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Dear Reader 

I hope you enjoyed the May Day celebrations. The children did 
really well round the Maypole. 

As you receive this issue you will hopefully be strolling round this 
year’s Open Gardens on 3rd and 4th and following the Owl Trail. 

A big weekend a the end of June with the School Summer Fair on 
the 24th and the annual Duck Race on the 25th. Keep any eye out 
for Duck Race tickets going on sale outside Central&Model Stores. 

I hope you’re all gearing up for the Annual GardenShow in 
August. Lots to do in the gardens now but hopefully all your prize-
winning entries will be ready in time. 

AbbTalk Editor 
annallen1000@gmail.com / 01626 330965 

www.abbotskerswell.org.uk 

Cover photo —Blossom and rape seed field at Ruby Farm 
Taken by John Whitehead 

Next deadline for the double issue July/August 
Advertisements and Articles – June 15th 
Next delivery date – 1st & 2nd July  

The AbbTalk Association Committee:  

Ann Allen  Editor (annallen1000@gmail.com) 

Kevin Eales Chairman 
 (kevin@eales.eu) 

Zoe Truman Secretary 
 (zoe_truman@hotmail.com ) 

Lynn Howard Treasurer 
 (modelstores@btconnect.com) 

Andrew Rose  Abbotskerswell Cricket Club Representative 
(aprose53@hotmail.com) 

John Whitehead Picture Editor  
 (jw1950ak@aol.com) 

Tim Collins  Church Representative 
 (tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Diary Dates for May 
Open Gardens Weekend ................ 3rd & 4th 

AK Singers Concert ......................... 9th ..................... page 29 

Knit and Natter ............................... 5th and 19th 

AbbPast .......................................... 12th ................... page 10 

AK Primary School Summer Fair .... 24th ................... page 31 

Duck Race ....................................... 25th ................... page 18 

AK Cricket Club ...............................  .......................... page  
     Outdoor net practice ................. every Tuesday 
     Junior nights .............................. every Friday 
     All Starts Programme ................. every Friday 

MISSING 
 

‘MOG’ our three year old Tabby cat is Missing aain. 
 

Last August 2016 I sent a message to all the kind 
parishoners of Abbotskerswell who helped us find our cat 
Mog. She returned after 4 weeks at the end of June a little 
thin with a nasty abscess on her tail, but was otherwise 
well and appeared relieved to be  home with us. 

Unfortunately for some reason she has gone again. She 
disappeared on Sunday 14th May after being confronted in 
our garden by a long haired male cat who often attacks her. 
Earlier in the week he attacked her so badly that we had to 
made a visit to the vet. Mog was found to  have cuts and 
grazes on her back. Clearly fearful she has left the safety of 
our garden and has wandered. With all the heavy rain she 
may have lost her scent. We think she h as lost her way home. 

So to our neighbours in Oldehill Grove, Odle Hill, Wilton Way 
and Court Grange Lane, please can you check your gardens 
and outbuildings or sheds for our cat Mog. She is chipped, 
and well known by the Abbotskerswell vets. Please contact 
us on: 01626 361410 
 

Thank you 
Annie & Paul Richards 

Volunteers Wanted 

Only once a month 

To help at the Coffee Morning 

Held every Tuesday in Church House 
from 10.00 to 11.30am 

 

To join our band of volunteers all you need is to be 
able to bake a cake and serve it along with the 

refreshments between 10.00 and 11.30 on Tuesday 

once a month. If you’d like to get involved please call 
Mik Wordsworth on 01626 352279. 
 

If you aren’t able to volunteer why not come along 
for a coffee (or tea) and a delicious piece of cake. 

Only 60p each. It’s a great way to get to know people 

in a relaxed atmosphere. Everyone is welcome and we 
have toys to occupy the little ones. We’d love to see  

you there. 

 
 

 
All proceeds in aid of Church House 

THE PRIORY OPEN GARDEN 
The Priory gardens will be open for the National Gardens Scheme on: 

Saturday July 1st—1pm to 5pm and Sunday July 2nd—1pm to 5pm 

The gardens include flower borders, a wild flower meadow, woodland with some interesting specimen  
trees, a Mediterranean garden and several cottage gardens. Lovely view. 

Admission £4.00—Children free 

Home made teas ▪ Plant sale ▪ Limited parking ▪ Dogs on short leads ▪ Partial access for wheelchairs/disabled 

mailto:aprose53@hotmail.com
mailto:jw1950ak@aol.com
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Making the Cross Count! 

Making the right choice is a life-changing experience. But 
making that right choice can be so difficult. 

Over the last month or so, throughout the general election 
campaign, arguments have been batted back and forth over 
policies and strategies; party leaders have clashed over 
interpretation of figures and statistics; political 
commentators talk about swings and voting patterns. 
Manifestos and pledges and posters and leaflets have been 
published and promoted and pushed through the letter box.  

And we now have the responsibility to make up our minds. 
We have to put a cross in the box of our choice.  

No doubt, many people really struggle over that decision, 
perhaps asking themselves: “How do I make my cross 
count?” Because as Christians, but as good citizens first and 
foremost, we have a clear mandate to exercise social 
responsibility in working for the common good.  

I guess at this point some may ask, “Well, how would Jesus 
vote?” But, I think that’s the wrong question. And at one 
level, it doesn’t matter, because putting a cross in that box 
still becomes a decision for the individual. So, maybe, the 
question should be, “How does the life of Jesus 2000 years 
ago help me make the right decision today?” 

What Jesus’s life does is open our eyes to the inequality and 
prejudice and hypocrisy all around us. Jesus deliberately 
sought out the marginalised and disenfranchised in society – 
prostitutes, tax collectors, sinners. Jesus challenged the 
authorities who developed the rules to suit themselves, to 
keep themselves in power. 

What Jesus’ life does is question our inner beliefs and 
understanding. He asks us who our neighbour is; he 
questions the relationship we have with one another and 
with God; he dares us to think about our faith in things 
unseen and unknowable. He makes a clear distinction 
between our lives here on Earth, and the Kingdom of God. 

What Jesus’ life does is challenge our perceptions and habits 
and values. He highlights issues of justice and respect. The 
Sermon on the Mount set out, as it were, a manifesto for 
life and for living. 

Jesus also spoke to his disciples about life in the kingdom of 
God. He taught that true happiness comes from having the 
right attitudes. The real core of Jesus’ teaching is about the 
integrity those who follow Jesus should have; about how 

our inner disposition and outward action ought to form a 
single coherent whole, centred on living the values of God’s 
kingdom. Values of respect, gentleness, humility, 
peacefulness, being non-judgemental, being non-
discriminatory, of acceptance, tolerance and love. 

And so, bearing all that in mind, the decision about placing 
our cross is a response to the love and promises made, is a 
response to the example of Christ’s life. For me that means 
considering the following: 

 How might we be able to have a global economy that 
respects each and every person in the chain of 
production? 

 How do we make sure that the ethos of Fair Trade is 
at the heart of that global economy? 

 How do we ensure justice and equality of opportunity 
for the disadvantaged and discriminated against? 

 How do make sure that we care for the old, the sick, 
the poor, the very young 

 And how do we ensure that there is a world for our 
children to enjoy, in all its beauty and wonder and 
diversity? 

And then asking just how the various parties respond to 

those issues, what promises they make. The ultimate 

question is, perhaps, what difference can my vote make? I 

sincerely believe that my vote can change the world. And so 

can yours. So, please use your vote wisely. 

Tim Collins 
Reader & Ordinand 

 
Date for the Diary 

25th June: Annual Duck Race 

It’s that time of year again when with a waddle and a quack 

hundreds of yellow ducks take to the stream and fight it out 

to be Champion Duck! More information next month 

 
Supporting Others 

A significant number of people are being visited regularly by 
church members. We will continue to do all that we can to 
meet the needs of others, during the time of being without 
a dedicated priest in the village. Those who visit in people’s 
homes do so with the authority and support of the parish 
church and will pass to Revd John Leonard any additional 
spiritual support that might be needed. 

Priest: Revd John Leonard Tel. 01803 873006  
Parish Office:  Kingskerswell Parish Church Office 
  Church End Road 
  Kingskerswell TQ12 5DL 
Church Warden  Pam Wakeham Tel: 07526 470080  
Reader Tim Collins Tel: 01626 365139 
  (email tpandme@btinternet.com) 

Please note our website: www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 

St Mary’s Church 

mailto:tpandme@btinternet.com
http://www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk
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If you know of anyone who would welcome a visit at home 
because they are not well enough to seek their own 
support, then please contact Pam Wakeham, Church 
Warden. 

