. 
 

Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council – none. 
 

4) Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr K Eales confirmed that the 

referendum will take place on Thursday in the Village, 3 open 
meetings have been held for Parishioners who had questions 
to ask. NA3 – Wolborough – a meeting was held with Cllr K 
Eales, Mr P Evemy and Devon Wildlife Trust who have now 
submitted their concerns on the TDC portal. The Parish 
Council have also submitted a letter to Ian Perry TDC with 
concerns. APC have also commissioned a paper on the 
findings of the greater horseshoe bat from Professor John 
Altringham & Dr Anna Berthinussen, a paper has also been 
commissioned on Wolborough Fen. TDC have invited Newton 
Abbot TC, APC, & Wolborough to a meeting on the 12th 
October, Cllrs Eales, Grierson, Allen, Chambers with Paul 
Evemy will attend. PCL attended a meeting at Newton Abbot 
TC – the Town Council stated they wish for the road to be in 
place before any development takes place.  

5) Correspondence – none received 
 

Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 

6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – see report attached to 

the minutes.  
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D Smith –  

see written report attached to the minutes.  
c) Emergency Planning Committee report – Nothing to report.  
d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report – Cllr B 

Chambers reported that several play companies have been 
approached for quotes to look towards replacing the play 
area, some equipment can be renovated and some will need 
to be replaced.  Fireworks have increased by 15% in cost this 
year, will look for quotes from some different companies next 
year. DJ Dave will be in attendance and also some fire 
twirlers, school will be attendance – date this year November 
4th which is a Saturday night. 

e) Allotments Report – Mr John Lewis reported that allotment 
holders have been informed of the Ash Tree which is coming 
down. Composting site is now in use. 

f) P3 Report – nothing to report. 
g) Village Hall Report – nothing to report. 
h) Tree Warden Report – Mr John Lewis reported that a Tree in 

Court Grange Lane has a DCC notice to the owner asking 
them to contact DCC. C Cllr A Dewhirst confirmed that if no 
owner is found the tree will be removed by DCC. 

i) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external meetings or 
Committees. 
1) TALC – meeting this coming Thursday, Cllr K Eales will 

attend if possible. 
2) Stoneycombe Liasion – meeting tomorrow. 

j) DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges. 
1) Road Warden Scheme – the scheme will not be 

entered into currently but Chapter 8 training is being 
encouraged. Dave Wilds will be asked if he wishes to 
do Chapter 8. 

2) 400 x 20 is Plenty Bin Stickers – all in agreement that 
these should be ordered. 
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3) Railings at the top of the Village have been damaged, 
DCC are now dealing with this. Cllr Mrs W Grierson will 
speak to the highways officer regards the type of 
railing that it will be replaced with as the Parish 
Council would like the same sort of railings.  

4) Pine Trees, Manor Road – write and say that the 
Parish Council is concerned about the wall bulging out 
which may be undermined by tree roots. 

5) Noted that a property in Grange Road have put out 
some stones to stop people pulling in, these are on 
private property. 

6) Footpath in Corn Park Road – tree growing into the 
footpath needs cutting down.  

7) Cllr Mrs W Grierson reported she has spoken to Tim 
Hughes at the school regards the children doing a 
litter poster and the Parish Council will provide a prize. 

k) Volunteer Action Group – nothing to report.  
l) Consultations – nothing to report. 
m) Communications Committee Report – Cllr Mrs L Clowes 

reported that the website is being visited on a regular basis.  
Cllr K Eales reported that the AbbTalk group would like to use 
the Parish Rooms on a regular basis – all Cllrs in agreement 
that this should be free of charge. 
 