 
Sunday Lunch  

1pm – 1st Sunday of the month; Church House 

Since 2007, an enthusiastic band of workers have been 
providing lunch for people on the first Sunday of each 
month at Church House This was the vision of Revd Gill 
Still, who recognised that for many people Sundays can 
be a little challenging. They may be on their own, or just 
find the effort of making Sunday lunch just one thing too 
much in a week.  

Since then four different teams of eight willing and talented 
volunteers have prepared, cooked and served over 3000 
traditional Sunday roasts, and a further six teams of sweet-
toothed connoisseurs have provided a choice of delicious 
puddings. The suggested donation is £6, with any profits 
being reinvested in Church House facilities, and as such have 
contributed to new chairs, a dishwasher and a refurbished 
kitchen. 

If you would like to come along for a meal, please contact 
Pat Mackness 01626 353529 

 
Regular events 

Please remember that Church House is open every Tuesday 
from 10–11.30am for Coffee, Tea, Squash and wonderful 
cakes. All ages are always welcome and a good time is had 
by all.  

Wed 7.00pm: Bell Ringers 
 Contact: Liz Smyth-Osbourne 01626 368400 
 lizsmytho@hotmail.co.uk 
 
 
 
 
 

Current Pattern of Worship at St Mary’s  

We look forward to welcoming you to our worship. 
 

1st Sunday of the Month 

10am  Eucharist (Common Worship – CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – using 
contemporary language, lasting about an hour. 
 
2nd Sunday of the Month 

8.00am Eucharist (BCP) 
A ‘said’ service – no hymns or music – service lasting about 
40 minutes. 

9am  Fresh & Early – Church House 
An informal, contemporary service aimed at families and 
those who have little experience of formal church services 
and lasts about ¾ of an hour.  

 

3rd Sunday of the Month 

10am  Eucharist (CW) 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

 

4th Sunday of the Month 

10am  Parish Praise 
A non-communion informal service using contemporary 
language and music lasting about 40 minutes. 

6pm (BST) Evensong (BCP) 

A non-communion sung service of the word, lasting about an 
hour. 

 
5th Sunday of the Month (as appropriate) 

11am  Eucharist (CW) at St Mary’s Kingskerswell 
A ‘sung’ service – with hymns and other music – lasting 
about an hour. 

(Eucharist services are also available at Coffinswell 9am; 
and Kingskerswell 11am.) There are a number of occasional 
services throughout the year which are advertised at Church 
House, on our website and in AbbTalk. 

Abbotskerswell Singers Summer Concert 
 

The AK Singers and New Century Singers from Bovey Tracey will be performing 
Faure’s Requiem in D Minor followed by a medley of summer music. 

June 9th at 7.30pm 

Abbotskerswell Village Hall 

Refreshments available 

Tickets available from Central Stores 

Or on the door on the night 
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The April meeting was our AGM, hence 
the silence last month! There has been 
a change of certain officers are they are 
now:  

President: Pat Heath  
Secretary: Margaret Squires 
Treasurer: Marion Sayers  

The May meeting was held at 7pm, in the Church House, on 
Tuesday 9th May. 

The meeting opened with Jerusalem, then our speaker 
for the month, Gordon Partridge, was introduced. Gordon 
was a lighthouse keeper for 22 years, so was eminently 
placed to talk about "Lighthouses from the inside – the 
Keepers Story". 

The earliest known lighthouse was built over 2000 years 
ago – the Pharos, one of the seven wonders of the ancient 
world. In early 16th century England, Trinity House was 
formed by a group of ex-master mariners to provide succour 
to distressed mariners and their families. Henry VIII granted 
them a charter, originally to keep a safe navigable channel in 
the Thames. His daughter, Elizabeth I, caused the first proper 
coastal lighthouses to be built at Lowestoft and St Agnes, 
Isles of Scilly. 

Lighthouse staff received their training at Trinity House, 
the lowest of the low being a Supernumerary Assistant 
Keeper, before working their way up through the ranks. 
Gordon explained that lighthouse staff needed to be multi-
skilled, with knowledge of not just communications and 
electronics, but also how to cook and sew. (Ex-lighthouse 
keepers must make fabulous husbands!) 

The staff worked long shifts, but had a day off in 
rotation. Some used this time to study with the Open 
University, fish for Lobsters and Crabs, bake Christmas cakes 
and provide meals for the rest of the team. A busy life 
indeed. 

Gordon's talk then moved on to a couple of specific 
lighthouses: the Eddystone at 183 feet tall and the Bishop at 
186 feet. The entrance to the lighthouse was 45 feet from the 
ground and accessible only by climbing a ladder-like stairway. 
Before the days of helicopters and helipads, access to the 
lighthouse was by a line and winch and Gordon had some 
breathtaking photos of a person half way between the 
lighthouse and the boat. Definitely not a job for the faint 
hearted. 

His presentation also included other wonderful photos  

of the inside of various lighthouses, showing the living 
conditions, such as banana shaped beds and dramatic 
pictures of stormy seas. 

In 1998, the last of Britain's 87 lighthouses and lightships 
became automated, ushering in the end of an era fraught 
with danger and fun. 

Gordon proved to be an immensely entertaining speaker 
and gave a very enjoyable talk, punctuated by the ladies' 
incredulous gasps at a Keepers feats and much laughter. Truly 
one of the best speakers we have had, so we will definitely be 
inviting him back next year to give a presentation on another 
subject. Watch this space! 

After a welcome break for tea, we heard the treasurers 
report and a report from one of our members who attended 
the Spring Council meeting, held last month in Torquay. She 
had a very enjoyable time, hearing talks from ACWW and the 
Samaritans. Their guest speaker was a lady RAF pilot who was 
flying multi million pound aircraft before she was old enough 
to take her driving test! 

Next month is our Annual Members meeting, when we 
will enjoy a fish supper, accompanied by lots of chat, no 
doubt, and maybe a quiz or two. 

We discussed a members outing to the National Trust 
property, Saltram House, mid to end of September. Further 
research will be done, so more news on this next month. 

It was also mentioned that the WI will be holding our 
annual cream tea in August and possibly a coffee morning in 
October, with homemade cakes and a sale table. 

Nationally, the WI are actively involved with encouraging 
supermarkets to reduce the mountain of wasted food, so a 
petition from Abbotskerswell WI will be presented to our 
nearest supermarket. 

We had a discussion about the pros and cons of evening 
meetings and afternoon meetings, so I have a question for all 
you ladies: 

IF THE WI MEETINGS WERE HELD IN THE AFTERNOON, 
WOULD YOU BE MORE LIKELY TO JOIN AND PARTICIPATE 
IN THE GROUP? 

Any change would not happen until 2018, as our 
schedule for 2017 is already in place, but we would love to 
hear your thoughts on this question. You can let us know by 
email to sue.thomasohg@gmail.com, or write to Sue Thomas, 
Press Secretary, 23 Odlehill Grove, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NJ. 

 
Thank you.  

ABBOTSKERSWELL 
VILLAGE HALL TRUST 

Village Hall Hire  

for Weddings, Discos, Parties, 
etc.,  

including kitchen use 

Payment in advance required 

One room all day ........................ £100.00 
One room 6pm–midnight ........... £45.00 
Two rooms all day  ..................... £160.00 
Two rooms 6pm–midnight ......... £90.00 
Use of bar ...................................... £10.00 
All other groups per hour ............. £8.00 
Weddings fee ............................... £320.00 
+ includes lighting & heating 

Abboskerswell 

Village Hall Trust 

Booking Enquiries 

Tel: 01626 351564 
 

Registered Charity No. 264508 

mailto:sue.thomasohg@gmail.com
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Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Spring Fours Tournament 
2017, in aid of Devon Air Ambulance Trust. 
 

I am very pleased to report that our second Spring Fours 
Tournament was held successfully on 22 April and was again a close 
fought contest. The eight members and the four volunteer helpers 
who ran the day can be proud of their achievements. Not only did 
we give our 48 visitors a well organised competition, we also 
served up bangers and mash, fruit pie with cream and provided 
ample supplies of tea and cake. 
 Our visiting teams came from far and wide and 
represented some of Devon's top clubs. Group 1 was 
Okehampton, Christow, Buckland, Moreton Hampstead, West 
Hill and Winkleigh, while Group 2 were Wonford, Newton 
Poppleford, Broadclyst, Bow, buckfast and Culmleigh. Each team 
had to play four of their group members and as the day 
progressed we were treated to a display of highly skilled 
bowling. Last year's clear winners, West Hill came up against 
runners-up Winkleigh and struggled. Winkliegh were then 
beaten 7-6 by Moreton while Bow and Christow each won their 
first two games and became early favourites. 
 After the third round of games no clear winner had 
emerged, so all eyes were on the final round. Several teams had 
their sights set on 3 wins so every shot was vital to achieve the best 
shot difference. In the closing minutes of the last round, Buckfast 
needed a convincing win against Wonford to take the contest. They 
managed an 11-3 victory but that was not enough. 
 Winkleigh had scored an 18-2 victory in the third round and 
finished worthy winners with 3 wins and +27 shot difference. 
Buckfast came second with 3 wins and +24 shot difference. Bow 

finished with 3 wins and +18 and Christow 3 wins and +14. 
 We are proud to announce that £400 plus a collection 
bucket of small change was raised in aid of Devon Air 
Ambulance Trust. The cheque was accepted on behalf of DAAT 
by Peter Mason and the total was later confirmed as £442.42 
 Special thanks go to all who helped, both on the day and 
setting up the night before, and those who donated raffle prizes 
and cakes. Val Norman made a huge contribution, buying 
provisions, and co-ordinating preparation, cooking, serving and 
clearing up. Volunteers Linda Tritschler, Joyce Songer and Tatyana 
Obrazcova also worked tirelessly to make the day a success. 
Without their contribution I doubt we could have coped. 

Ray Vyse ASMBC Chairman 

Congratulations to John Horsham, Graham James,  
Mark Allen and Lorraine Axtell 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 
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  mail@carrickjohnson.com  

Visit our website: www.carrickjohnson.com 
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AbbPast : The History Group of  Abbotskerswell 
ABBPAST MAY MEETING 

Kents Cavern & the English Riviera UNESCO 
Global Geopark 

Our speaker for the May meeting was Nick Powe, who is 
the owner of Kents Cavern, and the man behind Torbay 
becoming the only the Global Geopark in England. His great 
grandfather was the foreman on the original archaeological 
‘Great Excavation’ by William Pengelly between 1865 – 
1880. His grandfather, Francis, bought the caves and the 
family has run them ever since. 

Nick’s talk first focused on the geology of Torbay, explaining 
that three key ages are represented in the area: these are the 
Devonian, Permian and Quaternary. It was in the last of these 
the caves were used by animals and humans to shelter during 
the ice ages.  

The caves are known as ‘Britain’s Oldest Home’ as the 
remains of their habitation, the oldest from 430,000 years 

ago, are the oldest human bones yet found in north west 
Europe. When first excavated by Father John MacEnery in 
the early 19th century his ideas of animal and human 
occupation were dismissed, but he was later to be proved 
correct as the layer of silt below the last ice age shelf 
contained flint axes and arrowheads, and the bones of 
animals such as wolves, mammoths and sabre toothed 
tigers. Later work found a second shelf this time from the 
ice age of 430,000 years ago, with bones beneath it. 

During Nick’s pacey, clever and witty talk he referred to the 
kinds of questions frequently asked to describe the caves: 
eg it is not known why they are called Kents Cavern (he 
favours from the word ‘Kentis’ meaning rock shelf), they 
were not discovered as they found Roman coins inside and 
the oldest inscription on the walls is from 1571. The caves 
system is unique because they have found the remains of 
three different species of humans in the same place, hence 
its listing as an Ancient Monument and a Site of Special 
Scientific Interest. 

In 2000, when Nick’s grandfather gave up running the caves 
at the age of 86, he invited his grandson to take over; at the 
time he was working for Nestle’s pet food division as a 
financial controller so it was a major decision to bring his 
family back to Torbay. His enthusiasm for geology and the 
importance of the Cavern shone through in an excellent 
talk. Our next meeting is on 12 June at 7.30 in Church 
House when AbbPast member Felicity House is giving a talk 
entitled ‘A Famous Farsley Family’. Our topics are always 
diverse and interesting so why not give it a go and join us 
for the evening? Everyone is welcome: come as a visitor 
and see what we have to offer. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Felicity House of AbbPast at the launch of the latest booklet on village 
history 

AbbPast Publications 

3. RELGION & EDUCATION 

The latest book in our Abbotskerswell Village History Series was 

launched on the 25th May at Abbotskerswell School. 

Thanks to the Heritage Lottery Fund copies are now available, 

free of charge, in the Model Stores. Call in to collect a copy. 

More details to follow in next month’s AbbTalk. 
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Luxury bed and breakfast  
with three individually styled  

en-suite rooms from  
£81 per night. 

 
Mark and Liz Lamport 
Bulleigh Barton Manor 
Ipplepen, Newton Abbot 

Devon, TQ12 5UA 
www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk 

01803 873411 

“A country house  

B&B in the heart of 

South Devon. 

Richard Heyward 
Kitchens & Bedrooms 

 
Design, Supply & Fit  

Fitting Only 
Bespoke Furniture 
Worktop Changes 

01626 206121 
07879 416504 

www.rhkitchens.com 

richard.heyward@hotmail.com 

 
25 Years Joinery, Kitchen Design,  
Manufacture & Fitting Experience 

Seager 
Garden Services 

RHS Trained 
Professional & Reliable 

Family Business 
Established 1997 

 

Available for one off jobs,  
contracting and  

regular maintenance   
 

Weeding & Grass cutting 
Hedges & Tree Surgery 
Maintenance & Pruning 

Pressure Washing 
Clearance & Restoration 

General Tidying 
 

Free quote call Julian Seagers  
01803 875260 

14 

Tree Care Specialist 

Rob Ewers 

Tel: 07878265631 
robewers61@gmail.com 

 
Hedge Trimming & Pruning 

Tree Surgery & Felling 
Logs/Wood Chip Delivered 

Stump Removal 

Fully Insured  Free Estimates & Advice 

When contacting advertisers 
please mention AbbTalk 

If you would like to advertise in 
AbbTalk please email 

annallen1000@gmail.com 

WHITE GOODS SERVICING 

 077842 12345 
 rsmappliances@gmail.com 

 

http://www.escapetosouthdevon.co.uk/
http://www.rhkitchens.com
mailto:richardheyward@hotmail.com
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Hair Salon 

01626 366400 

www.louiseallan.co.uk 

1 Highweek Street, Newton Abbot TQ12 1TG  
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

With over 25 years experience,  

the talented stylists at LA are on hand to  

make you feel and look fantastic. 
 

15% OFF ALL SERVICES! 
Quote 'abbtalk advert' when booking 

t&c's apply. 

MONDAY–CLOSED 
TUESDAY–9AM–5:30AM 

WEDNESDAY–9AM–7:30PM 

THURSDAY–9AM–5:30PM 

FRIDAY–9AM–5:30PM 

SATURDAY–9AM–3:30PM 

SUNDAY–CLOSED 

15 

Cleaner Ovens 
Established in 2003 

Office: 
01626 363748 

Let us put the sparkle back into your Oven 
Prices from £45.00 

Telephone 

Chris Hallwood 

Freephone: 0800 5838463  Mobile: 07966 613160 

 

NEWTON ABBOT PHYSIOTHERAPY & SPORTS 

INJURIES CLINIC 

Chartered 

HCPC Registered 

Lower back pain 

Sciatica 

Neck pain and stiffness 

Whiplash injuries 

Headaches 

Shoulder conditions 

Tennis / Golfer’s Elbow 

Wrist / hand injuries 

Hip impingements / OA Hip 

OA Knee, Anterior knee pains 

etc. 

Ankle sprains 

Foot conditions 

Over-use injuries 

Bio-mechanical problems 

Muscle strains 

WHAT WE TREAT 

OUR SERVICES 

We are Ian Mant and Liz Haysom, 

Chartered Physiotherapists with 

many years of treating musculo-

skeletal pain and sports injuries. 

We are “hands-on” physios using 

joint and soft tissue mobilisation. 

We give our patients advice/

exercises to help settle and prevent 

reoccurrences. 

 

We also offer ACUPUNCTURE 

and BOWEN! 

8B COURTENAY PARK, NEWTON ABBOT, TQ12 2HD 

01626 361559 

newtonabbotphysio@outlook.com 

www.newtonabbotphysiotherapy.com 

http://www.louiseallan.co.uk/
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You must have heard us. Somebody must have heard us. It was 
4:30am and no matter how quiet we tried to be getting over 20 
villagers onto a coach and making our way out of the village 
could not have been in silence. So, early May and members of 
the Abbotskerswell Twinning Association together with a few 
friends were off on their bi-annual trip to Normandy. We were 
off to Poole to catch the morning ferry to Cherbourg. Some got 
in the mood from the word go indulging in croissants instead of 
the full English, whilst choosing our favourite homes at 
Sandbanks as we left Poole harbour. Once on the other side we 
made quick progress down to Le Pre D'Auge. Too quick. We got 
there before our hosts had arrived. Soon they arrived together 
with other English Twinners who had made their own way 
there. Greetings were made in French, English but mostly 
Franglais. Whatever inter-language skills we lacked were ironed 
out over the weekend as the wine flowed. Thursday evening 
spent with our hosts before a relatively early bedtime due to 
our pre-dawn start. 
 