7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 

Parish Council 
Cheque no 1476 = £540.00 (vat £90.00) LMS Highways (Line Painting 

Courts). 
Cheque no 1477 = £90.00 – PC Spek (Computer Repairs). 
Cheque no 1478 = £157.50 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning August). 
Cheque no 1479 = £488.78 – Sharon Raggett (Wages August 2017). 
Cheque no 1480 = £20.00 – Cash (Stamps). 
Cheque no 1481 = £30.00 – Sharon Raggett (Ink Carts). 
Cheque no 1482 = £15.00 – Bob Chambers (Expenses). 
Cheque no 1483 = £53.90 (vat £8.98) – Maker Coatings. 
Cheque no 1484 = £72.43 – A De Gennaro (Repair to Skateboard 

Ramps). 
Cheque no 1485 = £138.00 (vat £23.00) – WS Howard & Sons (Weed 

Spraying). 
Cheque no 1486 = £60.06 (vat £2.86) – EDF (Pavillion Electric). 
Cheque no 1487 = £52.08 (vat £2.48) – EDF (Parish Rooms Electric). 
Cheque no 1488 = £410.00 – Birbeck Landscapes (Grass Cutting). 
Cheque no 1489 = £18.93 (vat £0.90) – British Gas (Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1490 = £253.20 (vat £42.20) – St Marys Church (Clock 

Service). 
Cheque no 1491 = £114.00 – Kingfisher (Neighbourhood Plan). 
Cheque no 1492 = £105.00 – David Wilds (Weed Cleaning). 
Cheque no 1493 = £96.00 (vat £16.00) – Clystnet Ltd (web support). 
Cheque no 1494 = £32.79 – SWWA (Parish Rooms). 
Cheque no 1495 = £62.47 (vat £10.41) – Kevin Eales (Ink Carts). 
Cheque no 1496 = £100.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick Aug & Sep). 
Cheque no 1497 = £17.00 – NALC (Annual Sub). 
Cheque no 1498 = £62.95 – SWWA (Toilets). 
Cheque no 1499 = £170.68 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning September). 
Cheque no 1500 = £488.78 – Sharon Raggett (Wages September) 
26.7.17 – DD Payment = £16.20 Plus Net (Parish Rooms Internet). 
31.8.17 – DD Payment = £16.20 Plus Net (Parish Rooms Internet). 
 

Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1106 = £50.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1107 = £20.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1108 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1109 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1110 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1111 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1112 = £50.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1113 = £20.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1114 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1115 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 

Cheque no 1116 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1117 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
 

Bank Balances 
ARA Account Balance September  2017 = £7,130.62 
Village Events Account – £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance September 2017 = £25,569.03 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 
CPRE Donation = £1,000 (held within Parish Council Account). 

 

Proposed by Cllr K Eales & seconded by Cllr B Chambers with all in 
agreement. 

 
8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council Meeting’s Agenda. 
9) ARA Draw – August & September 2017  
 

£50 – 922 – Mrs H Walkden – Hazelbrook, Slade Lane  
£20 – 399 – Mrs Scott – Orchard House 
£5 – 138 – Mr J Lewis – 31 Odle Hill Grove 
£5 – 286 – Mrs Tolliday – 1 Lakeland 
£5 – 562 – Mr King – 2 Monks Orchard 
£5 – 388 – Mr Hopkins – 32 Odle Hill Grove 
 

£50 – 59 – Mrs J Bradford – The Oaks, Two Mile Oak 
£20 – 566 – Mrs Smeaton – 1 Church Cottages, Orchard Close 
£5 – 261 – Mr Maunder – Dorina, Totnes Road 
£5 – 417 – Mr D Hodges – 5 Odle Hill Grove 
£5 – 525 – Mr A Black – The Beacon, Priory Road 
£5 – 320 – Mr & Mrs Sampson – Riber, Two Mile Oak 
 

There being no further business the meeting closed at 9.30pm  
 

Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms – 
Monday 30th October 2017 @ 7.30pm. 

ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS AND 
REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM – PLEASE 
CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607  

2017 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr K Eales 
9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu 
Cllr R Chambers (Chair ARA) 

3 Hillside Cottages, Totnes Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NG 
01626 352651 or Bob-chambers@hotmail.co.uk 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or marycolclough2@gmail.com 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 
8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956 or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 
31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

(Chairperson) Mrs W Grierson 
Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mrs Liz Clowes 
Mote Cottage, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell 

01626 332092 or liz_taylor@live.co.uk  

Cllr Mrs Ann Allen 
Tree Tops, 1 Forde Close, Abbotskerswell 

01626 330965 or annallen1000@gmail.com 

District Cllr D Smith 
Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 
Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 
34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 
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Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 
Presentation Lunch 
 

The club celebrated a successful season with its end of 
season Sunday lunch and trophy presentations at The Jolly 
Farmer Newton Abbot. After a splendid lunch Club 
Chairman Paul Mitchell presided over proceedings praising 
the players for their achievements. He emphasised that we 
are a family club that caters for all ages and so it was fitting 
that one of our successful Under 11 players, Cooper Catley, 
was asked to help with the presentation of trophies. The 
trophy winners were: 
 

Charlie Mitchell 
Club batsman and 1st XI player of the year 
 
 
 
 
Connor Adams 
Club bowler and 1st XI players player 
 
 
 

 
Charlie Hill 
Sunday player of the year and outstanding 
performance 
 
 
 
Charlie Smout-Cooper 
2nd Team player of the year 
 
 
 

 
Toby Lovell 
2nd XI players player 
 
 
 
 
Richard Harmer 
1st XI fielder of the year 
 
 
 

 
Aidan Lightowlers – 2nd team fielder of the year 

 

Elliott Adams 
Most improved player    
 
 
 
 

Eddie Smout-Cooper 
Young player of the year 
 
 
 
 
Nigel Adams 
Clubman of the year 
 
 
 
 

Graham Catley 
Teflon trophy for best dropped catch 
 
 
 

 
Get Behind Ben 
 

Ben Cowdry is one of our most promising Colts and a talented 
all round sportsman. He has made significant contributions 
over the last three seasons to our Second XI especially with his 
off-spin. Unfortunately this 17 year old had his 2017 season 
cut short. Following some knee problems he was diagnosed 
with a rare form of cancer which necessitated two operations 
and a course of radiotherapy. During his recovery he has 
received amazing care and support from the Teenage Cancer 
Trust. He is making a return to full fitness and raring to play 
again in 2018. As part of that recovery he has entered for the 
London Marathon to raise funds for the Teenage Cancer Trust. 
All members and those associated with the Cricket Club are 
encouraged to support Ben. Anyone wishing to make a 
donation can do so via uk.virginmoneygiving.com and enter 
Ben Cowdry for details. 
 

Annual General Meeting 
 

Although this is a relatively quiet time at the club all the pitch 
renovations and preparations for next season have taken 
place. We have two teams playing weekly in the Torbay 
Indoor Cricket Leaque and the officers of the club are ensuring 
everything is in place for our Clubmark renewal. As part of this 
we have had a very beneficial evening revising our vision as 
part of the development plan. If you want to catch up with 
developments at the club and even become part of the 
ongoing progress at the club do come along to our AGM. This 
will be held in the clubhouse on Wednesday 15 November at 
7:00pm. For further details contact the Chairman Paul Mitchell 
(abbotsccchairman@gmail.com) or Vice Chairman Richard 
Codd (abbotsarmy@gmail.com).  
 
Andy Rose  
01626-351886 

mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
mailto:abbotsarmy@gmail.com
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FINANCIAL PLANNING IS COMPLEX 
 
Broadly defined as making decisions about money to help individuals meet certain goals and aspirations over the 
lifetime, planning is a continuing process of anticipating and adapting to changes in personal circumstances over 
the long term. But we are not programmed to think long term, preferring rewards today over larger rewards 
tomorrow, and switching off in the face of complexity. 
 
Given that our lives are so full of other activities, most people are likely to need help with financial planning from 
those who are qualified to give it. Unfortunately, many do not seek financial advice – only 16.8% of people saw an 
adviser between 2012–2014. A recent report found that even amongst those who took out an investment product 
in the last few years, nearly half failed to see a financial adviser. It is worrying that so few fail to seek advice before 
taking out an investment product, where capital could be at risk. 