On Friday the Abbotskerswellians and a couple of hosts 
boarded the coach for a trip to the city of Caen. It was 
explained that it is pronounced Cone as in ice-cream, not Carn 
which is reserved for Cannes. Somewhere there will be a town 
pronounced Cans, as in baked beans.  We were given a tour of 
the city and visited the Abbaye aux Hommes with a local guide 
who spoke excellent English with an accent that would not have 
gone amiss on Monty Python. Still, better than most of us could 
speak French. At lunchtime we enjoyed an excellent meal at the 
Taverne du Chateau restaurant followed by the afternoon to 

ourselves shopping, sightseeing and getting lost. Dinner was 
back with our hosts. 
 

Saturday morning we awoke with reminders of the wine 
consumed the night before and the promise of more as a wine 
tasting had been arranged in the 'city hall' at Les Monceaux. For 
those readers who have never visited our twin villages together 
the two would make up about a quarter of the size of 
Abbotskerswell, but they have a City hall. Then lunch a couple 
of hours after a substantial breakfast and wine-tasting with 
nibbles. Lunch, in many cases, was a 4-course affair. Any 
thoughts of lying down for the afternoon to aid digestion were 
soon quashed as a walk had been organised. 
 

Saturday evening and we assembled at the village hall of Le Pre 
D'Auge for a craft show and exhibition of art by ourselves and 
our hosts. A buffet dinner followed with music by Les Vielles 
Godasses (The Old Shoes) and contributions from ourselves 
both as singers and dancers. 
 

Sunday breakfast with our hosts and back to Le Pre for lunch, 
more wine, farewells and onto the coach to begin our journey 
home. 
 

An excellent few days with reunions, new friends, food, more 
food and no shortage of wine. We could, of course, have 
politely declined more wine but nobody did. Our turn to host 
next year. 
 

If anyone would like to know more about Twinning they can 
contact the chairman Andy Rose on 01626 351886.  

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 
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Abbotskerswell Twinning Association  
visit to Le Pre D’Auge in May 

Grave of William the Conqueror 

Linda Banks, Liz Clowes and Jane Kendall in Caen 

Twinners at Abbaye aux hommes in Caen 
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An exhibition of Twinners crafts and handiwork 

Wine tasting 

Hugh Edwards 
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In full voice Liz Clowes, John Brench,  
Ian Arrow and Hugh Edwards 

Presentation to mark our  
25th anniversary 

John Whitehead and Linda Banks  
with their hosts in Normandy 

John Whitehead and Linda Banks 
with their hosts in Normandy 
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Abbotskerswell Pre-School 
The Village Hall, Abbotskerswell TQ12 5YF 

Monday – Friday 9.10 – 1.10 Term Times 

For all children from the age of  two 

NEWS 

Hi everyone,  

As we are nearing the end of the school year we will be 
very sad to say goodbye to so many children who are going off to 
continue their learning journeys in primary school.  

Starting school is an exciting time for young children and 
their parents. It can be a daunting time, too. But we hope the 
time they have had at preschool has helped to prepare them for 
what lies ahead. And we hope they all start school with a smile.  

Some important things to master before starting school are: 

  MAKING FRIENDS 

BEING CREATIVE   

WORKING TOGTHER 

 

 

 

Just a reminder about Childcare Choices, 30 hours funding, Tax 
Free Childcare and our New September Opening Hours. Please 
gives us a call or pop in to find out more.  

Emma  

EXPERIMENTING WITH 

POSSIBILITIES 
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Loppy—A story by Pam Wakeham 

Loppy was a wild duck and he was, well, “Loppy”. One foot was angled almost sideways but as nobody had noticed for the first 
few weeks nobody knew if he had broken it or was hatched like it. But no matter, he could swim as good as any of the other 
ducks. 

He lived on an island in the middle of a big pond. He was one year old now and everyday he watched his mother swim by with 
this years’ family trailing behind. Loppy was the only one left from last year, the others had all flown away to pastures new. He 
was happy with his life as sometimes the fishermen threw him a sandwich or something. There were two there now, fishing 
just below where the water came rushing in. 

Suddenly there was uproar, his mother was quacking loudly and the ducklings cheeping at full throttle. Loppy shot through the 
reeds. He could see his mother paddling to and fro at the inlet and bouncing in the foaming water was a yellow duckling. He 
was tossed up and down, went under, came back up but didn’t seem to try to get out of the way and one wing was stretched 
out as well. Loppy launched himself up and flew over. Why didn’t the little one move out of the way? Then he saw the shine of 
a fishing line and the glint of a fishing hook stuck in the little one’s wing and the end of the line caught around some reeds. 
Loppy flew over and pecked and pecked at it but it just bent over. Frustrated and cross, Loppy threw himself at the plant and 
flattened it. Some of the roots came out of the wet soil, Loppy attacked them, breaking them in half. He shovelled with his 
beak exposing two more roots, he tugged at them until they too broke in half. He grabbed the plant as it began to float away 
but now what?! He then became aware that the fishermen were calling to him, urging him to come their way. The duckling 
was now upright and safe from drowning, Loppy could do no more. He dragged the plant towards the bank. A net on a long 
pole descended and scooped up the duckling, so Loppy retreated. The only sound now was the murmer of the fisherman’s 
voices as they gently got the hook our of the duckling’s wing. An antiseptic spray appeared from a first aid box and coated the 
wound. The wing was obviously strained but he wouldn’t want that for a few weeks. So he was carefully put back into the 
water and raced back to his island. 

There were at least a dozen people on the bank now but Loppy was completely unaware of 
the amount of photographs that had been taken of his heroic efforts, neither did he know his 
picture was on the front of several newspapers the next day. What he did appreciate were the 
sandwiches which were thrown his way, even bowls of duck food were left for him. 

Unaware of his stardom, Loppy paddled around his little kingdom for a great many more 
years. 
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The Adventures of Thelma & Louise  
in India – Part 2 

Arrived in Jodhpur – The Blue City – to find (or not find) that 
our haveli (digs) was in the middle of the Old City so we had to 
load all our luggage and ourselves onto a tuk-tuk for the last 
kilometre. All going well until the last 100 metres on a totally 
unmade road where our irate driver jumped out and would go 
no further. He demanded we get off with our luggage which, as 
his job was a ‘driver’, he refused to unload it. Much ado about 
breaking his vehicle with it being overloaded (his fault he 
loaded it) and the road surface being so bad (he chose the 
route) and what were we going to do about it. Anglo-Indian 
relations started to break down and were not helped by 
Thelma having a panic attack and saying “we can’t possibly be 
staying here, can we?”. Louise calmed her down with the 
promise of a nearby gin and tonic at our haveli which we could 
see down the narrow passageway. After promising that all 
would be fine and we would be encompassed in a sea of calm 
and tranquility plus tuk-tuk man would be gone when we gave 
him a large tip, they arrived at the haveli. 

The door opened and indeed it was a sea of tranquility – 
now Thelma wants to visit again. Doh!. Climbing 60 steps to 
your bedroom in haveli is pretty much the norm, not to 
mention another 40 up to the rooftop restaurant. Thelma is 
now checking this daily health kick on her mobile phone as she 
has become as fit as a butchers dog and suggests we enter for 
the London Marathon. Louise puts it down to the heat and 
ignores her. We then had three days of seeing the sights, 
mixing with the locals, bargaining (must try this in the village 
shop), children parades and watching weddings which were all 
fabulous. On the day of departure we had the same problems 
as arrival but in reverse - carry our bags down 60 steps, 100 
metres down the pot-holed road to find our driver. But it was a 
laugh until Thelma dropped one of her cases on her foot and 
broke a toe. Thelma seemed to stop laughing at this point, but 
at least it got them out of the London Marathon. Thelma and 
Louise both breathed a sigh of relief. 

Fancy a 250km drive to the desert on unmade road? That 
was our next destination to have a night in Jaisalmer then onto 
the desert and a night under canvas. Jaisalmer is The Golden 
City but after 6 hours of being thrown around in the back of a 
car one assumed that not many people would bother going 
there. Wrong! Every man and his camel were travelling on our 
road and making their way to our destination. Altercations 
with farmers, goats, dogs, camels, motorbikes and lorries 
proved very interesting, no funny, no hair-raising, no hysterical. 
Actually terrifying. We did wonder if we would survive. Laxml 
was our driver – eat your heart out Lewis Hamilton. He took 
our lives in his hands and was brilliant. Only two accidents in 
250km was pretty good going, we thought. Now where are our 
gin rations? Choc-Chip cookies, loo rolls, beer and bananas 
have now taken on a new dimension in Louise’s life and not 
necessarily in that order. Pop gin in somewhere, please. 

Our destination was to stay in the King’s Palace which 
is now a haveli, open to guests and very, very beautiful. 
After being shown round the fort and many small streets 
within it we took tea at our guides home which was within 
the walls of the fort. As in all our journey their hospitality 
was first class. Having noticed a small massage parlour we 

thought it would be ideal for us weary travellers to pamper 
ourselves a little without any hassles. Ayurveda treatment 
with massage using warm oils infused with herbs and spices 
is a speciality in India, just like Totnes. Let’s go for it, 
Thelma. So Thelma booked a svaastha massage and Louise a 
shirodhara one. Don’t ask!! We were shown to changing 
rooms where we had to take off everything but our smiles. I 
don’t know about the spices but Herb was one of 2 men 
who carry out the torture, sorry, massages! Fortunately, all 
was fine and above board and you’ll have to take our word 
for it. Oh, by the way, they were absolutely fabulous. 

Amongst the sites of interest we visited was a ladies co
-operative where all profits were given back to women living 
and working alone in remote areas enabling them to have a 
better life. Their handmade embroidery products were 
stunning and they were overseen by Mr. Smoothie who had 
a collection of old and rare embroideries from throughout 
the region. Mr. Smoothie took a shine to Thelma and 
wanted lots of conversations with her about life, the 
universe, cultural and political beliefs. Could this be a new 
husband? Watch this space. Then, of course, he wanted to 
sell her something! The drive to the That desert was very 
peaceful, just the occasional camel and low-flying aircraft as 
this is very close to the border with Pakistan where tensions 
are high between the two countries. Sounds a bit like 
Thelma and Mr Smoothie. But the desert is absolutely 
magical, the sunrise, the sunset. Peace and quiet after city 
life. 

Camel riding was a new experience for Thelma who found 
it very comfortable so she has decided she would like one for 
Christmas to ease her aches and pains. She seemed to have 
forgotten about the hysterical getting on and off. Don’t expect 
to see one tethered outside Model Stores. Glamping. Now 
that’s different. Glamping in the desert – glamorous camping 
for those who don’t get out much – is much more civilised than 
glamping at British music festivals. Trust T & L, we know these 
things. Quite luxurious with a proper bed, toilet and shower. 
Apart from frequent power cuts and the step in and out of our 
tent. This proved a bit of a problem for Louise who had been 
sampling wine before dinner, during dinner, and after dinner 
as it was the only wine we had found in recent days. Quite 
potent it turned out - she should have known better. This 
caused Louise to ‘free her soul’ with a lot of singing, dancing, 
putting enough wood onto the fire to last months and talking 
to the stars under a clear night sky. The following morning 
began with Louise falling flat on her face coming out of the tent 
and vowing never to partake of wine again. Never ever! 

Back to the airport the same way as we arrived, by car, for 
our flight to Delhi for a night before flying to Varanasi – the 
most holy place in India set on the River Ganges. Does Varanasi 
know what is on its way? We were met by crowds, thousands 
of people out to see us. Our arrival coincided with a visit by the 
Prime Minister of India doing some electioneering. I suppose 
some of the crowd could be his followers. But due to Prime 
Ministerial security no taxis or tuk-tuks were available to take 
us to our hotel. So off we set on foot through the crowds of 
men who now seemed to be followers of the PM. Fortunately, 
we didn’t have all our luggage, just a couple of bags each. How 
long it took us I have no idea and staying together was a 
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problem. We contemplated using handcuffs, but didn’t have 
any. We did have a guide at this point who seemed to think we 
were related to Usain Bolt and kept running on in front only to 
find, to his dismay, that we were miles behind. We were being 
stopped by so many people wanting to take photographs and 
chat with us it was certainly an experience to remember. I 
think they thought we were famous (we are – in 
Abbotskerswell). 

The Ganges, well this is an awesome, wonderful place. 
Life and death living side by side. Well, life living, not too sure 
about death. It is a very emotional, holy town and an amazing 
place to see the sun rise and set. We put out our own little 
flotilla of candles in to the water. At sunrise in our small boat 
you can see people bathing, yoga, washing of bodies before 
burning, ashes scattered, clothes and towels and sheets from 
your hotel washed and spread out to dry on the steps of the 
ghats before being folded and used again in your room tonight. 
Our room compact. Very compact. Our two single beds being 
pushed together between two walls. This meant climbing over 
each other to go to the loo in the middle of the night. Plus the 
door would only half open should we need to get out in a 
hurry. It seems that the management had let our room to one 
of the thousands of Press covering the Prime Ministers visit. An 
amusing night even without wine. Well more like hysterical 
laughter actually. We did get moved to a much better room 
the following day. 

Walking through the streets of Varanasi we 
encountered many cows. They wander wherever they want, 
including shops, temples, houses and as cows are India’s 
most sacred animal you can’t shoo them away – just avoid 
standing in one of their so-called ‘cow blessings’. 

We flew back to Delhi after 3 days so we could travel 
by train to Agra to visit the Taj Mahal again – last time it was 
shrouded in mist. a comfortable high speed train took us 
only 90 minutes to get there. The Taj had the Wow factor 
for us the first time and it was just as Wow the second time 
around. We joined in with a few Indian ladies celebrating 
International Women’s Day and helped eat their celebration 
cake. We decided to return on an earlier train so we could 
pack for our journey south and Kerala the next day. Not 
quite the same standard of train as yesterday; Louise was 
very excited as she had always wanted to get an Indian 
sleeper train. 30 carriages long with bunk beds and curtains 
and teeming with most of India. Thelma was much more 
apprehensive but had no option but to put up with it. We 
had a top and a bottom bunk. Thelma made it quite clear 
she was not going on the top bunk – “Not with my back” – 
so Louise stepped up to the mark and launched herself gung
-ho style onto the top bunk and lay there wondering how on 
earth she would get down, particularly if she had to ‘go’ in 
the night. Not that there was anywhere to ‘go’. Our return 
journey was very interesting as you can imagine as this train 
had been on the go for 24 hours bringing people from the 
far south to Delhi. On leaving the train we made the 
quickest dash ever past the loos along with no breathing in. 

We stayed at Chenai Beach, not a tourist area and we 
were the only Westerners around. Fabulous beaches, 
wonderful warm Arabian Sea. But…… There were no sun 
loungers, umbrellas, or cocktails bars on the beach. And 

swimming in the sea was totally inappropriate in a swim suit 
as all bathers were fully clothed as is their tradition so we 
ended up spending our time around the hotel pool where 
everything was available. Ah, cocktails. 

A bus ride of 15 miles cost us the equivalent of 1p and 
is quite a good experience. 35 degree heat, wind blowing 
through your hair as the bus has no windows; the smell of 
curry, holding on to a stranger so that you don’t fall out and 
you have to remember that the door opens with a pull of a 
rope so don’t grab it unless you intend getting off. Well, we 
enjoyed it anyway. 

During our stay it was the Holi festival. Holy is the 
Colour Festival which involves greeting people by throwing 
coloured powder and water at them. Louise ended up with 
pink hair, again, and Thelma went for green and purple. 
Great fun. We interacted with so many Indian people and 
India is the most fascinating, colourful, happy place with lots 
of smiling people ready to help. Very crowded but that is 
part of the fun. We will miss it very much but have met lots 
of amazing people and seen and experienced sights, sounds 
and smells like never before. We enjoyed the food, fabulous 
curries not found at home. Life will not be just quite the 
same, but you know, I have a funny feeling we will be back. 
In fact I might just go and look at the map and check out the 
Punjab, the Himalayas, Calcutta, Hydrabad, etc. Anyone 
fancy a trip? 
 

Thelma and Louise avoiding traffic jams 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
We were surprised at the reception committee organised for us 
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FREE CALL OUT 

CALL TIM ON: 07757 121550  

OFFICE: 01626 211153 
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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting Held  
Monday 24th April 2017 at Parish Rooms, Abbotskerswell  
Meeting commenced at 7.55pm following the Annual 

Parish Meeting  
 

Present Cllr B Chambers, Cllr P Marino, Cllr Mrs W Grierson 
(Chairman), C Cllr A Dewhirst, Cllr K Farrelly, Cllr K Eales, Cllr 
Mrs A Allen, Cllr Mrs L Clowes, D Cllr D Smith.  
 