 

SETTING THE RECORD STRAIGHT ON INCOME PROTECTION 
 

When it comes to insurance, we’re often quick to protect our cars, houses or contents as the consequences of not 
doing so can be serious. However, some of us don’t think about insuring the very thing that allows us to afford 
these things, our financial wellbeing, meaning many remain unprotected. 

Many consumers are unaware as to their financial situation should they be unable to work long-term. Nowhere is 
this clearer than with Statutory Sick Pay (SSP). Recent research showed that employees grossly overestimated the 
value of SSP (which was £88.45 as of April 2016) by an average of 62%. Three quarters (76%) of employees thought 
that SSP was £100 or more per week, and 15% even thought it was over £200. 

Once these employees were aware of the realities of SSP, three quarters of them said they would only last at most 
one month before having to cut back on monthly outgoings. This is where income protection plans come in to play, 
helping to provide the financial security families need by paying out a monthly benefit should they be unable to 
work due to an accident or long-term illness. 

Without such a policy in place, and in many cases without the savings to provide a financial safety net, managing a 
household’s expenses can turn into a cause of constant worry and stress. 

There are several myths about protection policies not paying out but in 2016 one insurer, Legal & General, paid out 
on 94.4% of all income protection claims to a value of £1.2 million. There are also misconceptions about the cost of 
income protection, which most people consider as expensive and unnecessary but there are lower cost, 2-year 
income protection plans available which may suit most individuals. 

It is important therefore that you consider the financial impact a loss of income could have on your own individual 
lifestyle should you remain unprotected. Should you require individual and expert financial advice please contact 
David Hedge on 01626 360654. 

 
LOW INTEREST RATES 
 
Stop press – We can offer a one-year fixed term deposit fully protected by the Financial Services Compensation 

Scheme paying a rate of 1.7%. It is available for personal and business accounts. 
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Come back in 
2018 

 For another 
great 

ABBFEST 
experience! 

More great photos 
from Abbfest 2017 

The festival with something  
for  

everyone 
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ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. Visit and 
host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet for a Social 
evening and supper. Middle of each month usually in Church House. 
Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact Marilyn 
Whitefoot 361275 

Abbotskerswell W.I. 

Church House 2nd Tuesday of the month 7pm. W.I. for the woman of 
today. Make new friends, have a good time, learn new skills. Wl meet for 
talks and demonstrations on anything from gardening to computers, they 
also organise outings and get involved in the community. Contact: 
Christine Lewis 01626 351378 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Speakers on historical topics both local and further afield.  Contact: 
Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible lighting 
available to book. Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Wednesday evenings from 
7pm–8pm. We would love to welcome some new members. You do not have to 
be musical – just be able to count to six! Contact Liz Smyth-Osbourne on 368400 
or just come along to the church on Wednesday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every Wednesday from 
7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs who is interested in the 
possibility of joining is welcome to come along preferably after contacting 
the Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and 
late May/early June. Contact: Nicola Smith 01626 332258 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation Area 
court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 3 Devon League sides 
on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly sides, with 
training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for boys and girls 
from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams 
from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 
07778-017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. We 
have working layouts in OO and N scale where members can run 
their own models. Refreshments available. Contact John Whitehead 
on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the Flood 
Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or sandbags to 
protect your property, then please contact Dave on: 01626 355541 or 
07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
1st Monday of the month 8.00pm in the Parish Rooms. Contact 
Sylvia Hallett 01626 365411 

Parish Rooms—Free WiFi available 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  01803 614567 / Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–08:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES—SHOP & POST OFFICE 

Tel: 01626 333387 

Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 
 
 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626215838 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

British Telecom Faults                  151 

Electricity Western Power 08456 012989 

Gas 0800   317960 

Water 0800   378937 

Street Lighting 0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council     01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council 01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden 01626 351378 

Dog Warden 01626 215881 

Crimestoppers 0800   555111 

Samaritans 01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital 01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital 01626 324500 

RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line 01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line 01626 833664 

National Express Coach 08705 808080 

Rail Information 08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter 01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth 01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre 01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema 08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre 01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn 01803 812717 

Locksmith 01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956

 (Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line 03444 111 444
 (Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College     01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School    01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your house 

name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