In Attendance 2 members of the Public, Mr John Lewis 
(Tree Warden), Mrs M Crompton (Allotments). 
 
Apologies for Absence – Cllr Mrs M Colclough  
 
Declarations of interest  
 
5a) Cllr Mrs L Clowes has declared an interest.  
 
1) Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting – Monday 27th 

March 2017. 
 Minutes of the Planning Meeting – no meeting held.  

 
The above minutes have been distributed and read – 
proposed by Cllr P Marino & seconded by Cllr B 
Chambers with all in agreement and duly signed by the 
Chairman – Cllr Mrs W Grierson. 

 
2) Public Time (Limited to 15 Minutes) – no points 
raised. 
 
3) Planning Applications & Decisions 

Applications received from Teignbridge District 
Council – none received.  

 
Decisions Received from Teignbridge District Council 
a) Appeal Decision – APP/P1133/W/16/3165481 –  

Court Grange Offices – Mr C Throgmorton – 
Conversion of redundant stable building into a two 
bedroom residential dwelling. Appeal Dismissed.   

b) Grant of Conditional Consent – Application no 
16/03216/LBC & 16/03214/FUL – Mrs C Stockwell – 2 
Church Cottages – Removal of conservatory and 
replacement of windows on the north east elevation 
removal of curved walls and former staircase, hearth, 
partition wall and alteration to entrance wall and car 
port to replace garage. 

c) Grant of Conditional Consent – Application no 
17/00073/LBC – Mrs S Buckley – The Priory – 
Replacement of 2 defective full height glazed screens 
serving the garden room.  

 
4) Matters Arising 
a) Neighbourhood Plan – Cllr K Eales reported that a 

joint meeting was held with the steering group and 

the Parish Council a copy of the notes of this meeting 
are attached to the minutes. The recommendations 
made in the plan need to be endorsed and agreed by 
the Parish Council.  

b) NA3 Wolborough Development Framework Plan – 
Cllr K Eales confirmed that Newton Abbot Town 
Council, TDC and Wolborough Residents with 
Abbotskerswell Parish Council will be having regular 
meetings to discuss this before it goes out to 
consultation.  

c) Village Bus Route – Country Bus – The Clerk will 
chase this up again as an e-mail has been sent to 
Country Bus with no reply. 

5) Correspondence 
 
a) Abbfest Grant request for Parish Council & ARA – 

£100 from PC & £50 from the ARA – all in agreement. 
b) Abbpast History Board proposals (circulated by e-

mail) – noted by the Parish Council and all felt that it 
would be a good idea.  

 
Matters not requiring discussion placed in the folder to be 
circulated 
 
6) Main Agenda 
a) Report from County Cllr A Dewhirst – nothing to 

report. 
b) Report from District Cllr M Colclough & District Cllr D 

Smith – nothing to report. 
c) Emergency Planning Committee report – nothing to 

report.  
d) Abbotskerswell Recreation Association report. 

1) Rospa Inspection report – points noted in the 
report which will be looked at and 
improvements made where needed. 

2) Skate Board Ramp – e-mail from TDC – Cllr B 
Chambers confirmed that the danger pointed 
out has been rectified.  

e) Allotments Report – Mrs M Crompton reported that a 
low fence has been put beside the culvert to protect 
people walking through.  

f) P3 Report – nothing to report.  
g) Village Hall Report – nothing to report. 
h) Tree Warden Report – Mr John Lewis reported – bog 

oak branches to be taken off, Elm in Court Grange 
Lane is coming out across the road. 

i) Reports from Parish Councillors of any external 
meetings or Committees. 

  1) TALC. 
2) Stoneycombe Liasion – Cllr B Chambers 

attended a meeting but no points to note. 
j) DCC, Highways, Potholes, Roads & Hedges. Pothole in 

Court Grange Lane was done within 10 days and also 
outside model stores the pothole has been done. 
Green bin on Priory Road looks as though it may have 
been dumped – TDC blitz team to be contacted. 
Footpath on main road to Abbotskerswell Cross is 
being encroached on by the hedge again. 
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k) Volunteer Action Group – nothing to report. 
l) Consultations. 
m) Communications Committee Report – terms of 

reference are published on the website which links 
into the DALC transparency code.  

n) Parish Rooms Internet Access – Cllr K Farrelly has 
made a start to find a provider and this is currently 
ongoing.   

o) Commercial Advertising on Parish Council Bus Shelter 
– Cllr Mrs A Allen has made contact  with 
Dartmouth Steam but is still awaiting a reply.  

 
7) Cheques for Signature/Finances   
 
Parish Council 
Cheque no 1431 = £109.15 (vat £5.19) – British Gas 

(Pavillion). 
Cheque no 1432 = £50.00 – C Bloxidge (Litter Pick April 

2017). 
Cheque no 1433 = £180.00 – David Wilds (Village Weed 

Removal). 
Cheque no 1434 = £488.78 – Sharon Raggett (Wages April 

2017). 
Cheque no 1435 = £34.96 (vat 77p) – British Gas (Parish 

Rooms Electric). 
 
Cheque no 1436 = £95.64 (vat £15.94) – Firewatch (Sign for 

Tennis Courts). 
Cheque no 1437 = £82.97 (vat £3.94) – EDF (Tennis Courts 

Electric). 
Cheque no 1438 = £205.80 (vat £34.30) – Playsafety Ltd 

(Annual ROSPA Inspection). 
Cheque no 1439 = £60.48 (vat £10.08) – Maker Coating 

Systems Ltd (Anti-Vandal Paint). 
Cheque no 1440 = £157.50 – Kath Roscoe (Cleaning April 

2017).  
 
Abbotskerswell Recreation Association 
Cheque no 1079 = £50.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1080 = £20.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1081 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1082 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1083 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
Cheque no 1084 = £5.00 – ARA DRAW 
 
Bank Balances 
Account Balance April 2017 = £5,343.52 
Village Events Account – £551.28 (held within ARA Account) 
Parish Council Bank Balance April 2017 = £22,046.65 
P3 = £700.00 (held within Parish Council Account). 
CPRE Donation = £1,000 (held within Parish Council Account). 
 
Proposed by Cllr P Marino & seconded by Cllr B Chambers 

with all in agreement. 
 

8) Any Items to go onto next Parish Council Meeting’s 
Agenda. 

9) ARA Draw – April 2017 to be drawn at Mays meeting.  
 
 
There being no further business the meeting closed at 
8.35pm  
 
Next Parish Council Meeting Abbotskerswell Parish Rooms 
– Monday 22nd May 2017 @ 7.30pm. 

ANY MEMBER OF THE PUBLIC WHO HAS SPECIAL NEEDS AND 
REQUIRES A COPY OF THESE MINUTES SENT TO THEM – PLEASE 
CONTACT THE CLERK – 01364 654607  

2016 PARISH COUNCILLORS AND CONTACT POINTS 
 

(Vice Chairman) Cllr K Eales 
9 Grange Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PJ,  

01626 331947 or kevin@eales.eu 
Cllr R Chambers (Chair ARA) 
3 Hillside Cottages, Totnes Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5NG 

01626 352651 or Bob-chambers@hotmail.co.uk 

District Cllr Mrs M Colclough 
1 Borthay Orchard, Abbotskerswell  

01626 367176 or mary@marycolclough.freeserve.co.uk 

Cllr K Farrelly (Chair Emergency Planning Group) 
8 The Orchard, Corn Park Road, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5QE  

01626 354956 or kevinfarrelly@hotmail.com 

Cllr P Marino (Chair—Planning) 
31 Wilton Way, Abbotskerswell, TQ12 5PG 

01626 353889 or paul@jmarino.freeserve.co.uk 

(Chairperson) Mrs W Grierson 
Abbotsford, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell  

01626 353701 or wendytq12@btinternet.com 

Cllr Mrs Liz Clowes 
Mote Cottage, Slade Lane, Abbotskerswell 

01626 332092 or liz_taylor@live.co.uk  

Cllr Mrs Ann Allen 
Tree Tops, 1 Forde Close, Abbotskerswell 

01626 330965 or annallen1000@gmail.com 

District Cllr D Smith 
Karinya, 9 Crockers Way, Ipplepen, TQ12 5QZ 

County Cllr Alistair Dewhirst 
Waterside, Dornafield Road, Ipplepen, TQ12 5SG 

Clerk: Sharon Raggett 
34 Balland Park, Ashburton TQ13 7BE 

01364 654607 or sharon.raggett@sky.com 



 

26 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 
Early season results 
 

After a glorious April the wet weather has caused some 
disruption to the training routine and some of the 
matches played to date. Both first and seconds have 
won two and lost one of their league matches to date 
and stand in the upper half of the table in their leagues. 
Firsts are in B Division 1sts and Seconds in A Division 
2nds. Given that not all players are yet available with 
some at university this is an encouraging start. The 
Thirds have struggled for numbers but have put out 
teams of varied strength in their three matches, losing 
two and being rained off in a third after achieving a 
winning position before rain intervened. They lie just 
above the relegation places in D Division West 2nds.  
 

The 1st XI got off to a great start under captain Charlie Hill 
who led from the front with 48 in defeating Seaton by 6 
runs. Only a last wicket stand by Seaton made the result 
close on paper. Australian recruit TK (Tom Kiely) impressed 
with 2 for 20 from his 9 overs and in the next game v 
Filleigh top scored with 37 well supported by Charlie 
Mitchell (36) in a total of 239. When the rains ended the 
match Filleigh were 196 for 5 and a lengthy use of the 
calculator decided that Abbots had won by just one run on 
run rate! Connor Adams took 3 for 37 and followed up with 
3 for 28 v Shobrooke Park who were skittled for 142 on a 
wet afternoon. However this proved enough as only 
Richard Harmer (31) resisted in a total of 105. 
 

New skipper of the seconds Aidan Lightowlers has 
benefited from the arrival of Barbadian Levi Cadogan to 
accompany first team opening bowler Ricky Small-Boyce. 
He scored 89 not out against Lewdown as they chased 
down 149 for the loss of just 4 wickets. The skipper also 
scored 29. Then Levi scored 65 not out against Heatcoat in 
a 7 wicket victory. The visitors made just 115 with all the 
bowlers sharing wickets. Steve Hannis-Smith had starred 
against Lewdown with 4 for 56. In the intervening week 
there was a disaster. Abbots all out for 49 including 8 
ducks! However they did manage to take 5 wickets as 
Plymstock limped home. 
 

Geoff Knaggs a gritty experienced Yorkshire batsman new 
to the club unfortunately pulled a calf muscle at the 
beginning of his innings in the 49 debacle having been 
promoted from the 3rd XI for whom he had shone on debut 
with 75 in a total of 179. Only Craig Hudson with 29 gave 
support and he had also taken 2 wickets in Shadon’s 
winning score of 217. The following week Abbots closed on 
249 for 2. Openers James Cartwright (630 and Sara  Dallyn 
(62 not out) set up the innings for captain Paul Lightowlers 
to blast a quick 64 not out to set up the challenging total. 
Unfortunately the rain came with Cornwood 4ths on 68 for 
1 so the game ended in a draw. Special congratulations 
must go to Sara who a few years ago led our women’s 
cricket team and now works for the Devon Cricket Board. 
This was her maiden fifty. In the latest match a weakened 

Abbots side were outplayed by Chelston and Kingskerswell 
2nds losing by 8 wickets after posting 131. 
 

So a reasonably successful start to the league season and 
plenty of encouragement to build on as the sides become 
more settled. Unfortunately the 2nd XI lost to a strong 
Ipplepen side in the Brockman Cup. However in the 
National Village Cup we are in the semi-finals of the 
regional competition without playing! In the first round a 
rain postponement was rearranged and the opposition 
could not field a side to travel and in the next round the 
opposition again could not raise a side. 
 

Anyone interested in joining our merry band of players 
should come along on any Tuesday from 6:00 – 8:00pm.for 
our weekly outdoor net and practice sessions run by Alex 
Birt our club coach and other senior players. 
  
Colts cricket 
 

Rain has hampered the early season colts practices but the 
coaches under Geordie are raring to go and tap in to all that 
enthusiasm that is around. These junior nights take place 
each Friday from 6:00 – 7:00pm for the younger ones, and 
until 7:30 for the older ones. Mums and Dads are welcome 
too to enjoy the bar and hopefully the barbecue. This year 
we are running teams at Under 9, 10, 11 and 12 as well as 
cup competitions for Under 17s and Under 19s. The contact 
for details is Geordie Catley (coltsabbotscc@gmail.com) 
 

By the time you receive this copy Sara Dallyn (see above) 
will have started the new ECB initiative called the All Stars 
programme on Fridays from 5pm to 6pm. This is aimed 
specifically at 5 – 8 year olds. If you have missed the 
previous advertising and are interested please contact Sara 
directly at sara.dallyn@gmail.com 
 
Fund-raising and Social events 
 

We hope to have had another successful car boot sale on 
the 29 May Bank Holiday especially after the earlier one in 
May was cancelled due to the incessant rain. For other Car 
Boot sales and social events at the club please visit the 
website www.abbotskerswellcc.com or talk to one of the 
members of the club. Fixture cards are available at the club 
with full details of all fixtures and events. If you have any 
questions or want to discuss matters relating to the club 
please contact the Chairman Paul Mitchell 
(abbotsccchairman@gmail.com) or Vice Chairman Richard 
Codd (abbotsarmy@gmail.com). As always we will be glad 
to see you at the ground. 
 
Andy Rose  
01626-351886 

mailto:sara.dallyn@gmail.com
http://www.abbotskerswellcc.com/
mailto:abbotsccchairman@gmail.com
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HEDGEHOGS 
Has anyone noticed any hedgehogs in their gardens? 

Having fed the hedgehogs in my garden for some time (tinned dog food) last year to this, not a hog to be found. 

Would it be possible to have a village survey to see if hedgehogs have disappeared from the village gardens? 

Mike Williams 
4 Laburnum Court 
 
If you have any comments on this please email: 
annallen1000@gmail.com 
and we’ll see if it’s something we can pursue. 

Abbotskerswell Primary School PTFA 
 
 
 
 

Money for nothing… and your I.T. for free! 
 

Sound too good to be true?  Well it’s happening…  At the time of writing, our efforts have raised £137 from online 

purchases of £5,800.  Thank you to everyone who is making it happen! 

I’m talking (again) about Easyfundraising!  It’s a way that money can be raised for our school, every time you buy 

something online. 

All you need to do is go to: 

www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/abbotskerswellprimary to join and then download the donation reminder.   

Next time you do any online shopping from a supporting retailer, our school receives a donation from the retailer.  It 

DOES NOT increase the amount you pay. 

The school would love to overhaul its computer system.  This will obviously benefit the children of the school, but we 

would love it to benefit others as well.  The school will therefore be opening its doors to all members of the community 

that want to learn how to ‘surf the net’ or communicate by email once the equipment is installed.  Watch this space for 

more details…!   

If you shop online, even if it’s only occasionally, then please consider signing up to Easyfundraising, as every tiny 

purchase makes a difference. 

May Day Festivities 

Thank you to everyone who helped to make the May Day celebrations such a success.  There was some lovely dancing 

and it was great to have so many different craft stalls, and we certainly mustn’t forget the delicious tea and cakes!  There 

are so many contributors to the event, thank you to all of you. It was a super day! 

Summer Fair 

Our next event is the summer fair which will be held on Saturday 24th June from 12-3pm at school.  Whether you come for 

the live music, the barbeque, the stalls, a drink with friends or just to be a part of it - please come along and join the fun! 

We look forward to seeing you there! 

PTFA 

United, devoted, for our children 

http://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/abbotskerswellprimary
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Real pension freedom needs more work 
Pension freedom is now two years old and on the surface, it is a case of so far so good with the reforms proving 
popular with the over 55s, as demonstrated by the response. 

More than half a million people had cashed in more than £9.2 billion from their pension funds by the end of last 
year as over 55s made full use of the new freedom and flexibility. 

The promise that no one needs to buy an annuity has been delivered, with more savers opting for drawdown and 
guaranteed solutions. But the figures on sales of retirement income solutions and the money being released only 
tell part of the story. 

Real success and real issues 

Independent research shows advisers have welcomed the reforms with 79% voting pension freedom a success 
while more than half of over 55s are aware of the new rules, underlining the growing interest in planning for 
retirement. 
However, the verdict is more a case of so far so good, but not nearly good enough…… 

 More than half (54%) of over 55s said they found the new rules confusing and worryingly, just 35% of those 
who can take advantage of the freedoms believe they have a good knowledge of the new rules. 

 19% say that having additional freedom has increased their understanding of retirement planning.  

 Around 71% of over 55s want more choice in retirement income solutions but this is perhaps indicative of the 

lack of understanding of the options that are already available. 

Professional financial advisers share that view – fewer than two in five (39%) say clients are fully aware of their 
options under pension freedom, highlighting an issue that will need to be monitored.  
The Government’s continued meddling with the pension rules doesn’t help people’s understanding; we’ve had 
changes to the lifetime and annual allowances in the last two years. 

People need advice if they are to make the best of the available freedoms. 

Delivering real pension freedom 

The guidance structure put in place alongside pension freedoms is being overhauled after less than two years and 
despite Pension Wise attracting more than 3.7 million website hits and arranging over 100,000 interviews, there is 
a huge need for more support. 

The key point is that pension freedoms in themselves will not eliminate the issues with the UK’s pension system. 
What the freedoms do provide is a framework to deliver retirement income planning and income solutions for a 
wide range of savers. However, consumer education and awareness is crucial to making it a success. But in the two 
years since its launch, the economy has gone through massive change and the only certainty is that more change 
will come. The emergence of additional risks is inevitable and retirement income solutions must be adaptable. 

A risk to people considering taking advantage of the new rules is the emergence of crooks in the market. There 
have been some horror stories concerning pensioners being duped by shadow firms promising to release funds tax-
free, and the released funds disappearing as if by magic.  

Always check the bona fides of any company you deal with, especially if they have approached you. This can be 
done on the FCA’s website. 

While the Financial Advice Market Review is making a good start, the glaring hole at the heart of pension 
freedoms is still the need for more advice and guidance. Independent advice is critical in helping to address 
the confusion and to improve savers’ understanding of their options so if you need advice please contact 
David Hedge on 01626 360654. 
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SAVING THE LAST TELEPHONE BOX 
During 2016 the village’s last public telephone box was declared redundant by BT; this meant that it had not been used 
for a year. The telephone equipment was removed but when a planning notice to remove the box was posted AbbPast 
felt that it was time to act. The box on Wilton Way may not be a classic red one but it is still a valuable piece of history, 
the end of an era, begun in 1924 when the first public telephone was placed in the Post Office.  

AbbPast discovered that the box could be ‘adopted’, but only by the Parish Council. The council was approached 
and thankfully were only too willing to help; Sharon Raggett, the Clerk to the PC, had experience in this process, 
and helped steer the project through. It has now been handed over by BT to the PC who in turn have allowed 
AbbPast to become its custodian. The formal handing over by the PC, represented by Paul Marino and Ann Allen, 
to the AbbPast Committee occurred on 11 May, who have created an information centre inside the box. Pete Wade 
told AbbTalk: “we have been contacted by a good many 
people who are researching their family history and also 
met people in the village who we have been able to 
help. We hope that the box will act both as an 
information point for villagers, but also inform 
researchers that we exist and may be able to help them. 
We are very grateful to the Parish Council and BT for 
their support for our plan.” 
 
 
 
 

L to R   Trish Turner, Pete Wade, Felicity House,  

Paul Marino, Ann Allen and Nick Nicholson 

More Pictures of old Abbotskerswell 
Court Farm 

Building on Manor Gardens 

Photos kindly supplied by Felicity House 

on behalf of AbbPast 
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ORGANISATIONS IN ABBOTSKERSWELL 

Abbotskerswell Twinning Association 

Twinned with Le Pre d' Auge & Les Monceaux in Normandy. Visit and 
host twinning friends' alternate years. Members meet for a Social 
evening and supper. Middle of each month usually in Church House. 
Contact: Sandra Eales 331947 or Andrew Rose 351886 

Ladies Badminton Session 

Tuesday evenings 8.00–9.30pm Village Hall. Contact Marilyn 
Whitefoot 361275 

Abbotskerswell W.I. 

Church House 2nd Tuesday of the month 7pm. W.I. for the woman of 
today. Make new friends, have a good time, learn new skills. Wl meet for 
talks and demonstrations on anything from gardening to computers, they 
also organise outings and get involved in the community. Contact: 
Christine Lewis 01626 351378 

AbbPast 

Church House at 7.30pm on the second Monday of every month. 
Speakers on historical topics both local and further afield.  Contact: 
Pete Wade 01626 366032 

Church House 

Hall and full kitchen facilities with central heating and flexible lighting 
available to book. Also see under www.abbotskerswellchurch.org.uk 
Contact: Mik Wordsworth 01626 352279 

Abbotskerswell Bellringers 

We are a small friendly group meeting on Wednesday evenings from 
7pm–8pm. We would love to welcome some new members. You do not have to 
be musical – just be able to count to six! Contact Liz Smyth-Osbourne on 368400 
or just come along to the church on Wednesday evening. 

Abbotskerswell Singers 

The choir meets for rehearsals at Church House every Wednesday from 
7:30–9:00pm. Anyone over the age of 16yrs who is interested in the 
possibility of joining is welcome to come along preferably after contacting 
the Chairman or Musical Director. Main concerts are at Christmas and 
late May/early June. Contact: Nicola Smith 01626 332258 

Abbotskerswell Netball Club 

Training every Monday 7.15–8.45pm Abbotskerswell Recreation Area 
court – £1 a session. Contact: Jen Henwood 01626 364080 

Abbotskerswell Cricket Club 

Players of all ages and abilities welcome. We run 3 Devon League sides 
on Saturdays, a Sunday league side and also play friendly sides, with 
training on Tuesday nights from April. Colts coaching for boys and girls 
from 6 upwards takes place on Friday nights from 6:00pm. Colts teams 
from Under 10 to Under 17 play in local leagues. Contact Paul Mitchell 
07778-017326 or Richard Codd 07774 658464 for details.  

South Devon Model Railway Society 

Meet every Thursday from 7:30pm upstairs at Church House. We 
have working layouts in OO and N scale where members can run 
their own models. Refreshments available. Contact John Whitehead 
on 01626 361997  

Emergency Planning Group 

In the event of flooding we have appointed Dave Wilds as the Flood 
Warden for the village. Should you require any help, or sandbags to 
protect your property, then please contact Dave on: 01626 355541 or 
07779 685788 

Abbotskerswell Allotment Association 
Contact: Margaret Crompton on: 01626 367964 

Abbotskerswell Short Mat Bowls Club 

Monday and Thursday 7.15–9.30pm Abbotskerswell Village Hall 
Contact: Ray Vyse 01803 875496 

Abbotskerswell Ladies Group 
1st Monday of the month 8.00pm in the Parish Rooms. Contact 
Sylvia Hallett 01626 365411 

Parish Rooms 

To book the rooms please contact Lynn Howard on 351564.  

USEFUL TIMES AND TELEPHONE NUMBERS 

Hospital Visiting and Opening Times: 

TORBAY:  Visiting usually 14:00–16:30 & 18:30–20:00 

Some wards may vary. Please check here: 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes 

or phone: 0300 456 8000 (local rate) or 01803 614567 

NEWTON ABBOT: Phone 01626 324500 

Minor Injuries Unit: 08:00 am–10:00 pm, every day 

CHIP VAN  Outside Central@Model Stores – Mon 4.30pm–6pm 

Central @ MODEL STORES—SHOP & POST OFFICE 

Tel: 01626 333387 

Open 7 days a week  7am–8pm 
 
 

Bins – 7.00am Wednesdays 

(recycling boxes will be collected by different vehicles) 

Any queries ring Teignbridge Services 01626215838 or 

www.teignbridge.gov.uk 

British Telecom Faults                  151 

Electricity Western Power 08456 012989 

Gas 0800   317960 

Water 0800   378937 

Street Lighting 0800 1976763 

Teignbridge Council     01626 361101 

Clerk to Parish Council 01364 644109 

Parish Tree Warden 01626 351378 

Dog Warden 01626 215881 

Crimestoppers 0800   555111 

Samaritans 01803 299999 

Torbay Hospital 01803 614567 

Newton Abbot Hospital 01626 324500 

RSPCA 0300 1234 999 

Devon Bus Enquiry Line 01392 382800 

Country Bus Enquiry Line 01626 833664 

National Express Coach 08705 808080 

Rail Information 08457 484950 

Northcott Theatre, Exeter 01392 493493 

Theatre Royal, Plymouth 01752 267222 

English Riviera Centre 01803 299992 

Alexandra Cinema 08712 303200 

NA Leisure Centre 01626 215640 

Brownies, Maggie Lambourn 01803 812717 

Locksmith 01626 211153 

Kevin Farrelly 01626 354956

 (Chairman of Emergency Planning Committee) 

Citizens Advice Line 03444 111 444
 (Open – Mon Tues Weds Fri 9.30am–3.00pm) 

SCHOOLS 

Primary School, Abbotskerswell   01626 353605 

Coombeshead College    01626 201800 

Newton Abbot College     01626 367335 

Torquay Boys’ Grammar School   01803 615501 

Torquay Girls’ Grammar School    01803 613215 

St Cuthbert Mayne School    01803 328725 

To save confusion on Bin Day mark your bins and boxes with your house 

name/number to ensure they are returned to you 

http://www.sdhct.nhs.uk/patientcare/wards/visitingtimes

